1968 mustang fuse box diagram

1968 mustang fuse box diagram serves as an essential reference for anyone looking to
understand, repair, or restore the electrical system of this classic vehicle. The 1968 Ford Mustang, an
iconic American muscle car, features a fuse box design that manages and protects various electrical
circuits. Whether you are troubleshooting electrical issues, replacing fuses, or planning a restoration
project, having a detailed 1968 Mustang fuse box diagram is invaluable. This article provides an in-
depth overview of the fuse box layout, its components, common issues, and maintenance tips.
Additionally, it covers the fuse box’s location, wiring details, and guidance on identifying and
replacing fuses to ensure optimal vehicle performance. Explore the detailed sections below to gain
comprehensive knowledge about the 1968 Mustang fuse box diagram and related electrical system
information.
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Overview of the 1968 Mustang Fuse Box

The 1968 Mustang fuse box plays a critical role in managing the electrical safety of the vehicle by
protecting circuits from overloads and short circuits. Unlike modern vehicles with complex
computerized systems, the 1968 Mustang’s fuse box is relatively straightforward but still vital for
proper functionality. The fuse box contains several blade-type fuses, each corresponding to a
particular electrical component or system, such as the headlights, horn, ignition, and interior lights.
Understanding the layout and function of each fuse is crucial for diagnosing electrical problems and
performing repairs efficiently. The fuse box design reflects the automotive technology of the late
1960s, focusing on simplicity and ease of access.

Function and Importance

The primary function of the fuse box is to safeguard the Mustang’s electrical circuits by interrupting
power flow when a fault or overload occurs. This prevents damage to wiring and components, which
could otherwise lead to costly repairs or safety hazards. Each fuse is rated for a specific amperage,
ensuring the correct level of protection. Familiarity with the 1968 Mustang fuse box diagram helps
vehicle owners and mechanics quickly identify which fuse corresponds to each system and allows for
prompt replacement when necessary.



Evolution Compared to Other Years

While the 1968 Mustang fuse box shares similarities with earlier and later models, it has certain
unique characteristics. For example, the layout and fuse ratings differ slightly from the 1967 and 1969
models, reflecting updates in electrical components and vehicle features. Collectors and restorers
should use the exact 1968 Mustang fuse box diagram to avoid confusion and ensure authenticity
during restoration projects.

Location and Accessibility

Knowing the precise location of the 1968 Mustang fuse box is vital for quick access during diagnostics
or fuse replacement. The fuse box is strategically positioned to allow straightforward access without
requiring extensive disassembly of vehicle panels. Proper accessibility reduces maintenance time and
helps in identifying electrical problems efficiently.

Fuse Box Location in the 1968 Mustang

The 1968 Mustang fuse box is located under the dashboard on the driver’s side. More specifically, it is
mounted on the left side of the steering column, behind the kick panel. This location is typical for
muscle cars of the era, where fuse boxes were placed close to the driver for easy reach. Accessing
the fuse box requires removing a small panel or trim piece, which is usually secured with screws or
clips.

Access Tips

When accessing the fuse box, it is recommended to:

e Disconnect the vehicle’s battery to prevent electrical shocks or accidental shorts.
e Use a flashlight to clearly see the fuse box layout in the dim under-dash area.
e Keep a fuse puller tool or needle-nose pliers handy for safe fuse removal.

e Refer to the 1968 Mustang fuse box diagram to identify the correct fuse location before
attempting replacements.

Detailed Fuse Box Diagram and Components

The 1968 Mustang fuse box diagram provides a visual map of the fuses and their corresponding
circuits. Each fuse slot is designated for a specific electrical function, with varying amperage ratings
to protect delicate components. Understanding this diagram is essential for anyone performing
electrical repairs or restorations on the vehicle.



Fuse Layout and Ratings

The fuse box typically contains the following fuses and ratings (note: specific fuse assignments may
vary slightly based on vehicle options and trim levels):

¢ Headlights: 15 amps

Horn: 20 amps

Ignition System: 15 amps

Radio: 10 amps

Brake Lights: 15 amps

Turn Signals: 10 amps

Interior Lights: 10 amps

Electric Wipers: 20 amps

The fuses are arranged in a compact layout, often in two rows, with each fuse slot numbered or
labeled for easy identification. The diagram typically includes a legend or key to help users match
each fuse with its respective circuit.

Fuse Types and Features

The 1968 Mustang uses blade-type fuses, which are small, rectangular fuses with two metal prongs
that fit into the fuse box slots. These fuses are color-coded according to their amperage rating,
making it easier to identify the correct replacement fuse. The use of blade fuses was common for
vehicles of this era and continues in many modern cars due to their reliability and ease of
replacement.

Common Electrical Issues and Troubleshooting

Electrical problems in the 1968 Mustang are often related to fuse failures or wiring faults. Using the
1968 Mustang fuse box diagram effectively aids in diagnosing and resolving these issues. Common
problems include blown fuses, intermittent electrical faults, and damaged wiring harnesses.

Identifying Blown Fuses

A blown fuse is a primary cause of electrical failure in various vehicle systems. Signs of a blown fuse
include non-functioning headlights, radio, or interior lights. To identify a blown fuse:

1. Locate the fuse box using the diagram and access instructions.



2. Visually inspect each fuse for a broken metal strip or discoloration.
3. Use a multimeter or test light to check fuse continuity if visual inspection is inconclusive.

4. Replace blown fuses with the same amperage rating to prevent further damage.

Other Electrical Troubleshooting Tips

When resolving electrical issues, consider the following:

e Check the wiring harness connected to the fuse box for signs of wear, corrosion, or loose
connections.

« Verify ground connections and battery terminals are clean and secure.
¢ Inspect switches and relays associated with the problematic circuit.

¢ Consult the 1968 Mustang fuse box diagram to ensure proper fuse placement and correct
amperage ratings.

Maintenance and Replacement Tips

Proper maintenance of the 1968 Mustang fuse box extends the life of the vehicle’s electrical system
and prevents unexpected failures. Regular inspection and timely replacement of fuses and connectors
are key to maintaining electrical reliability.

Routine Inspection

Schedule periodic checks of the fuse box and associated wiring to catch issues early. Look for signs of
corrosion, heat damage, or loose fuses. Clean the fuse box terminals and connectors with electrical
contact cleaner to maintain good conductivity.

Correct Fuse Replacement Practices

When replacing fuses, adhere to these guidelines:
» Always use the correct amperage fuse as indicated in the 1968 Mustang fuse box diagram.

¢ Use high-quality replacement fuses to ensure reliability.

» Avoid using temporary fixes such as foil or wire to bypass blown fuses, as this can cause severe
electrical damage.



e Keep spare fuses in the vehicle for emergency replacements.

Additional Wiring and Electrical System Insights

Beyond the fuse box, the 1968 Mustang’s electrical system includes various wiring harnesses, relays,
and switches that work together to power the vehicle’s components. Understanding these elements
enhances the ability to troubleshoot and maintain the overall electrical system.

Wiring Harness Considerations

The wiring harness connects the fuse box to various electrical devices throughout the car. Over time,
wiring insulation can degrade, leading to shorts or open circuits. Inspect the harness for cracks,
brittleness, or exposed wires, especially in areas subject to vibration or heat.

Upgrading Electrical Components

For restorers and enthusiasts, upgrading certain electrical components while maintaining the original
fuse box layout can improve vehicle reliability. For instance, installing modern fuses with improved
materials or adding auxiliary fuse panels for additional accessories can be done without altering the
classic look and function of the 1968 Mustang fuse box.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can | find a 1968 Mustang fuse box diagram?

You can find a 1968 Mustang fuse box diagram in the vehicle's original service manual, online
Mustang forums, or websites dedicated to classic car wiring diagrams.

What fuses are included in the 1968 Mustang fuse box?

The 1968 Mustang fuse box typically includes fuses for headlights, horn, ignition, wipers, heater, and
tail lights, among other essential electrical components.

How do | identify fuse locations in a 1968 Mustang fuse box?

Fuse locations in a 1968 Mustang fuse box can be identified using the fuse box cover label, the car's
service manual, or a detailed wiring diagram specific to the 1968 Mustang model.

Has the 1968 Mustang fuse box design changed from previous



years?

Yes, the 1968 Mustang fuse box design has some differences compared to earlier models, including
updated fuse ratings and layout changes to accommodate new or relocated electrical components.

Can | use a modern fuse box diagram for a 1968 Mustang?

It is not recommended to use a modern fuse box diagram for a 1968 Mustang, as electrical systems
and fuse specifications have changed. Always use a diagram specific to the 1968 model year.

What common electrical issues can be diagnosed using the
1968 Mustang fuse box diagram?

Common electrical issues like blown fuses, faulty headlight circuits, horn failures, and wiper
malfunctions can be diagnosed effectively by referencing the 1968 Mustang fuse box diagram.

Are there any online resources or PDFs for the 1968 Mustang
fuse box diagram?

Yes, several online resources, including Mustang forums, classic car restoration sites, and PDF
archives of service manuals, offer downloadable 1968 Mustang fuse box diagrams.

Additional Resources

1. 1968 Mustang Electrical Systems: A Comprehensive Guide

This book provides an in-depth look at the electrical components of the 1968 Mustang, including
detailed fuse box diagrams. It is an essential resource for restorers and enthusiasts looking to
understand or repair their classic car’s wiring. The guide covers troubleshooting tips and common
issues faced by owners.

2. Classic Mustang Wiring and Fuse Box Diagrams

Focused specifically on wiring schematics, this book offers clear and precise diagrams of the 1968
Mustang fuse box and electrical layout. It breaks down complex wiring systems into understandable
segments, making it easier for beginners and experts alike. The book also includes practical advice
for maintenance and upgrades.

3. Restoring Your 1968 Mustang: Electrical and Fuse Box Edition

This restoration manual is dedicated to the electrical restoration of the 1968 Mustang, with a special
emphasis on the fuse box and its components. Readers will find step-by-step instructions and detailed
illustrations to help them restore their vehicle’s electrical system to factory specs. The book also
discusses sourcing original parts and modern replacements.

4. The 1968 Mustang Owner’s Electrical Handbook

Designed for Mustang owners, this handbook simplifies the complexities of the 1968 Mustang’s
electrical system. It includes a detailed fuse box diagram and explanations of each fuse and relay
function. The book is an excellent reference for troubleshooting electrical problems and performing
routine maintenance.



5. Mustang Wiring Diagrams: 1965-1970 Models

Covering multiple years, this book includes comprehensive fuse box diagrams for the 1968 Mustang
along with other model years. It highlights differences and similarities in electrical systems across
these years, aiding owners who work on various classic Mustangs. The volume serves as both a
reference and a practical guide.

6. Ford Mustang 1968: Electrical Wiring and Fuse Box Solutions

This guide addresses common electrical issues in the 1968 Mustang and provides solutions centered
around the fuse box and wiring harness. It contains detailed diagrams and troubleshooting flowcharts
to help diagnose and fix problems efficiently. The book is useful for both DIY mechanics and
professional restorers.

7. Understanding the 1968 Mustang Fuse Box: A Visual Guide

Packed with high-quality images and diagrams, this visual guide helps readers identify and
understand each element within the 1968 Mustang fuse box. It explains fuse ratings, relay functions,
and wiring connections, making it easier to perform repairs and upgrades. The book is well-suited for
visual learners and hands-on enthusiasts.

8. Electrical Restoration Techniques for Classic Mustangs

While covering Mustangs from the 1960s, this book dedicates a significant section to the 1968
model’s fuse box and wiring restoration. It offers practical advice on cleaning, repairing, and replacing
electrical components to restore original functionality. The book also covers safety tips and
recommended tools for electrical work.

9. The Complete 1968 Mustang Workshop Manual

This all-encompassing workshop manual includes a detailed chapter on the electrical system and fuse
box of the 1968 Mustang. It combines wiring diagrams, fuse box layouts, and maintenance
instructions into one comprehensive volume. Ideal for anyone undertaking a full restoration or routine
repair, it is a must-have reference for Mustang enthusiasts.
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