
1950 ford business coupe

1950 ford business coupe represents a significant model in the history of
American automobiles, embodying the post-war automotive design and
engineering trends. Known for its distinctive style, reliable performance,
and functional design, the 1950 Ford Business Coupe appealed to a wide range
of drivers, especially professionals who needed a practical yet stylish
vehicle. This classic car stands out not only for its aesthetics but also for
its mechanical features and cultural impact during the 1950s. In this
article, we will explore the detailed specifications, design elements,
performance capabilities, and historical significance of the 1950 Ford
Business Coupe. Additionally, insights into restoration, collectibility, and
its role in the automotive market will be discussed to provide a
comprehensive understanding of this iconic vehicle.
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Design and Styling of the 1950 Ford Business
Coupe

The design of the 1950 Ford Business Coupe reflects the transition from pre-
war to post-war automotive aesthetics, combining both functional and
stylistic elements. The coupe featured a sleek, two-door body style with a
short rear deck, emphasizing its business-oriented purpose. It was engineered
to be a practical vehicle for professionals such as salesmen, who required
ample cargo space without sacrificing passenger comfort.

Exterior Characteristics

The exterior of the 1950 Ford Business Coupe was marked by smooth, flowing
lines and a robust stance. It featured a distinctive front grille with
horizontal bars, round headlights set into the fenders, and chrome trim
accents that added a touch of elegance. The roofline was designed to maximize
headroom while maintaining a sporty silhouette. Additionally, the coupe’s
compact size and aerodynamic shape contributed to its popularity among urban
drivers.

Color Options and Customization

Ford offered a variety of color schemes for the 1950 Business Coupe, catering
to diverse consumer preferences. Common factory colors included shades of
blue, green, black, and maroon. Many owners later customized their vehicles



with two-tone paint jobs or aftermarket accessories to enhance visual appeal
and individual style.

Performance and Engine Specifications

The 1950 Ford Business Coupe was equipped with powertrains designed to
balance efficiency and performance. Ford utilized proven engine technology to
deliver dependable power for daily driving and business needs. The mechanical
setup was engineered to be straightforward, allowing for ease of maintenance
and repair.

Engine Options

At the heart of the 1950 Ford Business Coupe was the flathead V8 engine, a
staple of Ford’s lineup during that era. This engine produced approximately
100 horsepower and provided sufficient torque for smooth acceleration. In
some models, a 6-cylinder engine option was also available, offering better
fuel economy for drivers prioritizing efficiency over raw power.

Transmission and Drivetrain

The vehicle typically featured a three-speed manual transmission, known for
its durability and straightforward operation. Some models were equipped with
Ford’s optional overdrive, which improved highway cruising efficiency. The
rear-wheel-drive layout contributed to balanced handling characteristics and
traction under various driving conditions.

Interior Features and Comfort

The interior of the 1950 Ford Business Coupe was designed to meet the
practical needs of business users while offering a degree of comfort and
convenience. The cabin layout focused on maximizing space within the coupe’s
compact dimensions, providing a comfortable environment for the driver and a
passenger.

Seating and Upholstery

The coupe typically featured bench seating upholstered in durable materials
such as cloth or vinyl, selected for longevity and ease of cleaning. The
seats were designed to provide firm support, appropriate for long hours of
driving associated with professional business use. Interior color schemes
often complemented the exterior paint options, creating a cohesive design
aesthetic.

Dashboard and Instrumentation

The dashboard layout was simple yet functional, featuring essential gauges
such as speedometer, fuel gauge, and temperature indicators. Controls were
ergonomically placed to ensure ease of use. Optional features included a



radio and heater, which enhanced comfort during cold weather and long trips.

Historical Context and Market Position

The 1950 Ford Business Coupe emerged during a period of economic growth and
industrial expansion in the United States. It catered to a niche market of
professionals who needed a reliable and stylish vehicle for work-related
travel. Its introduction reflected Ford’s strategy to diversify its product
range and address specific consumer segments.

Target Market and Usage

This model was primarily marketed to salesmen, small business owners, and
other professionals who required a blend of cargo space and passenger
comfort. The business coupe configuration offered more rear storage space
than typical passenger models, which was valuable for transporting samples,
equipment, or goods.

Competition and Industry Impact

The 1950 Ford Business Coupe competed with similar offerings from Chevrolet,
Dodge, and Plymouth. Its competitive pricing, dependable mechanicals, and
distinctive styling helped it maintain a strong position in the market. The
model contributed to Ford’s reputation for producing versatile and affordable
vehicles during the early post-war years.

Restoration and Collectibility

Today, the 1950 Ford Business Coupe is a sought-after classic among vintage
car enthusiasts and collectors. Its combination of historic significance,
distinctive styling, and mechanical simplicity makes it an attractive
candidate for restoration projects and preservation.

Restoration Considerations

Restoring a 1950 Ford Business Coupe requires attention to both mechanical
and aesthetic details. Key restoration tasks include refurbishing the
original flathead V8 engine, repairing or replacing body panels, and sourcing
authentic interior materials. Due to its popularity, many aftermarket
suppliers provide reproduction parts, facilitating the restoration process.

Collectibility and Market Value

The market value of a well-maintained or fully restored 1950 Ford Business
Coupe has appreciated steadily over recent years. Collectors value the model
for its historical importance and classic design. Factors influencing value
include originality, condition, and the quality of restoration work.



Original mechanical components enhance authenticity and value

Matching numbers vehicles command higher prices

Documentation of ownership and restoration history adds credibility

Rarity of specific color combinations and options affects desirability

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the 1950 Ford Business
Coupe?

The 1950 Ford Business Coupe features a sleek two-door design with a spacious
front seat optimized for business use. It typically includes a robust V8
engine, a simple yet elegant interior, and was known for its durability and
reliable performance.

How much is a 1950 Ford Business Coupe worth today?

The value of a 1950 Ford Business Coupe varies depending on condition,
originality, and restoration quality. Generally, prices range from $15,000
for project cars to over $35,000 for fully restored, showroom-quality
examples.

What engine options were available in the 1950 Ford
Business Coupe?

The 1950 Ford Business Coupe was commonly equipped with a 226 cubic inch
Flathead V8 engine producing around 100 horsepower, as well as a 215 cubic
inch inline-6 engine option for buyers seeking better fuel economy.

Is the 1950 Ford Business Coupe a good car for
restoration projects?

Yes, the 1950 Ford Business Coupe is popular among classic car enthusiasts
for restoration due to its classic styling, availability of parts, and
relatively straightforward mechanical design, making it a rewarding project
car.

What distinguishes the Business Coupe from other
coupe models in 1950 Ford lineup?

The Business Coupe was designed primarily for commercial use with a single
front bench seat and no rear seat, providing extra cargo space behind the
front seat, unlike the standard coupe models which had rear seating for
passengers.



Are parts and accessories for the 1950 Ford Business
Coupe still available?

Yes, many parts and accessories for the 1950 Ford Business Coupe are still
available through classic car parts suppliers, reproduction manufacturers,
and enthusiast clubs, making maintenance and restoration feasible.

Additional Resources
1. 1950 Ford Business Coupe: A Collector's Guide
This book provides an in-depth look at the 1950 Ford Business Coupe, offering
detailed information on its design, mechanical features, and historical
significance. It includes restoration tips, maintenance advice, and high-
quality photographs to help enthusiasts appreciate and preserve this classic
American automobile.

2. The Classic 1950 Ford Business Coupe: History and Restoration
Explore the rich history of the 1950 Ford Business Coupe through this
comprehensive guide. The book covers the car's development, its role in post-
war America, and practical steps for restoring and maintaining an authentic
vehicle, making it a valuable resource for collectors and restorers alike.

3. Ford's Iconic 1950 Business Coupe: Design and Engineering Excellence
Delve into the innovative design and engineering that made the 1950 Ford
Business Coupe a standout in its era. Featuring technical schematics, expert
analysis, and comparisons with contemporary models, this book celebrates the
craftsmanship and automotive advancements of Ford's mid-century coupe.

4. Restoring the 1950 Ford Business Coupe: A Step-by-Step Manual
A practical restoration manual tailored for enthusiasts aiming to bring their
1950 Ford Business Coupe back to its original glory. The book includes
detailed instructions, parts sourcing tips, and troubleshooting advice to
guide readers through the restoration process from start to finish.

5. The 1950 Ford Business Coupe in Popular Culture
This book examines the cultural impact of the 1950 Ford Business Coupe,
highlighting its appearances in movies, television, and advertising. It
explores how the car became a symbol of post-war American prosperity and
style, influencing generations of car enthusiasts and collectors.

6. Driving the 1950 Ford Business Coupe: Performance and Handling
Focused on the driving experience, this book analyzes the performance,
handling characteristics, and mechanical specifics of the 1950 Ford Business
Coupe. It offers insights for owners who want to optimize their vehicle’s
performance while maintaining its classic charm.

7. 1950 Ford Business Coupe: Parts and Accessories Catalog
An essential reference for owners and restorers, this catalog details the
parts and accessories available for the 1950 Ford Business Coupe. It includes
diagrams, part numbers, and compatibility information, making it easier to
find authentic components for restoration or repair.

8. Ford Motor Company and the 1950 Business Coupe: Innovation in the Post-War
Era
This historical account explores the role of Ford Motor Company in the
automotive industry during the late 1940s and early 1950s. The book
highlights the development of the 1950 Business Coupe, placing it within the



broader context of Ford’s innovations and market strategies.

9. The Enthusiast's Handbook to the 1950 Ford Business Coupe
A comprehensive guide for both new and seasoned enthusiasts, this handbook
covers everything from identifying authentic models to joining owner clubs.
Filled with practical advice, restoration stories, and community resources,
it serves as a companion for those passionate about the 1950 Ford Business
Coupe.
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  1950 ford business coupe: Standard Catalog of Ford, 1903-2002 John Gunnell, 2011-09-27
The Standard Catalog of Ford delivers all the details you need to enjoy your hobby and love your
Ford. Inside, you'll find information about all of the legendary Fords built from
1903-2002...Mustangs, Thunderbirds, the Model T and A, Falcons, Fairlanes, Skyliners, and more.
This fact-filled book provides collector-market values for Fords made during 1903-2002. It also gives
Ford collectors the data they need to identify, buy, restore, and invest in collectable Fords,
including: • a current market price guide showing values in Old Cars Report Price Guide's
comprehensive 1 to 6 grading scale; • complete year-by-year model listings with history and
technical details; • thousands of photos for easy model identification; • and option lists, engine
information, original pricing, and production information.
  1950 ford business coupe: The Journal of the Assembly During the ... Session of the
Legislature of the State of California California. Legislature. Assembly, 1953
  1950 ford business coupe: Kustom Kemps of America Jerry Titus, 1993-01-01 (from the
book) The year was 1978 and I was sitting in the back booth of the Pizza Hut in Mulvane, Kansas,
splitting a deep pan with my good friend, Darryl Starbird. Our friendship was close, and I had always
respected his opinion on just about anything to do with the automobile, and especially the “kustom”
vehicle. Not only is Darryl a champ at building kustom creations, he is also one of the top auto show
producers in the U.S. For some 21 years I had been in the shadow of this high-energy, often
unbelievable, man helping him build cars and produce car shows–a schooling that isn’t available in
any six-month course or college anywhere. I had cruised with him on the high roads, and crashed
with him on the low shoulders. Believe me, auto show producing is not for the weak or conservative.
But my interest was up, boosted by a recent writeup on ‘49-’51 Mercs, and front cover spread of a
chopped ‘51 Mercury, by Street Rodder magazine, which at the time was predominantly a “pre-’48”
street rod magazine. Someone shared an interest I felt I might be the[...]”
  1950 ford business coupe: Classic Customs and Lead Sleds Bo Bertilsson, This book will
take you back, and maybe you'll want to stay there. -- Ken Gross. Featuring Bertilsson's fantastic
photography, this book covers the contemporary hot rods and features the best builders on the West
Coast from the past 15 years. Whole chapters are devoted to legendary do-it-yourself builders like
Larry Watson and Gene Winfield, plus coverage of shows and custom clubs. Read it, dig the pictures,
and see if doesn't make you want to pick up a torch and take three inches out of that too-tall
roofline. Packed with color and stunning classic cars.
  1950 ford business coupe: American Witness RJ Smith, 2017-11-07 From the author of the
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acclaimed James Brown biography The One comes the first in-depth biography of renowned
photographer and filmmaker Robert Frank, best known for his landmark book The Americans. As
well-known as Robert Frank the photographer is, few can say they really know Robert Frank the
man. Born and raised in wartime Switzerland, Frank discovered the power and allure of photography
at an early age and quickly learned that the art meant significantly more to him than the money,
success, or fame. The art was all, and he intended to spend a lifetime pursuing it. American Witness
is the first comprehensive look at the life of a man who's as mysterious and evasive as he is prolific
and gifted. Leaving his rigid Switzerland for the more fluid United States in 1947, Frank found
himself at the red-hot social center of bohemian New York in the '50s and '60s, becoming friends
with everyone from Jack Kerouac, Allen Ginsberg, and Peter Orlovsky to photographer Walker
Evans, actor Zero Mostel, painter Willem de Kooning, filmmaker Jonas Mekas, Bob Dylan, writer
Rudy Wirlitzer, jazz musicians Ornette Coleman and Charles Mingus, and more. Frank roamed the
country with his young family, taking roughly 27,000 photographs and collecting 83 of them into
what is still his most famous work: The Americans. His was an America nobody had seen before, and
if it was harshly criticized upon publication for its portrait of a divided country, the collection
gradually grew to be recognized as a transformative American vision. And then he turned his back
on certain success, giving up photography to reinvent himself as a film and video maker. Frank
helped found the American independent cinema of the 1960s and made a legendary film with the
Rolling Stones. Today, the nonagenarian is an embodiment of restless creativity and a symbol of
what it costs to remain original in America, his life defined by never repeating himself, never being
satisfied. American Witness is a portrait of a singular artist and the country that he saw.
  1950 ford business coupe: Rockin' Garages Tom Cotter, Ken Gross, 2012-11-15 DIV Ken
Gross is one of the premiere auto writers in the United States. This is a terrific book... a great
Father's Day gift and a great read. - Jay Leno Cars and rock ‘n roll have always gone hand in hand.
Whether it’s a garage band piling into some decrepit rig to get to the next gig or a killer guitar riff
blasting from a Mustang, rock ‘n roll keeps us moving when we’re behind the wheel. It’s no surprise,
then, that some of the music world’s big names are also serious car guys. Jimmie Vaughn, Billy Joel,
Brian Johnson (AC/DC), J Geils, Brad Whitford (Aerosmith), and others each spend as much time
behind the wheel as they can. Hot rods, customs, muscle cars, motorcycles, race cars, and sports
cars—the variety of vehicles is as eclectic as rock ‘n roll itself. Rockin’ Garages showcases top
performers, their cars, and their garages. Authors Tom Cotter and Ken Gross profile each musician,
revealing the story behind their moto-lust and what drives their car collecting. Each profile is
complemented by Michael Alan Ross’ top-notch photography. Rockin’ Garages puts you behind the
wheel with some of your favorite musicians. /div
  1950 ford business coupe: Presidio Randy Kennedy, 2019-08-06 “Fluent, mordant, authentic,
propulsive…wonderfully lit from within” (Lee Child, The New York Times Book Review), this
critically acclaimed, stunningly mature literary debut is the darkly comic story of a car thief on the
run in the gritty and arid landscape of the 1970s Texas panhandle. In this “stellar debut,”
(Publishers Weekly) car thief Troy Falconer returns home after years of wandering to reunite with
his younger brother, Harlan. The two set out in search of Harlan’s wife, Bettie, who’s left him cold
and run away with the little money he had. When stealing a station wagon for their journey, Troy
and Harlan find they’ve accidentally kidnapped a Mennonite girl, Martha Zacharias, sleeping in the
back of the car. But Martha turns out to be a stubborn survivor who refuses to be sent home, so
together, these unlikely road companions haphazardly attempt to escape across the Mexican border,
pursued by the police and Martha’s vengeful father. But this is only one layer of Troy’s story.
Through interjecting entries from his journal that span decades of an unraveling life, we learn that
Troy has become so estranged from society that he’s shunned the very idea of personal property.
Instead of claiming possessions, he works motels, stealing the suitcases and cars of men roughly his
size, living with their things until those things feel too much like his own, at which point he finds
another motel and vanishes again into another man’s identity. Richly nuanced and complex, “like a
nesting doll, [Presidio] continually uncovers stories within stories” (Ian Stansel, author of The Last



Cowboys of San Geronimo). With a page-turning plot, prose as gritty and austere as the novel’s
Texas panhandle setting, and a determined yet doomed cast of characters ranging from con artists
to religious outcasts, this “rich and rare book” (Annie Proulx, author of Barkskins) packs a kick like a
shot of whiskey. Perfect for fans of Cormac McCarthy, Denis Johnson, and Larry McMurtry, who said
that Kennedy “captures the funny yet tragic relentlessness of survival in an unforgiving place. Let’s
hope he keeps his novelistic cool and brings us much, much more.”
  1950 ford business coupe: Annual Report - Long Beach Water Department Long Beach
(Calif.). Water Department, 1950
  1950 ford business coupe: Dark Angels On Writing Dark Angels, 2019-06-13 If you read only
one book on business writing, make it this one. Chapters by the twelve partners of the Dark Angels
Collective set out a comprehensive approach to writing more effectively for business. For nearly
twenty years the Dark Angels programme has been championing the cause of more human, more
emotive writing in the business world – because it’s this kind of writing that works, in branding, in
copywriting, in writing for design, in annual reports, in all genres and all sectors. The Dark Angels
approach is to draw on techniques from fiction, poetry and memoir to tell better stories – stories that
connect with readers across all commercial media. The results, endorsed here by many of the most
respected writers in the field, are gathered in this book as an indispensable source of inspiration and
practical advice. It’s the book that sets the new benchmark for professional writers.
  1950 ford business coupe: Tucson Salvage Brian Jabas Smith, 2020-05-29 Literary
Nonfiction. Essays. This book is a chronicle of the overlooked and unsung, a collection of
award-winning essays based on Brian Jabas Smith's popular column, e;Tucson Salvage.e;
  1950 ford business coupe: Annual Report Long Beach (Calif.). Water Department, 1951
  1950 ford business coupe: Kustom Kemps of America Randy W. Baumgardner, 2003
  1950 ford business coupe: Automotive Prosthetic Charissa N. Terranova, 2014-01-15 In the
twenty-first century, we are continually confronted with the existential side of technology—the
relationships between identity and the mechanizations that have become extensions of the self.
Focusing on one of humanity’s most ubiquitous machines, Automotive Prosthetic: Technological
Mediation and the Car in Conceptual Art combines critical theory and new media theory to form the
first philosophical analysis of the car within works of conceptual art. These works are broadly
defined to encompass a wide range of creative expressions, particularly in car-based conceptual art
by both older, established artists and younger, emerging artists, including Ed Ruscha, Martha
Rosler, Richard Prince, Sylvie Fleury, Yael Bartana, Jeremy Deller, and Jonathan Schipper. At its
core, the book offers an alternative formation of conceptual art understood according to technology,
the body moving through space, and what art historian, curator, and artist Jack Burnham calls
“relations.” This thought-provoking study illuminates the ways in which the automobile becomes a
naturalized extension of the human body, incarnating new forms of “car art” and spurring a
technological reframing of conceptual art. Steeped in a sophisticated take on the image and
semiotics of the car, the chapters probe the politics of materialism as well as high/low debates about
taste, culture, and art. The result is a highly innovative approach to contemporary intersections of
art and technology.
  1950 ford business coupe: American Photography and the American Dream James Guimond,
1991 Looks at how documentary photographers have contested the idea of the American dream, and
discusses the work of Francis Benjamin Johnston, Lewis Hine, Walker Evans, Dorothea Lange,
William Klein, Diane Arbus, and Robert Frank
  1950 ford business coupe: Walking with My Sunshine Rufus Franklin Stephenson, 2012-12-13
In the sequel to From Dixieland to Frisco Bay, Rufus Franklin Stephenson tells us the story of a
romance which has lasted for more than half a century. Walking with My Sunshine chronicles his
marriage to Joyce, the love of his life. When Rufus and Joyce decided to marry at a very young age,
few supported them. Yet despite everything, they proved that true love can overcome any form of
adversity, and can last a lifetime. Nourished by faith in God, the blessing of children, and
unwavering loyalty to each other, their marriage has been the foundation for a family, now four



generations strong, who know that the best moments in life are those that are shared with those we
love. This is a story of family, of forgiveness, of building a life with faith. It is one that will lift your
heart.
  1950 ford business coupe: Route 66 Barn Find Road Trip Tom Cotter, 2016-10-15 Tom Cotter
is barn picking along Route 66! Motorbooks' newest collector car title records his journey and
incredible automotive finds.
  1950 ford business coupe: The American Custom Car Pat Ganahl, 2001 Among the hardest
core of American automotive enthusiasts there always exists a desire to press styling and
performance a step beyond the showroom floor -- to truly craft an automobile of one's own. This
photographic and cultural history examines the evolution of American custom cars from the 1930s to
present, covering touchstone trends, influential builders (Barris, Roth, Coddington et al), custom
shows, enthusiast magazines and regional styles. An expensive collection of rare period photography
and exclusive modern shots help illustrate how Detroit informed the styling of customs (and vice
versa), the explosion of the custom car scene after World War II and the factors that led to the
custom's near-death in the 1960s and its resurgence in the '80s. But most of all, this chronicle is a
showcase of the great cars and people who influenced the movement through the years.
  1950 ford business coupe: Jack's Jobs Jack's Hands, 2016-04-08 This Book is about bring
Amazing Courage to be Fearless in your looking for a Job.I want Readers to Conquer unemployment
by the Miracle of Hope & Belief of obtaining a Job in Life & have the Backbone to Go to Work &
Triumph over Uplifting work.I know you can do it Because of My Victory of working 84 years and
still working.
  1950 ford business coupe: Automobiles of the '50s , 1999 Deceased Members of RHS Class of
1951.
  1950 ford business coupe: America and Other Myths Lisa Volpe, 2023-10-10 Robert Frank's
and Todd Webb's parallel 1955 projects to photograph America are considered in the context of
mid-twentieth-century American culture In 1955 two photographers were awarded grants from the
John Simon Guggenheim Foundation to embark on trips across the United States. Robert Frank
(1924-2019) drove coast to coast, photographing the highways, bars, and people that formed the
basis for his widely admired publication The Americans (1958). Todd Webb (1905-2000) walked
across the country, searching for vanishing Americana and what is taking its place. Unaware of each
other's work, the photographers produced strikingly similar images of the highway, parades, and
dim, smoky barrooms. Yet while Frank's grainy, off-kilter style revealed many inequities of American
life, Webb's carefully composed images embraced clear detail and celebrated the individual oddities
of Americans and their locales. This revelatory book is the first to publish Webb's 1955 photographs
and connects these parallel projects for the first time. More than one hundred images accompany
text illuminating Frank's and Webb's different perspectives and approaches to similar subjects and
places; the difference in reception of Frank's iconic work and Webb's relatively unknown series; and
the place of the road trip in shaping American identity at midcentury. Published in association with
the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston Exhibition Schedule: Museum of Fine Arts, Houston (October 8,
2023-January 7, 2024) Addison Gallery of American Art, Phillips Academy, Andover, Massachusetts
(February 10-July 30, 2024) Brandywine Museum of Art, Chadds Ford, Pennsylvania (February
8-May 4, 2025)
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