12 angry men movie questions

12 angry men movie questions often arise from the film's intense courtroom drama and its deep
exploration of justice, human nature, and moral responsibility. This classic film, based on Reginald
Rose's teleplay, invites viewers to ponder complex issues such as reasonable doubt, prejudice, and
the dynamics of group decision-making. The movie's setting in a jury deliberation room provides a
powerful stage for examining how personal biases and critical thinking influence verdicts. As one of
the most studied films in legal and ethical education, it prompts numerous inquiries about its
characters, plot development, themes, and cinematic techniques. Understanding these 12 angry men
movie questions can enhance appreciation of the film's relevance and its enduring impact on
audiences worldwide. This article will explore key questions related to the movie, offering detailed
insights and analysis.

e Plot and Setting Questions

e Character Analysis Questions
e Thematic Questions

e Legal and Ethical Questions

¢ Cinematic and Production Questions

Plot and Setting Questions

The plot and setting of "12 Angry Men" are central to understanding the film's tension and message.
The entire story unfolds almost exclusively within a jury deliberation room, emphasizing the
claustrophobic and intense atmosphere.

What is the central conflict of the movie?

The central conflict revolves around twelve jurors tasked with deciding the guilt or innocence of a
teenage boy accused of murdering his father. The conflict emerges as one juror, Juror 8, challenges
the apparent consensus of guilt and insists on thorough deliberation, highlighting themes of
reasonable doubt and justice.

How does the setting influence the story?

The confined jury room setting amplifies the pressure on the jurors, forcing them to confront their
prejudices and biases without distraction. This limitation creates an intense psychological
environment that drives the drama and character development.



What role does time play in the plot?

The film's real-time progression heightens suspense and realism. The jury deliberation takes place
over several hours, during which tensions rise and opinions shift, reflecting the slow and often
difficult process of reaching a unanimous verdict.

Character Analysis Questions

The twelve jurors each bring unique perspectives and personalities to the deliberation, which
significantly impact the jury's dynamics and the film's message. Examining these characters
addresses many of the 12 angry men movie questions.

Who is Juror 8, and why is he important?

Juror 8, portrayed as calm, logical, and empathetic, is the protagonist who advocates for a fair and
unbiased review of the evidence. He is crucial because he introduces reasonable doubt and
encourages others to reconsider their initial judgments.

How do personal biases affect the jurors’ decisions?

Several jurors reveal personal prejudices related to race, class, and personal experiences that cloud
their judgment. These biases serve as obstacles to impartiality, illustrating how human nature can
interfere with justice.

What transformations do the jurors undergo?

Throughout the deliberation, many jurors change their votes after confronting evidence and
reflecting on their own biases. These transformations underscore the film’s message about the
power of critical thinking and moral courage.

Thematic Questions

Exploring the themes in "12 Angry Men" provides deeper insight into the film’s enduring
significance. These thematic questions delve into justice, morality, and group dynamics.

What is the theme of reasonable doubt?

The film emphasizes that a guilty verdict must be beyond reasonable doubt, underscoring the
importance of thorough deliberation and the presumption of innocence in the justice system.



How does the movie address prejudice and stereotypes?

Prejudice and stereotypes are depicted as barriers to justice, with some jurors initially allowing their
biases to influence their votes. The film critiques these attitudes and advocates for objective
evaluation.

What does the movie say about the importance of civic duty?

"12 Angry Men" highlights the responsibility of jurors to uphold justice, demonstrating how
individual actions contribute to the integrity of the legal system and society.

Legal and Ethical Questions

The movie raises important legal and ethical questions related to the jury system and moral
responsibility, which are commonly discussed in analyses of the film.

How accurately does the film portray the jury deliberation
process?

The film is praised for its realistic depiction of jury deliberations, including the requirement for
unanimity and the challenges of group decision-making under pressure.

What ethical dilemmas do the jurors face?

Jurors must balance personal beliefs with legal obligations, confront their own prejudices, and
decide whether to stand alone against the majority, highlighting ethical conflicts inherent in jury
duty.

How does the film illustrate the concept of justice?

The film portrays justice as a complex, human-centered process requiring fairness, open-
mindedness, and moral integrity, rather than a simple or mechanical application of the law.

Cinematic and Production Questions

Understanding the cinematic techniques and production background of "12 Angry Men" helps
explain how the film achieves its dramatic effect and critical acclaim.

What filmmaking techniques enhance the film’s tension?

The use of close-up shots, tight framing, and gradual changes in lighting intensify the emotional



pressure and highlight jurors’ reactions, contributing to the film’s immersive atmosphere.

Who directed the film, and what is its historical significance?

Directed by Sidney Lumet in 1957, the film is celebrated for its contribution to courtroom drama
genre and remains a seminal work for its social commentary and cinematic innovation.

Why does the film use a mostly single setting?

The single setting focuses attention on dialogue and character interaction, emphasizing
psychological tension and moral debate over action or spectacle, which aligns with the film’s
thematic concerns.

e What is the central conflict of the movie?

e Who is Juror 8, and why is he important?

e What is the theme of reasonable doubt?

e How accurately does the film portray the jury deliberation process?

e What filmmaking techniques enhance the film’s tension?

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of the movie '12 Angry Men'?

The central theme of '12 Angry Men' is the importance of reasonable doubt and the pursuit of justice
within the jury deliberation process.

Who is the protagonist in ‘12 Angry Men' and what role does
he play?

Juror #8 is the protagonist in '12 Angry Men'; he advocates for a thorough discussion and challenges
the other jurors' biases to ensure a fair verdict.

How does the setting of '12 Angry Men' contribute to the
film's tension?

The confined jury room setting in '12 Angry Men' creates a claustrophobic atmosphere that
heightens tension and forces the jurors to confront their prejudices.



What role does prejudice play in the deliberations in '12 Angry
Men'?

Prejudice influences several jurors' initial votes and opinions, highlighting how personal biases can
impact justice and decision-making.

How does Juror #8 attempt to convince the other jurors to
reconsider the verdict?

Juror #8 presents logical arguments, points out inconsistencies in the evidence, and encourages
open-minded discussion to persuade others to reconsider.

What is the significance of the film's title, '12 Angry Men'?

The title '12 Angry Men' reflects the intense emotions and conflicts among the twelve jurors as they
deliberate the fate of the defendant.

How does '12 Angry Men' address the concept of reasonable
doubt?

The film emphasizes reasonable doubt by showing how Juror #8 raises questions about the evidence,
prompting others to critically evaluate the case before reaching a verdict.

What impact did '12 Angry Men' have on popular culture and
legal dramas?

'12 Angry Men' influenced popular culture by setting a standard for courtroom and jury room
dramas, highlighting moral complexity and the judicial process.

Are there any notable character archetypes represented
among the jurors in '12 Angry Men'?

Yes, the jurors represent various archetypes such as the skeptic, the bigot, the idealist, and the
pragmatist, each contributing to the dynamics of the deliberation.

How does the movie ‘12 Angry Men' demonstrate the power of
persuasion?

The movie showcases how Juror #8's calm reasoning and persistence gradually change the minds of
others, demonstrating effective persuasion through empathy and logic.

Additional Resources

1. Twelve Angry Men: A Study in Justice and Morality
This book delves into the ethical dilemmas and moral questions presented in the movie "12 Angry



Men." It examines how individual biases and personal experiences influence decision-making within
the jury room. The analysis highlights themes of justice, reasonable doubt, and the importance of
critical thinking in the legal system.

2. The Psychology of Group Decision Making

Focusing on the dynamics of group behavior, this book explores how consensus is reached in high-
stakes environments like jury deliberations. It discusses conformity, persuasion, and conflict
resolution, mirroring many of the psychological tensions seen in "12 Angry Men." Readers gain
insight into how social pressures and leadership affect collective judgments.

3. Jury Duty: Ethics and Responsibilities

This title provides an overview of the legal and ethical responsibilities jurors hold in the justice
system. It investigates the balance between personal beliefs and impartiality, a central theme in "12
Angry Men." The book also addresses common challenges jurors face and strategies to uphold
fairness throughout the trial process.

4. Reasonable Doubt: The Burden of Proof in Criminal Trials

Exploring the concept of reasonable doubt, this book explains its significance in protecting
defendants' rights. It uses "12 Angry Men" as a case study to illustrate how jurors interpret evidence
and testimony under pressure. The author emphasizes the legal standards that safeguard against
wrongful convictions.

5. Conflict and Consensus: Understanding Jury Deliberations

This book examines the stages of jury deliberation, from initial disagreement to final verdict. It
draws parallels with the interpersonal conflicts and negotiations depicted in "12 Angry Men." The
narrative sheds light on communication strategies and the role of leadership in resolving disputes.

6. The Role of Bias in Judicial Decision-Making

Highlighting cognitive biases, this book explores how prejudice and preconceived notions can
influence jurors. It references "12 Angry Men" to demonstrate how awareness and self-reflection can
mitigate bias. The text also suggests methods for jurors to strive for objectivity and fairness.

7. Legal Dramas and their Impact on Public Perception of Justice

This book investigates how films like "12 Angry Men" shape societal views of the legal system. It
discusses the power of storytelling in educating audiences about courtroom procedures and ethical
dilemmas. The author analyzes the balance between dramatization and realism in legal narratives.

8. Critical Thinking in the Courtroom

Focusing on the importance of analytical skills, this book teaches readers how to evaluate evidence
and arguments effectively. It uses scenarios from "12 Angry Men" to demonstrate logical reasoning
and the identification of fallacies. The goal is to enhance jurors' and legal professionals' decision-
making capabilities.

9. Justice Under Pressure: The Dynamics of High-Stakes Decision Making

This title explores how stress and time constraints affect decisions in judicial settings. Drawing from
"12 Angry Men," it examines how jurors cope with intense pressure to deliver a just verdict. The
book offers strategies for maintaining clarity and integrity when faced with difficult choices.
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12 angry men movie questions: English through movies. Twelve angry men Carmen
Deltoro, 2007-07-18 This book is based on the movie 12 angry men, a black-and-white film produced
in 1957, and based on the book by the same name. It narrates the story of twelve jurors bound by
the acceptance of their civic duty and thrust together into a hot, humid room to deliberate the guilto
or innocence of a boy accused of killing his father in a moment of rage.

12 angry men movie questions: Plato and Popcorn William G. Smith, 2015-09-18 Many believe
there is nothing like seeing a good movie, one that is enjoyable both in itself and for the thought
processes it stimulates. From The Usual Suspects and When Harry Met Sally to Gandhi and The
Color Purple, this handbook functions as a guide to watching and reflecting upon 75 great films. The
author, a philosophy instructor, presents a text designed to lead readers through a series of
intellectual gymnastics; to help strengthen critical thinking abilities and to inspire exciting and
philosophical thoughts and discussions. Civil Disobedience, Death, Fate and Determinism, War,
Sexism and Women's Issues, Gay Rights, The Greatest Happiness Principle, Anxiety and
Inauthenticity and The Holocaust are examples of the 18 different categories into which the films
are divided. Each chapter includes the author's introductory comments to be read prior to watching
movies along with a section of Questions to Ponder to be considered afterward. Photographs of many
movie scenes are included throughout the text. Instructors considering this book for use in a course
may request an examination copy here.

12 angry men movie questions: Reginald Rose and the Journey of 12 Angry Men Phil
Rosenzweig, 2021-10-05 Finalist, 2021 Wall Award (Formerly the Theatre Library Association
Award) The untold story behind one of America’s greatest dramas In early 1957, a low-budget
black-and-white movie opened across the United States. Consisting of little more than a dozen men
arguing in a dingy room, it was a failure at the box office and soon faded from view. Today, 12 Angry
Men is acclaimed as a movie classic, revered by the critics, beloved by the public, and widely
performed as a stage play, touching audiences around the world. It is also a favorite of the legal
profession for its portrayal of ordinary citizens reaching a just verdict and widely taught for its
depiction of group dynamics and human relations. Few twentieth-century American dramatic works
have had the acclaim and impact of 12 Angry Men. Reginald Rose and the Journey of “12 Angry
Men” tells two stories: the life of a great writer and the journey of his most famous work, one that
ultimately outshined its author. More than any writer in the Golden Age of Television, Reginald Rose
took up vital social issues of the day—from racial prejudice to juvenile delinquency to civil
liberties—and made them accessible to a wide audience. His 1960s series, The Defenders, was the
finest drama of its age and set the standard for legal dramas. This book brings Reginald Rose’s long
and successful career, its origins and accomplishments, into view at long last. By placing 12 Angry
Men in its historical and social context—the rise of television, the blacklist, and the struggle for civil
rights—author Phil Rosenzweig traces the story of this brilliant courtroom drama, beginning with the
chance experience that inspired Rose, to its performance on CBS’s Westinghouse Studio One in
1954, to the feature film with Henry Fonda. The book describes Sidney Lumet’s casting, the sudden
death of one actor, and the contribution of cinematographer Boris Kaufman. It explores the various
drafts of the drama, with characters modified and scenes added and deleted, with Rose settling on
the shattering climax only days before filming began. Drawing on extensive research and brimming
with insight, this book casts new light on one of America’s great dramas—and about its author, a
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man of immense talent and courage. Author royalties will be donated equally to the Feerick Center
for Social Justice at Fordham Law School and the Justice John Paul Stevens Jury Center at
Chicago-Kent College of Law.

12 angry men movie questions: Socrates and Subtitles William G. Smith, 2014-01-10 A
sequel to the author's earlier work Plato and Popcorn: A Philosopher's Guide to 75
Thought-Provoking Movies, this book presents analyses of 95 movies from the Americas and 20 other
countries. Each entry includes a brief introduction to the film along with a list of philosophical
questions to ponder after viewing it. Most entries also include a list of additional recommended
films. The films cover a wide range of genres and topics--from the haunting tale of doomed Polish
freedom fighters in Kanal's World War II Warsaw to the romantic and passionate story of rekindled
love in Australia's Innocence. Instructors considering this book for use in a course may request an
examination copy here.

12 angry men movie questions: Standard and Innovative Strategies in Cognitive
Behavior Therapy Irismar Reis De Oliveira, 2012-03-14 Cognitive-behavioral therapy (CBT) is the
fastest growing and the best empirically validated psychotherapeutic approach. Written by
international experts, this book intends to bring CBT to as many mental health professionals as
possible. Section 1 introduces basic and conceptual aspects. The reader is informed on how to
assess and restructure cognitions, focusing on automatic thoughts and underlying assumptions as
well as the main techniques developed to modify core beliefs. Section 2 of this book covers the
cognitive therapy of some important psychiatric disorders, providing reviews of the recent
developments of CBT for depression, bipolar disorder and obsessive-compulsive disorder. It also
provides the latest advances in the CBT for somatoform disorders as well as a new learning model of
body dysmorphic disorder. Two chapters on addiction close this book, providing a thorough review
of the recent phenomenon of Internet addiction and its treatment, concluding with the CBT for
substance abuse.

12 angry men movie questions: Saving the Corporate Board Ralph D. Ward, 2003-05-12
Ward reveals ten specific failings that are built into our boardroom model and provides real-world
fixes to get boards back on track. Ward mixes tart, insightful analogies (what do boards have in
common with volunteer fire departments, the U.S. electoral college . . . and Howard Hughes?) with
proven nuts-and-bolts advice for putting any board back on track. Order your copy today!

12 angry men movie questions: Social Psychology Saul Kassin, Steven Fein, Hazel Rose
Markus, 2024-02-13 Social Psychology, Twelfth Edition, engages students with the dynamic field of
social psychology, encouraging exploration of personal passions—from sports to politics—while
providing insights into the scientific principles that underpin daily interactions and behaviors,
dispelling misconceptions, and demonstrating social psychology’s real-world relevance.

12 angry men movie questions: Mental Floss: The Curious Movie Buff Jennifer M. Wood,
Mental Floss, 2022-11 This book for movie lovers is filled with fascinating facts and
behind-the-scenes insights about the making of celebrated movies from the last fifty years, from
well-known blockbusters to critical favorites and cult classics.

12 angry men movie questions: Seeing through the Screen Bruce E. Altschuler, 2017-11-22
Although films affect and reflect the way Americans look at politics, they have received far less
attention than television or newspapers. This is changing, particularly on college campuses, where
courses on politics and film are growing in popularity. This book consists of short essays on
approximately fifty American political films. It is distinctive in two ways. Firstly, it defines politics
broadly enough to include a range of films, not only on obviously political topics such as the
presidency, congress, and elections, but also on the media, law and courts, war and peace, and a
variety of policy issues. Secondly, it goes beyond plot and dialogue to discuss the language of film,
including visual aspects, sound, mise-en-scene, and other ways that films communicate their
messages to audiences. Each chapter begins with a brief introduction to the films included. The
essays also explain the political context of each film and, when films are based on historical events,
discuss the accuracy of their depictions. References to additional sources are included at the end of




each essay. This book explores the extent to which films take on the political issues of the day and
their influence on public perceptions of politics. Do films support the status quo or do they challenge
it?

12 angry men movie questions: I Do Solemnly Swear Steve Sheppard, 2009-04-27 This book
asks whether officials can be moral and still follow the law, answering that the law requires them to
do so.

12 angry men movie questions: Text Analytics with Python Dipanjan Sarkar, 2016-11-30
Derive useful insights from your data using Python. You will learn both basic and advanced concepts,
including text and language syntax, structure, and semantics. You will focus on algorithms and
techniques, such as text classification, clustering, topic modeling, and text summarization. Text
Analytics with Python teaches you the techniques related to natural language processing and text
analytics, and you will gain the skills to know which technique is best suited to solve a particular
problem. You will look at each technique and algorithm with both a bird's eye view to understand
how it can be used as well as with a microscopic view to understand the mathematical concepts and
to implement them to solve your own problems. What You Will Learn: Understand the major
concepts and techniques of natural language processing (NLP) and text analytics, including syntax
and structure Builda text classification system to categorize news articles, analyze app or game
reviews using topic modeling and text summarization, and cluster popular movie synopses and
analyze the sentiment of movie reviews Implement Python and popular open source libraries in NLP
and text analytics, such as the natural language toolkit (nltk), gensim, scikit-learn, spaCy and
Pattern Who This Book Is For : IT professionals, analysts, developers, linguistic experts, data
scientists, and anyone with a keen interest in linguistics, analytics, and generating insights from
textual data

12 angry men movie questions: The Black Box of Governance Sandra Guerra, 2021-09-08 In
the world of corporate governance, the board of directors is often viewed as the black box of
companies: only the board members who are seated at the meeting table understand how this
decision-making machine works. In this book, a board member with over 25 years’ experience pulls
off the lid and shows both how boards have worked and how they could work. This book is grounded
in extensive research in three different surveys: one with more than 100 Brazilian directors, another
with 340 board members from 40 countries, and a final one with 103 Brazilian directors serving on
238 boards. It also includes interviews with Ira Millstein, Sir Adrian Cadbury, Robert Monks and
Mervyn King. The inner-workings of the board of directors are revealed: * What keeps directors
awake at night  Obstacles to efficient decision-making ¢ Behavioral dynamics, both within the board
and in relation to the management ¢ Pitfalls that arise from individual and group biases Based on
these insights and the author’s own consulting and board experience, the book presents a guide to
behavioral tools enabling directors and executives to confidently navigate the boardroom, improving
interactivity and the efficiency of the decision-making process. Intended for directors and executives
who are directly involved in the board's activities, as well as for leaders responsible for strategy
implementation, this book provides a behavioral compass for all those interacting with the black box.

12 angry men movie questions: Leadership Matters Thomas E. Cronin, Michael A. Genovese,
2015-11-17 Some leaders fundamentally alter the status quo whilst others guide quietly. Most
leadership books emphasise specific rules, but Tom Cronin and Michael Genovese see leadership as
filled with paradox. Leadership Matters offers a different view of leadership - one that builds
community and responds creatively to new situations. Cronin and Genovese argue that leadership is
about more than just charisma and set leaders on to a different path - to unleash the power of
paradox.

12 angry men movie questions: California. Court of Appeal (1st Appellate District).
Records and Briefs California (State).,

12 angry men movie questions: American Politics Film Festival Thomas E.Cronin, Michael
A.Genovese, 2025-07-22 This is an innovative and inspirational examination of films and
documentaries that helps us explain the evolution of, struggles of, and aspirations of the American




experiment. This book sorts politics into categories and then identifies films, TV shows, and
documentaries that illuminate various aspects of that category. For each chapter, the authors list
and discuss an impressive variety of films, documentaries, and television shows. This accessible book
is designed for course use and general readers interested in how American politics and history has
been portrayed in media.

12 angry men movie questions: Requirements Engineering for Software and Systems
Phillip A. Laplante, 2017-10-24 Solid requirements engineering has increasingly been recognized as
the key to improved, on-time, and on-budget delivery of software and systems projects. This textbook
provides a comprehensive treatment of the theoretical and practical aspects of discovering,
analyzing, modeling, validating, testing, and writing requirements for systems of all kinds, with an
intentional focus on software-intensive systems. It brings into play a variety of formal methods,
social models, and modern requirements for writing techniques to be useful to the practicing
engineer. This book was written to support both undergraduate and graduate requirements
engineering courses. Each chapter includes simple, intermediate, and advanced exercises. Advanced
exercises are suitable as a research assignment or independent study and are denoted by an
asterisk. Various exemplar systems illustrate points throughout the book, and four systems in
particular—a baggage handling system, a point of sale system, a smart home system, and a wet well
pumping system—are used repeatedly. These systems involve application domains with which most
readers are likely to be familiar, and they cover a wide range of applications from embedded to
organic in both industrial and consumer implementations. Vignettes at the end of each chapter
provide mini-case studies showing how the learning in the chapter can be employed in real systems.
Requirements engineering is a dynamic field and this text keeps pace with these changes. Since the
first edition of this text, there have been many changes and improvements. Feedback from
instructors, students, and corporate users of the text was used to correct, expand, and improve the
material. This third edition includes many new topics, expanded discussions, additional exercises,
and more examples. A focus on safety critical systems, where appropriate in examples and exercises,
has also been introduced. Discussions have also been added to address the important domain of the
Internet of Things. Another significant change involved the transition from the retired IEEE
Standard 830, which was referenced throughout previous editions of the text, to its successor, the
ISO/IEC/IEEE 29148 standard.

12 angry men movie questions: Media Ethics Goes to the Movies Howard Good, Michael ].
Dillon, 2002-03-30 Certain films seem to encapsulate perfectly the often abstract ethical situations
that confront the media, from truth-telling and sensationalism to corporate control and social
responsibility. Using these movies—including Ace in the Hole, All the President's Men, Network, and
Twelve Angry Men—as texts, authors Howard Good and Michael Dillon demonstrate that, when
properly framed and contextualized, movies can be a powerful lens through which to examine media
practices. Moreover, cinema can present human moral conduct for evaluation and analysis more
effectively than a traditional case study can. By presenting ethical dilemmas and theories within a
dramatic framework, Media Ethics Goes to the Movies offers a unique perspective on what it means
for media professionals to be both technically competent and morally informed.

12 angry men movie questions: Strategic Activism Laure Paquette, 2002

12 angry men movie questions: Audiovisual Translation Luis Perez-Gonzalez, 2014-08-27
Audiovisual translation is the fastest growing strand within translation studies. This book addresses
the need for more robust theoretical frameworks to investigate emerging text- types, address new
methodological challenges (including the compilation, analysis and reproduction of audiovisual
data), and understand new discourse communities bound together by the production and
consumption of audiovisual texts. In this clear, user- friendly book, Luis Pérez-Gonzalez introduces
and explores the field, presenting and critiquing key concepts, research models and methodological
approaches. Features include: ¢ introductory overviews at the beginning of each chapter, outlining
aims and relevant connections with other chapters ¢ breakout boxes showcasing key concepts,
research case studies or other relevant links to the wider field of translation studies ¢ examples of



audiovisual texts in a range of languages with back translation support when required ¢ summaries
reinforcing key issues dealt with in each chapter ¢ follow- up questions for further study ¢ core
references and suggestions for further reading. ¢ additional online resources on an extensive
companion website This will be an essential text for all students studying audiovisual or screen
translation at postgraduate or advanced undergraduate level and key reading for all researchers
working in the area.

12 angry men movie questions: The Democratic Theory of Hans-Georg Gadamer Darren
Walhof, 2016-11-29 This book examines the distinctive contribution that the writings of Hans-Georg
Gadamer make to democratic theory. Walhof argues that Gadamer’s hermeneutical philosophy
enlarges our perspective by shifting our view away from individual citizens to what exists between
citizens, thereby allowing us to envision political realities that are otherwise hard to see. These
realities include the disclosure of truth in democratic politics; achieving common ground in
democratic dialogue, even amidst significant disagreement and diversity; the public and political
nature of the religious traditions that make claims on and shape citizens; and the solidarities that
connect us to each other and enable democratic action. The author argues that bringing these
dimensions to awareness enriches our theories of democracy and is particularly crucial in an era of
hyper-partisanship, accelerating inequality, and social conflicts involving racial, sexual, and religious
identities.
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