
1970s science fiction books
1970s science fiction books marked a transformative era in the genre’s evolution, blending
innovative storytelling with profound explorations of technology, society, and human nature. This
decade witnessed the rise of groundbreaking authors and seminal works that expanded the
boundaries of science fiction literature. The 1970s brought forward narratives that challenged
conventional ideas, incorporated new scientific concepts, and reflected the cultural and political
shifts of the time. From dystopian futures and space operas to speculative fiction and cyberpunk
precursors, the decade’s science fiction books have left a lasting impact on readers and the genre
alike. This article delves into the key characteristics, influential authors, notable works, and
enduring legacy of 1970s science fiction books, offering a comprehensive overview of this pivotal
period in speculative fiction.
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Characteristics of 1970s Science Fiction Books
The 1970s represented a decade of experimentation and diversification within science fiction
literature. Unlike earlier decades that often focused primarily on space exploration or technological
marvels, the 1970s science fiction books began to incorporate more complex themes such as
environmentalism, social upheaval, gender politics, and existential questions. The writing style
varied from hard science fiction, emphasizing scientific accuracy, to more speculative and
philosophical narratives. This period also saw an increase in the blending of genres, including
elements of fantasy, horror, and political thriller.

Innovative Storytelling Techniques
Authors of 1970s science fiction books employed innovative narrative structures and perspectives
that broke traditional linear storytelling molds. Many works featured multiple viewpoints, unreliable
narrators, and intricate world-building that invited readers to engage deeply with the text. The
decade also witnessed the rise of the New Wave movement, which emphasized literary style and
psychological depth over conventional plot-driven science fiction.



Diverse Subgenres
The 1970s expanded the scope of science fiction subgenres, introducing readers to cyberpunk
precursors, ecological science fiction, feminist science fiction, and dystopian futures. This diversity
enriched the genre by providing a wide range of thematic and stylistic choices for readers and
writers alike.

Notable Authors and Their Contributions
The 1970s science fiction books were shaped by an array of visionary authors whose works became
foundational to the genre. These writers not only crafted compelling stories but also influenced the
direction of science fiction in subsequent decades.

Ursula K. Le Guin
Ursula K. Le Guin emerged as one of the most influential voices in 1970s science fiction books,
known for her profound explorations of anthropology, gender roles, and political structures. Her
novel The Dispossessed (1974) is a seminal work that challenges conventional societal norms
through an interplanetary anarchist society juxtaposed with a capitalist one.

Philip K. Dick
Philip K. Dick’s prolific output during the 1970s solidified his reputation for blending reality,
identity, and paranoia in science fiction. His works often questioned the nature of humanity and
reality itself, with novels such as A Scanner Darkly (1977) and Flow My Tears, the Policeman Said
(1974) exemplifying his unique style.

Frank Herbert
Following the monumental success of Dune (1965), Frank Herbert continued to expand his saga
throughout the 1970s with sequels like Dune Messiah (1969) and Children of Dune (1976). His
intricate universe combined ecological awareness, religious mysticism, and political intrigue,
influencing countless science fiction books that followed.

Other Influential Authors

Arthur C. Clarke

Joanna Russ

Samuel R. Delany

Harlan Ellison



James Tiptree Jr. (Alice Sheldon)

Influential 1970s Science Fiction Novels
The decade produced numerous landmark novels that continue to be celebrated for their imaginative
scope and thematic depth. These books have become essential reading for understanding the
evolution of science fiction literature.

The Left Hand of Darkness by Ursula K. Le Guin (1969,
influential in the 70s)
Though published in 1969, The Left Hand of Darkness significantly influenced the 1970s science
fiction landscape. It explores themes of gender fluidity and political intrigue on the planet Gethen,
challenging traditional notions of identity and society.

Rendezvous with Rama by Arthur C. Clarke (1973)
This novel exemplifies hard science fiction with its detailed depiction of an alien spacecraft entering
the solar system. Clarke’s meticulous scientific approach and sense of wonder made it a standout
among 1970s science fiction books.

The Dispossessed by Ursula K. Le Guin (1974)
A profound exploration of anarchism and utopian ideals, this novel contrasts two very different
worlds and their societal constructs. It remains a cornerstone of political science fiction.

Flow My Tears, the Policeman Said by Philip K. Dick (1974)
Diving into themes of identity and surveillance, this novel reflects the era’s anxieties around
authoritarianism and personal freedom, hallmarks of Dick’s work during the 1970s.

Other Noteworthy Novels

Logan’s Run by William F. Nolan and George Clayton Johnson (1970)

Gateway by Frederik Pohl (1977)

Kindred by Octavia E. Butler (1979)

Dreamsnake by Vonda N. McIntyre (1978)



Stand on Zanzibar by John Brunner (1968, influential in the 70s)

Themes and Motifs in 1970s Science Fiction
1970s science fiction books frequently engaged with themes that resonated with the social and
political climate of the decade. These themes provided critical commentary on contemporary issues
through speculative narratives.

Environmental and Ecological Concerns
With rising awareness of environmental degradation, many science fiction books in the 1970s
explored ecological themes. Authors addressed humanity’s relationship with nature, often depicting
dystopian futures resulting from ecological collapse.

Social and Political Critique
Reflecting the unrest and transformations of the 1970s, science fiction frequently critiqued
authoritarianism, war, capitalism, and social inequality. These narratives often imagined alternative
political systems or dystopias as cautionary tales.

Exploration of Identity and Gender
The decade saw a surge in feminist science fiction and explorations of gender fluidity, identity, and
sexuality. Writers challenged traditional gender roles and heteronormative paradigms through
innovative world-building and character development.

Technological and Scientific Speculation
While some 1970s science fiction books focused on social issues, others delved deeply into
technological advancements, artificial intelligence, space exploration, and the implications of
scientific progress on humanity’s future.

Legacy and Impact on Modern Science Fiction
The impact of 1970s science fiction books on contemporary speculative fiction is profound and
enduring. The decade’s innovations in theme, style, and subject matter paved the way for the diverse
and complex science fiction narratives seen today.



Influence on Cyberpunk and Postmodern Science Fiction
The experimental approaches and thematic concerns of the 1970s provided a foundation for the
emergence of cyberpunk in the 1980s. The exploration of identity, technology, and dystopia in 1970s
science fiction books directly influenced authors like William Gibson and Bruce Sterling.

Expansion of Science Fiction’s Audience and Scope
By addressing a broader range of social and philosophical issues, 1970s science fiction books
attracted new readers and legitimized the genre as a serious literary field. This expansion helped
integrate speculative fiction into mainstream literature and academic study.

Continued Relevance of Themes
The environmental, political, and identity-related themes explored in 1970s science fiction remain
highly relevant today. Modern authors continue to draw inspiration from the decade’s works,
adapting and expanding these motifs to address contemporary challenges.

Notable Awards and Recognition

Hugo Awards and Nebula Awards frequently honored 1970s science fiction books, cementing
their status.

Works from this decade often appear on “best of” science fiction lists and are studied in
academic circles.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some iconic science fiction books from the 1970s?
Some iconic science fiction books from the 1970s include Frank Herbert's "Dune" (1965, but
influential through the 70s), Philip K. Dick's "Flow My Tears, The Policeman Said" (1974), Ursula K.
Le Guin's "The Dispossessed" (1974), and Arthur C. Clarke's "Rendezvous with Rama" (1973).

How did 1970s science fiction books influence modern sci-fi?
1970s science fiction books introduced complex themes such as sociopolitical issues,
environmentalism, and human psychology, influencing modern sci-fi by expanding the genre beyond
just space adventures to explore deeper philosophical and ethical questions.



Which 1970s science fiction book won major literary awards?
"The Dispossessed" by Ursula K. Le Guin, published in 1974, won both the Hugo and Nebula Awards,
making it one of the most critically acclaimed science fiction books of the 1970s.

What themes were commonly explored in 1970s science fiction
literature?
Common themes in 1970s science fiction included dystopian futures, environmental crises, identity
and consciousness, feminism, political upheaval, and critiques of technology and authoritarianism.

Who were prominent science fiction authors in the 1970s?
Prominent science fiction authors in the 1970s included Ursula K. Le Guin, Philip K. Dick, Arthur C.
Clarke, Robert Silverberg, and Joanna Russ, all of whom contributed significantly to the genre's
development during that decade.

Additional Resources
1. Neuromancer
Written by William Gibson, this 1984 novel is often credited with pioneering the cyberpunk
subgenre, but its roots are deeply tied to the 1970s' burgeoning interest in computer technology and
dystopian futures. The story follows a washed-up computer hacker hired for one last job, delving into
a high-tech underworld of artificial intelligence and corporate espionage. Its vivid depiction of
cyberspace and cybernetics influenced countless science fiction works and real-world technological
thinking.

2. The Dispossessed
Authored by Ursula K. Le Guin and published in 1974, this novel explores the contrasting societies of
two planets: one capitalist and the other an anarchist commune. It delves into themes of freedom,
society, and the nature of utopia and dystopia through the eyes of a physicist who seeks to bridge
the gap between the two worlds. The book is celebrated for its profound philosophical questions and
complex world-building.

3. Ringworld
Larry Niven’s 1970 novel takes readers on a journey to a massive artificial ring encircling a star, a
megastructure of unimaginable scale. The story follows a group of explorers investigating the
Ringworld’s mysteries and dangers. Known for its imaginative concept and influence on later hard
science fiction, it combines adventure with scientific speculation.

4. Gateway
Frederik Pohl’s 1977 novel centers on a prospector who explores alien spaceships discovered on a
distant asteroid called Gateway. The story intertwines psychological drama with space exploration,
as the protagonist confronts unknown dangers and the mysteries of alien technology. Gateway won
multiple awards and is notable for its human-centered storytelling within a science fiction context.

5. The Forever War
Joe Haldeman’s 1974 novel offers a poignant critique of war and its effects, inspired by the author’s
own experiences in Vietnam. It follows a soldier fighting an interstellar war, where relativistic space



travel causes time dilation, making his return to Earth increasingly alien. The book explores themes
of time, conflict, and the alienation of veterans in a future setting.

6. Flow My Tears, the Policeman Said
Philip K. Dick’s 1974 novel imagines a dystopian America under authoritarian rule, focusing on a
celebrity who wakes up to find his identity erased. The narrative explores issues of identity, reality,
and government control in a psychologically intense story. It’s one of Dick’s many influential works
that question the nature of reality and perception.

7. Solaris
Originally published in 1961 but gaining widespread attention in the 1970s through film adaptations,
Stanislaw Lem’s novel explores communication with an alien intelligence on a mysterious oceanic
planet. The story delves into human psychology, memory, and the limits of understanding the truly
alien. Solaris is renowned for its philosophical depth and unique approach to first contact.

8. Dhalgren
Samuel R. Delany’s 1975 novel is a complex, experimental work set in a strange, partially destroyed
city called Bellona. It blends elements of science fiction, fantasy, and postmodernism, focusing on
themes of identity, reality, and societal collapse. The book challenges conventional narrative
structures and has become a cult classic.

9. Stand on Zanzibar
John Brunner’s 1968 novel, influential throughout the 1970s, depicts an overpopulated future Earth
grappling with social, political, and environmental crises. The story uses a fragmented narrative
style to portray a world on the brink of chaos, addressing issues like corporate control, genetic
engineering, and mass media. It remains a powerful cautionary tale about humanity’s future.
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Adrienne Rich, Gay Talese, Norman Mailer, Alice Walker, and Octavia E. Butler were active. Over
the course of twenty-one essays, contributors explore a range of controversial themes these writers
tackled, from 1960s' nostalgia to feminism and the redefinition of masculinity to sexual liberation
and rock 'n' roll. Other essays address New Journalism, the rise of blockbuster culture, memoir and
self-help, and crime fiction - all demonstrating that the Me Decade was nothing short of
mesmerizing.
  1970s science fiction books: Horror Films of the 1970s John Kenneth Muir, 2012-11-22 The
seventies were a decade of groundbreaking horror films: The Exorcist, Carrie, and Halloween were
three. This detailed filmography covers these and 225 more. Section One provides an introduction
and a brief history of the decade. Beginning with 1970 and proceeding chronologically by year of its
release in the United States, Section Two offers an entry for each film. Each entry includes several
categories of information: Critical Reception (sampling both '70s and later reviews), Cast and
Credits, P.O.V., (quoting a person pertinent to that film's production), Synopsis (summarizing the
film's story), Commentary (analyzing the film from Muir's perspective), Legacy (noting the rank of
especially worthy '70s films in the horror pantheon of decades following). Section Three contains a
conclusion and these five appendices: horror film cliches of the 1970s, frequently appearing
performers, memorable movie ads, recommended films that illustrate how 1970s horror films
continue to impact the industry, and the 15 best genre films of the decade as chosen by Muir.
  1970s science fiction books: American Disaster Movies of the 1970s Scott Freer, 2023-10-19
American Disaster Movies of the 1970s is the first scholarly book dedicated to the disaster cycle that
dominated American cinema and television in the 1970s. Through examining films such as Airport
(1970), The Poseidon Adventure (1972), Two-Minute Warning (1976) and The Swarm (1978),
alongside their historical contexts and American contemporaneous trends, the disaster cycle is
treated as a time-bound phenomenon. This book further contextualises the cycle by drawing on the
longer cultural history of modernist reactions to modern anxieties, including the widespread
dependence on technology and corporate power. Each chapter considers cinematic precursors, such
as the 'ark movie', and contemporaneous trends, such as New Hollywood, vigilante and
blaxploitation films, as well as the immediate American context: the end of the civil rights and
countercultural era, the Watergate crisis, and the defeat in Vietnam.As Scott Freer argues, the
disaster movie is a modern, demotic form of tragedy that satisfies a taste for the macabre. It is also
an aesthetic means for processing painful truths, and many of the dramatized themes anticipate
present-day monstrosities of modernity.
  1970s science fiction books: Science Fiction and Fantasy Films of the 1970s John
Kenneth Muir, 2013-10-23 Science Fiction and Fantasy Films of the 1970s by John Kenneth Muir is a
detailed history and analysis of more than 100 genre films produced between the span of 1970 -
1979. The book looks at the historical context of dystopian, post-apocalyptic, and outer space movies
of the day, and reveals how these movies are both a look at tomorrow and a product of their times.
  1970s science fiction books: Alternate Worlds James Gunn, 2018-08-03 Alternate Worlds was
first published in 1975 and became an instant classic, winning a Hugo award. This third edition
brings the history of science fiction up to date, covering developments over the past forty years--a
period that has seen the advent of technologies only imagined in the genre's Golden Age. As a
literature of change, science fiction has become ever more meaningful, presaging dangers to
humanity and, as Alvin Toffler wrote, guarding against the premature arrival of the future. The
world has begun to recognize science fiction in many different ways, incorporating its elements in
products, visual media and huge conventions.
  1970s science fiction books: Worlds Beyond Time Adam Rowe, 2023-07-25 Worlds Beyond
Time is the definitive visual history of the spaceships, alien landscapes, cryptozoology, and imagined
industrial machinery of 1970s paperback sci-fi art and the artists who created these extraordinary
images. In the 1970s, mass-produced, cheaply printed science-fiction novels were thriving. The
paper was rough, the titles outrageous, and the cover art astounding. Over the course of the decade,
a stable of talented painters, comic-book artists, and designers produced thousands of the most



eye-catching book covers to ever grace bookstore shelves (or spinner racks). Curiously, the pieces
commissioned for these covers often had very little to do with the contents of the books they were
selling, but by leaning heavily on psychedelic imagery, far-out landscapes, and trippy surrealism, the
art was able to satisfy the same space race–fueled appetite for the big ideas and brave new worlds
that sci-fi writers were boldly pushing forward. In Worlds Beyond Time: Sci-Fi Art of the 1970s,
Adam Rowe—who has been curating, championing, and resurrecting the best and most obscure art
that 1970s sci-fi has to offer on his blog 70s Sci-Fi Art—introduces readers to the biggest names in
the genre, including Chris Foss, Peter Elson, Tim White, Jack Gaughan, and Virgil Finlay, as well as
their influences. With deep dives into the subject matter that commonly appeared on these
covers—spaceships, alien landscapes, fantasy realms, cryptozoology, and heavy machinery—this
book is a loving tribute to a unique and robust art form whose legacy lives on both in nostalgic
appreciation as well as the retro-chic design of mainstream sci-fi films such as Guardians of the
Galaxy, Alien: Covenant, and Thor: Ragnarok. Includes Color Illustrations
  1970s science fiction books: 100 New Yorkers of the 1970s Max Millard, 2015-12-27 100 New
Yorkers of the 1970s by Max Millard is a captivating anthology that shines a spotlight on the
dynamic lives of New York City's most intriguing figures during this vibrant decade. As a journalist
for the TV Shopper, Millard offers readers a unique journey through the bustling streets of
Manhattan, capturing the essence of the era through 100 insightful interviews. This collection
features a diverse array of personalities from the arts and entertainment world, including actors,
musicians, writers, and broadcasters. Through Millard's lens, readers gain access to the candid
wisdom of sci-fi author Isaac Asimov and the theatrical flair of Broadway star Delores Hall, among
many others. 100 New Yorkers of the 1970s provides a glimpse into the lives of both celebrated and
emerging talents who made their mark on the Upper West and East Sides. As these stories unfold
against the backdrop of New York's ever-evolving social scene, the anthology captures the mingling
of ordinary and extraordinary lives, echoing the vibrant culture and unyielding spirit of the 1970s.
For modern readers, this collection is not only a historical chronicle but also a testament to the
timeless allure of New York City as a hub for creativity and ambition. With its rich tapestry of
interviews, 100 New Yorkers of the 1970s is a must-read for anyone fascinated by the city's role as a
crucible for talent and innovation, and it serves as a reminder of the enduring impact of its people
and stories.
  1970s science fiction books: The Future Is Female! Volume Two, The 1970s: More Classic
Science Fiction Storie s by Women Lisa Yaszek, 2022-10-11 Go back to The Future Is Female in this
all new collection of wildly entertaining stories by the trailblazing feminist writers who transformed
American science fiction in the 1970s In the 1970s, feminist authors created a new mode of science
fiction in defiance of the “baboon patriarchy”—Ursula Le Guin’s words—that had long dominated the
genre, imagining futures that are still visionary. In this sequel to her groundbreaking 2018
anthology The Future is Female!: 25 Classic Science Fiction Stories by Women from Pulp Pioneers to
Ursula K. Le Guin, SF-expert Lisa Yaszek offers a time machine back to the decade when far-sighted
rebels changed science fiction forever with stories that made female community, agency, and
sexuality central to the American future. Here are twenty-three wild, witty, and wonderful classics
that dramatize the liberating energies of the 1970s: Sonya Dorman, “Bitching It” (1971) Kate
Wilhelm, “The Funeral” (1972) Joanna Russ, “When It Changed” (1972) NEBULA AWARD Miriam
Allen deFord, “A Way Out”(1973) Vonda N. McIntyre, “Of Mist, and Grass, and Sand” (1973)
NEBULA James Tiptree, Jr., “The Girl Who Was Plugged In” (1973) HUGO AWARD Kathleen Sky,
“Lament of the Keeku Bird” (1973) Ursula K. Le Guin, “The Day Before the Revolution” (1974)
NEBULA & LOCUS AWARD Eleanor Arnason, “The Warlord of Saturn’s Moons” (1974) Kathleen M.
Sidney, “The Anthropologist” (1975) Marta Randall, “A Scarab in the City of Time” (1975) Elinor
Busby, “A Time to Kill” (1977) Raccoona Sheldon, “The Screwfly Solution” (1977) NEBULA AWARD
Pamela Sargent, “If Ever I Should Leave You” (1974) Joan D. Vinge, “View from a Height” (1978) M.
Lucie Chin, “The Best Is Yet to Be” (1978) Lisa Tuttle, “Wives” (1979) Connie Willis, “Daisy, In the
Sun” (1979)



  1970s science fiction books: The Postmodern Humanism of Philip K. Dick Jason P. Vest,
2009-02-17 From his 1952 short story Roog to the novels The Divine Invasion and VALIS, few
authors have had as great of an impact in the latter half of the 20th century as Philip K. Dick. In The
Postmodern Humanism of Philip K. Dick, Jason Vest explores the work of this prolific, subversive,
and mordantly funny science-fiction writer. He examines how Dick adapted the conventions of
science fiction and postmodernism to reflect humanist concerns about the difficulties of maintaining
identity, agency, and autonomy in the latter half of the 20th century. In addition to an extensive
analysis of the novel Now Wait for Last Year, Vest makes intellectually provocative comparisons
between Dick and the works of Franz Kafka, Jorge Luis Borges, and Italo Calvino. He offers a
detailed examination of Dick's literary relationship to all three authors, illuminating similarities
between Dick and Kafka that have not previously been discussed, as well as similarities between
Dick and Borges that scholars frequently note but fail to explore in detail. Like Kafka, Borges, and
Calvino, Dick employs fantastic, unreal, and visionary fiction to reflect the disruptions, dislocations,
and depressing realities of twentieth-century life. By comparing him to these other writers, Vest
demonstrates that Dick's fiction is a fascinating barometer of postmodern American life even as it
participates in an international tradition of visionary literature.
  1970s science fiction books: Children's Books and Their Creators Anita Silvey, 1995
Unique in its coverage of contemporary American children's literature, this timely, single-volume
reference covers the books our children are--or should be--reading now, from board books to young
adult novels. Enriched with dozens of color illustrations and the voices of authors and illustrators
themselves, it is a cornucopia of delight. 23 color, 153 b&w illustrations.
  1970s science fiction books: Feminist Utopian Novels of the 1970s Tatiana Teslenko,
2003-08-19 This book presents an exploration of the reinvented utopia that provided second-wave
feminists of the 1970s with a conceptual space to articulate the politics of change. Tatiana Teslenko
argues that utopian fiction of this decade offered a means of validating the personal as well as the
political, and of criticizing a patriarchal social order. Teslenko reveals feminists' attempt through
fiction to envision a new political order.
  1970s science fiction books: America in the 1970s Marlee Richards, 2010-01-01 Outlines the
important social, political, economic, cultural, and technological events that happened in the United
States from 1970 to 1979.
  1970s science fiction books: Sold by the Millions Louise Lightfoot, Amit Sarwal, 2011-12-08
Australian genre fiction writers have successfully exploited the Australian landscape and peoples
and as a result their books are today “sold by the millions” across boundaries. They have created
stories that are imaginative, visionary, and diverse. They appeal to local and international
readerships and, most importantly, are thoroughly entertaining, thus making them a strong presence
in the popular fiction bazaar. Sold by the Millions: Australia’s Bestsellers is the first collection to
concentrate on Australia’s best-selling material that forms the armchair reading of many Australians.
Leading experts of popular fiction provide introspective pieces on Romance, Horror, Crime, Science
Fiction, Western, Comics, Travel, Sports and Children’s writing so that a wholesome picture
emerges of the wide range of reading and research options available for scholars.
  1970s science fiction books: Encyclopedia of Contemporary British Culture Peter Childs,
Michael Storry, 2013-05-13 Boasting more than 970 alphabetically-arranged entries, the
Encyclopedia of Contemporary British Culture surveys British cultural practices and icons in the
latter half of the twentieth century. It examines high and popular culture and encompasses both
institutional and alternative aspects of British culture. It provides insight into the whole spectrum of
British contemporary life. Topics covered include: architecture, pubs, film, internet and current
takes on the monarchy. Cross-referencing and a thematic contents list enable readers to identify
related articles. The entries range from short biographical synopses to longer overview essays on
key issues. This Encyclopedia is essential reading for anyone interested in British culture. It also
provides a cultural context for students of English, Modern History and Comparative European
Studies.



  1970s science fiction books: The Cinema Book Bloomsbury Publishing, 2019-07-25 The
Cinema Book is widely recognised as the ultimate guide to cinema. Authoritative and
comprehensive, the third edition has been extensively revised, updated and expanded in response to
developments in cinema and cinema studies. Lavishly illustrated in colour, this edition features a
wealth of exciting new sections and in-depth case studies. Sections address Hollywood and other
World cinema histories, key genres in both fiction and non-fiction film, issues such as stars,
technology and authorship, and major theoretical approaches to understanding film.
  1970s science fiction books: The History of Science Fiction and Its Toy Figurines Luigi Toiati,
2023-12-21 This eye-opening book deserves a spot on the bookshelves of anyone who not only enjoys
collecting, but also has a great interest in all facets of the history of our hobby. — Toy Soldier
Collector Science fiction, as the name suggests, is the combination of science and fantasy. In
addition to a literary form, it also encompasses film, TV, comics, toys and our beloved toy astronauts,
or other figures such as aliens, monsters and other playable genres. The term science fiction was
coined by publisher Hugo Gernsbach around the first decades of the last century to refer to the
predominantly 'space' adventures covered in his magazines. Space invaded radio, cinema, TV, and
consequently for a long time toy figurines were predominantly space-related, later evolving into
other themes. This lavishly illustrated book covers both the history of literary science fiction,
following in the footsteps of contemporary official criticism, and toy figurines inspired by science
fiction. You will also find several other themes, such as the link between science fiction figures and
cinema, radio, TV, comics, and more. Luigi Toiati offers to both guide the reader on an
often-nostalgic walk through science fiction in all its various forms, and to describe the figurines and
brands associated with it.
  1970s science fiction books: Societies in Space Gary Westfahl, 2025-01-21 Science fiction
films and television programs about space travel have undergone a significant transformation since
their inception. In contrast to the early depictions of small spaceship crews on exploratory missions,
recent film and television portrayals depict much larger societies in space as well as the obstacles
that arise with them. This collection of essays examines many aspects of making space travel films,
from the process of screenwriting to the impact of Greek myth on modern film, with illuminating
commentary on contemporary problems including class distinction, racism, and sexism. Contributors
to this volume, including several extensively published scholars and science fiction writers, analyze a
wide variety of relevant science fiction films and television programs ranging from Star Trek, Silent
Running, the Alien films and Japanese anime to more recent works like Battlestar Galactica, Avatar,
Elysium, The Martian, Passengers, and Ad Astra.
  1970s science fiction books: The Short Story Anthology and Women's Writing Aleix Tura
Vecino, 2025-08-14 Hundreds of anthologies of women’s short stories have appeared in the literary
market between the 1970s and now. This publishing and cultural phenomenon is considered for the
first time in this book, which argues that, during this period, anthologies have become a literary
technology used not only to make visible female short story writers, but also to think about, and
mould ideas of, womanhood. Through creative and contextualised readings of the most important
anthologies produced in this period, this study shows that this literary form has contributed to, and
in some cases pioneered, key developments in gender theory and feminist thought, including
questions of political combination among women which underlie contemporary global movements
such as #MeToo. In doing so, the book also develops the first book-length conceptualisation of the
features and meaning-making mechanisms of the short story anthology as a literary form. This book
will benefit academics and students working in the fields of short fiction, publishing, and women’s
studies, as well as feminist scholars and a growing number of specialists interested in the anthology
as a literary form worldwide.
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