
12 greatest warriors in history

12 greatest warriors in history have shaped the course of human civilization through their

extraordinary skills, leadership, and valor. These legendary figures come from diverse cultures and

epochs, each leaving an indelible mark on warfare and history. Their stories highlight the evolution of

combat strategies, the significance of discipline, and the impact of individual prowess on large-scale

conflicts. This article explores these iconic warriors, examining their backgrounds, military

achievements, and enduring legacies. By understanding the qualities and exploits of these formidable

fighters, one gains insight into the art of war and the human spirit’s resilience. The following sections

detail the lives and accomplishments of these 12 legendary warriors.

Alexander the Great

Genghis Khan

Joan of Arc

Spartacus

Napoleon Bonaparte

Sun Tzu

Richard the Lionheart

Miyamoto Musashi

Hannibal Barca



William Wallace

Saladin

Leonidas I

Alexander the Great

Alexander the Great remains one of the most celebrated military commanders in history. Born in 356

BC in Macedon, he ascended to the throne at a young age and embarked on an unprecedented

campaign to conquer vast territories. His military genius lay in his ability to adapt tactics, inspire troops,

and integrate different cultures under his rule. Alexander’s conquests stretched from Greece through

Asia Minor, Egypt, Persia, and into India, creating one of the largest empires of the ancient world.

Military Strategies and Tactics

Alexander’s use of the phalanx formation combined with cavalry charges was revolutionary. He often

employed rapid maneuvers and surprise attacks, which overwhelmed his enemies. His strategic

foresight and battlefield innovation contributed significantly to his undefeated record.

Legacy and Influence

Alexander’s impact extended beyond his lifetime, influencing military leaders for centuries. His

campaigns facilitated cultural exchanges and the spread of Hellenistic civilization, making him a pivotal

figure in both military and world history.



Genghis Khan

Genghis Khan, founder of the Mongol Empire, is renowned as one of the greatest warriors and

conquerors in history. Rising from humble beginnings in the early 13th century, he united the Mongol

tribes and forged an empire that spanned much of Asia and Europe. His military prowess was

characterized by exceptional horsemanship, psychological warfare, and unparalleled mobility.

Conquest and Military Organization

Genghis Khan implemented strict discipline and meritocracy within his army. His forces used

sophisticated communication systems and employed terror tactics to destabilize opponents. The

Mongol army’s adaptability and speed were critical in their rapid expansion.

Enduring Impact

The Mongol Empire reshaped geopolitics and trade routes, notably the Silk Road. Genghis Khan’s

legacy persists in modern military thought and the cultural amalgamation across his former territories.

Joan of Arc

Joan of Arc, a peasant girl turned military leader, played a crucial role during the Hundred Years’ War

between France and England. Claiming divine guidance, she inspired French troops and led several

successful campaigns that shifted the war’s momentum in favor of France. Joan’s courage and

leadership under extraordinarily challenging circumstances have made her an enduring symbol of

bravery.

Role in the Hundred Years’ War

Joan’s presence revitalized French morale, culminating in the lifting of the siege of Orléans. Her



strategic input and frontline leadership were instrumental in securing key victories despite her lack of

formal military training.

Martyrdom and Legacy

Captured and executed by the English, Joan became a martyr and was later canonized as a saint. Her

story continues to inspire discussions on leadership, faith, and gender roles in warfare.

Spartacus

Spartacus was a Thracian gladiator who led a major slave rebellion against the Roman Republic

known as the Third Servile War. His leadership and tactical acumen turned a group of escaped slaves

into a formidable fighting force. Spartacus’s revolt exposed vulnerabilities within Roman military

structures and highlighted the struggle for freedom against oppression.

The Gladiator Rebellion

Spartacus orchestrated several battles against Roman legions, employing guerrilla tactics and

exploiting his forces’ mobility. His ability to maintain cohesion among a diverse group of rebels was a

testament to his leadership skills.

Historical Significance

Although ultimately defeated, Spartacus became a symbol of resistance and the fight for justice. His

legacy influences modern views on rebellion and social justice within military history.



Napoleon Bonaparte

Napoleon Bonaparte was a French military leader whose campaigns shaped European history in the

late 18th and early 19th centuries. Rising rapidly through the ranks during the French Revolution, he

became Emperor of France and led numerous successful battles across Europe. Napoleon’s strategic

brilliance and administrative reforms revolutionized warfare and governance.

Innovations in Warfare

Napoleon introduced corps organization, rapid troop movements, and combined arms tactics that

improved battlefield efficiency. His use of artillery and logistics set new standards for modern armies.

Enduring Military Influence

Despite his eventual defeat, Napoleon’s military doctrines continue to be studied worldwide. His

campaigns demonstrated the importance of leadership, strategy, and adaptability in warfare.

Sun Tzu

Sun Tzu, an ancient Chinese military strategist, authored "The Art of War," a foundational text in

military theory. While not a warrior in the traditional sense, his insights into strategy, deception, and

leadership have influenced countless military leaders and practitioners throughout history.

Philosophy and Principles

Sun Tzu emphasized the importance of intelligence, flexibility, and psychological warfare. His

teachings advocate winning battles with minimal conflict through superior planning and understanding

of the enemy.



Global Impact

"The Art of War" remains relevant in military academies and beyond, impacting business, politics, and

sports. Sun Tzu’s strategic principles are integral to the study of warfare and conflict resolution.

Richard the Lionheart

Richard I of England, known as Richard the Lionheart, was a medieval king famed for his courage and

military leadership during the Crusades. His reputation as a warrior king stems from his battlefield

prowess and commitment to reclaiming the Holy Land from Muslim control.

Crusader Campaigns

Richard led several key battles during the Third Crusade, demonstrating tactical brilliance and personal

bravery. His ability to rally troops and conduct sieges earned him respect among allies and foes alike.

Legacy as a Warrior King

Despite limited time on the throne, Richard’s martial legacy endures as a symbol of chivalry and

warrior ethos in medieval Europe.

Miyamoto Musashi

Miyamoto Musashi was a Japanese swordsman and ronin renowned for his undefeated record in duels

during the early Edo period. His mastery of swordsmanship and unique dual-wielding technique set

him apart as one of the greatest warriors in Japanese history.



Duels and Combat Style

Musashi’s innovative approach combined strategy, timing, and psychological insight. His use of both

the katana and wakizashi simultaneously was revolutionary and highly effective in combat.

Contributions to Martial Arts

Musashi authored "The Book of Five Rings," a treatise on strategy and swordsmanship that continues

to influence martial artists and strategists worldwide.

Hannibal Barca

Hannibal Barca was a Carthaginian general best known for his audacious crossing of the Alps during

the Second Punic War against Rome. His tactical genius and leadership challenged the dominant

Roman Republic and left a lasting legacy in military history.

Campaigns Against Rome

Hannibal’s surprise attacks and use of diverse forces, including war elephants, exemplified innovative

military strategy. His victories at battles such as Cannae are studied for their tactical brilliance.

Historical Importance

Hannibal’s campaigns demonstrated the power of strategy and surprise, influencing Roman military

reforms and future commanders worldwide.



William Wallace

William Wallace was a Scottish knight and key figure in the Wars of Scottish Independence. His

leadership and guerrilla tactics challenged English domination and inspired Scottish resistance during

the late 13th century.

Resistance and Battles

Wallace’s knowledge of terrain and hit-and-run tactics allowed him to achieve significant victories

against better-equipped English forces. His role in battles like Stirling Bridge showcased his military

acumen.

Symbol of Scottish Independence

Wallace’s legacy endures as a national hero and symbol of the fight for freedom, influencing both

historical narratives and popular culture.

Saladin

Saladin was a Muslim military leader and sultan who recaptured Jerusalem during the Crusades.

Known for his chivalry and strategic skill, Saladin united Muslim forces and effectively opposed the

Crusader states in the 12th century.

Military Achievements

Saladin’s leadership in battles such as Hattin and his diplomatic skills helped reclaim and stabilize

territories. His combination of military prowess and magnanimity earned respect from both allies and

adversaries.



Legacy in the Middle East

Saladin remains a revered figure in Islamic and world history, symbolizing courage, justice, and

leadership in warfare.

Leonidas I

Leonidas I, king of Sparta, is famed for his heroic stand at the Battle of Thermopylae against the

Persian Empire. His leadership exemplified Spartan discipline, sacrifice, and valor during one of

history’s most iconic last stands.

Battle of Thermopylae

Leonidas and his small force of Spartans and allies held off a vastly superior Persian army, delaying

their advance and inspiring Greek resistance. His tactical use of terrain and unwavering courage

became legendary.

Enduring Symbolism

Leonidas’s sacrifice symbolizes selflessness and determination, resonating through military and

popular culture as an exemplar of warrior ethos.

Summary of the 12 Greatest Warriors in History

Alexander the Great – Macedonian conqueror and tactical innovator.

Genghis Khan – Mongol empire builder and master of cavalry warfare.



Joan of Arc – French heroine and inspirational military leader.

Spartacus – Gladiator and leader of a major slave revolt against Rome.

Napoleon Bonaparte – Revolutionary general and architect of modern warfare.

Sun Tzu – Ancient strategist and author of "The Art of War."

Richard the Lionheart – Crusader king renowned for battlefield courage.

Miyamoto Musashi – Unrivaled Japanese swordsman and martial artist.

Hannibal Barca – Carthaginian general known for daring tactics against Rome.

William Wallace – Scottish knight and symbol of national resistance.

Saladin – Muslim sultan and unifier during the Crusades.

Leonidas I – Spartan king famed for heroic last stand at Thermopylae.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who are considered the 12 greatest warriors in history?

The 12 greatest warriors in history often include legendary figures such as Alexander the Great,

Genghis Khan, Miyamoto Musashi, Joan of Arc, Spartacus, Saladin, Hannibal Barca, Richard the

Lionheart, William Wallace, Napoleon Bonaparte, Sun Tzu, and Attila the Hun.



What qualities made the 12 greatest warriors in history so effective?

The 12 greatest warriors were effective due to their strategic brilliance, courage, leadership skills,

adaptability in battle, mastery of weapons and tactics, and the ability to inspire and unite their troops.

How did Genghis Khan influence warfare as one of the greatest

warriors?

Genghis Khan revolutionized warfare by uniting the Mongol tribes, employing highly mobile cavalry

tactics, psychological warfare, and innovative communication systems, which allowed him to create

one of the largest empires in history.

Why is Miyamoto Musashi considered one of the greatest warriors in

history?

Miyamoto Musashi is considered one of the greatest warriors due to his undefeated record in over 60

duels, his development of the Niten Ichi-ryu dual-sword fighting style, and his influential treatise on

strategy, 'The Book of Five Rings.'

How did Joan of Arc's leadership impact history as one of the greatest

warriors?

Joan of Arc's leadership was pivotal in lifting the Siege of Orléans during the Hundred Years' War,

boosting French morale, and leading to several key victories, which ultimately helped Charles VII to be

crowned king, solidifying her legacy as a courageous warrior and leader.

Additional Resources

1. The Art of War: Lessons from History’s Greatest Warriors

This book explores the strategies and tactics employed by some of the most legendary warriors in

history. It covers figures such as Alexander the Great, Genghis Khan, and Sun Tzu, analyzing how



their military genius shaped the course of history. Readers gain insights into timeless principles of

warfare and leadership that remain relevant today.

2. Warriors of Legend: The Lives of History's Greatest Fighters

Delving into the personal stories and battles of twelve iconic warriors, this book offers a vivid portrayal

of their lives both on and off the battlefield. It highlights how their courage, skill, and determination

earned them places among history’s most formidable fighters. The narrative blends historical facts with

engaging storytelling.

3. Conquerors and Commanders: The 12 Greatest Warriors in History

This comprehensive volume details the military campaigns and leadership styles of twelve renowned

warriors from various cultures and eras. It examines how these commanders achieved their conquests

against overwhelming odds and the legacy they left behind. The book also discusses the political and

social contexts of their battles.

4. Blades of Glory: The Legendary Warriors Who Changed History

Focusing on the weapons and combat techniques of the twelve greatest warriors, this book provides

an in-depth look at how their mastery of arms contributed to their success. It also explores the

symbolism and cultural significance of their fighting styles. Readers will find a rich blend of history,

martial arts, and biography.

5. Champions of War: Profiles of the 12 Greatest Warriors

This collection of profiles presents detailed biographies of twelve warriors known for their exceptional

skill and bravery. From ancient gladiators to medieval knights and samurai, the book spans a wide

range of cultures and time periods. Each chapter highlights the warrior’s most famous battles and their

impact on history.

6. The Warrior’s Code: Ethics and Honor Among History’s Greatest Fighters

Exploring the moral and ethical codes that guided the twelve greatest warriors, this book reveals the

principles that shaped their actions in battle and leadership. It discusses concepts such as honor,

loyalty, and duty across different cultures. The book provides a thoughtful reflection on what it means



to be a true warrior.

7. Siege Masters: The Strategies of History’s Greatest Warriors

This title focuses on the tactical brilliance of the twelve warriors, particularly in siege warfare and

battlefield maneuvers. Through detailed case studies, it shows how these leaders overcame fortified

defenses and outmaneuvered their enemies. The book is a must-read for enthusiasts of military history

and strategy.

8. Warrior Kings: The Twelve Leaders Who Shaped Empires

Highlighting the intersection of warfare and rulership, this book examines how twelve warrior kings

expanded and maintained vast empires. It explores their leadership qualities, military innovations, and

the challenges they faced both in war and governance. The narrative provides a deep understanding

of the role of warriors as rulers.

9. Forged in Battle: The Enduring Legacy of History’s Greatest Warriors

This book reflects on the lasting influence of twelve legendary warriors on modern military thought and

culture. It traces their stories from ancient times to contemporary interpretations in literature, film, and

popular culture. Readers will appreciate how these figures continue to inspire warriors and leaders

today.
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Comfort, 2024-10-08 The Tyndale Bible Dictionary features the work of 139 Bible scholars in more
than 1,000 informative, in-depth articles. Thousands of cross-references enable users to find
additional information and details about other topics that are most important to them. With
hundreds of pictures, maps, and illustrations, and the very best evangelical scholarship on the Bible,
this comprehensive, single-volume Bible dictionary is the principal book in the Tyndale Reference
Library and will be an important addition to anyone's Bible reference collection.
  12 greatest warriors in history: Onomastics of the “Chanson de Roland” Gustav A.
Beckmann, 2023-03-20 This ambitious study of all proper names in the Chanson de Roland is based
for the first time on a systematic survey of the whole geographical and historical literature from
antiquity to after 1100 for the Geographica, and on working through (almost) the entire
documentary tradition of France and its neighbouring regions from 778 to the early 12th century for
the personal names. The overall result is clear: the surviving song is more tightly and profoundly
structured, even in smaller scenes, than generally assumed, it is also richer in depicting reality, and
it has a very long prehistory, which can be traced in outline, albeit with decreasing certainty,
(almost) back to the Frankish defeat of 778. Here are some individual results: for the first time, a
detailed (and ultimately simple!) explanation not only of the ‘pagan’ catalogue of peoples, but also of
the overarching structure of Baligant’s empire, the organisation of North Africa, the corpus of the
Twelve Anti-Pairs as well as the ‘pagan’ gods are given, and individual names such as Bramimunde
and Jurfaret, toponyms such as Marbrise and Marbrose are explained. From Roland’s Spanish
conquests (v. 196–200), the course of the elapsed set anz toz pleins is reconstructed. Even the
names of the weapons prove to be a small structured group, in that they are very discreetly adapted
to their respective ‘pagan’ or Christian owner. On the Christian side, the small list of relics in
Roland’s sword is also carefully devised, not least in what is left out: a relic of the Lord; this is
reserved for Charlemagne’s Joiuse. The author explains for example, why from the archangel triad
only Michael and Gabriel descend to the dying Roland, whereas ‘the’ angel Cherubin descends in
Rafael’s place. Munjoie requires extensive discussion, because here a (hitherto insufficiently
recorded) toponym has been secondarily charged by the poet with traditional theological
associations. The term Ter(e) major is attested for the first time in reality, namely in the late 11th
century in Norman usage. For the core of France, the fourth cornerstone – along with Besançon,
Wissant and Mont-Saint-Michel – is Xanten, and its centre is Aachen. The poet’s artful equilibration
of Charles’s ten eschieles and their leaders is traced. The Capetian barrier emerges as a basic fact of
epic geography. Approximatively, the last quarter of the study is devoted to the prehistory of the
song, going backwards in time: still quite clearly visible is an Angevin Song of Roland from around
1050, in which Marsilĭe, Olivier, Roland, Ganelon, Turpin and Naimes already have roles similar to
those in the preserved Song. Behind it, between about 970 and shortly after 1000, is the Girart de
Vienne from the Middle Rhône, already recognised by Aebischer, with the newly invented Olivier
contra Roland. Finally, in faint outlines, an oldest attainable, also Middle Rhône adaptation of the
Roland material from shortly after 870 emerges. For the Chanson de Roland, Gaston Paris and
Joseph Bédier were thus each right on the main point that was close to their hearts: the surviving
song has both the thoroughly sophisticated structure of great art that Bédier recognised in it, and
the imposingly long prehistory that Paris conjectured.
  12 greatest warriors in history: The Great Big Book of Horrible Things Matthew White,
2011-10-25 A compulsively readable and utterly original account of world history—from an
atrocitologist’s point of view. Evangelists of human progress meet their opposite in Matthew White's
epic examination of history's one hundred most violent events, or, in White's piquant phrasing, the
numbers that people want to argue about. Reaching back to 480 BCE's second Persian War, White
moves chronologically through history to this century's war in the Congo and devotes chapters to
each event, where he surrounds hard facts (time and place) and succinct takeaways (who usually
gets the blame?) with lively military, social, and political histories. With the eye of a seasoned
statistician, White assigns each entry a ranking based on body count, and in doing so he gives voice
to the suffering of ordinary people that, inexorably, has defined every historical epoch. By turns



droll, insightful, matter-of-fact, and ultimately sympathetic to those who died, The Great Big Book of
Horrible Things gives readers a chance to reach their own conclusions while offering a stark
reminder of the darkness of the human heart.
  12 greatest warriors in history: Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1-2 Thessalonians,
Philemon Philip Comfort, Peter Davids, Harold W. Hoehner, 2017-05-02 The Cornerstone Biblical
Commentary provides students, pastors, and laypeople with up-to-date, evangelical scholarship on
the Old and New Testaments. It's designed to equip pastors and Christian leaders with exegetical
and theological knowledge to better understand and apply God's Word by presenting the message of
each passage as well as an overview of other issues surrounding the text. AUTHOR BACKGROUND
Harold W. Hoehner, Ph.D. is Professor of New Testament at Dallas Theological Seminary and is well
known for his work on biblical chronology in the first century. He is also the author of a commentary
on Ephesians in the Baker Exegetical Commentary series. Philip W. Comfort, D. Litt. et Phil., is
senior editor of Bible reference at Tyndale House Publishers and adjunct professor of Religion at
Coastal Carolina University. His works include Early Manuscripts & Modern Translations of the New
Testament, The Text of the Earliest New Testament Greek Manuscripts, and Encountering the
Manuscripts. He has authored two commentaries on John and three volumes of poetry. He serves as
the coordinating New Testament editor for the New Living Translation, and he is the General Editor
for the Cornerstone Biblical Commentary series. Peter Davids, Ph.D. is a Professor of Biblical
Theology at Stephen's University. He served as a missionary educator in Europe, training Christian
leaders in the German-speaking world, and has written commentaries on James and 1 Peter. He is
also co-editor (with Ralph Martin) of The Dictionary of the Later New Testament and Its
Development.
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Harold W. Hoehner, Ph.D. is Professor of New Testament at Dallas Theological Seminary and is well
known for his work on biblical chronology in the first century. He is also the author of a commentary
on Ephesians in the Baker Exegetical Commentary series. Philip W. Comfort, D. Litt. et Phil., is
senior editor of Bible reference at Tyndale House Publishers and adjunct professor of Religion at
Coastal Carolina University. His works include Early Manuscripts & Modern Translations of the New
Testament, The Text of the Earliest New Testament Greek Manuscripts, and Encountering the
Manuscripts. He has authored two commentaries on John and three volumes of poetry. He serves as
the coordinating New Testament editor for the New Living Translation, and he is the General Editor
for the Cornerstone Biblical Commentary series. Peter Davids, Ph.D. is a Professor of Biblical
Theology at Stephen's University. He served as a missionary educator in Europe, training Christian
leaders in the German-speaking world, and has written commentaries on James and 1 Peter. He is
also co-editor (with Ralph Martin) of The Dictionary of the Later New Testament and Its
Development.
  12 greatest warriors in history: Early African Caribbean Newspapers as Archipelagic
Media in the Emancipation Age Johanna Seibert, 2022-11-21 Early African Caribbean
Newspapers as Archipelagic Media in the Emancipation Age shows how two Black-edited periodical
publications in the early decades of the nineteenth century worked towards emancipation through
medium-specific interventions across material and immaterial lines. More concretely, this book
proposes an archipelagic framework for understanding the emancipatory struggles of the Antiguan
Weekly Register in St. John’s and the Jamaica Watchman in Kingston. Complicating the prevalent
narrative about the Register and the Watchman as organs of the free people of color, this book
continues to explore the heterogeneity and evolution of Black newspaper print on the liberal
spectrum. As such, Early African Caribbean Newspapers makes the case that the Register and the



Watchman participated in shaping the contemporary communication market in the Caribbean. To do
so, this study engages deeply with both the textuality and materiality of the newspaper and presents
fresh visual material.
  12 greatest warriors in history: The History of Israel. Translated from the German Georg
Heinrich August von Ewald, 1878
  12 greatest warriors in history: The History of Israel: The rise and splendour of the Hebrew
monarchy Heinrich Ewald, 1878
  12 greatest warriors in history: The history of Israel, tr., ed. by R. Martineau (J.E.
Carpenter, J.F. Smith). Heinrich Ewald, 1878
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  12 greatest warriors in history: Ghostbusting Men Conrad Riker, 101-01-01 Feeling
Haunted by ‘Toxic’ Lies? Discover the Bulletproof Blueprint to Restore Unapologetic Manhood. Do
you sense that modern culture wants men weak, confused, and ashamed of their instincts? Why are
boys taught to “deconstruct” their own courage, discipline, and logic—but never their doubts? What
if the “specters” of critical theory aren’t academic quirks… but weapons to erase masculine agency?
- Expose the 50-year plot to replace heroes with perpetual victims. - Unlock biological truths
feminism doesn’t want you to know about male superiority. - Crush the double bind of “toxic
masculinity” vs. “fragile masculinity” with Aristotelian ruthlessness. - Defy gynocratic traps:
marriage collapse, fatherless homes, and Beta Provider slavery. - Rebuild Spartan discipline in a
world addicted to male weakness. - Neutralize Derrida’s “hauntology”—the ghostly lie that
objectivity is dead. - Dominate woke art cults, feminist A.I., and mental health gaslighting. -
Resurrect the unbreakable codes of warriors, patriarchs, and conquerors. If you want to incinerate
the spectral lies poisoning your mind, family, and future—buy this book TODAY before they delete it.
  12 greatest warriors in history: American Warrior Brig. Gen. John C. "Doc" Bahnsen Jr.
USA, Wess Roberts, 2008-01-01 Brigadier General John C. Doc Bahnsen, Jr. One of America's most
decorated soldiers in the Vietnam War. The ultimate warrior who engaged the enemy from nearly
every type of aircraft and armored vehicle in the Army's inventory. An expert strategist who
developed military tactics later adopted as doctrine. A revered leader ready to plunge into the thick
of battle with his bare hands... From Fort Knox to the front lines, accounts of Doc's brilliance in time
of war became the stuff of legend--stories that are told with reverence to this day, inspiring raw
recruits as well as America's future leaders. Now, drawing on his own recollections, as well as those
of the men who fought beside him, Doc Bahnsen gives a full, uncensored account of his astonishing
war record--and an unforgettable ground-level view of the day-to-day realities of serving one's
country. Spellbinding. . .a must-read.--Thomas E. White, Jr.,18th Secretary of the Army Uncensored,
raw, and striking. . .I recommend it highly.--General Barry R. McCaffrey Packed with heaps of
heroism, courage, sacrifice, controvery--and a dash of humor.--Major General James L. Dozier This
book explodes like a hand grenade. Be ready for a hell of a read!--Lieutenant General Hank Emerson
**Main Selection of the Military Book Club**
  12 greatest warriors in history: King's Province Craig Anthony,
  12 greatest warriors in history: Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible: A-I , 1988
  12 greatest warriors in history: The History of Stowmarket Arthur George Harper
Hollingsworth, 1844
  12 greatest warriors in history: Analytical and Classified Catalogue of the Library of the
Parliament of Queensland Queensland. Parliament. Library, Denis O'Donovan (C.M.G.), 1883
  12 greatest warriors in history: Problematic Identities in Women's Fiction of the Sri
Lankan Diaspora Alexandra Watkins, 2015-06-02 Women novelists of the Sri Lankan diaspora
make a significant contribution to the field of South Asian postcolonial studies. Their writing is
critical and subversive, particularly concerned as it is with the problematic of identity. This book
engages in insightful readings of nine novels by women writers of the Sri Lankan diaspora: Michelle
de Kretser’s The Hamilton Case (2003); Yasmine Gooneratne’s A Change of Skies (1991), The



Pleasures of Conquest (1996), and The Sweet and Simple Kind (2006); Chandani Lokugé’s If the
Moon Smiled (2000) and Turtle Nest (2003); Karen Roberts’s July (2001); Roma Tearne’s Mosquito
(2007); and V.V. Ganeshananthan’s Love Marriage (2008). These texts are set in Sri Lanka but also
in contemporary Australia, England, Italy, Canada, and North America. They depict British
colonialism, the Tamil–Sinhalese conflict, neocolonial touristic predation, and the
double-consciousness of diaspora. Despite these different settings and preoccupations, however, this
body of work reveals a consistent and vital concern with identity, as notably gendered and expressed
through resonant images of mourning, melancholia, and other forms of psychic disturbance. This is a
groundbreaking study of a neglected but powerful body of postcolonial fiction. “This is an excellent
study that I believe makes a significant and timely contribution to the fields of postcolonial
literature, Sri Lankan anglophone literature, diasporic literature, women’s studies, and world
literature. It was a stimulating and thought-provoking read.” Dr Maryse Jayasuriya, The University of
Texas at El Paso.
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