1950s poodle skirt history

1950s poodle skirt history traces the origins and cultural significance of one of the most iconic
fashion items of mid-20th century America. Emerging during a post-war era defined by youthful
exuberance and a shift toward casual, expressive clothing, the poodle skirt became synonymous with
teenage style in the 1950s. This article explores the inception of the poodle skirt, its design features,
and how it reflected the social and cultural dynamics of the decade. Additionally, the influence of the
poodle skirt on popular culture, its role in fashion trends, and its enduring legacy will be examined.
Understanding the 1950s poodle skirt history provides insight into American fashion evolution,
gender roles, and the rise of youth culture during this transformative period.

e The Origin of the 1950s Poodle Skirt
¢ Design Characteristics and Materials
e The Poodle Skirt and 1950s Youth Culture
e Popular Culture and Media Influence

e Legacy and Modern Influence

The Origin of the 1950s Poodle Skirt

Creation and Early Popularity

The 1950s poodle skirt history begins in the late 1940s, with its invention credited to a California
housewife named Juli Lynne Charlot. She reportedly created the first poodle skirt in 1947 as a
practical and affordable fashion item for her daughter. Made from felt, the skirt was simple to sew
and required no hemming, making it accessible to many young women during the post-war economic
boom. The distinctive appliqué designs, most famously the poodle motif, quickly captured the
imagination of teenagers, propelling the skirt into widespread popularity by the early 1950s.

Commercial Production and Distribution

Following its initial creation, the poodle skirt transitioned from a homemade garment to a
commercially produced fashion staple. Retailers and manufacturers began producing various
versions of the skirt, featuring different applique designs like musical notes, flamingos, and hearts,
although the poodle remained the most popular and enduring symbol. The skirt’s affordability and
appeal to teenage girls contributed to its rapid spread across the United States, solidifying its place
as a quintessential element of 1950s youth fashion.



Design Characteristics and Materials

Felt Fabric and Construction

The classic 1950s poodle skirt was typically crafted from wool felt, a material chosen for its
durability, ease of cutting, and the fact that it did not require hemming. The skirt was cut in a
circular shape, often reaching just below the knee, creating a wide, flaring silhouette that
accentuated movement and dancing. This simple yet effective design allowed for both comfort and
style, aligning well with the active lifestyles of teenagers during the era.

Appliqué Motifs and Decoration

A defining feature of the poodle skirt was its appliqué decoration. The most iconic design was the
poodle appliqué, usually positioned toward the hemline, often accompanied by a leash extending
toward the waist. These appliqués were typically made of contrasting felt colors and were sewn or
glued onto the skirt. Other popular motifs included:

¢ Musical notes and instruments
e Flowers and hearts

e Flamingos and other animals

e Letters and numbers

These designs reflected the playful and expressive nature of 1950s teenage fashion and allowed
wearers to personalize their skirts.

The Poodle Skirt and 1950s Youth Culture

Symbol of Teenage Identity

In the 1950s, the poodle skirt became more than just a fashion statement; it evolved into a symbol of
teenage identity and rebellion. As the concept of the American teenager emerged as a distinct social
group, their fashion choices reflected a desire to distinguish themselves from older generations. The
poodle skirt’s fun, whimsical style perfectly embodied the optimism and carefree spirit of youth
during this decade. It was commonly worn to school dances, sock hops, and other social events,
where it complemented popular hairstyles and accessories of the time.

Gender Roles and Fashion Expectations

The 1950s poodle skirt history also intersects with the era’s gender norms. The skirt was primarily



marketed to young girls and reinforced traditional feminine ideals of grace and charm. Wearing a
poodle skirt was often associated with conforming to societal expectations of female appearance and
behavior. However, it also provided a form of self-expression within those constraints, as young
women could choose different appliqué designs and colors to showcase their personalities.

Popular Culture and Media Influence

Representation in Films and Television

The poodle skirt’s prominence in 1950s popular culture was amplified by its frequent appearances in
movies and television shows of the era. Films depicting teenage life often featured young female
characters dressed in poodle skirts, reinforcing the garment’s association with youthful exuberance
and innocence. Television programs targeted at younger audiences similarly showcased the skirt as
a fashionable choice, further embedding it into the cultural consciousness.

Music and Dance Associations

The rise of rock n’ roll music and dance crazes such as the jitterbug and the twist coincided with the
popularity of the poodle skirt. Its wide, circular design was ideal for dancing and spinning, making it
a practical choice for sock hops and dance parties. This association strengthened the skirt’s image
as a garment that epitomized the fun and vibrancy of 1950s youth culture.

Legacy and Modern Influence

Fashion Revivals and Nostalgia

The 1950s poodle skirt history continues to influence fashion designers and enthusiasts today.
Periodic revivals of 1950s styles in contemporary fashion often include reinterpretations of the
poodle skirt. Vintage clothing collectors and retro fashion movements celebrate the skirt as a
nostalgic emblem of a distinctive era in American style. Its playful design and cultural significance
make it a popular costume choice for themed events and educational purposes related to 20th-
century fashion history.

Enduring Symbol of American Teen Culture

Beyond its physical form, the poodle skirt remains an enduring symbol of American teen culture and
the post-war generation’s optimism. It represents a time when youth culture began to assert its
influence on mainstream society, using fashion as a means of expression and identity formation. The
skirt’s legacy is preserved not only in museums and archives but also in the collective memory of an
era that celebrated innovation, freedom, and style.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is a poodle skirt and why was it popular in the 1950s?

A poodle skirt is a wide, swing-style skirt typically made of felt, decorated with an applique of a
poodle or other motifs. It became popular in the 1950s among teenage girls as a fashionable and fun
garment that symbolized youthful exuberance and the rock 'n' roll culture.

Who invented the poodle skirt and when?

The poodle skirt was invented by Juli Lynne Charlot in 1947. She created the design while making a
skirt for herself and it quickly became a popular fashion trend in the early 1950s.

Why were poodle skirts usually made from felt?

Poodle skirts were commonly made from felt because it was an inexpensive, durable material that
did not fray, making it ideal for the wide, circular skirts that required clean edges for applique
decorations.

What cultural significance did the poodle skirt hold in the
1950s?

The poodle skirt represented teenage freedom and the emergence of youth culture in the 1950s. It
was associated with the rise of rock 'n' roll music, sock hops, and a fun, carefree lifestyle for young
women.

What types of designs were typically featured on 1950s poodle
skirts?

While poodles were the most iconic design, poodle skirts also featured other appliques like musical
notes, records, cars, hearts, and other playful symbols reflecting the interests and trends of the era.

How did the poodle skirt influence fashion beyond the 1950s?

The poodle skirt became a nostalgic symbol of 1950s Americana and influenced retro fashion trends,
costume designs, and vintage-inspired clothing, maintaining popularity for themed parties and
events celebrating mid-century fashion.

Were poodle skirts worn by all age groups in the 1950s?

Poodle skirts were primarily worn by teenage girls and young women during the 1950s as a symbol
of youth culture. Older women generally did not wear them, as the style was specifically associated
with teenage fashion and social activities like sock hops.



Additional Resources

1. The Iconic Poodle Skirt: Fashion’s 1950s Revolution

This book delves into the rise of the poodle skirt as a symbol of 1950s youth culture. It explores the
design origins, the cultural influences behind the skirt’s popularity, and how it became an emblem of
teenage identity and rebellion. Richly illustrated, the book also examines the broader fashion trends
of the era.

2. Poodle Skirts and Ponytails: A Cultural History of 1950s Teen Style

Focusing on the teenage demographic, this book explores how the poodle skirt complemented other
iconic 1950s fashion elements like saddle shoes and bobby socks. It looks at the social dynamics,
music, and dance scenes that propelled the skirt to popularity. Personal anecdotes and vintage
photographs bring the era to life.

3. Fifties Fashions: The Story Behind the Poodle Skirt

This comprehensive history covers the design, manufacturing, and marketing of the poodle skirt
during the 1950s. It highlights the role of designers and retailers in making the skirt a mainstream
fashion staple. The book also touches on how the skirt influenced and reflected post-war American
optimism.

4. Skirts, Swing, and Social Change: The Poodle Skirt Era

Exploring the intersection of fashion and social change, this book examines how the poodle skirt
became a symbol of femininity and freedom in postwar America. It discusses the impact of
suburbanization, consumer culture, and the rise of the teenager on fashion trends. The text also
includes interviews with women who wore poodle skirts during the decade.

5. The Art of the Poodle Skirt: Design and Craftsmanship in the 1950s

This title focuses on the artistic and technical aspects of creating poodle skirts, from fabric choices
to applique techniques. It offers step-by-step explanations and patterns that highlight the
craftsmanship behind the iconic garment. Additionally, it situates the skirt within the broader
context of 1950s American textile arts.

6. Poodle Skirts and Pop Culture: The 1950s Fashion Phenomenon

This book investigates how the poodle skirt was popularized through movies, television, and
advertisements in the 1950s. It looks at Hollywood's influence on fashion trends and how the skirt
became a staple in the wardrobes of movie stars and teenagers alike. The book includes rare film
stills and promotional materials.

7. From Fabric to Fad: The Rise and Fall of the Poodle Skirt

Tracing the lifecycle of the poodle skirt, this book analyzes how the garment emerged, peaked in
popularity, and eventually faded from mainstream fashion. It considers economic, cultural, and
technological factors that influenced these changes. The narrative offers insights into the transient
nature of fashion trends.

8. The Poodle Skirt and American Identity in the 1950s

This study connects the poodle skirt to broader themes of American identity, including notions of
youth, gender roles, and consumerism in the 1950s. It explores how the skirt reflected and shaped
social expectations during the decade. The book includes cultural critiques and historical context
that deepen understanding of the era.

9. Vintage Style Revival: The Enduring Legacy of the 1950s Poodle Skirt



Focusing on the modern resurgence of vintage fashion, this book examines how the poodle skirt has
been rediscovered and reinvented in contemporary style. It highlights designers and enthusiasts
who keep the 1950s aesthetic alive today. The book also discusses the nostalgia and cultural
significance that fuel this revival.
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1950s poodle skirt history: Popular Fads and Crazes through American History Nancy
Hendricks, 2018-08-17 This informative two-volume set provides readers with an understanding of
the fads and crazes that have taken America by storm from colonial times to the present. Entries
cover a range of topics, including food, entertainment, fashion, music, and language. Why could hula
hoops and TV westerns only have been found in every household in the 1950s? What murdered
Russian princess can be seen in one of the first documented selfies, taken in 19147? This book
answers those questions and more in its documentation of all of the most captivating trends that
have defined American popular culture since before the country began. Entries are well-researched
and alphabetized by decade. At the start of every section is an insightful historical overview of the
decade, and the set uniquely illustrates what today's readers have in common with the past. It also
contains a Glossary of Slang for each decade as well as a bibliography, plus suggestions for further
reading for each entry. Students and readers interested in history will enjoy discovering trends
through the years in such areas as fashion, movies, music, and sports.

1950s poodle skirt history: Fashion Fads through American History Jennifer Grayer Moore,
2015-12-14 Perfect for any reader interested in fashion, history, or popular culture, this text is an
essential resource that presents vital information and informed analysis of key fashion fads not
found elsewhere. Fashion Fads Through American History: Fitting Clothes into Context explores
fashion fads from the 19th century to the current decade, providing the reader with specific insights
into each era. The text draws fascinating connections between what we see in fashion
phenomena—including apparel, accessories, hair, and makeup—and events in popular culture in
general and across history. Written by an art and design historian, the book is ideal for a wide range
of student research projects, especially those in American history, social studies, art, and literature
classes. It covers topics overlooked by fashion history texts because of their origination outside of
the formal fashion system. Each entry provides critical historical context to help readers understand
why the fad originated and why it resonated with consumers, and presents vital information and
analysis of key fashions that were intimately related to currents in contemporary culture. The text
also considers the resurgence of some fashion fads in the late 20th and early 21st centuries and
provides context for their relevance.

1950s poodle skirt history: A History of Hairstyles: From Ancient Greece to Modern
Times Pasquale De Marco, 2025-08-13 **A History of Hairstyles: From Ancient Greece to Modern
Times** is a comprehensive exploration of hair, a multifaceted subject that has captivated cultures
throughout history. This book delves into the cultural, historical, and scientific dimensions of hair,
offering a captivating journey through its significance in human society. From ancient Egypt to the
modern age, hair has been a canvas for self-expression and a symbol of identity, status, and power. A
History of Hairstyles: From Ancient Greece to Modern Times traces the evolution of hair trends,
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examining how they have influenced fashion and popular culture. We will discover the rituals,
beliefs, and social norms that have shaped hair practices across different cultures. Beyond its
cultural significance, A History of Hairstyles: From Ancient Greece to Modern Times explores the
scientific aspects of hair. We will unravel the mysteries of hair growth and structure, and uncover
the science behind hair care and treatment. The book delves into hair loss and restoration
techniques, providing readers with a comprehensive understanding of hair science. Whether you are
a hair enthusiast, a fashion historian, or simply curious about the role hair plays in human society, A
History of Hairstyles: From Ancient Greece to Modern Times offers a captivating and accessible
exploration of this fascinating subject. Through a combination of historical accounts, cultural
insights, and scientific knowledge, this book will leave you with a newfound appreciation for the
beauty, diversity, and significance of hair. Unlock the secrets of hair with A History of Hairstyles:
From Ancient Greece to Modern Times, the definitive guide to this captivating aspect of human
experience. Delve into the pages of this book and embark on a journey that will transform your
understanding and appreciation of hair. If you like this book, write a review!

1950s poodle skirt history: The Complete History of Peanuts on Parade: A Tribute to
Charles M. Schulz William Johnson, 2022-08-01 Peanuts on Parade was not only the biggest tribute
to Peanuts creator, Charles Schulz, but is the largest and longest running city art project dedicated
to an individual. Hosted by St. Paul, Minnesota (2000-2004) and Santa Rosa, California (2005-2007,
2010), over five million fans from all fifty states and over sixty countries searched for nearly 800
unique five-foot statues of the Peanuts gang, each year featuring a different character. Go behind
the scenes from the very first conversations in the mayor's office in 2000 to the final statues of 2010.
Walk every step of Peanuts on Parade in this two-volume set! In Volume One, you'll find over 100
statues each of Snoopy, Charlie Brown, Lucy, Linus, and Snoopy along with Woodstock on Snoopy's
doghouse. This is the first time photos of every statue have been assembled in one collection;
including some statues that have never been on public display. Get the explanation behind each
piece of art and the project itself straight from hundreds of artists, sponsors, organizers, and
celebrities. Slide in additional tidbits, auction results, collectables, trivia, and the current location of
dozens of statues, and you have The Complete History of Peanuts on Parade.

1950s poodle skirt history: Michigan History , 1987

1950s poodle skirt history: The Greenwood Encyclopedia of Clothing through American
History, 1900 to the Present Amy T. Peterson, Valerie Hewitt, Heather Vaughan Lee, Ann T. Kellogg,
José Blanco F., Scott Leff, Lynn Payne, 2008-10-30 Find out what we wore and why we wore it in The
Greenwood Encyclopedia of Clothing in American History-Twentieth Century to the Present. This
fascinating reference set provides two levels of information: descriptions of styles of clothes that
Americans have worn and, as important, why they wore those types of clothes. With volume one
covering 1900-1949 and volume two covering 1950 to the present, the first half of each volume
provides four chapters that each examine the impact that political and cultural events, arts and
entertainment, daily life, and family structures have on fashion. The second half of each volume
describes the important and everyday fashion and styles of the period, decade by decade, for
women, men, and children. The set also includes helpful timelines; resource guides listing web sites,
videos, and print publications; an extensive glossary; and illustrations. Fashion influences how we
view other people and how we view ourselves. Find out what we wore and why we wore it in The
Greenwood Encyclopedia of Clothing in American History - Twentieth Century to the Present. This
fascinating reference set provides descriptions of styles of clothes that men, women, and children
have worn in the U.S. since 1900, and, as important, why they wore them. In addition to chapters
describing fashion trends and types of clothes, this work examines the impact that cultural history
has on fashion and how fashion may serve as an impetus for change in society. With volume one
covering 1900-1949 and volume two covering 1950 to the present, the first half of each volume
provides four chapters that examine the impact that political and cultural events, arts and
entertainment, daily life, and family structures have on cultural life and fashion. The second half of
each volume describes the important and everyday fashion and styles of the period, decade by



decade, for women, men, and children. The set also includes helpful timelines; resource guides of
web sites, videos, and print publications; an extensive glossary; and illustrations. Fashion is not for
the exclusive use of the social elite and the rich, nor can it be simply dismissed as just showing off.
We use fashion to express who we are and what we think, to project an image, to bolster our
confidence, and to attract partners.

1950s poodle skirt history: The Past in Visual Culture Jilly Boyce Kay, Cat Mahoney, Caitlin
Shaw, 2017-01-26 In recent years digital technology has made available an inconceivably vast
archive of old media. Images of the past--accessed with the touch of a finger--are now intertwined
with those of the present, raising questions about how visual culture affects our relationship with
history and memory. This collection of new essays contributes to a growing debate about how the
past and its media are appropriated in the modern world. Focusing on a range of visual cultures, the
essays explore the intersection of film, television, online and print media and visual art--platforms
whose boundaries are increasingly hard to define--and the various ways we engage the past in an
environment saturated with the imagery of previous eras. Topics include period screen fiction,
nonfiction media histories and memories, cinematic nostalgia and recycling, and the media as both
purveyors and carriers of memory.

1950s poodle skirt history: 'Grease Is the Word' Oliver Gruner, Peter Kramer, 2019-11-22
Bringing together a group of international scholars from diverse academic backgrounds, ‘Grease Is
the Word’ analyses the cultural phenomenon Grease. With essays covering everything from the
film’s production history, political representations and industrial impact to its stars and reception,
the book shines a spotlight on one of Broadway’s and Hollywood’s biggest commercial successes. By
adopting a range of perspectives and drawing on various visual, textual and archival sources, the
contributors maintain a vibrant dialogue throughout, offering a timely reappraisal of a musical that
continues to resonate with fans and commentators the world over.

1950s poodle skirt history: The Timeless Doll: Secrets and History of America's Favorite
Toy Pasquale De Marco, 2025-04-12 Journey into the world of Barbie, an iconic doll that has
captivated hearts and imaginations for generations. This comprehensive book explores the history,
impact, and enduring appeal of Barbie, delving into her evolution over the decades, her influence on
fashion and culture, and her enduring popularity. Discover the stories behind Barbie's creation, meet
the people who brought her to life, and examine the controversies and challenges she has faced.
Explore the diverse range of Barbie dolls, from the classic fashion dolls to the special edition
collectibles, and delve into the vibrant community of collectors who keep the Barbie legacy alive.
Uncover Barbie's role in popular culture, examining her presence in film, television, and music, and
explore the collaborations with artists and designers that have shaped her image. Investigate
Barbie's impact on social change, from her advocacy for diversity and inclusion to her role in
promoting STEM education. Look to the future of Barbie, considering how she will continue to
evolve in a changing world. Examine how Barbie is embracing technology and digital platforms, and
explore her commitment to diversity and inclusion. Speculate on the anticipated changes in Barbie's
products and marketing, and consider how she will continue to appeal to new generations of
children. Whether you're a lifelong Barbie fan, a collector, or simply curious about the impact of this
iconic doll, this book offers a captivating exploration of the world of Barbie. Prepare to be inspired
by the story of a toy that has become a cultural phenomenon, empowering generations to dream big
and embrace their full potential. *** If you like this book, write a review on google books!

1950s poodle skirt history: The Little Black Dress and Zoot Suits Alison Behnke, 2012-01-01
Looks at the different modes of dress in America in the mid twentieth century, from every day
clothes to high fashion.

1950s poodle skirt history: All Things History Jane C. Flinn, 2018-03-12 On July 1, 1941, the
world’s first television commercial aired on NBC advertising what? What sport was once called
“battledore”? Which president made his millions as a geologist, traveling the world as an expert in
gold mining? Holding a trivia night? Preparing for trivia night? Looking for discussion topics for the
dinner table? Simply interested in history? Entertaining, educational, and full of fun facts, All Things




History includes hundreds of multiple-choice, true/false, fill-in-the-blank, and open-ended questions
that provide an opportunity for you to not only test your knowledge of history, but to learn
something new along the way. Written for all ages in an educational and entertaining style, All
Things History will be your go-to guide to a broad range of topics-from fashion trends through the
decades, to inventions and discoveries, mythology, sports, creative arts, and US Presidents. Special
Did You Know facts provide a deeper dig into the topic.

1950s poodle skirt history: Transgender History & Geography: Crossdressing in Context
Bolich, Ph. D. G. G. Bolich, 2007-09-28 The third in a landmark five volume study of transgender
realities, with a focus on crossdressing, this fascinating volume offers a tour through history and
around the world. Within these pages are found the most famous crossdressers of history and
information as to what it means to be a transgender person in the various countries of the world
today.

1950s poodle skirt history: Aprons: A Tale of Tradition Ida Tomshinsky, 2014-07-29
Historical nonfiction genre has been widely divergent in subject matter and approach. There is no
reason to believe authorial creativity will dry out anytime soon. The history of food preparation’s
attire gives the overall and -long narrative swift movement through time and events in both
commercial and domestic kitchens. “I am a Librarian: I bring history in my research, and history of
fashion accessories into my books.” (Tomshinsky, 2014) Since ancient times, aprons have been used
as the simplest ways of covering the human body while preparing food. Aprons evolved into a
practical way of shielding one’s body from more just prying eyes. Aprons were frequently included in
the chefs’ uniforms, household servants’ wardrobe, from cooks to maids. From a simple garment to
an essential protective layer, from the staid to the designer fashions, aprons have come a long way.
They are currently at the center of the Renaissance of chic and practicality of the kitchen attire for
chefs and modern women who like to cook and entertain.

1950s poodle skirt history: Kermit Culture Jennifer C. Garlen, Anissa M. Graham, 2014-01-10
By the end of its five-year run on television, The Muppet Show had transformed its motley cast from
fistfuls of felt to multi-media celebrities. Sophisticated and highly individuated, each of the Muppets
embodied a conventional character type from classic television comedy. Kermit functioned as
straight man to the majority of the show's jokes. Miss Piggy, the resident diva, evolved from first
season chorus girl to full-fledged megastar. A Costello to Kermit's Abbot, Fozzie peddled his
vaudevillian shtick to a tough audience, but his genuine sweetness made him lovable even when his
jokes were lame. These essays represent the work and ideas of a global community of scholars and
Muppet enthusiasts, providing a unique perspective on just how Kermit and the rest of the frogs,
dogs, bears, and chickens became cultural icons with influences reaching far beyond the world of
1970s television comedy.

1950s poodle skirt history: Clothes, Menswear, and the American Dream: The History of Style
in the USA in the 1960s Pasquale De Marco, 2025-04-07 Journey back to the vibrant world of
American menswear in the 1960s, a decade that witnessed a transformative fashion revolution. This
comprehensive guide takes you on a sartorial adventure through the trends, styles, and cultural
influences that shaped the era's iconic aesthetic. From the Ivy League campuses to the bustling
streets of urban centers, from the silver screen to the pages of glossy magazines, this book delves
into the stories behind the garments and accessories that defined a generation. Discover how the
suit, that symbol of power and prestige, underwent a bold transformation, embracing color,
patterns, and fabrics that reflected a growing desire for individuality. Explore the rise of sport coats,
jackets, and trousers, fueled by the popularity of leisure time and outdoor activities. Witness the
denim revolution, as jeans transcended their humble workwear origins to become a symbol of
rebellion and youthful exuberance. Uncover the allure of footwear, from the penny loafer, with its
sleek silhouette and distinctive saddle strap, to the rugged charm of work boots. Delve into the
world of accessories, where sunglasses, watches, hats, gloves, and scarves played pivotal roles in
completing the 60s look. Beyond fashion, this book explores the cultural landscape that influenced
the era's style. The civil rights movement, the anti-war protests, and the rise of counterculture




movements challenged societal norms and conventions, fostering an environment of experimentation
and self-expression that found its reflection in clothing choices. **Clothes, Menswear, and the
American Dream** is a captivating exploration of a pivotal era in American fashion history. It is a
must-have for anyone interested in style, culture, and the enduring legacy of the 1960s. If you like
this book, write a review!

1950s poodle skirt history: Clothing and Fashion José Blanco F., Patricia Kay Hunt-Hurst,
Heather Vaughan Lee, Mary Doering, 2015-11-23 This unique four-volume encyclopedia examines
the historical significance of fashion trends, revealing the social and cultural connections of clothing
from the precolonial times to the present day. This sweeping overview of fashion and apparel covers
several centuries of American history as seen through the lens of the clothes we wear—from the
Native American moccasin to Manolo Blahnik's contribution to stiletto heels. Through four detailed
volumes, this work delves into what people wore in various periods in our country's past and
why—from hand-crafted family garments in the 1600s, to the rough clothing of slaves, to the
sophisticated textile designs of the 21st century. More than 100 fashion experts and clothing
historians pay tribute to the most notable garments, accessories, and people comprising design and
fashion. The four volumes contain more than 800 alphabetical entries, with each volume
representing a different era. Content includes fascinating information such as that beginning in
1619 through 1654, every man in Virginia was required to plant a number of mulberry trees to
support the silk industry in England; what is known about the clothing of enslaved African
Americans; and that there were regulations placed on clothing design during World War II. The set
also includes color inserts that better communicate the visual impact of clothing and fashion across
eras.

1950s poodle skirt history: The Ugly Truth Cheryel Hutton, 2013-08-16 If she can't believe
what she sees, can she believe what she feels? When photojournalist Stephie Stephanova visits Ugly
Creek, Tennessee to help her best friend, Madison, she expects a boring visit. Then she snaps a
photo of something she shouldn't have seen--and falls for a man she definitely shouldn't have. Jake
Blackwood can deal with his scarred face, though not with his scarred past. A savvy antiques store
owner with an eye for the finer things, he's never seen anything so fine as Stephie. But his history
with Madison hampers his desire to get closer. So does Stephie's relentless curiosity about his
oddball town. As Stephie probes Ugly Creek's mysteries, she's torn between loyalty to Madison and
her feelings for Jake. But when her snapshot threatens the secret at the heart of Ugly Creek, Stephie
realizes she will sacrifice anything to protect Jake and the town he loves.

1950s poodle skirt history: The Social History of the American Family Marilyn J. Coleman,
Lawrence H. Ganong, 2014-09-02 The American family has come a long way from the days of the
idealized family portrayed in iconic television shows of the 1950s and 1960s. The four volumes of
The Social History of the American Family explore the vital role of the family as the fundamental
social unit across the span of American history. Experiences of family life shape so much of an
individual’s development and identity, yet the patterns of family structure, family life, and family
transition vary across time, space, and socioeconomic contexts. Both the definition of who or what
counts as family and representations of the ideal family have changed over time. Available in both
digital and print formats, this carefully balanced academic work chronicles the social, cultural,
economic, and political aspects of American families from the colonial period to the present. Key
themes include families and culture (including mass media), families and religion, families and the
economy, families and social issues, families and social stratification and conflict, family structures
(including marriage and divorce, gender roles, parenting and children, and mixed and non-modal
family forms), and family law and policy. Features: Approximately 600 articles, richly illustrated with
historical photographs and color photos in the digital edition, provide historical context for students.
A collection of primary source documents demonstrate themes across time. The signed articles, with
cross references and Further Readings, are accompanied by a Reader’s Guide, Chronology of
American Families, Resource Guide, Glossary, and thorough index. The Social History of the
American Family is an ideal reference for students and researchers who want to explore political



and social debates about the importance of the family and its evolving constructions. Key Themes:
Families and Culture Families and Experts Families and Religion Families and Social Change
Families and Social Issues/Problems/Crises Families and Social Media Families and Social
Stratification/Social Class Families and Technology Families and the Economy Families in America
Families in Mass Media Families, Family Life, Social Identities Family Advocates and Organizations
Family Law and Family Policy Family Theories History of American Families

1950s poodle skirt history: Dolls of Our Lives Mary Mahoney, Allison Horrocks, 2023-11-07
Which American Girl are you? Are you a Molly (a patriotic overachiever with a flair for drama)?
Felicity (the original horse girl)? Kirsten (a cottagecore fan who seems immune to cholera),
Samantha (a savior complex in a sailor suit), or Josefina (who dealt with grief by befriending a baby
goat)? Have you ever wondered how Britney Spears or Michelle Kwan would answer that question?
And why do we care so much which girl we are? Combining history, travelogue, and memoir, Dolls of
Our Lives follows Allison Horrocks and Mary Mahoney on an unforgettable journey to the past as
they delve into the origins of this iconic brand. Continuing the conversations that began on their
podcast, they set out to answer the lingering questions that keep them up at night. What did
American Girl inventor Pleasant Rowland hope to say to children with these dolls? Was girl power
something that could be ordered from a catalogue, described by a magazine, or modeled in the plot
lines of books? And how - and why - did this brand shape an entire generation? Through interviews
with a legion of devoted doll lovers, a field trip to Colonial Williamsburg, a place that inspired
Pleasant to create American Girl, and an exploration of their own (complicated) fandom, this is a
deep dive into one of the 90s most coveted products - the American Girl doll.

1950s poodle skirt history: Stage and Screen: Shirts in Theatrical and Film Costumes Bernard
Bender, 2024-10-30 This comprehensive guide delves into the intricate world of shirt design for
theatrical and film costumes, offering a detailed exploration of historical styles, construction
techniques, and the artistry of creating garments that tell stories and enhance character. Explore
the evolution of shirt styles across different eras, from the classic white shirt to the revolutionary
designs of the 20th century. Learn to draft patterns, choose fabrics, and master essential sewing
techniques. Discover the power of detail and how to create unique and distinctive shirts that reflect
the personality of a character. Whether you are a costume designer, a student, or simply someone
fascinated by the magic of film and theater, this book provides invaluable insights into the art of
shirt design and its transformative impact on storytelling.
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