
17 panel hair follicle drug test

17 panel hair follicle drug test is a comprehensive drug screening method used to detect the presence of multiple
substances over an extended period. This type of test analyzes hair samples to identify drug metabolites,
offering a longer detection window compared to urine or saliva tests. The 17 panel test screens for a broad
range of drugs, making it highly effective for employment screening, legal cases, and rehabilitation monitoring.
Understanding how the test works, what substances it detects, and its advantages is crucial for
organizations and individuals seeking reliable drug testing methods. This article explores the details of the 17
panel hair follicle drug test, including the testing process, detection windows, and common use cases.
Additionally, it covers the types of drugs tested and factors that can affect the results.
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What Is a 17 Panel Hair Follicle Drug Test?

A 17 panel hair follicle drug test is an advanced screening tool designed to detect the presence of 17 different
drugs or drug classes through the analysis of hair samples. Unlike traditional urine or blood tests, this
method examines hair follicles, which can retain drug metabolites for an extended period, typically up to 90
days. This makes the test ideal for identifying long-term drug use rather than recent consumption. The 17 panel
designation refers to the number of drug substances or categories the test can detect, providing a broad and
detailed assessment of an individual's drug history.

Purpose and Importance

The primary purpose of the 17 panel hair follicle drug test is to provide a reliable means of drug detection for
employers, legal entities, and rehabilitation centers. This testing method is particularly valuable in situations
where a comprehensive drug history is necessary. Its ability to detect multiple substances simultaneously helps
prevent drug abuse in sensitive environments and promotes safety and compliance.

How Does the 17 Panel Hair Follicle Drug Test Work?

The 17 panel hair follicle drug test works by analyzing a small sample of hair, usually taken from the scalp,
to identify drug metabolites that have been deposited in the hair shaft. When a person consumes drugs, the
metabolites enter the bloodstream and are incorporated into the hair follicles as the hair grows. Because hair
grows approximately half an inch per month, a 1.5-inch hair sample can reveal drug use over the previous 90
days.



Sample Collection and Analysis

During the collection process, a technician cuts a small amount of hair close to the scalp. In cases where
scalp hair is unavailable, body hair may be used, although this can affect the accuracy of the detection
window. The collected hair is then sent to a laboratory where it undergoes washing to remove external
contaminants, followed by chemical analysis using methods like immunoassay screening and gas
chromatography-mass spectrometry (GC-MS) confirmation.

Detection Window

The detection window for the 17 panel hair follicle drug test is generally up to 90 days, which is significantly
longer than urine or saliva tests that typically detect drugs for only a few days to a week. This extended
window makes the test highly effective for uncovering patterns of drug use rather than isolated incidents.

Drugs Included in the 17 Panel Screening

The 17 panel hair follicle drug test screens for a wide range of drugs and metabolites. This comprehensive panel
covers common substances of abuse, enabling thorough monitoring and detection.

Amphetamines (AMP)

Methamphetamines (MET)

Cocaine (COC)

Opiates (OPI) – including morphine and codeine

Phencyclidine (PCP)

Marijuana (THC)

Barbiturates (BAR)

Benzodiazepines (BZO)

Methadone (MTD)

Propoxyphene (PPX)

Ecstasy (MDMA)

Oxycodone (OXY)

Hydrocodone (HYC)

Tramadol (TRA)

Buprenorphine (BUP)

Ketamine (KET)

Fentanyl (FEN)



Significance of Each Drug Panel

Each drug panel targets specific substances or drug classes that are commonly abused. Including a broad
spectrum ensures that the test can identify a variety of illegal and prescription drugs, making it a versatile
tool for drug monitoring.

Advantages of Hair Follicle Drug Testing

The 17 panel hair follicle drug test offers several advantages over other testing methods, contributing to its
popularity in various fields.

Long Detection Period

One of the most significant benefits is the extended detection window, which can capture drug use up to three
months prior to testing. This is valuable for identifying chronic or habitual drug use.

Difficulty of Cheating

Hair follicle tests are harder to adulterate or cheat compared to urine tests, as it is difficult to substitute
or clean hair samples effectively.

Non-Invasive and Convenient

Collecting a hair sample is relatively non-invasive, painless, and can be performed quickly without the privacy
concerns often associated with urine collection.

Comprehensive Screening

The ability to test for 17 different drugs simultaneously provides a broad overview of drug use, which is
useful for employers and medical professionals requiring detailed information.

Limitations and Factors Affecting Test Results

Despite its advantages, the 17 panel hair follicle drug test has certain limitations and factors that can
influence the accuracy and interpretation of results.

Hair Color and Type

Hair pigmentation may affect drug absorption, with darker hair sometimes showing higher levels of drug
metabolites. This factor must be considered during result analysis to avoid bias.

External Contamination

External exposure to drugs or drug smoke can sometimes lead to false positives if the hair is not properly
washed before analysis. Laboratories use stringent washing procedures to minimize this risk.



Recent Drug Use

Since hair testing reflects drug use over weeks to months, very recent drug consumption might not be detected
immediately, as the hair containing metabolites must grow out from the follicle.

Cost and Turnaround Time

Hair follicle drug tests tend to be more expensive and may require longer processing times compared to urine or
saliva tests, which can be a consideration for some organizations.

Preparation and Procedure for the Test

Understanding the preparation and procedure involved in a 17 panel hair follicle drug test helps ensure
accurate and efficient testing.

Sample Collection Process

A trained collector typically cuts a small sample of hair close to the scalp, usually from the crown area.
The sample size is approximately 100-120 strands or about 1.5 inches in length. This length corresponds to
roughly 90 days of hair growth.

Precautions Before Testing

Individuals are advised to avoid hair treatments such as bleaching or dyeing before the test, as these can
degrade drug metabolites and potentially affect test results. However, normal washing and grooming do not
usually interfere with detection.

Laboratory Analysis

After collection, the hair sample is sent to a certified laboratory where it undergoes washing, extraction, and
analysis. Initial immunoassay screening detects the presence of drugs, and any positive results are confirmed
using more precise methods like GC-MS or liquid chromatography-tandem mass spectrometry (LC-MS/MS).

Applications of the 17 Panel Hair Follicle Drug Test

The 17 panel hair follicle drug test is utilized in a variety of settings where comprehensive drug monitoring is
essential.

Employment Screening

Many employers use this test during pre-employment screening or random drug testing programs to ensure a
drug-free workplace and enhance safety.

Legal and Forensic Uses

Courts and probation officers may require hair follicle testing to monitor compliance with drug abstinence



during probation or custody cases.

Rehabilitation and Treatment Monitoring

Substance abuse treatment centers use the 17 panel test to track patient progress and detect relapse over
extended periods.

Sports and Athletic Testing

Some sports organizations employ hair follicle testing to detect banned substances, benefiting from the long
detection window for performance-enhancing drugs.

Provides a broad drug detection spectrum1.

Offers a longer detection window than urine or saliva tests2.

Reduces chance of sample tampering3.

Non-invasive and straightforward collection4.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a 17 panel hair follicle drug test?

A 17 panel hair follicle drug test is a type of drug screening that analyzes a small sample of hair to detect
the presence of 17 different substances or their metabolites over a period of up to 90 days.

Which drugs are typically included in a 17 panel hair follicle drug test?

A 17 panel hair follicle drug test generally includes drugs like marijuana, cocaine, opiates, amphetamines,
methamphetamines, PCP, benzodiazepines, barbiturates, MDMA, oxycodone, fentanyl, and others depending on the
specific test panel.

How long after drug use can a 17 panel hair follicle test detect
substances?

Hair follicle drug tests can detect drug use approximately 7 to 90 days prior to the test, since drugs are
deposited in the hair shaft as it grows.

How is a 17 panel hair follicle drug test conducted?

A small sample of hair, usually about 1.5 inches long and the width of a pencil, is cut close to the scalp and
sent to a lab for analysis to detect the presence of drugs.

Can a 17 panel hair follicle drug test detect synthetic or prescription



drugs?

Yes, many 17 panel hair follicle tests can detect both synthetic and prescription drugs depending on the
substances included in the panel, such as benzodiazepines, oxycodone, or fentanyl.

How accurate is a 17 panel hair follicle drug test?

Hair follicle drug tests are generally very accurate and reliable, with a low chance of false positives, as hair
samples are less susceptible to adulteration compared to urine or saliva tests.

Can hair treatments affect the results of a 17 panel hair follicle drug
test?

Certain hair treatments like bleaching, dyeing, or perming may reduce the concentration of drugs in hair but
usually do not completely eliminate drug traces from the hair follicle test.

Is a 17 panel hair follicle drug test more expensive than other drug tests?

Yes, 17 panel hair follicle drug tests are typically more expensive than urine or saliva tests due to the
complexity of the testing process and the number of substances screened.

How long does it take to get results from a 17 panel hair follicle drug
test?

Results from a 17 panel hair follicle drug test usually take between 3 to 5 business days after the lab
receives the hair sample.

Can a 17 panel hair follicle drug test be used for employment screening?

Yes, many employers use 17 panel hair follicle drug tests for pre-employment screening or ongoing employee
drug monitoring because of their ability to detect long-term drug use.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding the 17 Panel Hair Follicle Drug Test: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers an in-depth look at the 17 panel hair follicle drug test, explaining how it works, what
substances it detects, and its applications in various fields. It covers the science behind hair follicle testing
and provides insights into preparation, interpretation of results, and legal considerations. Ideal for medical
professionals and individuals undergoing testing.

2. Hair Follicle Drug Testing: Techniques and Technologies
Focusing on the methodologies used in hair follicle drug testing, this book details the technological advances
that have made 17 panel tests more accurate and reliable. It discusses sample collection, laboratory
analysis, and the challenges faced during testing. The book is useful for laboratory technicians and forensic
scientists.

3. Drug Detection in Hair: The 17 Panel Test Explained
This text explains the science of drug incorporation into hair and how the 17 panel test identifies multiple
substances simultaneously. It highlights the benefits and limitations of hair testing compared to urine or blood
tests and explores real-world case studies. Readers gain a thorough understanding of the test’s significance in
drug monitoring.

4. Practical Applications of 17 Panel Hair Follicle Testing in Workplace Drug Screening
Designed for employers and occupational health professionals, this book discusses implementing hair follicle



testing within workplace drug screening programs. It covers legal compliance, employee rights, and interpreting
test results to maintain a safe work environment. The book also offers best practices for communicating test
outcomes.

5. Interpreting Results from 17 Panel Hair Follicle Drug Tests
This guide focuses on how to read and analyze results from the 17 panel hair follicle drug test. It explains
cutoff levels, potential false positives and negatives, and factors affecting accuracy such as hair color and
cosmetic treatments. Health practitioners and counselors will find this resource valuable for making informed
decisions.

6. Hair Follicle Drug Testing for Addiction Recovery Monitoring
This book explores the role of the 17 panel hair follicle drug test in tracking substance use during addiction
recovery. It discusses how regular testing can support treatment adherence and provide objective evidence of
abstinence or relapse. The text also addresses ethical concerns and patient privacy.

7. Legal Perspectives on 17 Panel Hair Follicle Drug Testing
Covering the legal framework surrounding hair follicle drug tests, this book examines privacy laws, consent
requirements, and the admissibility of test results in court. It is a critical resource for lawyers, policymakers,
and organizations involved in drug testing programs. Case law examples provide practical insights.

8. Advances in Hair Follicle Testing: From 5 to 17 Panels
Tracing the evolution from basic drug panels to the comprehensive 17 panel test, this book highlights
technological and scientific breakthroughs. It discusses how expanded panels improve detection capabilities and
the implications for forensic and clinical toxicology. Readers will appreciate the historical context and
future trends.

9. Preparing for a 17 Panel Hair Follicle Drug Test: What You Need to Know
Aimed at individuals facing hair follicle drug testing, this book offers practical advice on preparation, what
substances are detectable, and how long drugs remain in hair. It debunks common myths and provides tips for
maintaining hair health to ensure accurate results. This guide helps reduce anxiety and improve test compliance.
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each condition and shows the results of the latest diagnostic tools, including dermoscopy.
  17 panel hair follicle drug test: Hurwitz Clinical Pediatric Dermatology E-Book Amy S. Paller,
Anthony J. Mancini, 2011-05-23 Hurwitz Clinical Pediatric Dermatology, by Amy S. Paller, MD and
Anthony J. Mancini, MD, gives you easy access to the practical, definitive guidance you need to
expertly identify and manage all types of skin disorders seen in children. Continuing the legacy of
Dr. Sidney Hurwitz’s beloved reference, it covers all pediatric dermatoses in a thorough, yet efficient
and accessible way, enabling you to get the answers you need quickly and provide your patients with
the most effective care. This edition brings you up to date on the latest classification schemes, the
molecular basis for genetic skin disorders, atopic dermatitis, hemangiomas, viral disorders, bites and
infestations, hypersensitivity disorders, collagen vascular disorders, bacterial and fungal infections,
psoriasis, contact dermatitis, and much more. A thousand full-color photographs help you to
recognize the characteristic manifestations of every type of skin disease. Hurwitz remains the
indispensable pediatric dermatology resource you need for optimal practice. Efficiently locate the
answers you need with a remarkably concise, practical, clinically focused reference that minimizes
redundancy and offers an ideal ratio of text to figures and tables. Overcome challenges in pediatric
dermatology with confidence with a wealth of clinical pearls from Amy S. Paller, MD and Anthony J.
Mancini, MD - esteemed leaders in the field who possess significant experience in both research and
clinical practice. Stay on the cutting edge of the latest diagnostic, therapeutic, and research
advances with updated and expanded coverage of the most recent classification schemes, the
molecular basis for genetic skin disorders, atopic dermatitis, hemangiomas, viral disorders, bites and
infestations, hypersensitivity disorders, collagen vascular disorders, bacterial and fungal infections,
psoriasis, contact dermatitis, and much more. Recognize a wide range of pediatric diseases thanks to
a completely revised image library with over 370 new clinical images – more than 1,000 in all.
  17 panel hair follicle drug test: Skin Cancer Management Deborah F. MacFarlane,
2021-04-26 The incidence of skin cancer continues to rise, as do the challenges physicians face in
treating the growing population of skin cancer patients. Skin Cancer Management: A Practical
Approach, 2nd edition addresses the spectrum of skin cancers from the precancerous to the
inoperable. In this revised and updated edition, a wide selection of medical treatments and surgical
procedures are described in detail and supplemented with an abundance of full-color figures.
Numerous case studies help to illustrate the various techniques.
  17 panel hair follicle drug test: Construction Safety Management and Engineering Darryl C.
Hill, 2004
  17 panel hair follicle drug test: Hayes' Principles and Methods of Toxicology A. Wallace
Hayes, Tetyana Kobets, 2023-07-03 Hayes’ Principles and Methods of Toxicology has long been
established as a reliable and informative reference for the concepts, methodologies, and
assessments integral to toxicology. The new edition contains updated and new chapters with the
addition of new authors while maintaining the same high standards that have made this book a
benchmark resource in the field. Key Features: The comprehensive yet concise coverage of various
aspects of fundamental and applied toxicology makes this book a valuable resource for educators,
students, and professionals. Questions provided at the end of each chapter allow readers to test
their knowledge and understanding of the material covered. All chapters have been updated and
over 60 new authors have been added to reflect the dynamic nature of toxicological sciences New
topics in this edition include Safety Assessment of Cosmetics and Personal Care Products, The
Importance of the Dose/Rate Response, Novel Approaches and Alternative Models, Epigenetic
Toxicology, and an Expanded Glossary. The volume is divided into 4 major sections, addressing
fundamental principles of toxicology (Section I. Principles of Toxicology), major classes of
established chemical hazards (Section II. Agents), current methods used for the assessment of
various endpoints indicative of chemical toxicity (Section III. Methods), as well as toxicology of
specific target systems and organs (Section IV. Organ- and System-Specific Toxicology). This volume
will be a valuable tool for the audience that wishes to broaden their understanding of hazards and
mechanisms of toxicity and to stay on top of the emerging methods and concepts of the rapidly



advancing field of toxicology and risk assessment.
  17 panel hair follicle drug test: Principles and Practice of Ophthalmology E-Book Daniel M.
Albert, Joan W. Miller, Dimitri T. Azar, Barbara A. Blodi, 2008-02-27 Inside the 3rd edition of this
esteemed masterwork, hundreds of the most distinguished authorities from around the world
provide today's best answers to every question that arises in your practice. They deliver in-depth
guidance on new diagnostic approaches, operative technique, and treatment option, as well as
cogent explanations of every new scientific concept and its clinical importance. With its new
streamlined, more user-friendly, full-color format, this 3rd edition makes reference much faster,
easier, and more versatile. More than ever, it's the source you need to efficiently and confidently
overcome any clinical challenge you may face. Comprehensive, authoritative, and richly illustrated
coverage of every scientific and clinical principle in ophthalmology ensures that you will always be
able to find the guidance you need to diagnose and manage your patients' ocular problems and meet
today's standards of care. Updates include completely new sections on Refractive Surgery and
Ethics and Professionalism... an updated and expanded Geneitcs section... an updated Retina section
featuring OCT imaging and new drug therapies for macular degeneration... and many other
important new developments that affect your patient care. A streamlined format and a new, more
user-friendly full-color design - with many at-a-glance summary tables, algorithms, boxes, diagrams,
and thousands of phenomenal color illustrations - allows you to locate the assistance you need more
rapidly than ever.
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  17 panel hair follicle drug test: Phlebotomy - E-Book Robin S. Warekois, Richard Robinson,
2013-12-27 With a storyboard format and full-color illustrations, Phlebotomy: Worktext and
Procedures Manual describes all aspects of phlebotomy, with complete coverage of equipment,
safety procedures, arterial blood gases, point-of-care testing, and practical phlebotomy skills.
Procedures are outlined in a detailed storyboard format, pairing steps with full-color photos to help
you understand the equipment and techniques such as venipuncture, dermal puncture, arterial blood
collection, and special procedures. Written by Robin Warekois and Richard Robinson, this book also
includes workbook sections for review, study questions, competency checklists, and a mock
certification exam providing effective preparation for the phlebotomy certification exam. A
storyboard format outlines common procedures, with steps accompanied by full-color photos. The
Human Anatomy and Physiology section offers in-depth information on body systems. A perforated
bookmark on the back cover serves as a tube guide or quick reminder of which stopper tops to use
for various diagnostic tests. Learning objectives begin each chapter and indicate what you should
achieve. Key Terms are listed at the beginning of each chapter and are bolded in the text. Lists of
abbreviations at the beginning of each chapter provide a quick reference and explanation for
unfamiliar abbreviations. Clinical Tips provide important hints and information. Special icons
identify OSHA standards that must be followed when performing procedures. Flashbacks and
Flashforwards refer to other information that can help you work safely and efficiently. Competency
Checklists contain the most critical and important steps in procedures. Review questions in each
chapter help you learn and remember material. A mock certification exam helps in reviewing for the
phlebotomy certification exam with 200 multiple-choice questions. A glossary provides definitions of
important terms identified in the Key Terms lists at the beginning of each chapter. What would you
do? clinical scenarios let you apply your knowledge to real-life challenges in the workplace. Updated
venipuncture procedure keeps you current with CLSI standards. Higher-level questions are added to
the mock certification exam, asking you to think critically about the information in each chapter. An
additional mock certification exam for extra practice is added to the Evolve companion website --
which also includes videos of procedures, interactive exercises, and an audio glossary.
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Mary Dirks, Martha Driessnack, Karen G. Duderstadt, Nan M. Gaylord, 2023-11-27 **Selected for
Doody's Core Titles® 2024 in Pediatrics**Build a comprehensive foundation in children's primary
care. Burns' Pediatric Primary Care, 8th Edition, covers the full spectrum of health conditions seen
in primary care pediatrics, emphasizing both prevention and management. This in-depth,
evidence-based textbook is the only one on the market written from the unique perspective of the
Nurse Practitioner. It guides you through assessing, managing, and preventing health problems in
children from infancy through adolescence. Key topics include developmental theory, issues of daily
living, the health status of children today, and diversity and cultural considerations. Updated content
throughout reflects the latest research evidence, national and international protocols, and
standardized guidelines. Additionally, this edition includes three new chapters on topics such as
palliative care; inclusivity, equity, diversity, and justice; and child maltreatment. - Comprehensive
content provides a complete foundation in the primary care of children from the unique perspective
of the Nurse Practitioner and covers the full spectrum of health conditions seen in the primary care
of children, emphasizing both prevention and management. - In-depth guidance covers assessing and
managing pediatric health problems in patients from infancy through adolescence. - Highlights
indicate situations that require urgent action, consultation, or referral for additional treatment
outside the primary care setting. - Coverage of activities related to every child's daily living, such as
nutrition and toilet training, explores issues that could lead to health problems unless appropriate
education and guidance are given. - Algorithms throughout the book provide a concise overview of
the evaluation and management of common disorders. - Resources for providers and families are
included throughout the text for further information. - Expert editor team is well-versed in the scope
of practice and knowledge base of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners (PNPs) and Family Nurse
Practitioners (FNPs).
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medicine, adolescent gynecology, and behavioral issues. This 18th edition includes access to a Web
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