
1938 chevrolet business coupe
1938 chevrolet business coupe represents a significant chapter in automotive
history, embodying the style and engineering of late 1930s American cars.
This classic vehicle gained popularity for its distinctive design,
practicality, and performance, making it a sought-after model among
collectors and vintage car enthusiasts. The 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe was
designed to cater to business professionals who required a reliable and
stylish mode of transportation. This article delves into the car's design
features, mechanical specifications, historical context, and its impact on
the automotive market. Additionally, it explores restoration considerations
and the model's enduring legacy within the classic car community. The details
provided aim to offer a comprehensive understanding of the 1938 Chevrolet
Business Coupe’s significance and appeal.
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Design and Styling of the 1938 Chevrolet
Business Coupe

The 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe showcased a blend of streamlined design and
functional aesthetics characteristic of late 1930s American automobiles. Its
body style was tailored specifically for business users, with a two-door
coupe configuration providing ample space for cargo and passengers while
maintaining a compact frame. The exterior featured sweeping fenders, a
prominent grille, and smooth curves that enhanced aerodynamics and visual
appeal.

Exterior Features

The exterior of the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe was marked by classic Art
Deco influences. The front end was dominated by a wide chrome grille, flanked
by large, round headlights integrated into the fenders. The vehicle's sloping
roofline and rounded rear quarters contributed to its streamlined appearance.



Chrome accents and trim pieces highlighted the car’s contours, adding a touch
of elegance and sophistication.

Interior Design and Comfort

Inside, the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe prioritized comfort and utility.
The cabin was designed to accommodate two passengers with ample legroom and
headspace. The dashboard featured simple, easy-to-read gauges and controls,
reflecting the practical nature of the vehicle. Upholstery was typically made
from durable fabric or leatherette materials, suited for everyday business
use. Despite its compact size, the coupe offered sufficient storage space
behind the front seats, ideal for carrying business-related goods and
supplies.

Mechanical Specifications and Performance

The 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe was equipped with reliable mechanical
components that balanced performance and durability. Chevrolet’s engineering
emphasis during this period focused on providing smooth operation and
sufficient power to meet the needs of everyday driving and business use.

Engine and Drivetrain

The coupe was powered by a 216 cubic inch (3.5L) inline six-cylinder engine,
known as the "Stovebolt Six." This engine produced approximately 90
horsepower, delivering adequate acceleration and cruising capabilities for
its class. The powertrain was paired with a three-speed manual transmission,
offering straightforward and dependable gear shifting. Rear-wheel drive was
standard, providing good traction and handling on various road conditions.

Suspension and Braking System

The suspension system utilized independent front suspension with coil
springs, enhancing ride comfort and stability. The rear featured a solid axle
with leaf springs, common for vehicles of this era. Braking was managed by
four-wheel drum brakes, which were effective for the speeds and traffic
conditions of the time. Together, these mechanical systems ensured the 1938
Chevrolet Business Coupe maintained a smooth and controlled driving
experience.



Historical Context and Market Position

During the late 1930s, the automotive market in the United States was highly
competitive, with manufacturers striving to offer vehicles that combined
style, functionality, and affordability. The 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe
emerged as a practical solution for business owners and professionals seeking
an economical yet attractive vehicle.

Chevrolet’s Strategy in 1938

Chevrolet aimed to capture a broad segment of the market by offering a
variety of body styles, including sedans, coupes, and convertibles. The
Business Coupe was positioned as an economical yet stylish option, appealing
to small business owners such as salesmen, tradesmen, and entrepreneurs. Its
design emphasized cargo space and accessibility, making it suitable for
commercial purposes while retaining passenger comfort.

Competition and Market Reception

The 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe competed with similar offerings from Ford,
Plymouth, and Dodge. Its competitive pricing, combined with Chevrolet’s
reputation for reliability, contributed to steady sales. The model was well-
received for its balance of aesthetics and utility, carving out a niche
within the business and personal transportation market segments of the era.

Restoration and Collectibility

The 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe remains a popular choice among classic car
restorers and collectors. Its combination of historical importance,
distinctive styling, and mechanical simplicity makes it an attractive project
vehicle as well as a prized collector’s item.

Restoration Considerations

Restoring a 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe requires attention to both
authenticity and mechanical soundness. Key restoration areas include the
bodywork, paint, and trim, as well as the engine and drivetrain components.
Availability of original parts can vary, but many reproduction parts and
expert services exist to support restoration efforts. Maintaining the
original specifications and finishes can significantly enhance the vehicle’s



value and appeal.

Collectibility Factors

Several factors influence the collectibility of the 1938 Chevrolet Business
Coupe:

Originality and condition of the vehicle

Completeness of factory features and components

Quality of restoration work performed

Historical documentation and provenance

Rarity of specific trims or customizations

Well-preserved or expertly restored examples tend to attract higher interest
at classic car shows and auctions.

Legacy and Influence of the 1938 Chevrolet
Business Coupe

The 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe holds a notable place in automotive
history, representing a transitional period in automobile design and
manufacturing. Its influence extends beyond its era, impacting the
development of business-oriented vehicles and coupes in subsequent decades.

Impact on Chevrolet’s Lineup

The success of the Business Coupe helped Chevrolet refine its approach to
catering to business customers and personal-use coupes. It demonstrated the
viability of combining utility with style, encouraging future innovations in
body design and functionality within Chevrolet’s vehicle portfolio.

Enduring Appeal Among Enthusiasts

Today, the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe is celebrated for its classic lines,



historical significance, and mechanical robustness. It remains a symbol of
1930s automotive craftsmanship and continues to inspire collectors and
restorers. Its presence at vintage car events and in automotive museums
underscores its lasting legacy in American motoring culture.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the 1938 Chevrolet
Business Coupe?
The 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe features a streamlined design with Art Deco
influences, a 216 cubic inch inline-six engine, a 3-speed manual
transmission, and seating primarily for two people, making it ideal for
business use and urban driving.

How does the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe differ
from other Chevrolet models of the same year?
The 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe is distinguished by its two-door coupe body
style focused on utility and style for business owners. It has a shorter rear
section compared to the standard sedans, providing more cargo space, and is
generally lighter and more economical than larger models like the Master
Deluxe.

What restoration challenges are common with the 1938
Chevrolet Business Coupe?
Restoring a 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe often involves challenges such as
sourcing original or reproduction parts due to its age, dealing with rust and
corrosion on the body and frame, and updating or repairing the mechanical
components like the inline-six engine and manual transmission while
maintaining authenticity.

Is the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe considered a
valuable classic car today?
Yes, the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe is considered a valuable classic car,
especially if it is well-maintained or fully restored. Its historical
significance, unique design, and rarity contribute to its desirability among
collectors and vintage car enthusiasts.

What is the typical engine performance of the 1938
Chevrolet Business Coupe?
The 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe is equipped with a 216 cubic inch inline-



six engine that produces around 90 horsepower, providing reliable and modest
performance suitable for its time, with a top speed of approximately 65 mph,
making it practical for both city and highway driving in the late 1930s.

Additional Resources
1. The 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe: A Classic American Icon
This book delves into the history and design of the 1938 Chevrolet Business
Coupe, highlighting its significance in the automotive industry. It covers
the engineering innovations and aesthetic choices that made this model stand
out. Enthusiasts will appreciate detailed photographs and restoration tips.

2. Restoring the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe: A Step-by-Step Guide
Ideal for classic car restorers, this comprehensive guide walks readers
through the process of restoring a 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe. It includes
advice on sourcing original parts, bodywork, engine rebuilding, and interior
refurbishment. The book also features expert tips to maintain authenticity.

3. The Chevrolet Legacy: From Early Models to the 1938 Business Coupe
This book explores Chevrolet's evolution, culminating in the 1938 Business
Coupe model. It places the vehicle within the broader context of American
automotive history and highlights technological advancements of the era.
Collectors and historians will find valuable insights here.

4. Driving Through History: The 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe Experience
A nostalgic look at driving the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe, this book
combines personal stories with technical details. It captures the feel and
performance of the vehicle in its heyday and discusses how it influenced car
culture. Photographs and anecdotes enrich the narrative.

5. Collecting Classic Cars: Spotlight on the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe
Focused on collectors, this book evaluates the market value and rarity of the
1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe. It offers guidance on identifying original
features and avoiding common restoration pitfalls. The book also profiles
prominent collectors and their prized vehicles.

6. Design and Innovation in the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe
This title analyzes the design elements and engineering breakthroughs that
characterized the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe. It examines how Chevrolet
balanced style, functionality, and affordability in this model. Detailed
diagrams and design sketches are included.

7. The 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe: A Technical Manual
Serving as a detailed technical reference, this manual covers engine
specifications, electrical systems, chassis details, and maintenance
procedures for the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe. Mechanics and DIY
enthusiasts will benefit from the clear instructions and troubleshooting
tips.

8. Cultural Impact of the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe in America



This book investigates how the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe influenced
American society during the late 1930s. It explores its role in business,
transportation, and popular culture. The narrative includes period
advertisements, sales data, and social commentary.

9. Photographic History of the 1938 Chevrolet Business Coupe
A visually stunning collection of photographs showcasing the 1938 Chevrolet
Business Coupe in various settings and conditions. From factory images to
restored models, this book captures the beauty and craftsmanship of the
vehicle. It is a must-have for visual learners and car enthusiasts alike.
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  1938 chevrolet business coupe: Flash Christopher Bonanos, 2018-06-05 Winner of the
National Book Critics Circle Award The first comprehensive biography of Weegee—photographer,
“psychic,” ultimate New Yorker—from Christopher Bonanos, author of Instant: The Story of Polaroid.
Arthur Fellig’s ability to arrive at a crime scene just as the cops did was so uncanny that he renamed
himself “Weegee,” claiming that he functioned as a human Ouija board. Weegee documented better
than any other photographer the crime, grit, and complex humanity of midcentury New York City. In
Flash, we get a portrait not only of the man (both flawed and deeply talented, with generous
appetites for publicity, women, and hot pastrami) but also of the fascinating time and place that he
occupied. From self-taught immigrant kid to newshound to art-world darling to latter-day
caricature—moving from the dangerous streets of New York City to the celebrity culture of Los
Angeles and then to Europe for a quixotic late phase of experimental photography and
filmmaking—Weegee lived a life just as worthy of documentation as the scenes he captured. With
Flash, we have an unprecedented and ultimately moving view of the man now regarded as an
innovator and a pioneer, an artist as well as a newsman, whose photographs are among most
powerful images of urban existence ever made.
  1938 chevrolet business coupe: Lost and Found Publishers of Old Cars Weekly, 2011-11-04
Into the light By popular demand comes the sequel to the original â€œLost and Foundâ€ from the
publishers of Old Cars Weekly magazine. This collection of great automotive discoveries reminds us
yet again that you never know where a prized old car might be hiding. Corvettes, Cadillacs,
Packards, coveted muscle cars, even Duesenbergs seem to somehow emerge from hiding from us for
years and even decades. Find out where some of them have been in Lost and Found 2nd Edition.
  1938 chevrolet business coupe: Cars We Love Brian Earnest, 2011-06-23 From the foreword:
. . . these cars aren't rare or unique, but they have other things going for them. Sometimes they
were the subject of amazing restorations or rescue efforts. Sometimes, against all odds, they
remained in one family for generations, or were babied to extremes and today have ridiculously low
totals on their odometers. These are the cars that have stories. They might not have been amazing
when they were new, but they are unique now because of the lives they've lived and the owners who
have sat in their driver's seats. They've got history, and if they could talk, what amazing tales they
could tell us!
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  1938 chevrolet business coupe: Just Chevys Brian Earnest, 2010-07-28 Salute to the bow tie
Louis Chevrolet was a well-known race car driver and builder/designer in the early 1900s, but it's
doubtful ol' Louis himself could ever have imagined that his French surname would eventually be as
purely American as baseball, hot dogs, and apple pie. Just Chevys assembles a century of great
Chevrolets and the stories that make these cars memorable. From the Model T fighters of the early
1900s, to the fabulous finned wonders of the 1950s, the high flying Corvettes and muscles cars of
the 1960s and beyond, Just Chevys spotlights the cars, and the car lovers, who have made Chevrolet
America's most beloved car.
  1938 chevrolet business coupe: Just 30s Angelo Van Boggart, 2010-12-13 The 1930s might
have been the greatest 10-year period in the history of the American automobile. Even in the face of
a suffocating Depression, American cars continued to evolve with beautiful, streamlined designs that
had never been seen before. General Motors began face lifting its vehicles with new styles for every
model year. Hard-rubber rides were softened by balloon tires, impressive 16-cylinder engines began
showing up under massive hoods and hydraulic brakes became the norm. The synchromesh
transmission, independent suspension, heaters and radios made automotive journeys more
comfortable than ever. It was truly a decade of advancement and achievement for U.S. car makers.
In Just '30s, the publisher of Old Cars Weekly and OldCarsReport.com Price Guide celebrates this
fabulous decade with a look back at the cars, and car companies, that gave us such great memories.
  1938 chevrolet business coupe: Report on Motor Vehicle Industry Pursuant to Joint
Resolution No. 87 (H. J. Res. 594) Seventy-fifth Congress, Third Session United States. Federal
Trade Commission, 1992
  1938 chevrolet business coupe: Report on Motor Vehicle Industry Pursuant to Joint
Resolution No. 87 (H. J. Res. 591) Seventy-fifth Congress, Third Session ... United States.
Federal Trade Commission, 1940
  1938 chevrolet business coupe: Old Car Detective Bill Sherk, 2011-03-18 In this hilarious
collection of old car stories, Canada’s very own Old Car Detective Bill Sherk presents 80 of his
favourite stories from all 10 provinces, spanning the years from 1925 to 1965. In this book you will
meet the man in New Brunswick who chopped the top off his 1927 Whippet sedan in honour of the
coronation of Queen Elizabeth II; the young fellow from Kingston, Ontario, who thought his 1937
Ford coach looked better with all four fenders taken off; the owner of a 1947 Hudson that burned so
much oil he had to wear a snorkel mask while driving it; the father who borrowed his son’s
hot-rodded ’53 Monarch (built only in Canada!) and got pulled over by the police for street racing;
and the grandmother who moved from England to Canada and drove her Morris Minor on the wrong
side of the road. Behind every old car there’s a story waiting to be told, all the way from your
grandparents’ Model T Ford to the Mustang you drove in high school. All the stories and
photographs in this book are in chronological order from 1925 to 1965, giving you a 40-year journey
through Canada’s rich automotive heritage and brought to life by the people who owned and drove
the cars of yesteryear – and some still do! PART ONE (1925 to 1942) takes you from the middle of
the Roaring Twenties to February 1942, when the Second World War brought automobile production
to a halt for three long years. PART TWO (1946 to 1965) takes you through the Baby Boom years
when cars driven by Canadians went through many exciting changes in styling and engineering. If
you have ever owned (or still own) a car that was built between 1925 and 1965, turn to the last page
in this book to see how you can send in your story for Bill Sherk’s next book.
  1938 chevrolet business coupe: Encyclopedia of American Cars, 1930-1942 James H.
Moloney, 1977
  1938 chevrolet business coupe: Chevrolet Beverly Rae Kimes, Robert C. Ackerson, 1986
  1938 chevrolet business coupe: Top O' Hill Terrace Vickie Bryant, Camille Hess, 2012 If the
saga of Top O' Hill Casino becoming Arlington Baptist College were written as fiction, readers would
dismiss it as improbable and impossible. The story of a tearoom evolving into the gambling hot spot
of North Central Texas that was then acquired by a fiery gospel preacher, who foretold its
transformation into a Baptist seminary and ultimately an accredited Bible college, is stranger than



fiction yet absolutely true. The rich and famous enjoyed rubbing shoulders with the mysterious and
notoriously infamous, and if large amounts of money were involved, so much the better. Stir in
fabulous racehorses, flashy stage and screen stars, singers, dancers, well-known bandleaders and
bands, and the tale becomes enthralling.
  1938 chevrolet business coupe: The Antique Automobile , 1985
  1938 chevrolet business coupe: A Tribute to the Navy Hospital Corpsman Leslie Ray
Easley, 2010-04-09 Leslie is 72 years old and is a disabled American veteran. He has been diagnosed
with PTSD and decided to write about it.
  1938 chevrolet business coupe: Senate Journal Hawaii. Legislature. Senate, 1949 Includes
extra and special sessions.
  1938 chevrolet business coupe: Tales from the Philadelphia Eagles Sideline Gordon Forbes,
2017-10-03 Even in their worst of seasons, the Philadelphia Eagles maintained their tradition of
toughness, thanks to great players—legends like Chuck Bednarik and Steve Van Buren to more
recent heroes such as Reggie White and Donovan McNabb. In this newly updated edition of Tales
from the Philadelphia Eagles Sideline, veteran football writer Gordon Forbes profiles the individuals
who have thrilled Philadelphia fans since the team’s inception in 1933 through Doug Pedersen’s
contenders of today, With all the wit and skill that comes from over forty years in the sports
reporting business, Forbes details the championships, the losses, and the hard-knocking style of the
Philadelphia Eagles. The great players and some of the not-so-great characters are recalled in the
form of flashbacks to another time in Tales from the Philadelphia Eagles, Without a doubt, this book
is a must-have for anyone who has ever cheered for the Eagles.
  1938 chevrolet business coupe: Cars & Parts , 1974
  1938 chevrolet business coupe: Bill Sherk Behind the Wheel 3-Book Bundle Bill Sherk,
2016-05-28 The rubber meets the road in Bill Sherk’s well-loved series of automotive books, a
must-read for fans of classic and, er, “classic” cars. Includes 60 Years Behind the Wheel: From
rumble seats and running broads to power tops and tailfins, Bill Sherk captures the thrill of motoring
in Canada from the dawn of the twentieth century to 1960. Old Car Detective: Canada’s very own
Old Car Detective Bill Sherk presents 80 of his favourite stories from all 10 provinces, spanning the
years from 1925 to 1965. I’ll Never Forget My First Car: Bill Sherk describes in vivid detail the trials
and tribulations of those brave souls who threw caution to the wind and money down the drain: They
went out and bought their very first cars.
  1938 chevrolet business coupe: "Auto" Biography Dason Wowk, 2024-05-23 In late 2020, as
the world prepared to leave an unforgettable year behind, Dason Wowk began planning a
one-of-a-kind project to bring some positivity to his friends and family during dark times. The idea
was simple yet profound: every day for a whole year, starting on the first day of 2021, he would
write a short story on social media about a vehicle that had left a mark on him. Wowk’s “Auto”
Biography compiles his stories and captures the essence of a lifelong passion for all things
automotive, a love passed down from father to son with the gift of a tiny toy car. From a small
tractor in his grandfather’s yard to exotic dream cars at the racetrack, every vehicle tells a story.
“Auto” Biography is not just about cars; it’s about the power of memories and an enduring love for
vehicles. Buckle up, take a ride through the author’s incredible year of wheels and memories, and
ignite your passion for the road ahead.
  1938 chevrolet business coupe: Federal Register , 1945-06
  1938 chevrolet business coupe: Report United States. Congress Senate,
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