
1979 ford f150 ignition switch wiring
diagram
1979 ford f150 ignition switch wiring diagram is an essential reference for anyone involved in
the maintenance, repair, or restoration of this classic vehicle. Understanding the wiring
configuration of the ignition switch is crucial for diagnosing electrical issues, ensuring proper
engine starting, and maintaining safety features. This article provides a detailed overview of the
1979 Ford F150 ignition switch wiring diagram, including its components, wire color codes, and
troubleshooting tips. Whether you are a professional mechanic or a dedicated Ford enthusiast,
having a clear and accurate wiring diagram is indispensable. The information here also covers
common wiring problems and offers guidance on how to interpret the diagram effectively. Below is a
table of contents to guide the exploration of this topic.
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Overview of the 1979 Ford F150 Ignition Switch
The ignition switch in the 1979 Ford F150 is a critical component that controls the vehicle’s ignition
system, starter motor, and electrical accessories. It acts as the gateway for electrical power,
allowing the driver to start and stop the engine while controlling various circuits. The ignition switch
assembly is typically located on the steering column, connected directly to the vehicle’s wiring
harness. Understanding the layout and function of this switch is foundational to interpreting the
1979 ford f150 ignition switch wiring diagram.

Function and Importance
The ignition switch controls several key electrical functions, including powering the starter solenoid,
activating the ignition coil, and enabling electrical accessories such as the radio and dashboard
lights. A properly functioning ignition switch ensures reliable engine starting and safe operation.
Faulty wiring or switch failure can lead to no-start conditions, intermittent electrical problems, or
even safety hazards like unintended engine shutdown.



Detailed Wiring Diagram Components
The 1979 ford f150 ignition switch wiring diagram includes various components essential to the
ignition and electrical systems. These components are interconnected through specific wiring paths
that must be clearly understood for effective troubleshooting and repair.

Main Components in the Wiring Diagram

Ignition Switch: The central control device for engine starting and accessory power.

Starter Solenoid: Engages the starter motor when the ignition switch is turned to the start
position.

Ignition Coil: Supplies high voltage to the spark plugs for combustion.

Battery: Provides electrical power for all circuits connected to the ignition switch.

Fuse Box: Protects circuits from overload and short circuits.

Accessory Circuits: Include power to radio, lights, and other electrical devices.

Wiring Pathways
The wiring diagram illustrates the connections between these components, showing which wires
carry power during different ignition switch positions such as Off, Accessory, Run, and Start. Each
wire is designated with specific colors and terminal labels to aid identification.

Wire Color Codes and Functions
Understanding the color coding of wires in the 1979 ford f150 ignition switch wiring diagram is
essential for accurate diagnostics and repairs. Ford used standardized color codes during this period
to indicate wire functions and destinations.

Common Wire Colors and Their Meanings

Red: Constant 12V power from the battery.

Pink: Ignition circuit power, active in Run and Start positions.

Yellow: Accessory power supply.

Dark Green: Starter solenoid wire, energized during engine start.



Black: Ground or negative connection.

White: Ignition coil feed or other auxiliary functions.

Terminal Identification
Terminals on the ignition switch are often labeled with letters or numbers corresponding to specific
wire connections. For example, terminals may include “B” for battery input, “S” for starter solenoid,
“R” for ignition coil, and “A” for accessories. Familiarity with these designations is crucial for
interpreting the wiring diagram accurately.

Common Wiring Issues and Troubleshooting
Wiring problems related to the ignition switch are frequent causes of starting failures and electrical
malfunctions in the 1979 Ford F150. Identifying these issues often requires a systematic approach
aided by the wiring diagram.

Typical Problems

Corroded or loose ignition switch terminals causing intermittent power loss.

Damaged or frayed wiring leading to shorts or open circuits.

Faulty starter solenoid wire preventing engine cranking.

Incorrect wire connections after previous repairs or modifications.

Blown fuses interrupting power flow to ignition circuits.

Troubleshooting Techniques
Use a multimeter to check continuity and voltage at various ignition switch terminals according to
the wiring diagram. Inspect physical condition of wires and connectors. Confirm wire colors and
terminal labels match the diagram specifications. Testing the starter solenoid activation and coil
voltage during key turn positions helps isolate faults within the ignition system wiring.

Step-by-Step Guide to Using the Wiring Diagram
Effectively utilizing the 1979 ford f150 ignition switch wiring diagram requires a structured process.
This ensures accurate diagnosis and safe repair work.



Steps for Effective Use

Identify the Ignition Switch Terminals: Locate the switch and note terminal markings.1.

Match Wire Colors: Compare the wires connected to the switch with the diagram’s color2.
codes.

Check Power Flow: Using a test light or voltmeter, verify power presence at each terminal in3.
different key positions.

Trace Wires: Follow wiring paths to components like the starter solenoid and ignition coil.4.

Inspect Connectors and Fuses: Check for corrosion, damage, or blown fuses indicated in5.
the diagram.

Test Components: Isolate and test individual components connected through the ignition6.
switch wiring.

Document Findings: Record any discrepancies or faults found for repair or replacement.7.

Safety Precautions When Working with Ignition Wiring
Working with the ignition switch wiring in a 1979 Ford F150 involves handling electrical circuits
that can pose risks if not managed properly. Adhering to safety protocols is essential for personal
protection and vehicle integrity.

Essential Safety Measures

Disconnect the vehicle battery before beginning any wiring work to prevent shock or short
circuits.

Use insulated tools designed for electrical work to avoid accidental shorts.

Avoid working in wet or damp conditions, which increase electrical hazards.

Follow the wiring diagram closely to prevent incorrect connections that could cause damage
or fire.

Wear eye protection and gloves when handling wires and connectors.

Test circuits with appropriate equipment before reconnecting the battery.



Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find a 1979 Ford F150 ignition switch wiring
diagram?
You can find a 1979 Ford F150 ignition switch wiring diagram in the vehicle's factory service
manual, online automotive forums, or websites specializing in vintage Ford truck repair such as
ClassicFordTrucks.com.

What colors are the wires connected to the ignition switch on
a 1979 Ford F150?
Typically, the ignition switch wiring on a 1979 Ford F150 includes wires in colors such as red
(battery power), brown (ignition), pink (start), and black (accessory), but it's important to verify with
a specific wiring diagram as colors can vary.

How does the ignition switch wiring work on a 1979 Ford
F150?
The ignition switch wiring in a 1979 Ford F150 connects the battery power to various circuits like
the starter, ignition coil, and accessories. Turning the key sends power through different wires to
start the engine and power electrical components.

Can I replace the ignition switch wiring myself on a 1979 Ford
F150?
Yes, if you have the correct wiring diagram and basic automotive electrical knowledge, you can
replace or repair the ignition switch wiring on a 1979 Ford F150. Always disconnect the battery
before working on the electrical system.

What are common issues with the ignition switch wiring on a
1979 Ford F150?
Common issues include worn or corroded connectors, broken wires, or faulty ignition switches that
cause problems like the truck not starting, intermittent power loss, or accessories not functioning
properly.

Is the ignition switch wiring on a 1979 Ford F150 similar to
other Ford trucks from the same era?
Yes, the ignition switch wiring on a 1979 Ford F150 is generally similar to other Ford trucks from
the late 1970s, though there may be slight variations depending on the model and factory options.



What tools do I need to trace the ignition switch wiring on a
1979 Ford F150?
To trace the ignition switch wiring, you will need a multimeter or test light, wire strippers, electrical
tape or heat shrink tubing, a wiring diagram for reference, and possibly a soldering iron for secure
connections.

Additional Resources
1. 1979 Ford F150 Electrical Systems Guide
This comprehensive manual offers detailed wiring diagrams and troubleshooting techniques
specifically for the 1979 Ford F150. It covers ignition switch wiring, lighting, and other electrical
components. Ideal for both hobbyists and professional mechanics, the guide simplifies complex
circuitry with clear illustrations and step-by-step instructions.

2. Ford F-Series Trucks: Wiring and Electrical Repair
This book provides an in-depth look into the electrical systems of Ford F-Series trucks, including the
1979 F150. It explains ignition switch wiring, fuse box layouts, and connector pinouts. With practical
repair tips and maintenance advice, readers can confidently handle their truck’s electrical issues.

3. Classic Ford Truck Restoration: Electrical Systems
Focused on restoring vintage Ford trucks, this book covers essential wiring diagrams and electrical
troubleshooting for models like the 1979 F150. It helps restorers understand ignition switch wiring
and other key circuits. The author’s experience brings practical insights into preserving original
functionality while upgrading components.

4. Automotive Wiring Diagrams: Ford Trucks Edition
This volume compiles detailed wiring diagrams for various Ford truck models, including the 1979
F150. It highlights the ignition switch wiring and related electrical connections. The book is an
excellent reference for diagnosing electrical problems and performing accurate repairs.

5. The Complete Ford F150 Maintenance Manual
Besides general maintenance tips, this manual dedicates sections to the electrical system of the
1979 Ford F150. It includes ignition switch wiring diagrams and troubleshooting guidelines. The
straightforward explanations make it suitable for owners wanting to maintain or fix their trucks
themselves.

6. Ford F150 Ignition Systems Explained
This specialized book focuses exclusively on the ignition systems of Ford F150 trucks, with detailed
coverage of the 1979 model. It breaks down the ignition switch wiring, key components, and
common failure points. Mechanics and enthusiasts will find valuable knowledge for diagnosing
starting issues.

7. Vintage Ford Truck Wiring and Electrical Manual
Designed for classic Ford truck owners, this manual offers wiring diagrams and repair advice for
models from the 1970s, including the 1979 F150. It covers the intricacies of ignition switch wiring
and how it integrates with other electrical systems. The book also provides tips for upgrading wiring
harnesses safely.



8. Troubleshooting Ford Truck Ignition Circuits
A practical guide aimed at diagnosing and repairing ignition circuit problems in Ford trucks like the
1979 F150. It explains the function and wiring of ignition switches in detail. Readers learn to
identify faults, test components, and restore proper operation with minimal guesswork.

9. Ford F150 Electrical Wiring Color Codes and Diagrams
This book is a valuable resource for understanding the color codes and wiring layouts used in Ford
F150 trucks of the late 1970s. It includes clear ignition switch wiring diagrams for the 1979 model
year. The guide helps users decode wiring harnesses and perform accurate electrical repairs.
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