1802 health and morals of apprentices
act

1802 health and morals of apprentices act marks a significant milestone in
the history of labor law and industrial regulation. Enacted in the early 19th
century, this pioneering legislation aimed to improve the working conditions
and welfare of apprentices in textile mills during the Industrial Revolution.
The act addressed critical issues such as working hours, hygiene, and moral
welfare, setting a precedent for later labor reforms. Understanding the 1802
health and morals of apprentices act provides insight into the evolution of
child labor laws, factory conditions, and social responsibility in industrial
settings. This article explores the historical context, key provisions,
impact, and legacy of the act, highlighting its importance in shaping modern
labor standards. The discussion also includes an examination of the act’s
enforcement challenges and its influence on subsequent legislation.
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Historical Context of the 1802 Health and
Morals of Apprentices Act

The 1802 health and morals of apprentices act was introduced during a period
of rapid industrialization in Britain, particularly within the textile
sector. The Industrial Revolution resulted in the widespread use of child
labor, especially apprentices, who often worked in hazardous and unhealthy
conditions. Public concern over the exploitation and welfare of young workers
grew, fueled by reports of long hours, poor sanitation, and neglect of moral
education. This act was the first legislative attempt to regulate the
treatment of child apprentices in factories, reflecting emerging social
awareness and the need for government intervention to protect vulnerable
workers.



Industrial Revolution and Child Labor

The Industrial Revolution transformed production methods but also led to
severe exploitation of labor, especially among children. Apprentices,
typically orphans or poor children bound to factory owners, faced extensive
working hours, exposure to dangerous machinery, and inadequate living
conditions. The 1802 health and morals of apprentices act was a response to
these widespread abuses, aiming to mitigate the harsh realities of factory
life.

Social Reform Movements

The early 19th century saw the rise of social reformers and philanthropists
who campaigned for improved labor conditions. Influential figures brought
attention to the plight of apprentices, advocating for legal measures to
ensure health, education, and moral guidance. The act represented a
compromise between industrial interests and humanitarian concerns, initiating
state involvement in factory regulation.

Key Provisions and Regulations

The 1802 health and morals of apprentices act established specific rules
designed to safeguard the health and welfare of apprentices working in
textile mills. It focused on limiting working hours, improving hygiene, and
ensuring moral education, marking a significant advancement in labor
legislation.

Working Hours Restrictions

One of the core elements of the act was the limitation of working hours for
apprentices. The law stipulated that apprentices should not work more than 12
hours per day, including meal breaks. This provision was intended to reduce
fatigue and improve overall health, acknowledging the detrimental effects of
excessive labor on young workers.

Hygiene and Sanitation Requirements

Recognizing the unsanitary conditions prevalent in factories, the act
mandated adequate ventilation and cleanliness in workrooms. Factory owners
were required to ensure that apprentices had access to clean air and that the
environment did not endanger their health. This focus on hygiene was
unprecedented at the time and aimed to prevent the spread of disease and
improve working conditions.



Moral and Educational Provisions

The legislation also emphasized the moral welfare of apprentices. Factory
owners were obliged to provide religious instruction and basic education,
promoting ethical development alongside physical well-being. The act sought
to balance industrial productivity with the apprentices’ broader social and
moral needs.

Summary of Main Regulations

e Maximum 12-hour workdays for apprentices
e Mandatory provision of clean and ventilated working environments
e Requirement for religious and moral education

e Apprentice registration and oversight by magistrates

Impact on Apprentices and the Textile Industry

The 1802 health and morals of apprentices act had a significant but limited
impact on the conditions of apprentices in textile mills. It was the first
step towards recognizing labor rights in industrial settings and introduced
standards that factories were legally bound to follow.

Improvements in Working Conditions

Following the implementation of the act, some factories began to improve
sanitation and reduce working hours for apprentices. These changes
contributed to better health outcomes and reduced exploitation, although
compliance was uneven. The act raised awareness among factory owners and the
public about the necessity of humane treatment in industrial labor.

Limitations of the Act

Despite its pioneering nature, the act faced criticism for its limited scope
and weak enforcement mechanisms. It applied only to apprentices in textile
mills, excluding other child laborers and industries. Additionally, many
factory owners ignored the regulations due to lack of penalties or effective
oversight, limiting the act’s practical effectiveness during its early years.



Enforcement and Challenges

Enforcing the 1802 health and morals of apprentices act proved challenging,
as the government lacked sufficient resources and authority to monitor
factory conditions effectively. The act relied on local magistrates to
oversee compliance, but inspections were infrequent and often superficial.

Role of Magistrates

Magistrates were responsible for inspecting factories and ensuring adherence
to the act’s provisions. However, their ability to enforce the law was
hindered by limited manpower and the influence of industrialists. As a
result, many violations went unpunished, and apprentices continued to work
under harsh conditions in some mills.

Industrial Resistance

Factory owners often resisted the regulations, viewing them as burdensome and
costly. Some ignored the rules altogether, while others sought loopholes to
maintain production levels. This resistance slowed the progress of labor
reforms and highlighted the need for more comprehensive legislation and
stronger enforcement mechanisms in the future.

Legacy and Influence on Future Labor Laws

The 1802 health and morals of apprentices act laid the groundwork for
subsequent labor reforms and the development of modern workplace regulations.
It marked the beginning of state intervention in industrial labor practices
and established principles that would be expanded in later legislation.

Precedent for Child Labor Legislation

The act served as a model for later laws aimed at protecting child workers,
including the Factory Acts of the 1830s and beyond. These subsequent laws
built upon its provisions by extending protections to a broader range of
workers and industries, reducing working hours further, and improving
enforcement.

Evolution of Industrial Regulation

The 1802 act demonstrated the necessity of government oversight in industrial
settings, influencing the gradual development of comprehensive labor
standards. It contributed to the recognition of workers’ rights and the
establishment of health and safety regulations that remain fundamental to



labor law today.

Key Contributions to Labor Reform

Introduction of legal limits on apprentice working hours

Recognition of the importance of workplace hygiene

Inclusion of moral and educational welfare as part of labor regulation

Foundation for future, more expansive labor protections

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main purpose of the 1802 Health and
Morals of Apprentices Act?

The 1802 Health and Morals of Apprentices Act aimed to improve the working
conditions of apprentices in textile factories by limiting working hours,
ensuring basic sanitation, and providing education.

Who did the 1802 Health and Morals of Apprentices
Act primarily protect?

The Act primarily protected pauper apprentices, who were often orphans or
children from poor families working in cotton and woolen mills.

What were some key provisions of the 1802 Health and
Morals of Apprentices Act?

Key provisions included limiting apprentices' working hours to 12 per day,
requiring adequate ventilation and cleanliness in factories, and mandating
religious education on Sundays.

Why is the 1802 Health and Morals of Apprentices Act
considered significant in labor history?

It is considered one of the first pieces of legislation aimed at regulating
factory conditions and protecting child laborers, marking the beginning of
government intervention in industrial labor practices.



Did the 1802 Health and Morals of Apprentices Act
apply to all factories and workers?

No, the Act specifically applied to apprentices in cotton and woolen mills
and did not cover adult workers or other industries.

Additional Resources

1. Foundations of Child Labor Reform: The 1802 Health and Morals of
Apprentices Act

This book provides an in-depth analysis of the 1802 Health and Morals of
Apprentices Act, the first legislative attempt to regulate working conditions
for child apprentices in early industrial Britain. It explores the social and
economic context that led to the Act's creation and its impact on subsequent
labor laws. The author examines archival records and contemporary accounts to
assess the effectiveness of the Act.

2. Child Welfare and Industrial Regulation: The Legacy of the 1802
Apprentices Act

Focusing on the welfare of child workers, this book traces the history and
significance of the 1802 Health and Morals of Apprentices Act. It highlights
the moral and health concerns that prompted legal intervention in
apprenticeships and discusses how this Act paved the way for modern child
labor legislation. The text also compares the Act’s provisions with later
reforms.

3. The 1802 Health and Morals of Apprentices Act: Origins and Outcomes

This scholarly work examines the origins of the 1802 Act within the broader
framework of early 19th-century social reform movements. It details the Act’s
stipulations on working hours, education, and hygiene for apprentices and
assesses its practical enforcement challenges. The book also explores the
role of key reformers and industrialists in shaping the law.

4. Industrial Revolution and Child Labor: Insights from the 1802 Apprentices
Act

Examining the intersection of industrialization and child labor, this book
uses the 1802 Health and Morals of Apprentices Act as a case study to
understand early regulatory efforts. It discusses how rapid industrial growth
exposed children to hazardous conditions and how the Act sought to mitigate
these risks. The author also reflects on the Act’s influence on public
opinion and policy.

5. Health, Morals, and Apprenticeship: Early Labor Law in Britain, 1802

This book explores the dual focus on health and morals embedded in the 1802
Apprentices Act, illustrating early attempts to humanize industrial labor. It
investigates the conditions faced by apprentices and how the legislation
aimed to improve their quality of life through education and limits on
working time. The narrative includes personal stories and legal analyses.



6. The Social Impact of the 1802 Health and Morals of Apprentices Act
Detailing the social repercussions of the 1802 Act, this volume considers its
role in transforming labor practices and attitudes towards child workers. It
highlights the Act’s contributions to raising awareness about workers’ rights
and its influence on subsequent reforms in the 19th century. The author also
discusses resistance from industrialists and the challenges of enforcement.

7. Regulating Apprenticeship: The Health and Morals Act of 1802 in Historical
Perspective

This historical study places the 1802 Health and Morals of Apprentices Act
within the evolution of labor regulation. It analyzes the legal language of
the Act, its intended protections, and its limitations. The book also
contextualizes the Act among other contemporary social reforms aimed at
improving working-class conditions.

8. The 1802 Apprentices Act: A Milestone in Child Labor Legislation
Celebrating the significance of the 1802 Act, this book traces its role as a
pioneering statute in the protection of child apprentices. It offers a
critical review of its provisions, enforcement, and legacy in shaping later
health and safety laws. The author provides comparative insights with child
labor laws in other industrializing nations.

9. From Exploitation to Protection: The Health and Morals of Apprentices Act,
1802

This text chronicles the transition from unregulated child labor to legally
mandated protections through the lens of the 1802 Act. It discusses societal
attitudes towards child workers and the moral imperatives that influenced
lawmakers. The book also evaluates the long-term effects of the Act on labor
policy and child welfare reforms.
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1802 health and morals of apprentices act: Industrial Relations, Trade Unions, and
Labour Legislation: SINHA, 2006 The second edition of Industrial Relations, Trade Unions, and
Labour Legislation is an up-to-date interactive text, primarily related to issues in India. The book
does, however, incorporate developments and practices in other countries, particularly UK and USA.
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work, commerce and similar disciplines this book will also be of interest to professionals in the field
of labour relations and management.
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Horn, 1995-09-28 This short book provides a succinct account of changes in children's work and
welfare in Britain between 1780 and 1890. It examines both the scale and the nature of child
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employment and the changing attitude of society towards it at a time when Britain was becoming the
‘workshop of the world'. The further development of industry in the second half of the nineteenth
century meant that the need for juvenile workers declined. At the same time the efforts of
philanthropists and the State led to legal curbs on the kinds of jobs children could perform and the
minimum age at which they could commence them. The author concludes that the century after
1780 saw a progressive lengthening of childhood as a stage of life, and that by 1890 children had
been recognised as 'special cases' in need of protective legislation. However, for the poorest and
most disadvantaged families life remained a struggle, and children continued to pick up a living
where they could.

1802 health and morals of apprentices act: Bulletin of the United States Bureau of
Labor Statistics, 1913

1802 health and morals of apprentices act: The Health of the industrial worker Edgar Leigh
Collis, 1921

1802 health and morals of apprentices act: Child Public Health Mitch Blair, 2010-01-21 This
text focuses on a public health approach to the health and sickness of children and young people -
comprising about a quarter of the population. It explores the state of health of our children, the
historical roots of the specialty and the relation between early health and later adult health.

1802 health and morals of apprentices act: Poverty, Inequality and Health in Britain:
1800-2000 Davey Smith, George, Dorling, Daniel, Mary Shaw, 2001-07-11 Extracts from key writers
(including Rowntree, Booth, Beveridge, Bevan) that give a historical overview of health inequalities.

1802 health and morals of apprentices act: Corporate Manslaughter and Regulatory
Reform P. Almond, 2013-01-17 This book provides an account of the international emergence of
corporate manslaughter offences to criminalise deaths in the workplace during the last twenty years,
identifying the limitations of health and safety regulation that have prompted this development.

1802 health and morals of apprentices act: Property Management Gordonington,,
1997-11-11 Intended for advanced students and practitioners this book gives an up-to-date
presentation of property management as practised by a leading company, BAA plc. A key aim of the
book is to show the benefits to be obtained from building a business culture based on service to the
customer. This may be achieved by due attention to communication, leadership, measurement,
benchmarking and accountability.

1802 health and morals of apprentices act: Tracing your Ancestors using the UK
Historical Timeline Angela Smith, Neil Bertram, 2021-08-04 A practical handbook for family
historians looking to verify dates and add historical context to their British ancestry. Ancestral
research can often lead to a foggy realm of the distant past where dates and details become
muddled. For those interested in shedding light on their British family lineage, this volume offers a
wealth of genealogical resources. Here you will discover what records are available and how far
back they go. It also presents a handy timeline to historical events from 1066 to the present. Created
with the family historian in mind, each page presents historical facts of genealogical relevance
alongside significant socio-cultural events. The timeline focuses on subjects such as migration,
extreme weather, epidemics, famine, taxation, transport, the armed services, organized labor,
political unrest, and scientific advances. Entries cover all four countries of the UK plus Ireland and
the Channel Islands, as well as significant historical events in the wider world. Genealogically, it
includes information on changes to BMD certificates and the associated register entries, as well as
to censuses and the facts they collected, plus much more.

1802 health and morals of apprentices act: Where Next for Health and Safety? David
England, Andy Painting, 2024-07-31 Where Next for Health and Safety? evaluates the levels and
types of competences required for the development and implementation of health and safety and is
designed to encourage progressive ideas on the subject.

1802 health and morals of apprentices act: Public Sector Burnout and Wellness: Research
and Experiences Francis, Kula A., Hendrickson, Kenny A., 2025-07-16 Burnout in the public sector
emerges as a significant concern, with growing evidence highlighting its negative impact on




employee health, organizational effectiveness, and service delivery. Characterized by workplace
stress, emotional exhaustion, and low self-esteem, burnout is prevalent among public sector
employees who face high demands, limited resources, and increasing scrutiny. Recent research
reveals the stressors in government roles, including bureaucratic constraints, political pressure, and
the emotional toll of public-facing responsibilities. At the same time, wellness initiatives are being
explored and implemented to address these challenges. Further exploration of how burnout exists in
the public sector, may reveal new strategies to combat it, and solutions to foster sustainable
wellness among public service professionals. Public Sector Burnout and Wellness: Research and
Experiences explores the experiences of public sector employees, and their various challenges
associated with health and wellness. It examines characterizations of workplace stress and presents
solutions for wellness initiatives and sustainable health practices. This book covers topics such as
policymaking, digital technology, and stress management, and is a useful resource for government
officials, policymakers, medical and healthcare professionals, academicians, researchers, and
scientists.

1802 health and morals of apprentices act: Galbraith's Construction and Land Management
Law for Students Carrie de Silva, Jennifer Charlson, 2020-09-03 Ideal for students taking law
modules on construction, surveying, real estate, planning and civil engineering courses, Galbraith’s
Construction and Land Management Law for Students is an excellent overview of the key legal
issues in the built environment. Clearly written and with wide ranging coverage of key legal
principles, this textbook highlights the need for students on built environment related courses to
access information on how the law relates to their profession, without getting into the heavy detail of
the full-scale legal texts. Chapters provide the background to the English legal system before
covering key topics such as contract law, tort, health and safety, land law, planning, landlord and
tenant, dispute resolution and employment law. All chapters in this seventh edition have been
updated with new case law along with statutory and regulatory changes. The improvements include:
A new chapter on environmental law An explanation of the new UK/EU relationship following Brexit
Details of current JCT 2016 and NEC4 construction contracts Changes to landlords’ requirements on
letting property The Consumer Rights Act 2015 The Localism Act 2011 The Construction (Design
and Management) Regulations 2015

1802 health and morals of apprentices act: Health and Safety in a Changing World Robert
Dingwall, Shelley Frost, 2016-12-06 When health and safety regulatory frameworks took their
present form in the 1970s, they were seen as a triumph of welfare state intervention. Since then, as
heavy industry has declined and office and retail employment have expanded, new ways of working
have radically altered the context of health and safety policy. Many people have come to see health
and safety interventions as an obstacle to innovation. This book aims to address the changing
context of health and safety policy, exploring concerns arising within the profession and the
appropriate responses. Its manifesto for reform promises to frame the debate within the professional
and policy community for a generation. The result of a major research programme funded by the
Institution of Occupational Safety and Health (IOSH), Health and Safety in a Changing World shows
how health and safety policy has developed over time, how it is applied in practice and how best to
make it fit-for-purpose in the 21st century. The book will be essential reading for professionals,
practitioners and academic readers with an interest in the rapidly-evolving field of health and safety.

1802 health and morals of apprentices act: Labour Laws for Managers Singh, 2009

1802 health and morals of apprentices act: Longman Handbook to Modern British History
1714 - 2001 Chris Cook, John Stevenson, 2014-07-10 This compact and accessible reference work
provides all the essential facts and figures about major aspects of modern British history from the
death of Queen Anne to the end of the 1990s. The Longman Handbook of Modern British History has
been extended to include a fully-revised bibliography (reflecting the wealth of newly published
material in recent years), the new statistics on social and economic history and an expanded
glossary of terms. The political chronologies have been revised to include the electoral defeat of John
Major and the record of New Labour in office. Designed for the student and general reader, this




highly-successful handbook provides a wealth of varied data within the confines of a single volume.

1802 health and morals of apprentices act: Engines of Mischief Louise Blakeney Williams,
Brendan Palla, Megan Squire, 2024-10-11 Engines of Mischief explores the day-to-day labor,
economic, political, and social climate at the dawn of the Industrial Revolution in Manchester,
England, between 1817 and 1818. Using new economic theories of the time, parliamentary
commissions, and news reports, students will engage with crucial issues of the day, debating factory
conditions and child labor; the role of the government in the economy, taxation, workers' unions;
and the extension of political rights down the social hierarchy. In the game, by assuming the roles of
historical actors from various classes of society, students are faced with choices about how to live
and prosper during this period of great technological, economic, and social transformation. Will the
working class violently resist new technology in factories, form unions, or join radical political clubs
to improve their working conditions and protect their rights? How best will middle-class
entrepreneurs run their enterprises; will they provide fair treatment to their workers or simply
maximize their profit? How will the aristocrats maintain their power in government and society? Will
they support the middle or the working classes?

1802 health and morals of apprentices act: Familiar Violence Heather Montgomery,
2024-02-07 Child abuse casts a long shadow over the history of childhood. Across the centuries
there are numerous accounts of children being beaten, neglected, sexually assaulted, or even killed
by those closest to them. This book explores this darker side of childhood history, looking at what
constituted cruelty towards children in the past and at the social responses towards it. Focusing
primarily on England, it is a history of violence against children in their own homes, covering a large
timeframe which extends from medieval times to the present. Undeniably, the experience of children
in the past was often brutal, and children were treated with, what seems to contemporary mores,
callousness, and cruelty. However, historians have paid far less attention to how the mistreatment of
children was understood within its contemporary context. Most parents, both now and in the past,
loved their children and there have always been widely shared understandings of the boundaries
that separate the acceptable treatment of children from the intolerable and morally wrong. This
book will examine how these boundaries have changed and been contested over time and, in doing
so, provides a context to the many forms of violence experienced by children in the past. Also
available as an audiobook

1802 health and morals of apprentices act: The World of Child Labor Hugh D Hindman,
Hugh Hindman, 2014-12-18 The World of Child Labor details both the current and historical state of
child labor in each region of the world, focusing on its causes, consequences, and cures. Child labor
remains a problem of immense social and economic proportions throughout the developing world,
and there is a global movement underway to do away with it. Volume editor Hugh D. Hindman has
assembled an international team of leading child labor scholars, researchers, policy-makers, and
activists to provide a comprehensive reference with over 220 essays. This volume first provides a
current global snapshot with overview essays on the dimensions of the problem and those
institutions and organizations combating child labor. Thereafter the organization of the work is
regional, covering developed, developing, and less developed regions of the world.The reference
goes around the globe to document the contemporary and historical state of child labor within each
major region (Africa, Latin and South America, North America, Europe, Middle East, Asia, and
Oceania) including country-level accounts for nearly half of the world's nations. Country-level essays
for more developed nations include historical material in addition to current issues in child labor. All
country-level essays address specific facets of child labor problems, such as industries and
occupations in which children commonly work, the national child welfare policy, occupational safety
regulations, educational system, and laws, and often highlight significant initiatives against child
labor.Current statistical data accompany most country-level essays that include ratifications to UN
and ILO conventions, the Human Development Index, human capital indicators, economic indicators,
and national child labor surveys conducted by the Statistical Information and Monitoring Program
on Child Labor. The World of Child Labor is designed to be a self-contained, comprehensive



reference for high school, college, and professional researchers. Maps, photos, figures, tables,
references, and index are included.

1802 health and morals of apprentices act: Child Workers and Industrial Health in
Britain, 1780-1850 Peter Kirby, 2013 A comprehensive study of the occupational health of
employed children within the broader context of social, industrial and environmental change
between 1780 and 1850.Historians have long recognised the importance of child health during the
Industrial Revolution, but few have explored the health of working children in any analytical detail.
In this comprehensive study, Peter Kirby places the occupational health of employed children within
a broad context of social, industrial and environmental change during the period 1780 to 1850. The
book explores the deformities, fevers, respiratory complaints, industrial injuries and physical
ill-treatment which have long been associated with child labour in the factory workplace. The result
is a more nuanced picture of child health and child labour during the classic 'factory age' which
raises important questions about the enduring stereotype of the health-impaired and abused
industrial child. Peter Kirby is Professor of Social History and Director of the Centre for the Social
History of Health and Healthcare at Glasgow Caledonian University.

1802 health and morals of apprentices act: Social Services Tony Byrne, Colin F. Padfield,
2014-05-20 Social Services provides an introduction to the social services in Great Britain. This
fourth edition aims to take account of a number of important changes in British social services since
1984 and to generally up-date the whole text. This volume was substantially completed towards the
end of 1988, and updated until the summer/autumn 1989. This book is organized into 18 chapters.
These chapters cover the history of British social services, relevant laws and legislation and the
types of services for the aged, children, women and handicapped. It also describes social work as a
profession and evaluate whether the welfare state was a success or failure. This book also provides
information of the social measurement of poverty in Britain, funding for public spending and
economic and social needs of population groups. This book will be of interest students preparing for
examinations such as those approved by the Business and Technician Education Council (BTEC), the
Institute of Chartered Secretaries and Administrators (ICSA), the Institute of Health Service
Management, the Institute of Housing and similar professional and examining bodies.
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Shop All Beekman 1802 Products | Skincare, Haircare, Cleansers Explore Beekman 1802's
diverse collection skincare and bodycare products, crafted with the goodness of goat milk. Indulge in
the luxurious lather of our renowned goat milk soaps,

Final Sale - Body Wash & Skincare Deals - Beekman 1802 Find amazing deals on Beekman
1802's Final Sale page which features skincare sale items, deals on goat milk soap items, and other



body wash sales. Don't miss out on these limited-time

Find Natural Goat Milk Soap Near Me | Beekman 1802 Store Locator If there are no goat milk
soap stores near you, the best thing to do is shop at Beekman 1802 online store. You'll find goat milk
bar soap, goat milk lotion, goat milk skincare, and more at

Bestselling Skincare & Bodycare - Natural + Cruelty Free Enjoy Beekman 1802's bestselling
skincare lineup crafted with natural ingredients. Our cruelty-free beauty essentials, from top-selling
body washes to nourishing moisturizers, guarantee

About Beekman 1802 Founders Beekman 1802 was born when our founders Josh and Dr. Brent
moved to the historic Beekman 1802 farm in rural Sharon Springs, NY. There they found a tightknit
community and 100 goats

Hydrating Toner Mist for Sensitive Skin - Beekman 1802 Verified Buyer 1 star rating read
more about review content This is what I liked: It felt good Beekman 1802
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