
1917 movie questions and answers
1917 movie questions and answers provide an insightful exploration into Sam
Mendes’ critically acclaimed World War I film, 1917. This article delves into
the narrative, characters, production techniques, and historical context of
the movie. By addressing frequently asked inquiries, it aims to clarify plot
points, directorial choices, and the film’s unique continuous-shot style.
Viewers looking to deepen their understanding of the movie’s themes and
cinematic achievements will find this comprehensive guide valuable. The
analysis also covers the film’s reception and key symbolic elements. Below is
a detailed table of contents outlining the main topics covered in the
article.
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Plot and Storyline Questions

The plot of 1917 is centered around two British soldiers tasked with
delivering a critical message that could save thousands of lives. This
section addresses common questions related to the storyline, including the
mission's urgency, key events, and narrative structure.

What is the main mission in the movie 1917?

The primary mission in 1917 involves two young British soldiers, Lance
Corporals Schofield and Blake, who must cross enemy lines to deliver a
message. This message warns of a German ambush intended to trap and
annihilate a battalion of 1,600 men, including Blake’s brother. The urgency
of their mission drives the film’s tension and pace.



How is the story told throughout the movie?

The story is uniquely told as a continuous real-time journey, creating the
illusion of a single, uninterrupted shot. The narrative unfolds as the
soldiers face various obstacles and dangers, emphasizing the immediacy and
peril of their task. This approach immerses viewers in the intense and
suspenseful atmosphere of the battlefield.

What are the key challenges faced by the protagonists?

Throughout their mission, Schofield and Blake encounter numerous challenges,
including navigating hostile terrain, avoiding enemy soldiers, and coping
with physical exhaustion. The film highlights the psychological and physical
toll of war while portraying moments of camaraderie and bravery.

Characters and Cast Insights

Understanding the characters and the actors who portray them enriches the
viewing experience of 1917. This section answers questions about the film’s
protagonists, supporting roles, and casting choices.

Who are the main characters in 1917?

The two main characters are Lance Corporal William Schofield and Lance
Corporal Tom Blake. Schofield, portrayed by George MacKay, is the more
experienced soldier, tasked with leading the mission. Blake, played by Dean-
Charles Chapman, is younger and motivated by personal stakes, as his brother
is in the endangered battalion.

Which actors play supporting roles in the film?

Supporting characters include Colonel Mackenzie, portrayed by Benedict
Cumberbatch, who provides the mission briefing. Other notable roles include
Captain Smith, played by Richard Madden, and General Erinmore, portrayed by
Colin Firth. These characters help to contextualize the mission and the
larger war effort.

Are the characters based on real people?

While the characters themselves are fictional, their experiences are inspired



by real events and stories from World War I. Sam Mendes drew inspiration from
accounts told by his grandfather, who served in the war, to create authentic
and relatable characters.

Filmmaking Techniques and Cinematography

1917 is renowned for its innovative filmmaking techniques, especially its
presentation as a continuous single shot. This section addresses questions
about the production methods and the film’s visual style.

How was the continuous shot effect achieved?

The film was shot to appear as one continuous take, though it actually
consists of several long takes cleverly stitched together using digital
effects. The cinematographer Roger Deakins employed Steadicam and custom rigs
to follow the actors through intricate sets and outdoor locations seamlessly.

What camera equipment was used in 1917?

The production utilized ARRI ALEXA Mini LF cameras paired with large-format
lenses. This setup allowed for high-resolution images with a shallow depth of
field, contributing to the immersive and realistic visual experience.

Why did the director choose this filming style?

The continuous shot technique was chosen to immerse the audience in the
immediacy of the soldiers’ journey, creating a visceral and intense
atmosphere. It also emphasizes the unbroken passage of time and heightens the
suspense, making viewers feel as if they are alongside the protagonists.

Historical Accuracy and Context

As a war film, 1917 raises questions about its fidelity to historical facts
and the depiction of World War I. This section explores the accuracy of the
events, settings, and military details represented in the movie.



Is 1917 based on a true story?

While the film is a work of fiction, it is inspired by true stories and
events from World War I. The mission itself is fictional, but the film
strives to realistically portray the atmosphere, challenges, and hardships of
the war.

How accurate is the depiction of trench warfare?

The movie’s depiction of trench warfare and battlefield conditions is highly
detailed and authentic, showcasing the mud, destruction, and claustrophobic
environment soldiers endured. The filmmakers consulted historians and
veterans to ensure accuracy in uniforms, weapons, and military procedures.

What historical events are referenced in the movie?

1917 is set during the Spring Offensive of 1917, a major German attack on the
Western Front. The film references the strategic retreats and the
communication challenges faced by Allied forces during this period, providing
a historically grounded backdrop.

Thematic Elements and Symbolism

1917 contains rich thematic content and symbolic imagery that deepen its
narrative impact. This section answers questions about the film’s underlying
messages and artistic choices.

What are the central themes of 1917?

The film explores themes of sacrifice, duty, and the futility of war. It
highlights the resilience of the human spirit amidst chaos and the importance
of perseverance. The narrative also reflects on brotherhood and the personal
costs of conflict.

How is the motif of time used in the movie?

Time plays a critical role in 1917, emphasized by the real-time storytelling
and the race against the clock to deliver the message. The passage of time is



depicted as relentless and unforgiving, underscoring the urgency and stakes
of the mission.

What symbolic elements appear throughout the film?

Several symbolic elements recur, such as the use of light and darkness to
represent hope and despair. The journey itself symbolizes a passage through
chaos toward salvation. Additionally, the desolate landscapes and ruined
buildings serve as metaphors for the devastation of war.

Reception and Awards

The critical and commercial response to 1917 has been overwhelmingly
positive, with numerous awards recognizing its achievements. This section
covers questions about the movie’s reception and accolades.

How was 1917 received by critics and audiences?

The film received widespread critical acclaim for its technical innovation,
storytelling, and emotional impact. Audiences praised its immersive
experience and compelling performances. It was also a box office success
globally.

Which major awards did 1917 win?

1917 won several prestigious awards, including:

Academy Awards for Best Cinematography and Best Visual Effects

Golden Globe Award for Best Motion Picture – Drama

BAFTA Awards for Outstanding British Film and Best Cinematography

What impact did 1917 have on war films?

1917 set a new standard for war films, demonstrating how innovative
cinematography and storytelling techniques can create a powerful and



immersive experience. Its success has influenced filmmakers to explore more
creative approaches to depicting historical events.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of the movie 1917?
The movie 1917 follows two British soldiers, Schofield and Blake, who are
given a mission to deliver a message that will stop a doomed offensive attack
during World War I.

Who directed the movie 1917?
1917 was directed by Sam Mendes.

What is unique about the filming style of 1917?
1917 is notable for its continuous-shot filming style, designed to appear as
one single, unbroken take throughout the entire movie.

Are the characters in 1917 based on real people?
While the characters are fictional, the story was inspired by a real mission
told to director Sam Mendes by his grandfather, who served in World War I.

What challenges do the soldiers face in the movie
1917?
The soldiers face numerous challenges including navigating dangerous terrain,
avoiding enemy soldiers, and racing against time to deliver their message.

Did 1917 win any major awards?
Yes, 1917 won several major awards including three Academy Awards for Best
Cinematography, Best Visual Effects, and Best Sound Mixing.

What themes are explored in the movie 1917?
The movie explores themes of courage, sacrifice, the horrors of war, and the
importance of duty and brotherhood.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding 1917: A Comprehensive Guide to the Film
This book offers an in-depth exploration of the 1917 movie, providing



detailed answers to common questions about its plot, characters, and
production. It delves into the historical context of World War I as depicted
in the film and explains the director's unique continuous-shot technique.
Readers will find insightful analyses of key scenes and the film’s cinematic
achievements.

2. The Making of 1917: Behind the Scenes
Explore the fascinating behind-the-scenes process of creating the 1917 movie.
This book includes interviews with the cast and crew, detailed explanations
of the filming techniques, and answers to frequently asked questions about
the challenges faced during production. It is an essential read for fans
interested in the technical and creative efforts behind the film.

3. 1917 Movie FAQs: Everything You Need to Know
A handy reference for anyone curious about the 1917 movie, this book compiles
frequently asked questions and provides clear, concise answers. Topics
include plot clarifications, character motivations, historical accuracy, and
the director’s vision. It’s perfect for casual viewers and film students
alike.

4. Historical Accuracy in 1917: Fact vs. Fiction
This book examines the real events of World War I alongside their portrayal
in the 1917 movie. It addresses common questions about what the film got
right and where it took creative liberties. Readers interested in history and
cinema will appreciate the detailed comparisons and expert commentary.

5. The Art of Cinematography in 1917
Focusing on the visual style of the 1917 movie, this book answers questions
about the film’s innovative continuous-shot effect and lighting techniques.
It explores how cinematographer Roger Deakins created an immersive experience
that brings the audience into the trenches. The book includes technical
breakdowns and storyboards for key scenes.

6. Character Analysis and Themes in 1917
Dive deep into the characters of the 1917 movie and the themes they
represent. This book answers questions about character development,
symbolism, and the emotional impact of the story. It also discusses themes
such as heroism, sacrifice, and the horrors of war.

7. Director Sam Mendes and the Vision Behind 1917
Learn about Sam Mendes’ inspiration and creative process in making the 1917
film. This book provides answers to questions about his directing style,
storytelling choices, and how he achieved the film’s distinctive continuous-
shot appearance. It also includes insights from interviews and production
notes.

8. 1917 Sound Design and Score: Enhancing the War Experience
This book explores the role of sound and music in the 1917 movie, answering
questions about the score’s composition and the use of sound effects to
enhance realism. It details composer Thomas Newman’s approach and how audio
elements contribute to the film’s tension and atmosphere.



9. 1917: Viewer’s Companion and Discussion Guide
Designed for book clubs and classroom discussions, this guide provides a
series of questions and answers to facilitate deeper understanding of the
1917 movie. It encourages critical thinking about the film’s narrative,
historical context, and filmmaking techniques. The companion includes
background information, discussion prompts, and suggested further reading.
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De Marco, 2025-07-23 Are you a movie buff who loves to learn about the history of film? Do you
want to know more about the great directors, actors, and actresses who have shaped American
cinema? Then Questions for the American Movie Answer Man is the perfect book for you! Inside,
you'll find in-depth profiles of the most influential figures in American film history, from Charlie
Chaplin to Steven Spielberg. You'll also learn about the making of some of the most iconic films ever
made, from Citizen Kane to The Godfather. But Questions for the American Movie Answer Man is
more than just a history book. It's also a celebration of the art of cinema. We'll explore the different
genres of film, from comedies to dramas to action movies. We'll also take a look at the different
technologies that have shaped the way movies are made, from the early days of film to the digital
age. Whether you're a casual movie fan or a serious cinephile, Questions for the American Movie
Answer Man is the perfect book for you. So sit back, relax, and enjoy the show! In this book, we'll
cover everything you need to know about American cinema, including: * The silent era * The golden
age of Hollywood * The new Hollywood * The blockbuster era * The rise of the superheroes * The
independent film movement * The age of streaming * The future of cinema We'll also explore the
different genres of film, from comedies to dramas to action movies. And we'll take a look at the
different technologies that have shaped the way movies are made, from the early days of film to the
digital age. So whether you're a casual movie fan or a serious cinephile, Questions for the American
Movie Answer Man is the perfect book for you. So sit back, relax, and enjoy the show! If you like this
book, write a review!
  1917 movie questions and answers: Texas Gothic James Pylant, 2014-10-01 It began in the
1800s. In the Texas town of Mineral Wells, people drinking the strange-tasting water claimed to be
cured of insanity, rheumatism, and terminal illness. Discovery of the phenomenon beguiled
thousands of tourists, curiosity seekers, and the afflicted who desperately sought cures. Yet, the
town that promoted its “crazy water” attracted eccentric citizens, including wealthy Will and Anna
Johnson, who, unable to cope with the deaths of their children, spared no expense in preserving the
bodies for entombment in a mausoleum; paperclip inventor David Galbraith, the builder of a house in
the shape of a honeycomb; and influential mortician Bob Beetham, who gained power by keeping the
town’s secrets. In Texas Gothic, author James Pylant also uncovers the mysterious life of beautiful
and ambitious Mineral Wells resident Corinne Griffith. After becoming a famous star of the silent
screen and one of America’s richest women, she made a shocking courtroom claim that she was not
the “real” Corinne Griffith. Under the looming 14-story Baker Hotel, Mineral Wells thrived with
visits from movie stars; yet, the “crazy water” beckoned exploiters and predators. Texas Gothic
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reveals true tales of the town’s forgotten past: murder, white slavery, prostitution, and mysterious
deaths.
  1917 movie questions and answers: 1000 Questions About Canada John Robert Colombo,
2001-06-01 What are snow worms? Are there more moose than people in the Yukon? What is the
meaning of the word Niagara? Where will you find the world's largest perogy? Does Elvis have a
street in Ottawa named after him? What was Pierre Elliott Trudeau's favourite snack food? Which
province was the last to shift traffic from the left-hand side of the road to the right? These are some
of the questions that are asked - and answered - in 1000 Questions About Canada. Every reader with
an ounce (or a gram) of curiosity will find these intriguing questions and thoughtful answers
fascinating to read and ponder. This book is for people who love curious lore and who want to know
more about the country in which they live.
  1917 movie questions and answers: Wid's Year Book , 1921
  1917 movie questions and answers: Monthly Bulletin St. Louis Public Library, 1920
  1917 movie questions and answers: Catalogue of Title-entries of Books and Other
Articles Entered in the Office of the Librarian of Congress, at Washington, Under the
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in the Office Library of Congress. Copyright Office, 1918
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1920
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  1917 movie questions and answers: Film by Design Gary D. Rhodes, Robert Singer,
2024-09-16 Contributions by Vlad Dima, Laura Hatry, Alicia Kozma, Lynette Kuliyeva, Madhuja
Mukherjee, Frank Percaccio, Gary D. Rhodes, Courtney Ruffner Grieneisen, Marlisa Santos, Michael
L. Shuman, and Robert Singer Movie posters, regardless of their country of origin, have become
indelibly linked with the films they represent, often assuming a status as visual encapsulations of
films within collective memory. Long after their initial role in promotion is complete, these posters
endure as iconic images, etched into film history and cultural consciousness. One can hardly hear
mention of Steven Spielberg’s landmark production Jaws, for example, without immediately
picturing the evocative poster art of Roger Kastel. Film by Design: The Art of the Movie Poster is a
groundbreaking and comprehensive exploration of the international and Hollywood movie poster as
a dynamic artistic and cultural formation. Drawing inspiration from such prominent genres as
horror, science fiction, and noir, the twelve essays in this collection provide insightful analyses of the
movie poster as a vital component of the cinematic landscape from the silent era to the
contemporary period. Crucially, this anthology rejects the notion of movie posters as mere historical
artifacts or advertising tools and instead examines them as integral parts of a broader aesthetic
framework interwoven into their respective film narratives. Each chapter, whether focusing on
controversies, close-ups, or Cuba, is accessible to scholars, students, and fans alike. Through its
intervention in film studies, Film by Design reveals the movie poster to be an ever-evolving medium,
firmly grounded in both theory and practice, while serving as an essential and enduring element
within the realm of film art.
  1917 movie questions and answers: Miracle Worker and the Transcendentalist David
Wagner, 2015-11-17 Helen Keller and her teacher, Annie Sullivan, remain two of the best-known
American women. But few people know how Sullivan came to her role as teacher of the deaf and
blind Keller. Contrasting their lives with Franklin Benjamin Sanborn, the era's prominent
abolitionist, this book sheds light on the gender and disability expectations that affected the public
perception of Sullivan and Keller. This book provides a fascinating insight into class, ethnicity,
gender, and disability issues in the Gilded Age and Progressive-Era America.
  1917 movie questions and answers: The Educator-journal , 1919
  1917 movie questions and answers: Mass Communication Ralph E. Hanson, 2020-10-31



The best-selling Mass Communication: Living in a Media World presents a highly accessible
introduction to mass communication that equips students with the critical thinking skills to become
savvy media consumers. To help students better retain the material, author Ralph E. Hanson uses a
storytelling approach that weaves in examples drawn from everyday life. Readers are encouraged to
consider the media industry from the inside out and, in doing so, discover the many dimensions of
mass communication that operate in our society. The thoroughly revised Eighth Edition highlights
how social and digital media, video games, and the COVID-19 pandemic are changing the face of
media. This title is accompanied by a complete teaching and learning package.
  1917 movie questions and answers: A Dictionary of Cinema Quotations from
Filmmakers and Critics Stephen M. Ringler, 2001-01-01 The cinema isn't a slice of life, it's a slice
of cake--Alfred Hitchcock. If you make a popular movie, you start to think where have I
failed?--Woody Allen. A film is the world in an hour and a half--Jean-Luc Godard. I think you have to
be slightly psychopathic to make movies--David Cronenberg. This compendium contains more than
3,400 quotations from filmmakers and critics discussing their craft. About 1,850 film people are
included--Bunuel, Capra, Chaplin, Disney, Fellini, Fitzgerald, Griffith, Kael, Kurasawa, Pathe, Sarris,
Schwarzenegger, Spielberg, Waters and Welles among them. The quotations are arranged under 31
topics such as acting, animation, audience, budget, casting, critics, costume design, directing,
locations, reviews, screenwriting, special effects and stardom. Indexing by filmmakers (or critics), by
film titles and by narrow subjects provides a rich array of points of access.
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  1917 movie questions and answers: Movie Crazy S. Barbas, 2016-04-30 While the impact
that legendary actors and actresses have had on the development of the Hollywood film industry is
well known, few have recognised the power of movie fans on shaping the industry. This books
redresses that balance, and is the first study of Hollywood's golden era to examine the period from
the viewpoint of the fans. Using fan club journals, fan letters, studio production records, and other
previously unpublished archival sources, Samantha Barbas reveals how the passion, enthusiasm, and
ongoing activism of film fans in Hollywood's golden era transformed early cinema, the modern mass
media and American popular culture.
  1917 movie questions and answers: Photoplay , 1923
  1917 movie questions and answers: U.S. Presidents: Eisenhower and Kennedy Bonnie J.
Krueger, 2009-09-01 This imaginative cross-curricular resource is the perfect way to reinforce basic
grammar skills as well as introduce the study of United States presidents to your class. A short
biography is included for each featured president: Dwight D. Eisenhower. They contain secret,
embedded information. Students must study the biography and crack the code to answer a set of
worksheet questions. It is within these hidden codes that students will practice compound words and
proofreading. Level: Difficult
  1917 movie questions and answers: War Against the Weak Edwin Black, 2012-04-30 War
Against the Weak is the gripping chronicle documenting how American corporate philanthropies
launched a national campaign of ethnic cleansing in the United States, helped found and fund the
Nazi eugenics of Hitler and Mengele -- and then created the modern movement of human genetics.
Some 60,000 Americans were sterilized under laws in 27 states. This expanded edition includes two
new essays on state genocide.
  1917 movie questions and answers: The Horseless Age , 1917
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