
1800s rocking chair guide
1800s rocking chair guide offers an in-depth exploration of one of the most
iconic pieces of American furniture from the 19th century. This comprehensive
article delves into the history, design, and craftsmanship behind rocking
chairs crafted during the 1800s, a period marked by innovation and artistry
in furniture making. Understanding the characteristics and variations of
1800s rocking chairs is essential for collectors, historians, and enthusiasts
alike. From the materials used to the stylistic influences and the cultural
significance, this guide covers all critical aspects. Additionally, practical
advice on identifying genuine antiques and preserving these timeless pieces
is included. Readers will gain valuable insights into the evolution and
enduring appeal of 1800s rocking chairs. The following sections will provide
a structured overview of historical context, design elements, notable makers,
and care tips.

Historical Background of 1800s Rocking Chairs

Design Characteristics and Styles

Materials and Craftsmanship

Prominent Makers and Regional Variations

Identifying Authentic 1800s Rocking Chairs

Care and Preservation Tips

Historical Background of 1800s Rocking Chairs
The 1800s marked a significant era in the development of rocking chairs,
transforming them from simple functional furniture into cherished household
staples. Originating in the 18th century, rocking chairs became widely
popular throughout the 19th century in America and Europe. During the early
1800s, rocking chairs were primarily handcrafted and reflected the
woodworking skills of the era. Their popularity was boosted by their comfort
and practicality, especially in parlors and nurseries. This century saw
numerous design innovations that catered to both aesthetic preferences and
ergonomic needs, making the rocking chair a symbol of relaxation and domestic
comfort. The 1800s also witnessed the rise of industrialization, which
influenced chair production and introduced new manufacturing techniques.



Evolution of Rocking Chairs in the 19th Century
Throughout the 19th century, rocking chairs evolved in both form and
function. Early models featured simple wooden slats and curved rockers, while
later designs incorporated upholstered seats and ornate carvings. The
Victorian era, in particular, introduced elaborate embellishments and varied
wood types. This period also marked the transition from purely handmade to
partially machine-made components, increasing availability and affordability.
Moreover, the rocking chair became associated with leisure and family life,
often depicted in art and literature as a symbol of tranquility.

Social and Cultural Significance
In the 1800s, rocking chairs were not just furniture but cultural icons. They
were commonly found in homes, reflecting the values of comfort and family
bonding. Rocking chairs were also linked with maternal care, frequently used
to soothe infants, which enhanced their sentimental value. The chair’s
soothing motion was believed to promote relaxation and health benefits,
further embedding it into domestic life. Additionally, rocking chairs were
often passed down through generations, becoming treasured heirlooms with
historical and emotional significance.

Design Characteristics and Styles
1800s rocking chairs exhibit a variety of design characteristics that mirror
the artistic trends and craftsmanship of the time. The styles ranged from
simple and utilitarian to highly decorative and intricate. Identifying these
stylistic elements is crucial for understanding and appreciating the
diversity of rocking chairs made during this century.

Common Design Features
Several features define 1800s rocking chairs, including curved rockers,
spindle backs, and turned legs. The curvature of the rockers was carefully
crafted to ensure a smooth rocking motion. Many chairs incorporated high
backs for added support and comfort. Armrests were often integrated,
sometimes with carved details or simple, clean lines. Upholstery, when
present, typically included leather or woven cane seats, adding to the
chair’s functionality and aesthetic appeal.

Popular Styles of the 1800s
During the 19th century, several distinct styles emerged:

Shaker Style: Known for its simplicity, functionality, and minimal



ornamentation, Shaker rocking chairs featured clean lines and durable
construction.

Victorian Style: Characterized by elaborate carvings, rich upholstery,
and ornate details, reflecting the opulence of the Victorian era.

Colonial Revival: Inspired by earlier American colonial designs, these
chairs often included turned spindles and decorative finials.

Windsor Style: Featuring a contoured seat with spindled backs and legs,
Windsor rocking chairs combined elegance with comfort.

Materials and Craftsmanship
The materials used in 1800s rocking chairs reflect both the natural resources
available and the woodworking techniques of the time. Quality craftsmanship
was paramount, as many chairs were built to last for decades, if not
centuries.

Wood Types
Hardwood was the preferred material for most 1800s rocking chairs due to its
strength and durability. Common woods included:

Oak: Valued for its robustness and attractive grain, oak was widely used
in Shaker and Colonial styles.

Maple: Known for its fine texture and strength, maple was often selected
for more intricate carvings.

Walnut: Appreciated for its rich color and grain patterns, walnut
featured prominently in Victorian-era rocking chairs.

Cherry: Favored for its smooth finish and reddish hue, cherry wood was
commonly used in elegant designs.

Joinery and Construction Techniques
Joinery in 1800s rocking chairs was typically executed with precision to
ensure stability and longevity. Techniques such as mortise-and-tenon joints,
doweling, and pegging were common. Hand-turning of spindles and legs
demonstrated the skill of craftsmen. In some cases, steam bending was
employed to create the curved rockers and armrests. The finish was usually
applied by hand, using natural oils, shellac, or varnishes to protect the



wood and enhance its appearance.

Prominent Makers and Regional Variations
Certain manufacturers and regions became renowned for their distinctive
rocking chairs in the 1800s. Recognizing these can aid in identifying and
valuing antique chairs.

Notable American Makers
Several American furniture makers gained prominence for their rocking chair
designs. Some of these include:

Thos. Moser: Known for high-quality craftsmanship and traditional
styles.

Heywood-Wakefield: Produced mass-market rocking chairs combining quality
with affordability.

Gustav Stickley: Associated with the Arts and Crafts movement,
emphasizing simplicity and functionality.

Regional Styles
Regional variations in rocking chair design often reflected local traditions
and resource availability. For example, New England rocking chairs frequently
exhibited Shaker simplicity, while Southern chairs tended toward more ornate
Victorian styles. The Midwest featured a mix of both, influenced by immigrant
craftsmen. These regional distinctions contribute to the diversity of 1800s
rocking chairs and help collectors pinpoint origins.

Identifying Authentic 1800s Rocking Chairs
Authenticating a rocking chair from the 1800s requires a keen eye for detail
and knowledge of period-specific features. Genuine antiques show signs of age
and craftsmanship that are difficult to replicate.

Key Identification Factors
When evaluating a rocking chair, consider the following:

Wood patina: Natural aging creates a distinctive finish and color



changes.

Construction methods: Hand-cut joints and tool marks indicate antique
origins.

Wear patterns: Consistent wear on armrests, rockers, and seats reflects
genuine use.

Hardware: Original nails, screws, or pegs from the 1800s differ from
modern replacements.

Style and design: Alignment with known 19th-century styles and makers.

Common Restoration Considerations
Many 1800s rocking chairs have undergone restoration to preserve their
integrity. It is important to distinguish between original and replaced
parts, as this affects value. Professional restoration often maintains
historical accuracy, using period-appropriate materials and techniques.
Documentation or provenance can also enhance confidence in authenticity.

Care and Preservation Tips
Proper care is essential to preserve the beauty and structural integrity of
1800s rocking chairs. Preventative maintenance can significantly extend the
life of these antique pieces.

Cleaning and Maintenance
Gentle cleaning with a soft, dry cloth is recommended to remove dust. Avoid
harsh chemicals or excessive moisture that could damage wood finishes.
Applying natural waxes or oils can nourish the wood and protect the surface.
Upholstery should be vacuumed carefully and repaired by professionals if
needed.

Environmental Considerations
Keeping rocking chairs in stable environments with controlled humidity and
temperature helps prevent wood warping and cracking. Direct sunlight should
be minimized to avoid fading and finish degradation. Placing furniture away
from heat sources like radiators is also advisable.



Handling and Usage
When moving antique rocking chairs, lift rather than drag to avoid stress on
joints. Regular inspection for loose parts and timely repairs will maintain
safety and functionality. Using cushions can reduce wear on seating surfaces
while preserving the chair’s original components.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key characteristics of 1800s rocking
chairs?
1800s rocking chairs typically feature handcrafted wooden frames, often made
from oak, cherry, or walnut. They have curved rockers, spindle backs, and
sometimes ornate carvings. The designs range from simple Shaker styles to
more elaborate Victorian patterns.

How can I identify an authentic 1800s rocking chair?
To identify an authentic 1800s rocking chair, look for signs of hand
craftsmanship such as uneven tool marks, mortise and tenon joints, and aged
wood patina. Check for wear consistent with age, and research any maker’s
marks or labels. Authentic chairs often show signs of use and minor
imperfections.

What types of wood were commonly used for rocking
chairs in the 1800s?
Common woods used for 1800s rocking chairs include oak, cherry, walnut,
maple, and sometimes pine. These hardwoods were favored for their durability
and beautiful grain patterns, which were often enhanced with stains or
finishes.

How should I care for and preserve an 1800s rocking
chair?
To care for an 1800s rocking chair, avoid direct sunlight and excessive
humidity to prevent wood warping. Clean gently with a soft cloth and mild
soap if necessary. Periodically apply a quality furniture wax or oil to
maintain the wood’s finish and prevent drying. Avoid harsh chemicals or
aggressive sanding.

What is the historical significance of rocking



chairs in the 1800s?
Rocking chairs in the 1800s became popular for their comfort and soothing
motion, often associated with relaxation and childcare. They reflected the
craftsmanship of the period and were sometimes status symbols in Victorian
homes. The rocking chair also became an iconic American furniture piece
during this era.

Additional Resources
1. The 19th Century Rocking Chair: History and Craftsmanship
This book delves into the origins and evolution of rocking chairs during the
1800s. It explores the cultural significance and the artistry involved in
their design and construction. Readers will find detailed illustrations and
historical anecdotes that bring the era’s rocking chairs to life.

2. Victorian Rocking Chairs: A Collector’s Handbook
Focused on Victorian-era rocking chairs, this guide helps collectors identify
authentic pieces from the 1800s. It covers various styles, materials, and
makers, offering tips on preservation and restoration. The book also includes
pricing guides and market trends for antique rocking chairs.

3. Rocking Chairs of the American Frontier
This book examines the role of rocking chairs in frontier homes throughout
the 1800s. It highlights the craftsmanship techniques used by settlers and
how these chairs reflected the rugged lifestyle. Detailed photos and diagrams
help readers understand the construction and design variations.

4. Shaker Rocking Chairs: Simplicity and Function in the 1800s
Explore the minimalist beauty of Shaker rocking chairs popular in the 19th
century. This book explains the philosophy behind Shaker furniture design and
showcases how their rocking chairs combined function with elegance. Step-by-
step instructions for replicating Shaker rocking chairs are included.

5. The Art of Rocking Chair Making in the 1800s
A comprehensive manual on the woodworking techniques used to create rocking
chairs during the 1800s. The book covers tool types, joinery methods, and
finishing processes that defined the craftsmanship of the period. Suitable
for both historians and woodworking enthusiasts.

6. Rocking Chair Styles from the 1800s: A Visual Guide
This richly illustrated guide categorizes the most popular rocking chair
styles of the 19th century. Each style is accompanied by historical context
and identifying features. The book is a valuable resource for designers,
historians, and antique furniture enthusiasts.

7. The Social History of Rocking Chairs in the 1800s
Discover how rocking chairs served as more than just furniture in the 1800s,
influencing social interactions and domestic life. This social history
explores their role in family settings, public spaces, and even political



gatherings. The narrative is supported by period photographs and firsthand
accounts.

8. Restoring 1800s Rocking Chairs: Techniques and Tips
A practical guide focused on the restoration of antique rocking chairs from
the 1800s. It covers common problems such as wood damage, loose joints, and
finish wear, with step-by-step solutions. The book also advises on preserving
the chair’s historical integrity during restoration.

9. Rocking Chairs in 19th Century Literature and Art
This book explores the depiction of rocking chairs in 1800s literature,
paintings, and other art forms. It analyzes the symbolism and cultural
meanings attributed to rocking chairs during this period. Readers will gain
insight into how rocking chairs influenced and reflected the values of the
time.
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  1800s rocking chair guide: The Writer's Guide to Everyday Life in the 1800s Marc
McCutcheon, 1993-03-15 The wonderful and fascinating details of the 1800s have been gathered
into one interesting volume, in which McCutcheon has included quotes from 19th-century citizens
concerning or describing hairstyles and fashion, favorite swear words and slang, jokes of the period,
courtship and marriage rituals, and more. A must for both fiction and nonfiction historical writers.
  1800s rocking chair guide: A Survival Guide to British Catchphrases Paul S Shaw, 2020-09-05
So how exactly has the English Language grown over the years? And how many people speak
English today? In 2006 it was believed that there were some 400 million native speakers of English
and a further 400 million people who use English as the second language. Despite this many local
dialects and catchphrases have divided the language so much so that to some English speakers, the
language is still confusing. With catchphrases being used so naturally in some quarters, that will
seem incomprehensible to others. Many catchphrases are from a local dialect and others are steeped
in history. The British use catchphrases without thinking and it is generally assumed that others will
‘get the gist’ and fully understand the meaning. Further to these numbers of English speakers it is
estimated that some 600 – 700 million people across the globe speak some English as a foreign
language. So, in short that is well over a billion people in the world today can communicate in some
sort of English language. These are figures from over 10 years ago, so the number might well have
increased. From this it is reasonable to assume that approximately 1.5 billion people across the
world are capable of communicating in English. This Book helps people to understand British
Catchphrases. A must have for people who have English as a second language.
  1800s rocking chair guide: Texas Guide to Haunted Restaurants, Taverns, and Inns
Robert Wlodarski, 2001-01-25 Presents an in-depth historical guide to the haunted restaurants,
taverns, and inns of Texas listed by city and provides facts on the individual ghosts that inhabit a
variety of establishments.
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  1800s rocking chair guide: Storey's Illustrated Guide to 96 Horse Breeds of North
America Judith Dutson, 2012-05-07 From the Pryor Mountain Mustang to the Tennessee Walking
Horse, North America is home to an amazing variety of horses. In this lavish, photograph-filled
guide, Judith Dutson provides 96 in-depth profiles that include each breed’s history, special uses,
conformation standards, and more. You’ll learn about homegrown favorites like the Morgan,
Appaloosa, and Quarter Horse, as well as exotic imports like the Mangalarga Marchador and the
Selle Français. Take a continental horse tour without ever leaving your home.
  1800s rocking chair guide: The Cocktail Guide to the Galaxy Andy Heidel, 2017-09-26 Nerds
unite! For the first time ever comes a book that unites two of the best things in the world: nerd
culture, and booze. Because if anything is true, it’s that nerds are awesome, and many of us like to
throw back an adult beverage or two while re-watching Firefly for the seventeenth time. The
Cocktail Guide to the Galaxy has something for all fans, from Agents of Shield to X-Men. With over a
hundred delicious and easy-to-make recipes, this is going to be THE go-to book for anyone who loves
nerdy pop culture (and drinking). All of the cocktails are created and field tested by the owner of
The Way Station, everyone’s favorite Doctor Who themed bar, so you can be assured that these
drinks will quench whatever thirst you’ve got. Cocktails include: the George R. R. Martini; the Mai
Tai Fighter; Blade Rummer; the Felicia Laundry Day; the Flux Incapacitator; Close Encounters of the
Third Lime; Cognac the Barbarian; the Sonic Screwdriver; Beer is the Mind Killer; the Shirley
Temple of Doom; the Well Wheaton; Klingon Bloodwine; and The Vermouth is Out There.
  1800s rocking chair guide: Insiders' Guide® to North Carolina's Mountains Constance E.
Richards, Kenneth L. Richards, 2010-07-13 Insiders' Guide to North Carolina's Mountains is the
essential source for in-depth travel and relocation information to the region that includes Asheville,
Biltmore Estate, Cherokee, Blue Ridge Parkway, and other nearby environs. Written by a local (and
true insider), this guide offers a personal and practical perspective of the area and its surrounding
environs.
  1800s rocking chair guide: Secret New York City: A Guide to the Weird, Wonderful, and
Obscure Rossilynne Skena Culgan, 2024-09-15 People around the globe know the story of New York
City—or like to think they do. But even lifelong locals will be surprised to discover the little-known
facts in Secret New York City: A Guide to the Weird, Wonderful, and Obscure. Some of these secrets
hide in plain sight at the busiest places in the world, like an underground art installation in the
middle of Times Square, curious medallions at the Empire State Building, and an eerie witch in
Central Park. Others are more obscure, such as a surprisingly delightful rat artwork, a puzzling
Scrabble sign, or a nostalgia-packed island escape. In these pages, you’ll also find an abandoned
fort, hidden gold, a flock of parrots, a powerful Titanic tribute, and a lucky stump. Consider this book
a scavenger hunt to the nation’s biggest city, a guidebook that goes off the beaten path far beyond
the reaches of the subway map. With a heart for adventure and an insatiable curiosity, journalist
Rossilynne Skena Culgan serves as your guide to explore the lesser-known side of New York City: a
treasure trove of mysteries, obscurities, and hidden history waiting to be unearthed.
  1800s rocking chair guide: Fodor's The Complete Guide to the National Parks of the
USA Fodor's Travel Guides, 2021-09-14 Whether you want to hike through the jaw-dropping scenery
of Acadia, see rare wildlife and natural wonders in Yellowstone, or go river-rafting in the Grand
Canyon, the local Fodor’s travel experts in all the National Parks are here to help! Fodor’s Complete
Guide to the National Parks of the USA is packed with maps, carefully curated recommendations,
and everything else you need to simplify your trip-planning process and make the most of your time.
This brand new title has been designed with an easy-to-read layout, fresh information, and beautiful
color photos. Fodor’s Complete Guide to the National Parks of the USA travel guide includes: AN
ILLUSTRATED ULTIMATE EXPERIENCES GUIDE to the top things to see and do MULTIPLE
ITINERARIES to effectively organize your days and maximize your time MORE THAN 70 DETAILED
MAPS to help you navigate confidently COLOR PHOTOS throughout to spark your wanderlust!
HONEST RECOMMENDATIONS FROM LOCALS on the best sights, restaurants, hotels, activities,
and more PHOTO-FILLED “BEST OF” FEATURES on “Ultimate Experiences,” “Best Campgrounds,”



“Best Lodges,” and more TRIP-PLANNING TOOLS AND PRACTICAL TIPS including when to go,
getting around, beating the crowds, and saving time and money HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL
INSIGHTS providing rich context on the local people, art, architecture, geography and more
SPECIAL FEATURES on “Exploring the Colorado River,” “What to Watch and Read Before You
Visit,” and “Yellowstone’s Geothermal Wonders” LOCAL WRITERS to help you find the
under-the-radar gems UP-TO-DATE COVERAGE ON: Acadia National Park, Arches National Park,
Badlands National Park, Big Bend National Park, Biscayne National Park, Black Canyon of the
Gunnison National Park, Bryce Canyon National Park, Canyonlands National Park, Capitol Reef
National Park, Carlsbad Caverns National Park, Channel Islands National Park, Congaree National
Park, Crater Lake National Park, Cuyahoga Valley National Park, Death Valley National Park, Denali
National Park, Dry Tortugas National Park, Everglades National Park, Gates of the Arctic & Kobuk
Valley National Park, Gateway Arch National Park, Glacier Bay National Park, Glacier & Waterton
Lakes National Parks, Grand Canyon National Park, Grand Teton National Park, Great Basin
National Park, Great Sand Dunes National Park, Great Smoky Mountains National Park, Guadalupe
Mountains National Park, Haleakala National Park, Hawaii Volcanoes National Park, Hot Springs
National Park, Indiana Dunes National Park, Isle Royale National Park, Joshua Tree National Park,
Katmai National Park, Kenai Fjords National Park, Lake Clark National Park, Lassen Volcanic
National Park, Mammoth Cave National Park, Mesa Verde National Park, Mount Rainier National
Park, National Park of American Samoa, New River Gorge Park and Preserve, North Cascades
National Park, Olympic National Park, Petrified Forest National Park, Pinnacles National Park,
Redwood National and State Parks, Rocky Mountain National Park, Saguaro National Park, Sequoia
& Kings Canyon National Parks, Shenandoah National Parks, Theodore Roosevelt National Park,
Virgin Islands National Parks, Voyageurs National Parks, White Sands National Park, Wind Cave
National Park, Wrangell-St. Elias National Park, Yosemite National Park, Yellowstone National Park,
Zion National Park Planning on spending more time in any of the states? Check out Fodor’s Arizona
and the Grand Canyon, Fodor’s California, Fodor's Colorado, Fodor’s Florida, Fodor’s Essential
Hawaii, Fodor’s Maine, Vermont, and New Hampshire, Fodor's U.S. & British Virgin Islands,
Compass Yellowstone National Park, Compass Yosemite and Sequoia/Kings Canyon National Parks,
and Fodor's InFocus Smoky Mountains. *Important note for digital editions: The digital edition of
this guide does not contain all the images or text included in the physical edition. ABOUT FODOR'S
AUTHORS: Each Fodor's Travel Guide is researched and written by local experts. Fodor’s has been
offering expert advice for all tastes and budgets for over 80 years. For more travel inspiration, you
can sign up for our travel newsletter at fodors.com/newsletter/signup, or follow us @FodorsTravel
on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. We invite you to join our friendly community of travel experts
at fodors.com/community to ask any other questions and share your experience with us!
  1800s rocking chair guide: A Field Guide to Antique Furniture Peter Philp, Gillian
Walkling, Gillian Walking, Peter Philip, 1992 Utilizes explanatory diagrams and expert information to
study the style, material, construction, decoration, finish, and relative value of all types of furniture
dating from the late Middle Ages to 1940.
  1800s rocking chair guide: LIFE , 1959-06-29 LIFE Magazine is the treasured photographic
magazine that chronicled the 20th Century. It now lives on at LIFE.com, the largest, most amazing
collection of professional photography on the internet. Users can browse, search and view photos of
today’s people and events. They have free access to share, print and post images for personal use.
  1800s rocking chair guide: Adventure Guide to Mexico's Pacific Coast Vivien Lougheed,
2011-12-01 The Pacific coast of Mexico is a playground for active travelers. Warm waves and sunny
skies attract the beach crowd with watersports, while volcanoes, mountains and jungles appeal to
hikers, naturalists And The culturally curious. Visit a pearl farm in San Carlos, ride a train through
Copper Canyon, go crocodile hunting on La Tovara River, surf the big waves at Playa Las Islitas, or
visit the village of Ajejic, where DH Lawrence once got inspiration. We travel to grow ndash; our
Adventure Guides show you how. Experience the places you visit more directly, freshly, intensely
than you would otherwise ndash; sometimes best done on foot, In a canoe, or through cultural



adventures like art courses, cooking classes, learning the language, meeting the people, joining in
the festivals and celebrations. This can make your trip life-changing, unforgettable. All of the
detailed information you need is here about the hotels, restaurants, shopping, sightseeing. But we
also lead you to new discoveries, turning corners you haven't turned before, helping you to interact
with the world in new ways. That's what makes our Adventure Guides unique.
  1800s rocking chair guide: Schroeder's Antiques Price Guide Schroeder, Sharon & Bob
Huxford Huxford, 1988-05
  1800s rocking chair guide: The Illustrated Guide to Collecting Bottles Cecil Munsey,
1977-12
  1800s rocking chair guide: The EBay Price Guide Julia L. Wilkinson, 2006 Provides lists of
selling prices of items found on eBay in such categories as antiques, boats, books, cameras, coins,
collectibles, dolls, DVDs, real estate, stamps, tickets, and video games.
  1800s rocking chair guide: Damron Accommodation Guide Gina M. Gatta, 2003-12 The
premier full-colour accommodations guide for LGBT-friendly places to stay - wherever you are.
Detailed listings and candid descriptions about clientele and ownership, reception, policies on
partying, overnight guests, nudity as well as categories about kids, pets and smoking make sure
there are no unwelcome surprises. More expanded listings include one to four revealing pictures of
the property, the basic information, plus extras from what's for breakfast to which credit cards are
accepted. Indexes list the places that are men or women only, LGBT-owned and wheelchair friendly.
  1800s rocking chair guide: The Official Guide to American Historic Inns Deborah Edwards
Sakach, 2004 First drafts of the U.S. Constitution were written in the stately ballroom of the John
Rutledge House Inn. The Battle of Gettysburg raged on the grounds at the Doubleday Inn.
  1800s rocking chair guide: A River Rat's Guide to the Thousand Islands Shawn
Thompson, 1996 Travel information on the thousand islands and area. IN LIBRARY USE ONLY.
  1800s rocking chair guide: The Insiders' Guide to North Carolina's Mountains Linda
Davis March, Linda Davis-March, Sara Pachee, Sara Pacher, 1995-03
  1800s rocking chair guide: Price Guide to Country Antiques & American Primitives
Dorothy M. Hammond, 1975
  1800s rocking chair guide: Wind Ensemble Sourcebook and Biographical Guide Marshall
Stoneham, Jon A. Gillaspie, David L. Clark, 1997-08-21 Mozart wrote some of the greatest serenades
for wind ensemble. He was not alone in writing works for wind sextet, octet, or larger
ensembles—Over 12,000 works for wind harmony by over 2,200 composers are extant. Describing
this new genre, Wind Harmony, which is far larger and more influential than ever recognized, this
sourcebook includes biographical details, discusses many of the works, and presents country
surveys. There is also a survey of the way wind instruments developed at the critical time, and of
performance practices. Companion volumes, the ^IWind Ensemble Catalog^R and the ^IWind
Ensemble Thematic Catalog 1700-1900^R, are cross-referenced. Mozart wrote some of the greatest
serenades for wind ensemble. He was not alone in writing works for wind sextet, octet, or larger
ensembles—over 12,000 works for wind harmony by over 2,200 composers are extant. Describing
this new genre, Wind Harmony, which is far larger and more influential than ever recognized, this
sourcebook includes biographical details, discusses many of the works, and presents country
surveys. There is also a survey of the way wind instruments developed at the critical time, and of
performance practices. Companion volumes, the ^IWind Ensemble Catalog^R and the ^IWind
Ensemble Thematic Catalog 1700-1900^R, are cross-referenced. The authors identify what must be
the major part of surviving wind harmony music. There is far more material than previously
recognized, and its character is far more varied than is usually thought. In this work, the music is
placed in context: why it was written, where it was played, and how it influenced other genres. The
authors have collected new material, corrected previous mistakes, and filled in missing material.
Public and private libraries have been scoured and monasteries searched throughout greater
Europe. The sourcebook will be helpful for scholars and students, librarians, players, and music
sellers.
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