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12 angry men movie quiz is a popular way to test knowledge about one of
cinema's most iconic courtroom dramas. This article provides a comprehensive
guide to creating and understanding quizzes related to the classic film "12
Angry Men." Whether for educational purposes, fan engagement, or general
trivia, a well-structured quiz can deepen appreciation of the movie’s themes,
characters, and plot details. The quiz questions often cover character
analysis, significant dialogue, plot twists, and the historical context of
the film. Additionally, exploring the different types of questions and
effective strategies for crafting a quiz can enhance both the quiz maker’s
and taker’s experience. This article will also include sample questions to
illustrate the range and depth a 12 Angry Men movie quiz can encompass. Below
is an overview of the main topics covered.

Understanding the Significance of 12 Angry Men

Key Elements to Include in a 12 Angry Men Movie Quiz

Types of Questions for a Movie Quiz

Sample 12 Angry Men Movie Quiz Questions

e Tips for Creating an Engaging Movie Quiz

Understanding the Significance of 12 Angry Men

The movie "12 Angry Men" is a landmark film in American cinema, known for its
powerful exploration of justice, prejudice, and the dynamics of group
decision-making. Released in 1957 and directed by Sidney Lumet, the film
focuses on twelve jurors deliberating the guilt or innocence of a defendant
in a homicide trial. Its intense character-driven narrative and moral
questions make it an ideal subject for quizzes that challenge viewers to
recall details and engage critically with the material.

Historical and Cultural Context

Understanding the historical and cultural backdrop of "12 Angry Men" enriches
the quiz experience. The film was produced during a period when the American
judicial system and societal issues such as racial prejudice and the concept
of reasonable doubt were critically examined. The movie reflects these themes
through its characters and plot, providing a rich source of content for quiz
questions that test knowledge beyond just plot recall.



Impact on Legal and Educational Fields

"12 Angry Men" has been widely used in legal education and ethics courses to
illustrate jury deliberation processes and the importance of impartiality.
Quizzes based on this film can therefore serve dual purposes: entertainment
and education. Questions might explore how the jurors’ personalities
influence their verdict or how the film portrays the concept of justice
within the jury system.

Key Elements to Include in a 12 Angry Men Movie
Quiz

A successful quiz on "12 Angry Men" incorporates various elements that cover
the film comprehensively. These include character identification, plot
points, thematic analysis, and significant quotations. Including a range of
question types encourages deeper engagement and ensures the quiz appeals to
different levels of familiarity with the movie.

Character-Centric Questions

Focusing on the jurors themselves is essential. Each juror has a distinct
personality and role, making questions about their traits, actions, and
motivations a vital part of the quiz. For example, identifying which juror
advocates for the defendant’s innocence or which juror is most prejudiced can
test detailed knowledge of the film’'s characters.

Plot and Setting Details

Questions that address specific plot moments, the setting, and the sequence
of events help assess recall and understanding of the narrative structure.
This might include the initial vote count, pivotal moments in the
deliberations, or the significance of evidence discussed during the jury’s
discussions.

Thematic and Moral Questions

Given the film’s strong thematic content, questions that probe the underlying
messages—such as justice, reasonable doubt, and the dangers of prejudice—add
depth to the quiz. These questions encourage critical thinking and reflection
on the film’s broader social commentary.



Types of Questions for a Movie Quiz

Various question formats can make a 12 Angry Men movie quiz engaging and
effective. Selecting diverse types ensures a balanced evaluation of knowledge
and understanding.

Multiple Choice Questions

Multiple choice questions are popular for their clarity and ease of grading.
They are suitable for testing factual knowledge about the movie, such as
identifying characters or recalling key plot points.

True or False

True or false questions are useful for quickly assessing knowledge of
specific details or common misconceptions about the film’s content.

Short Answer and Fill-in-the-Blank

These question types require more precise recall, asking quiz takers to
provide specific names, quotes, or terms related to the movie. They can test
familiarity with dialogue or thematic vocabulary.

Essay or Discussion Questions

For educational settings, essay questions allow for deeper analysis. These
questions can explore the film’s social implications, character motivations,
or the effectiveness of its dramatic techniques.

Sample 12 Angry Men Movie Quiz Questions

To illustrate the scope and style of questions suitable for a 12 Angry Men
movie quiz, the following examples cover various aspects of the film.

1. Who is the first juror to vote 'not guilty' during the initial ballot?

This question tests knowledge of character roles and critical plot
moments.

2. What is the primary reason Juror 8 votes 'not guilty' initially?
This question explores character motivation and thematic understanding.



3. True or False: All jurors agree on the defendant's guilt at the
beginning of the film.

This true or false question assesses basic plot awareness.

4. Which piece of evidence is pivotal in changing the jurors’ opinions?

This question targets plot details and the role of evidence in
deliberations.

5. Explain the significance of the setting in the jury room.

This essay-style question invites analysis of the film’s confined
setting and its impact on tension and character interaction.

Tips for Creating an Engaging Movie Quiz

Crafting a compelling 12 Angry Men movie quiz requires attention to detail
and an understanding of the audience. Balancing difficulty, variety, and
relevance ensures the quiz remains engaging and informative.

Incorporate Diverse Question Types

Using a mix of multiple choice, true or false, and short answer questions
keeps the quiz dynamic and caters to different testing preferences. Including
some open-ended questions can encourage deeper reflection.

Focus on Both Detail and Big Picture

Questions should range from specific facts about the film’s plot and
characters to broader thematic issues. This approach tests comprehensive
knowledge and critical thinking.

Use Clear and Concise Language

Well-worded questions prevent confusion and ensure that quiz participants
understand what is being asked. Avoid ambiguity, especially in multiple
choice options.

Test for Understanding, Not Just Memorization

Including questions that require interpretation or application of the film's
themes encourages participants to engage more deeply with "12 Angry Men"



rather than merely recalling facts.

Plan the quiz structure before writing questions

Review the film or script to ensure accuracy

Consider the target audience’s knowledge level

Include a mix of easy and challenging questions

Provide explanations or feedback for answers when possible

Frequently Asked Questions

Who directed the movie 'l12 Angry Men'?

Sidney Lumet directed the movie '12 Angry Men'.

What is the central theme of the movie 'l12 Angry
Men'?
The central theme is the importance of reasonable doubt and the justice

system in ensuring a fair trial.

How many jurors are featured in the movie '12 Angry
Men'?

There are 12 jurors featured in the movie.

What is the initial vote count among the jurors at
the beginning of the deliberation?

The initial vote is 11 guilty and 1 not guilty.

Which juror is the first to vote 'not guilty' in the
movie?

Juror 8, played by Henry Fonda, is the first to vote 'not guilty'.

What is the setting of most of the scenes in '12



Angry Men'?

Most scenes take place in a single jury deliberation room.

What is the verdict the jurors must decide in '12
Angry Men'?

They must decide whether the defendant is guilty of murder beyond a
reasonable doubt.

How does Juror 8 create reasonable doubt among the
other jurors?

He challenges the evidence and witnesses' testimonies, pointing out
inconsistencies and alternative possibilities.

In what year was the movie '12 Angry Men' released?

The movie was released in 1957.

What message does 'l1l2 Angry Men' convey about group
dynamics and decision-making?

‘12 Angry Men' conveys that open discussion, critical thinking, and standing
up for one's convictions can influence group decisions and promote justice.

Additional Resources

1. 12 Angry Men: A Play in a Jury Room by Reginald Rose

This is the original play by Reginald Rose that inspired the movie "12 Angry
Men." The book presents the intense deliberations of a jury in a homicide
trial, exploring themes of justice, reasonable doubt, and moral courage. It
is a compelling study of group dynamics and the power of one dissenting
voice. A must-read for a deeper understanding of the story behind the film.

2. Analyzing 12 Angry Men: Justice and Group Dynamics

This analytical book delves into the psychological and sociological aspects
portrayed in "12 Angry Men." It examines how groupthink, prejudice, and
persuasion influence jury decisions. Ideal for readers interested in the
intersection of law, psychology, and human behavior.

3. The Art of Jury Deliberation: Lessons from 12 Angry Men

Focusing on the decision-making process within juries, this book uses "12
Angry Men" as a case study to highlight effective communication and critical
thinking. It discusses how biases can be overcome and the importance of
reasonable doubt in the justice system. The book is a practical guide for
students of law and social science.



4. Justice on Trial: Jury Stories Inspired by 12 Angry Men

A collection of fictional and real-life jury stories inspired by the themes
and moral questions raised in "12 Angry Men." This book explores the
complexities of justice and the human element in legal verdicts. It offers a
broad perspective on the challenges jurors face.

5. 12 Angry Men and the American Legal System

This book provides an overview of the American jury system through the lens
of "12 Angry Men." It discusses the history, structure, and function of
juries in the U.S. legal framework, highlighting how the play and movie
reflect real-world judicial processes. A useful resource for understanding
legal principles.

6. Critical Thinking in the Courtroom: Insights from 12 Angry Men

Exploring the role of critical thinking in jury deliberations, this book uses
"12 Angry Men" to illustrate how evidence should be evaluated logically and
without bias. It emphasizes the importance of questioning assumptions and the
impact of individual reasoning on group decisions. Perfect for those
interested in logic and law.

7. 12 Angry Men: Character Studies and Moral Dilemmas

This book offers a detailed look at the characters in "12 Angry Men,"
analyzing their backgrounds, motives, and personal biases. It discusses how
their interactions reveal larger moral and ethical questions about justice
and responsibility. A fascinating read for those intrigued by character-
driven narratives.

8. The Psychology of Persuasion in 12 Angry Men

Focusing on the techniques of persuasion displayed in the film, this book
examines how one juror influences the others to reconsider their verdict. It
highlights principles of social psychology such as conformity, resistance,
and influence. An insightful resource for understanding interpersonal
communication.

9. 12 Angry Men Study Guide and Quiz Book

Designed specifically for educators and students, this guide includes
summaries, discussion questions, and quizzes related to "12 Angry Men." It
helps readers engage critically with the text and film, enhancing
comprehension and analysis skills. Ideal for classroom use or individual
study.
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12 angry men movie quiz: The Movie Quiz Book Little White Lies, 2019-08-26 Imagine the
best pub quiz you've ever been to, but without suffering the hangover the next morning! From heroic
heroines, famous final lines and award-winning directors, to Hollywood's golden age, memorable
movie flops and the film world's biggest franchises, the book's over 1,600 questions cover every
aspect of the movies. Thrown in among the brain-testing questions are a series of visual quizzes and
challenges—including an It's a Wonderful Life spot-the-difference and the world premiere of a
Jean-Claude van Damme-themed wordsearch! Put together by the team at indie film magazine Little
White Lies, The Movie Quiz Book includes 120 movie quizzes, from seriously difficult text-based, to
downright silly illustrated visual quizzes. The Movie Quiz Book is illustrated by Sophie Mo.

12 angry men movie quiz: Pub Quiz Eric Saunders, 2021-10-15 Over 4000 questions, together
with a 'how to run a pub quiz' introduction, provide you with everything to host the best quiz night
ever! The questions cover a wide range of subjects to test the general knowledge of the most
seasoned quiz fans.

12 angry men movie quiz: The Giant Quiz Book: 1000 Questions and Answers to Engage All
Minds Peter Keyne, Elsinore Books, 2020-04-13 The Giant Quiz Book: 1000 Questions and Answers
to Engage all Minds; picks up right where The Great Quiz Book left off! Once again, we’ve brought
together a host of fresh and intriguing questions that will test the limits of your knowledge across a
huge range of subjects. The book is divided into 4 parts: Part 1 presents 50 challenging general
knowledge quizzes. Part 2 introduces the “specialist rounds” at three levels of difficulty: medium,
challenging and fiendish. Here you’ll find questions on geography, history, sport, science and nature,
literature, art and architecture, and movies and TV. Part 3 brings a lighter touch with a selection of
“bonus round” quizzes, where you'll be asked to spot connections, identify years from a series of
clues, unravel proverbs, and sort out lists of famous people, places and things. Part 4 contains 20
“family fun” quizzes that will be especially enjoyable for younger minds. There are straightforward
general knowledge questions, alongside rhyming and alphabet quizzes. At Elsinore Books we pride
ourselves on creating beautiful e-Books, and devote great attention to formatting, and ease of
navigation. This book contains a cleanly-styled contents page that permits easy movement between
quizzes. Each quiz occupies its own chapter, so you can move between quizzes by pressing a single
button on your e-reader. You can access the answers to each quiz by following the links at the top
and bottom of the question page. On the answer pages you'll find each question rewritten and
followed by its answer in bold. You can view a full listing of the quizzes inside by clicking on the
preview of this book and viewing the contents page. Example questions: General Knowledge 1 1.
Who wears the Ring of the Fisherman? 2. What are the six official languages of the United Nations?
3. What became the official motto of the United States in 19567 4. In which layer of Earth’s
atmosphere do nearly all weather conditions take place? 5. What is Iceland’s only native land
mammal? 6. Who composed the soundtracks for Iron Man, Game of Thrones, and Westworld? 7.
What is the first drink ordered by James Bond in the first novel of the book series? 8. Which US city
will host the 2028 Summer Olympics? 9. How many characters do the numbers from zero to nine
each have in Morse code? 10. In Greek mythology, who was the keeper of the winds? Geography:
Medium 1. Which city is divided into Asian and European parts by the Bosporus? 2. What are the five
boroughs of New York? 3. Which country is divided into 26 cantons? 4. The Tropic of Capricorn is
also known as the “Northern Tropic”. True or False? 5. What prefix has been conferred to the
English towns of Tunbridge Wells, Leamington Spa, and Wootton Basset? 6. What is the name of the
archipelago which includes Mallorca, Menorca, Ibiza, and Formentera? 7. What is the largest and
second most populous state of Germany? 8. What is the largest of the Channel Islands? 9. In which
country is the Massif Central highland region? 10. Which city is home to Croke Park stadium?
Rhyming Quiz 1 1. Which Frenchman lost his sight in a childhood accident and went on to develop a
writing system for people who are visually impaired? 2. Sir Galahad, Sir Bors, and Sir Percival
attained which legendary object? 3. Coturnix coturnix is the Latin name for which ground-nesting
bird? 4. In humans, which gender has two different kinds of sex chromosomes? 5. Which famous



cabinet-maker was born in Yorkshire in 1718? 6. Complete the quote from Percy Bysshe Shelley: “A
poet is a who sits in darkness and sings to cheer its own solitude...” 7. Which actor has
portrayed Moses, Melvin Purvis, Michael Burry, and Dicky Eklund? 8. What is the most common
sedimentary rock? 9. In computing and graphic design, what is the term for a reduced-size image
that represents a larger one?

12 angry men movie quiz: The N*O*VO Nostalgia Movie Quiz and Information Book
David Cameron Dunn, Ph.D., 2017-02-10 The N*O*VO Nostalgia Movie Quiz and Information Book
by David Cameron Dunn, Ph.D. The N*O*VO Nostalgia Movie Quiz and Information Book was written
as a labor of love by a cinephile. Its intended audience is the kindred spirits out there who not only
relish the “good, old films and players,” but who also enjoy being asked questions about them. The
book goes a step further by quantifying the difficulty of the questions, providing the readers with the
opportunity to record their “scores” and “batting averages.” Not only may the individual assess his
or her personal expertise in the realm of motion picture lore, but also in the competitive way with
family and friends as a game. In addition to the quiz section, which comprises the pronounced
majority of the book, the readers will also find several interesting informational appendices. In view
of the above, the reader will find this work to be set apart from the many other similar entries on the
shelves!

12 angry men movie quiz: Quantick's Quite Difficult Quiz Book David Quantick,
2021-11-04 'Best quiz book ever' HARRY HILL 'Quantick is the Captain Beefheart of quizzing' MARK
BILLINGHAM 'The antidote to every deathly dull pub quiz you've ever been to. This is how a quiz
book should be written - where having fun is the most important outcome' GARY WIGGLESWORTH,
author of The Book Lover's Quiz Book Distinctive, unusual, difficult, but spectacularly entertaining,
this quiz book is to other pub quizzes what Trivial Pursuit was to Ludo, what The Hitch-Hiker's
Guide to the Galaxy is like to the Rhyl phone directory, and what the Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost is like
compared to a kid's scooter. Loads better. David Quantick works regularly with Armando Iannucci,
including on the new HBO series, Avenue 5. He won an Emmy as part of the writing team on Veep, a
BAFTA for Harry Hill's TV Burp and a Writers' Guild Award for The Thick of It. For over fifteen
years, David has also hosted his own very popular quizzes at festivals, events, pubs, clubs, cinemas
and in tents: the quizzes range is broad and the questions are tricky. They're not about statistics,
there's no sport, the picture rounds are conceptual, and there's sometimes a round called 'Martin
Amis Character or Blur Song'. Each quiz is funny and entertaining even if you don't know the
answers. The quizzes are informative and opinionated. In some ways, they're like stand-up with
questions. This is a book based on David's excellent live quizzes, described by many people as 'quite
difficult'. But they are quizzes. Quite difficult quizzes that tax the brain and make it go in directions
it didn't know it could. That's not to say the questions are fiendishly scientific and packed with
questions about dates and the periodic table. They're about books and music, movies and actors,
strange events and interesting quotes. You don't leave a Quantick quiz knowing how many times
Spurs have won the League, but you may know how many Shirleys have sung a Bond theme or how
George V made the front page of The Times. The effectiveness of David's quizzes is down to their
unusual variety and almost stream-of-consciousness leaps and bounds of factual imagination. There's
not even much point in cheating, because the answers often require mental agility as well as just
knowing where Calais is (it's in France, but it wasn't always, even when it was). David's quiz book
includes twenty-five main quizzes, four Christmas quizzes and four specialist quizzes, so thirty-three
quizzes in total. Entertaining in its own right, this is also a conceptual yet very practical guide to
staging excellent quizzes of your own.

12 angry men movie quiz: Accidental Encyclopedia Andy Grogan, 2015-01-24 An overview
of web design and UX of the best web sites on the internet.

12 angry men movie quiz: More Movie-Based Illustrations for Preaching and Teaching
Craig Brian Larson, Lori Quicke, 2004-05-18 Volume 2. 101 high-quality movie-based illustrations for
preachers and speakers, cross-referenced and indexed by Scripture texts and keywords, plus clip
location on the video version.



12 angry men movie quiz: Friendly Questions about 12 Angry Men for Fan Leslie Gibbons,
2020-12-15 Sidney Lumet directed more than 40 films in his half-century career, many of them
dealing with issues of social justice and fairness. That includes the movie where it all began,
concerning a dozen guys in a humid jury room. 12 Angry Men earned positive reviews and a few
Oscar nominations when it was released in 1957, but only later did it become the gold standard of
courtroom dramas, a powerful and instructive film that's been shown in law classes ever since. To
celebrate the film's 60th anniversary, this book includes quizzes and some on-the-record facts to
illuminate your next viewing.

12 angry men movie quiz: Campbell's Accent on Numbers Quiz Book John P. Campbell,
2000-10

12 angry men movie quiz: The Chronicle of the Movies :ba Year-by-year History from the Jazz
Singer to Today , 1991

12 angry men movie quiz: Law at the Movies Stanley Fish, 2024 Stanley Fish focuses on
well-known movies (such as Anatomy of a Murder, Twelve Angry Men, or A Man for All Seasons) that
take law as their subject, and explains how legal doctrine is made into the stuff of plot and
character. A book for movie lovers written in an accessible and engaging style.

12 angry men movie quiz: Movies and TV: The New York Public Library Book of Answers
Melinda Corey, Diane Corey, George Ochoa, 1992-07-01 If you're a movie or television fan - how
many of these questions can you answer? What was the last picture show in The Last Picture Show?
Where was the stagecoach headed in Stagecoach? What was the name of the dinosaur bone in
Bringing Up Baby? What did Gomer Pyle do before he entered the Marines? Who played Gentle Ben?
Like The Book of Answers, this book answers hundreds of questions in one of the New York Public
LIbrary Telephone Reference Service's most popular areas - film and television. It covers the biggest
stars, breakthrough productions, famous on-and-off-screen incidents, and film and TV history and
trivia. Movies and TV: The New York Public Library Book of Answers is both informative and
entertaining - a treasure trove of fascinating movie and TV facts, a perfect companion to The Book of
Answers, and a real treat for movie and TV fans.

12 angry men movie quiz: What the Flick? Volume 1 Movie Geek, 2017-04 A quiz book on
movie clips that makes a great party game. Can be played alone, one-on-one, or in large groups. Has
clips from movies as far back as 1930, all the way up to current day.

12 angry men movie quiz: Movie Trivia Quiz Book, 1982

12 angry men movie quiz: Leonard Maltin's 2013 Movie Guide Leonard Maltin, 2012-09-04
NEW More than 16,000 capsule movie reviews, with more than 300 new entries NEW More than
13,000 DVD and 13,000 video listings NEW Up-to-date list of mail-order and online sources for
buying and renting DVDs and videos NEW Completely updated index of leading performers MORE
Official motion picture code ratings from G to NC-17 MORE Old and new theatrical and video
releases rated **** to BOMB MORE Exact running times—an invaluable guide for recording and for
discovering which movies have been edited MORE Reviews of little-known sleepers, foreign films,
rarities, and classics AND Leonard's personal list of fifty notable debut features Summer
blockbusters and independent sleepers; masterworks of Alfred Hitchcock, Billy Wilder, and Martin
Scorsese; the timeless comedy of the Marx Brothers and Buster Keaton; animated classics from Walt
Disney and Pixar; the finest foreign films ever made. This 2013 edition covers the modern era, from
1965 to the present, while including all the great older films you can’t afford to miss—and those you
can—from box-office smashes to cult classics to forgotten gems to forgettable bombs, listed
alphabetically, and complete with all the essential information you could ask for. * Date of release,
running time, director, stars, MPAA ratings, color or black and white ¢« Concise summary, capsule
review, and four-star-to-BOMB rating system ¢ Precise information on films shot in widescreen
format ¢ Symbols for DVD s, videos, and laserdiscs * Completely updated index of leading actors ¢
Up-to-date list of mail-order and online sources for buying and renting DVDs and videos

12 angry men movie quiz: What's Your Red, White, and Blue 1Q? Stephen ]J. Spignesi, 2004
- During which President's term were adhesive postage stamps used for the first time?- How much




did the United States pay Denmark to purchase the Virgin Islands?- Which U.S. President was the
first to travel abroad in his official capacity, when he went to inspect the Panama Canal?- Which
amendment to the Constitution permits an Income Tax?

12 angry men movie quiz: Stump Your Lawyer Howard Zaharoff, 2011-12-16 For the lawyers
who think they know it all—or for those of you who worry that your legal counsel can't tell a tort
from a tartStump Your Lawyer! is a hilarious tour of the quirks and curiosities of our legal system.
This tongue-in-cheek volume offers witty, practical, and thought-provoking challenges for the legally
minded. Short case histories, definitions, multiple-choice quizzes, and other formats mock the bar
exam approach and probe the reader's knowledge of obscure statutes, baffling decisions, bizarre
legal concepts, and antiquated jargon. Whether you're studying, practicing, or running from the law,
this book will keep you laughing—and learning—all the way to the courthouse.

12 angry men movie quiz: Pop Goes the Decade Ralph G. Giordano, 2017-06-05 Covering
significant historical and cultural moments, public figures and celebrities, art and entertainment,
and technology that influenced life during the decade, this book documents the 1950s through the
lens of popular culture. On the surface, the 1950s was a time of post-war prosperity and abundance.
However, in spite of a relaxation of immigration policies, the good life in the 50s was mainly
confined to white non-ethnic Americans. A new Cold War with the Soviet Union intended to contain
the threat of Communism, and the resulting red scare tinged the experience of all U.S. citizens
during the decade. This book examines the key trends, people, and movements of the 1950s and
inspects them within a larger cultural and social context. By highlighting controversies in the
decade, readers will gain a better understanding of the social values and thinking of the time. The
examination of the individuals who influenced American culture in the 1950s enables students to
gauge the tension between established norms of conformity and those figures that used pop culture
as a broad avenue for change—either intentionally, or by accident.

12 angry men movie quiz: The Ultimate Book of Pub Trivia by the Smartest Guy in the Bar
Austin Rogers, 2022-02-22 Knock back a brew and play a few rounds of the greatest, most
fascinating, and hilarious pub trivia ever devised, written by 12-time Jeopardy! champion Austin
Rogers, a longtime New York City bartender and pub trivia host for 15 years.

12 angry men movie quiz: Modern American Drama: Playwriting in the 1950s Susan C.
W. Abbotson, 2019-11-14 The Decades of Modern American Drama series provides a comprehensive
survey and study of the theatre produced in each decade from the 1930s to 2009 in eight volumes.
Each volume equips readers with a detailed understanding of the context from which work emerged:
an introduction considers life in the decade with a focus on domestic life and conditions, social
changes, culture, media, technology, industry and political events; while a chapter on the theatre of
the decade offers a wide-ranging and thorough survey of theatres, companies, dramatists, new
movements and developments in response to the economic and political conditions of the day. The
work of the four most prominent playwrights from the decade receives in-depth analysis and
re-evaluation by a team of experts, together with commentary on their subsequent work and legacy.
A final section brings together original documents such as interviews with the playwrights and with
directors, drafts of play scenes, and other previously unpublished material. The major writers and
their works to receive in-depth coverage in this volume include: * William Inge: Picnic (1953), Bus
Stop (1955) and The Dark at the Top of the Stairs (1957); * Stephen Sondheim, Arthur Laurents and
Jerome Robbins: West Side Story (1957) and Gypsy (1959); * Alice Childress: Just a Little Simple
(1950), Gold Through the Trees (1952) and Trouble in Mind (1955); * Jerome Lawrence and Robert
Lee: Inherit the Wind (1955), Auntie Mame (1956) and The Gang's All Here (1959).
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