
17th special tactics squadron

17th special tactics squadron is an elite and highly specialized unit within
the United States Air Force, renowned for its critical role in special
operations missions. This squadron is a key component of the Air Force
Special Operations Command (AFSOC) and is tasked with a wide array of
responsibilities, including combat control, reconnaissance, and direct action
operations. The 17th Special Tactics Squadron operates with precision and
versatility, often working alongside other special forces units to achieve
strategic objectives in hostile and complex environments. Its members undergo
rigorous training to master skills ranging from parachuting and scuba diving
to advanced communications and battlefield medical care. This article delves
into the history, mission, training, and operational capabilities of the 17th
Special Tactics Squadron, providing a comprehensive overview of one of the
most formidable units in the U.S. military. The following sections will
explore the squadron’s origins, organizational structure, operational roles,
and notable deployments.
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History and Formation

The 17th Special Tactics Squadron traces its origins back to the
establishment of specialized Air Force units dedicated to unconventional
warfare and special operations. Originally formed to support joint special
operations missions, the squadron evolved over time to meet the increasing
demands of global conflict and counterterrorism efforts. Its lineage is
rooted in the tradition of Air Force Combat Control Teams (CCTs), which have
been instrumental in coordinating air-to-ground operations since the Vietnam
War era. The formal activation of the 17th Special Tactics Squadron marked a
significant step in consolidating various special tactics capabilities under
a unified command. This history reflects a continuous adaptation to new
warfare challenges and the integration of advanced tactics and technologies.

Evolution of Air Force Special Tactics

The concept of Air Force Special Tactics emerged during the mid-20th century,
focusing on battlefield air control and reconnaissance. Over the decades,
these units expanded their capabilities to include direct action, hostage
rescue, and combat search and rescue (CSAR). The 17th Special Tactics
Squadron represents the culmination of this evolution, incorporating diverse
skill sets into a single, multi-disciplinary force capable of executing a



broad spectrum of missions.

Key Milestones in Squadron History

Several pivotal moments have defined the 17th Special Tactics Squadron’s
development, including its formal activation, participation in major
conflicts such as the Global War on Terror, and the integration of cutting-
edge technology into its operational framework. These milestones have shaped
the squadron into a premier special operations unit.

Mission and Roles

The primary mission of the 17th Special Tactics Squadron is to provide highly
trained, versatile special operations forces capable of conducting air-to-
ground operations in support of U.S. and allied forces worldwide. This
mission encompasses a wide range of roles, from combat control and
battlefield command and control to reconnaissance and direct action. The
squadron’s unique capabilities enable it to operate in austere environments
where conventional forces may be limited.

Combat Control and Airfield Operations

One of the core functions of the squadron involves combat control, which
includes establishing and controlling landing zones, coordinating close air
support, and managing air traffic in hostile or undeveloped areas. These
specialists ensure that air assets can be deployed effectively to support
ground operations.

Reconnaissance and Surveillance

The 17th Special Tactics Squadron conducts reconnaissance missions to gather
critical intelligence on enemy positions, terrain, and potential threats.
This information supports mission planning and execution for broader special
operations campaigns.

Direct Action and Hostage Rescue

The squadron is also trained to engage in direct action missions, including
raids, ambushes, and hostage rescue operations. These high-risk tasks require
exceptional skill, coordination, and precision to successfully neutralize
enemy threats.

Training and Selection

Selection and training for the 17th Special Tactics Squadron are among the
most rigorous in the U.S. military. Candidates must demonstrate exceptional
physical fitness, mental resilience, and a high degree of technical
proficiency. The selection process includes multiple phases designed to
assess endurance, leadership, problem-solving, and tactical skills under



extreme conditions.

Initial Qualification and Assessment

Prospective members undergo a stringent screening process that evaluates
their suitability for special tactics roles. This includes physical fitness
tests, psychological evaluations, and specialized assessments to measure
aptitude in areas such as parachuting and combat skills.

Specialized Training Programs

After selection, candidates enter an extensive training pipeline that covers
airborne operations, combat diving, survival evasion resistance and escape
(SERE) techniques, and advanced medical training. The training emphasizes
interoperability with other special operations forces and mastery of mission-
critical technologies.

Continual Skill Development

Even after initial qualification, members of the 17th Special Tactics
Squadron participate in ongoing training exercises and certifications to
maintain peak readiness and adapt to emerging threats and tactics.

Operational Capabilities

The 17th Special Tactics Squadron possesses a broad range of operational
capabilities that enable it to conduct complex missions in diverse
environments. Its members are experts in integrating air power with ground
operations, providing force multipliers that enhance mission success.

Air Traffic Control in Combat Zones

Squadron operators are trained to establish and maintain air traffic control
in remote or hostile areas, facilitating the rapid deployment and recovery of
aircraft. This capability is vital for ensuring the safe and efficient flow
of air assets during special operations.

Precision Strike Coordination

Operators coordinate precision airstrikes by directing close air support
assets onto enemy targets with pinpoint accuracy. This requires advanced
communication skills and real-time situational awareness to minimize
collateral damage while maximizing combat effectiveness.

Medical Evacuation and Trauma Care

Members of the squadron are often trained as paramedics and combat medics,
capable of providing life-saving trauma care in the field. They also



coordinate medical evacuation efforts under combat conditions, ensuring
wounded personnel receive timely treatment.

Airborne insertion and extraction

Close air support coordination

Battlefield reconnaissance and intelligence gathering

Hostage rescue and counterterrorism operations

Survival and evasion in hostile territory

Notable Deployments and Achievements

The 17th Special Tactics Squadron has been deployed in numerous high-profile
operations, contributing significantly to U.S. military objectives across the
globe. Its members have demonstrated exceptional bravery and skill in some of
the most challenging combat environments.

Global War on Terror

The squadron played a pivotal role in operations in Afghanistan and Iraq,
conducting missions that ranged from securing airfields to directing
precision strikes against insurgent forces. Their efforts were critical in
enabling coalition forces to establish and maintain operational dominance.

Humanitarian and Disaster Relief Missions

Beyond combat operations, the 17th Special Tactics Squadron has participated
in humanitarian assistance and disaster relief efforts, utilizing its
airfield control and medical capabilities to support crisis response
worldwide.

Awards and Recognitions

Members of the 17th Special Tactics Squadron have received numerous
commendations for valor and excellence, reflecting the squadron’s commitment
to mission success and the highest standards of military service.

Equipment and Technology

The effectiveness of the 17th Special Tactics Squadron is enhanced by its
access to cutting-edge equipment and technology. This includes advanced
communication systems, precision navigation tools, and specialized weapons
designed for a variety of operational scenarios.



Communication and Navigation Systems

Operators utilize encrypted radios, satellite communication devices, and GPS
navigation systems to maintain secure and reliable contact with command
elements and supporting assets, regardless of location or environmental
conditions.

Specialized Weapons and Gear

The squadron employs a range of weapons tailored to their mission profiles,
including suppressed firearms, precision rifles, and tactical equipment that
supports stealth and mobility in hostile environments.

Surveillance and Reconnaissance Technology

Advanced night vision devices, unmanned aerial systems (UAS), and other
surveillance tools provide the squadron with enhanced situational awareness,
enabling effective reconnaissance and target acquisition.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary mission of the 17th Special
Tactics Squadron?

The primary mission of the 17th Special Tactics Squadron is to provide
special operations capabilities including combat control, pararescue, and
tactical air control party operations in support of Air Force Special
Operations Command and joint special operations forces.

Where is the 17th Special Tactics Squadron based?

The 17th Special Tactics Squadron is based at Fort Benning, Georgia, United
States.

What roles do members of the 17th Special Tactics
Squadron typically perform?

Members of the 17th Special Tactics Squadron perform roles such as combat
control, pararescue, tactical air control party missions, reconnaissance, and
direct action operations.

How does the 17th Special Tactics Squadron contribute
to joint special operations?

The 17th Special Tactics Squadron contributes to joint special operations by
integrating with other special operations forces to provide precision
airstrike coordination, battlefield trauma care, and reconnaissance
capabilities.



What kind of training do personnel in the 17th
Special Tactics Squadron undergo?

Personnel in the 17th Special Tactics Squadron undergo rigorous training
including Special Tactics Officer or Enlisted Special Warfare training,
combat control school, pararescue training, airborne and scuba
qualifications, and advanced tactical training.

Has the 17th Special Tactics Squadron been involved
in any notable operations?

Yes, the 17th Special Tactics Squadron has been involved in numerous
classified and unclassified special operations missions globally, often
supporting counterterrorism, hostage rescue, and direct action operations.

What distinguishes the 17th Special Tactics Squadron
within the Air Force Special Operations Command?

The 17th Special Tactics Squadron is distinguished by its unique combination
of tactical air control, combat control, and pararescue capabilities,
enabling it to conduct a wide range of special operations missions.

How can someone join the 17th Special Tactics
Squadron?

To join the 17th Special Tactics Squadron, candidates must first enlist or
commission in the Air Force, meet stringent physical and mental standards,
and complete the specialized training pipeline for special tactics operators.

Additional Resources
1. Shadow Warriors: Inside the 17th Special Tactics Squadron
This book offers an in-depth look at the elite members of the 17th Special
Tactics Squadron, showcasing their rigorous training, tactical missions, and
the critical roles they play in modern warfare. Through firsthand accounts
and expert analysis, readers gain insight into the squadron’s unique
capabilities and operational successes. It highlights how these warriors
operate behind enemy lines and their integration with other special forces.

2. Silent Precision: The Art of the 17th Special Tactics Squadron
Exploring the precision and skill behind the 17th Special Tactics Squadron,
this book delves into the squadron’s specialty in reconnaissance, direct
action, and air traffic control under combat conditions. It details the
advanced technologies and tactics used by the squadron to achieve mission
success. Stories of daring missions underline the squadron’s vital
contribution to joint operations.

3. Guardians of the Sky: The 17th Special Tactics Squadron’s Role in Airborne
Operations
Focusing on the airborne capabilities of the 17th Special Tactics Squadron,
this book chronicles their role in securing airfields, conducting combat
control, and enabling special operations forces to operate effectively from
the air. It explains how the squadron’s expertise ensures air superiority and
mission coordination in hostile environments. The narrative includes accounts



from veterans who have shaped airborne tactics.

4. Unseen Heroes: The Covert Missions of the 17th Special Tactics Squadron
This gripping work uncovers the clandestine missions carried out by the 17th
Special Tactics Squadron, revealing how their covert operations have
influenced key military outcomes. It provides detailed descriptions of
behind-the-scenes planning, execution, and the high stakes involved in
special tactics missions. The book also explores the mental and physical
endurance required for such operations.

5. Forged in Combat: Training the 17th Special Tactics Squadron
An exploration of the intense training regimen that prepares the 17th Special
Tactics Squadron for their demanding roles in combat. This book highlights
the physical, mental, and tactical preparation that candidates undergo to
join the squadron. It includes interviews with instructors and trainees,
providing insight into the squadron’s culture and standards.

6. Precision Under Fire: Tactical Innovations of the 17th Special Tactics
Squadron
This book examines the tactical innovations pioneered by the 17th Special
Tactics Squadron in modern warfare. From communication techniques to
battlefield coordination, it showcases how the unit continuously evolves to
meet new challenges. Case studies illustrate successful missions where these
innovations made a decisive difference.

7. Brothers in Arms: The Bonds Within the 17th Special Tactics Squadron
Focusing on the camaraderie and teamwork essential to the 17th Special
Tactics Squadron, this book reveals how trust and brotherhood are critical to
mission success. Personal stories and interviews highlight the relationships
forged under extreme conditions. The book emphasizes the human element behind
elite military operations.

8. Into the Breach: Combat Stories from the 17th Special Tactics Squadron
A collection of firsthand combat narratives from members of the 17th Special
Tactics Squadron, this book provides a vivid portrayal of battlefield
experiences. Each story offers unique perspectives on the dangers, decisions,
and heroism encountered in special tactics missions. Readers gain an
appreciation for the squadron’s role in high-risk environments.

9. The Evolution of Special Tactics: A History of the 17th Special Tactics
Squadron
Tracing the history and development of the 17th Special Tactics Squadron,
this book covers its origins, major deployments, and evolving mission sets.
It contextualizes the squadron’s growth within broader military and
geopolitical changes. Archival materials and veteran interviews enrich the
historical narrative, illustrating the squadron’s enduring legacy.

17th Special Tactics Squadron
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  17th special tactics squadron: U.S. Air Force Special Tactics Combat Control School Heritage
Foundation, 2022-11-08 The CCT - The Eye of the Storm-series chronicles the exploits of Air Force
Special Warfare, Combat Control Teams (CCT). It is told in the form of short stories; many etched by
a cocktail of blood, sweat and tears. The Combat Control story began in the de facto Volume I with
the appearance of the first CCTs; i.e., command and control teams cobbled together by the WWII
U.S. Army Air Force (USAAF) for Operation Varsity. The CCT story continued in Volume II, detailing
the 21st Century fight in the Global War on Terrorism (GWOT). Included are two humanitarian
missions; operations of epic proportion in Haiti and Japan. In this third volume subtitled - Medal of
Honor (MOH) - the CCT story is expanded, incorporating the two previously self-published volumes
and adding hundreds of new stories from around the globe. But, with a concentration on operations
in southwest Asia; including Afghanistan; now America’s longest war. This volume is an all-inclusive
compilation presented as a single, premium publication. The diversity of feature stories, subjects and
styles present a well-rounded, unbiased look at the CCT’s view at “the eye of the storm.” Each
published PA reporter and volunteer contributor has a by-line in the book. Thanks to all for their
remarkable journalistic work. The book is expected to engage a wider-ranging audience of American
and allied military elements, families, historians and enthusiasts. More importantly, Medal of Honor
celebrates the first-ever award of the Air Force Medal of Honor to a Combat Control patriot and
hero. On April 20, 2018 after more than fifteen years technical review and Air Staff deliberation the
Medal of Honor for TSgt John Chapman was approved by President Donald Trump. The MOH award
ceremonies and associated events are covered in detail near the end of this book. In preparing CCT -
The Eye of the Storm - Medal of Honor, the goal was to collect stories from hundreds of sources,
written by an even larger band of vetted professionals selected to observe, record and report truths
about military units in action. In my mind the U.S. Government Public Affairs Offices were the
perfect choice. For that reason, you will find hundreds of PA-generated stories used herein. Through
our collective efforts we have published a fair and accurate chronical of USAF Combat Control
Team’s stories; exploiting the public domain and declassified accounts. This is a documentary of Air
Force Combat Control Teams operating at The Eye of the Storm. Subtitled Medal of Honor; it is the
most in-depth CCT history ever published.
  17th special tactics squadron: United States Special Operations Forces Posture
Statement U.S. Special Operations Command, 2003
  17th special tactics squadron: Cct-The Eye of the Storm Gene Adcock, 2012-10-31 Almost
as soon as the second hijacked 767 struck the south tower of the world trade center, Air Force
Combat Controllers began to report to their bases and pack their gear. Spread around the world in
special tactics squadrons, these airmen would provide the lightly armed U.S. Army Special Forces
teams with a number of capabilities that would turn them into world-class killing machines. John D.
Gresham Author, Air Force Combat Controllers at War Afghanistan 2001 These single Americans
had the power to conjure lightning bolts out of the sky......... ....what happened in Afghanistan is one
of the most extraordinary stories in military history. Mark Bowden Author, Blackhawk Down
Somalia, 1999 Individually, they are specially selected, specially trained, and, in support of special
operations, almost daily bring American airpower to bear on our nations enemies. Indeed, they are
very remarkable warriors, and this book will help many understand why so many of us hold our
Combat Controllers in such incredibly high regard. Dr. James G. Roche Secretary of the United
States Air Force 2001 - 2005 if you asked what tool of the trade would be the very last they would
leave behind, you might be surprised at the answer. You would likely hear that it is not a tool that
makes one nervous when it isnt there, but rather a capability that is not organic to a troop of Delta
Operators or Navy SEALs Just because you are the best of the best does not mean you are the best
at everything. Any Delta operator can vouch for the capabilities of the air force combat controllers,
and very rarely goes on a hit without the men who wear the scarlet berets. Dalton Fury Delta Force
Commander, Tora Bora, December 2001 Author, Kill Bin Laden - 2008
  17th special tactics squadron: Asia Pacific Defense Forum ,
  17th special tactics squadron: The Complete Idiot's Guide to the U.S. Special Ops Forces



Marc Cerasini, 2002 A guide to the face of modern US warfare in the 21st century. The US Special
Operations Forces will be at the forefront of every battle that the US will wage against the war on
terrorism.
  17th special tactics squadron: Angels from the Sea Charles Richard Smith, 1995 How did a
scrawny black kid—the son of a barber and a domestic who grew up in Harlem and
Trenton—become the 106th mayor of New York City? It’s a remarkable journey. David Norman
Dinkins was born in 1927, joined the Marine Corps in the waning days of World War II, went to
Howard University on the G.I. Bill, graduated cum laude with a degree in mathematics in 1950, and
married Joyce Burrows, whose father, Daniel Burrows, had been a state assemblyman well-versed in
the workings of New York’s political machine. It was his father-in-law who suggested the young
mathematician might make an even better politician once he also got his law degree. The political
career of David Dinkins is set against the backdrop of the rising influence of a broader demographic
in New York politics, including far greater segments of the city’s “gorgeous mosaic.” After a brief
stint as a New York assemblyman, Dinkins was nominated as a deputy mayor by Abe Beame in 1973,
but ultimately declined because he had not filed his income tax returns on time. Down but not out,
he pursued his dedication to public service, first by serving as city clerk. In 1986, Dinkins was
elected Manhattan borough president, and in 1989, he defeated Ed Koch and Rudy Giuliani to
become mayor of New York City, the largest American city to elect an African American mayor. As
the newly-elected mayor of a city in which crime had risen precipitously in the years prior to his
taking office, Dinkins vowed to attack the problems and not the victims. Despite facing a budget
deficit, he hired thousands of police officers, more than any other mayoral administration in the
twentieth century, and launched the “Safe Streets, Safe City” program, which fundamentally
changed how police fought crime. For the first time in decades, crime rates began to fall—a trend
that continues to this day. Among his other major successes, Mayor Dinkins brokered a deal that
kept the US Open Tennis Championships in New York—bringing hundreds of millions of dollars to
the city annually—and launched the revitalization of Times Square after decades of decay, all the
while deflecting criticism and some outright racism with a seemingly unflappable demeanor.
Criticized by some for his handling of the Crown Heights riots in 1991, Dinkins describes in these
pages a very different version of events. A Mayor’s Life is a revealing look at a devoted public
servant and a New Yorker in love with his city, who led that city during tumultuous times.
  17th special tactics squadron: Visual Friendlies, Tally Target: How Close Air Support in
the War on Terror Changed the Way America Made War Ethan Brown, 2024-11-30 “Brown has
taken an incredibly complex subject and made it accessible and readable, all while retaining the
gravity of history and the sheer intensity of these battlefields. Airpower became a fundamental
warfighting tool in the Global War on Terror, and its success depended on the community of JTACs
whose experiences populate this important work. They are the unsung heroes of the post-9/11 wars
America needs to meet.” — David L. Goldfein, General (Ret.), USAF, 21st Chief of Staff With a new
century and a new enemy came a new kind of war: low intensity and civilian-dominated, blending
austere rural and dense urban environments alike. Into this new kind of war, the American military
launched two invasions against terrorist networks and military rivals, relying on airpower—close air
support (CAS)—at a scale never before seen in combat. The Global War on Terror was the “CAS
war.” Forward Air Controllers were on the front lines from the very first moments of the war,
directing airstrikes against enemies in their safe havens, safeguarding friendly forces and civilians
alike to their utmost, and achieving unprecedented success with limited resources. This volume
captures the heroic accounts of the first Tactical Air Control Party (TACPs) in Afghanistan and Iraq,
and how Close Air Support fundamentally reshaped the American war machine in the first five years
of the War on Terror.
  17th special tactics squadron: Special Warfare , 1989
  17th special tactics squadron: Airman , 2001
  17th special tactics squadron: The Bastard Child Sean P. Hoggs, 2013-11 The Bastard Child
is the long awaited autobiography by author Sean P. Hoggs. His gripping true-life story takes the



reader from his abusive and turbulent childhood, through his struggles as a homeless teenager (in
the violent inner city streets of Central New Jersey), to his incredible rise onto the national and
international stage as an humanitarian and mentor. Each chapter is a remarkable, yet humble,
testament to resiliency and perseverance. Regardless of age, race, socioeconomic background, start
or station in life, his tragedy to triumph story is one for the ages. The Bastard Child is an uplifting
American success story that goes far beyond your stereotypical rags to riches story shared today. If
you ever hungered for an inspirational life story to help you overcome personal hardship or a
challenge in life, this book is simply a must read. The Bastard Child...To say that this book will
change many lives is an understatement. I am forever changed since reading it. A book like this
comes along once in a generation! -Dione Lauray-Davis (Community Activist) The Bastard
Child...Once I picked the book up, I could not put it down. This autobiography is a must read, it's
inspiring me to continue my education. I highly recommend this book for anyone who's having any
kind of doubts about achieving their goals in life. -Terrence Bellamy (Youth Advocate and Retired
Law Enforcement Officer) The Bastard Child...Is a must read autobiography for any adult or at risk
youth that is struggling with his or her direction in life. Powerful...! -Vernice Jackson (Mother,
Washington D.C.)
  17th special tactics squadron: Marianas Islands Military Training , 1999
  17th special tactics squadron: United States Special Operations Forces 1996 Posture
Statement H. Allen Holmes, Henry H. Shelton, 1998-05
  17th special tactics squadron: Dictionary of the Modern United States Military S.F.
Tomajczyk, 2008-02-11 Warspeak, the language of the military, can be for many civilians and for
members of differing services an unintelligible hodgepodge of acronyms, slang terms and field
operation expressions. Few laypersons may know that the Five F's is a derogatory expression,
though Army, Navy, Marine, Air Force, Coast Guard and others know or can infer that chairborn
commandos are administrative and support personnel. The more than 15,000 entries in this
comprehensive dictionary provide an inside look at the United States military. Weapons systems,
governmental agencies, electronic warfare, medical terms, military infrastructure, communications,
satellites and intelligence systems are among the topics covered in-depth. Also detailed are the
acronyms and slang terms used by the soldiers in the field. The work provides numerous cross
references for ease of use, along with a bibliography of over 2,200 sources.
  17th special tactics squadron: America’s Elite Chris McNab, 2013-03-20 The definitive
illustrated history of American Special Forces, including their training, tactics, weapons and famous
missions. America's Elites takes the reader through some of the most dramatic special forces
operations in US history, from sniping British commanders during the Revolutionary War to Riverine
incursions in the Mekong Delta in Vietnam, and from demolition missions on D-Day to the SEAL
assault on Osama bin Laden's compound in 2011. Training and selection procedures are explained in
detail, and the book also describes some of the technologies that have separated regular soldiers
from their Special Forces counterparts. Illustrated throughout with striking photography and
artworks, America's Elites forms the most comprehensive and visually impressive single-volume
guide to US Special Forces available.
  17th special tactics squadron: The Federal Plan for Meteorological Services and
Supporting Research United States. Office of Federal Coordinator for Meteorological Services and
Supporting Research, 2004
  17th special tactics squadron: Shadow Warriors Mir Bahmanyar, 2011-09-20 No American
military unit can claim as colorful and volatile a history as the Rangers, who have led the way in
America's wars for well over 300 years. This book traces the Rangers from the time of Robert Rogers
during the French-Indian War of the 18th century to the most recent combat operations in Iraq. With
a focus on today's Army Rangers, who combine the rugged individualism of American frontiersmen
with the finely honed ability to operate as a close-knit team, wreaking havoc behind enemy lines, this
fascinating volume incorporates many first-hand accounts of dramatic Ranger actions by the
combatants themselves.



  17th special tactics squadron: Resource Utilization and Development Shri Kamal Sharma,
1992 The relationship between resources and development is the pivot around which the present
study revolves. Focussing on the process of resource creation and utilization it emphasizes the need
of equitable development integrating local needs, resources, people and functions. The resource
exploitation and their utilization are two independent economic activities influenced by different
algorithms and usually have manifested in core-periphery relationship. Reviews the persistent
problems of economic development in perspective of exploitation of natural resources with the
objective to provide some clues for occurrence and persistence of regional disparities and for
suggesting a development model synchronising both the resource management and environmental
protection.
  17th special tactics squadron: Air Force Address Directory United States. Department of the
Air Force, 1993
  17th special tactics squadron: Hunter Killer T. Mark McCurley, Kevin Maurer, 2015 An
insider's tour of the U.S. military's secret Remotely Piloted Aircraft program discusses how drones
work and their potential for neutralizing security threats.
  17th special tactics squadron: Air Force Magazine , 2017
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