
1855 colt revolving carbine reproduction

1855 colt revolving carbine reproduction firearms represent a fascinating blend of historical significance and
modern craftsmanship. These reproductions pay homage to one of the most innovative firearms of the
mid-19th century, the original Colt revolving carbine, which featured a unique revolving cylinder design
that set it apart from traditional rifles of its era. Enthusiasts and collectors appreciate these reproductions for
their accuracy, reliability, and connection to American firearms history. This article explores the history,
design characteristics, manufacturing details, and practical uses of the 1855 Colt revolving carbine
reproduction. Additionally, it provides insights into the maintenance and legal considerations related to
owning such a firearm. The following sections will guide readers through a comprehensive understanding
of this remarkable historical firearm and its modern counterparts.
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History of the 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine

The 1855 Colt revolving carbine was introduced during a period of rapid innovation in firearms
technology. Designed by Samuel Colt, this carbine was intended to offer soldiers and frontiersmen a
compact, multi-shot weapon that combined the firepower of a revolver with the extended range of a rifle.
The carbine featured a revolving cylinder with multiple chambers, allowing for several shots before
reloading, which was a significant advantage over single-shot rifles of the time.

Development and Adoption

The original Colt revolving carbine was developed in the early 1850s and saw limited adoption by various



military and civilian users. Its design was notable for incorporating the revolving cylinder mechanism into
a carbine format, which was relatively novel. The weapon was chambered in .56 caliber and was prized for
its rapid-fire capability, although it had certain drawbacks such as the risk of cylinder chain fire and gas
leakage.

Historical Significance

While not as widely used as other Colt revolvers or standard rifles, the 1855 revolving carbine holds an
important place in firearms history. It represents an early attempt to increase firepower and efficiency on
the battlefield and influenced later developments in repeating firearms. Collectors and historians value the
original models for their craftsmanship and innovative design features.

Design and Mechanism

The design of the 1855 Colt revolving carbine is distinctive, marrying the revolving cylinder concept of
handguns with the longer barrel and stock of a carbine. This section details the key mechanical and design
aspects that define the firearm.

Revolving Cylinder

The heart of the carbine’s functionality lies in its revolving cylinder, which typically held six rounds. Each
trigger pull rotated the cylinder to align the next chamber with the barrel, allowing successive shots
without manual reloading after each discharge. This mechanism was mechanically similar to Colt’s
revolvers but adapted to handle rifle-caliber rounds.

Barrel and Stock Design

The carbine featured a longer barrel than standard revolvers, usually around 21 inches, providing greater
accuracy and range. The wooden stock was designed to give the shooter better control and stability, making
it suitable for mounted troops and infantry use. The balance between weight and ergonomics contributed to
its usability in the field.



Caliber and Ammunition

The original 1855 Colt revolving carbine was chambered in .56 caliber rimfire cartridges. This caliber was
chosen to balance stopping power with manageable recoil. Ammunition for these carbines was typically
black powder-based, consistent with mid-19th century firearms technology.

Modern Reproductions and Manufacturing

Interest in historical firearms has led to the production of high-quality 1855 Colt revolving carbine
reproductions by several manufacturers. These modern replicas aim to preserve the historical accuracy and
mechanical integrity of the original while incorporating improvements for safety and durability.

Reproduction Manufacturers

Leading manufacturers of 1855 Colt revolving carbine reproductions include well-known firms specializing
in historical firearms. These companies use modern materials and machining techniques to create replicas
that are visually and functionally faithful to the originals. They often produce limited runs to maintain
exclusivity and attention to detail.

Materials and Craftsmanship

Reproduction carbines typically use high-grade steel for the barrel and cylinder, along with carefully
selected hardwoods for the stock. Modern metallurgy ensures greater longevity and resistance to wear
compared to original 19th-century models. Attention to detail in engraving and finish work maintains the
aesthetic appeal and historical authenticity.

Variations and Customization

Some reproductions offer variations such as different finishes, barrel lengths, and engraving options.
Collectors may also find customized models that replicate specific historical pieces or include modern
enhancements for improved handling and safety.



Performance and Practical Uses

The 1855 Colt revolving carbine reproduction provides a unique shooting experience that combines
historical authenticity with practical functionality. This section explores its performance characteristics and
potential applications.

Shooting Experience

Reproductions deliver a shooting experience similar to the original carbines, with the distinctive revolving
cylinder action. The recoil is moderate, and the balance of the firearm allows for relatively accurate
shooting at medium ranges. The capability to fire multiple rounds before reloading provides a tactical
advantage in various shooting scenarios.

Applications

These reproductions are popular among historical reenactors, collectors, and firearms enthusiasts interested
in mid-19th century weaponry. They are also used in black powder shooting competitions and educational
demonstrations. Their design makes them suitable for hunting small to medium game when legal and
appropriate.

Limitations

Despite their appeal, the revolving carbine design has inherent limitations, such as the potential for
cylinder gap gas leakage, which can reduce muzzle velocity and accuracy. Additionally, care must be taken
to avoid chain fire incidents, a risk associated with revolving firearms firing black powder cartridges.

Maintenance and Care

Proper maintenance is essential to preserve the functionality and appearance of 1855 Colt revolving carbine
reproductions. This section outlines recommended care practices to ensure longevity and safe operation.



Cleaning Procedures

After each use, thorough cleaning of the barrel, cylinder, and action is necessary to remove black powder
residue and prevent corrosion. Using appropriate solvents and lubricants designed for black powder
firearms is critical. Special attention should be given to the cylinder gap and the cylinder chambers.

Inspection and Repairs

Regular inspection of mechanical components, including the cylinder rotation mechanism and trigger
assembly, helps identify wear or damage early. Any repairs or adjustments should be performed by
qualified gunsmiths familiar with historical firearm reproductions to avoid compromising the firearm’s
integrity.

Storage Recommendations

Storing the firearm in a cool, dry environment with protective coverings prevents rust and damage. It is
advisable to keep the firearm unloaded and secured in compliance with safety regulations to avoid
accidents.

Legal Considerations

Ownership and use of 1855 Colt revolving carbine reproductions are subject to federal, state, and local
firearms laws. Understanding these legal parameters is crucial for responsible ownership.

Classification and Regulations

Depending on the jurisdiction, these reproductions may be classified as antique firearms or modern
firearms. In many cases, black powder replica firearms fall under different regulations than conventional
firearms, potentially easing ownership requirements. However, variations exist, so verification with local
authorities is essential.



Purchasing Requirements

Purchasing a reproduction often involves background checks and compliance with age restrictions similar
to other firearms. Some states may require permits or registrations, while others may have exemptions for
black powder firearms.

Transport and Usage Restrictions

Owners must adhere to laws regarding the transport and use of these firearms, especially in public areas.
Usage may be limited to private property, shooting ranges, or sanctioned events, and it is important to
respect all applicable safety and legal guidelines.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine reproduction?
The 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine reproduction is a modern replica of the original Colt revolving carbine
designed in 1855, known for its unique rotating cylinder mechanism and historical significance.

Who manufactures the 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine reproduction?
Several manufacturers produce reproductions of the 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine, including Pietta and
Uberti, which specialize in high-quality black powder firearm replicas.



Is the 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine reproduction suitable for black
powder shooting?
Yes, the reproduction is designed specifically for black powder shooting, allowing enthusiasts to experience
historical firearm operation with modern materials and craftsmanship.

What caliber is the 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine reproduction chambered
in?
Most 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine reproductions are chambered in .44 caliber, similar to the original models
used during the mid-19th century.

How accurate is the 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine reproduction compared
to the original?
The reproduction closely mimics the original in terms of design, weight, and function, though some minor
modern adjustments may be present to enhance safety and reliability.

Can the 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine reproduction be used for historical
reenactments?
Yes, it is commonly used in Civil War reenactments and other historical events due to its authentic
appearance and period-correct operation.

What are the safety considerations when using an 1855 Colt Revolving
Carbine reproduction?
Users should follow all black powder firearm safety guidelines, including proper loading techniques, using
recommended powder charges, and ensuring the firearm is well-maintained to prevent chain fires
associated with revolving cylinders.

Where can I purchase an 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine reproduction?
These reproductions can be purchased through specialized firearms dealers, online retailers, and at gun
shows, often requiring compliance with local firearm laws and regulations.

What is the typical price range for an 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine
reproduction?
Prices generally range from $800 to $1,500 depending on the manufacturer, model details, and included
accessories.



Does the 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine reproduction come with any
warranties?
Most reputable manufacturers offer limited warranties on their reproductions, covering defects in materials
and workmanship, but specifics vary by brand and retailer.

Additional Resources
1. Reproducing the 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine: A Comprehensive Guide
This book serves as an essential resource for gunsmiths and enthusiasts interested in the detailed process of
reproducing the 1855 Colt revolving carbine. It covers historical context, mechanical design, and step-by-
step instructions for crafting an accurate reproduction. Readers will find valuable tips on sourcing materials
and achieving period-accurate finishes.

2. The Art and History of the 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine
Delving into the rich history of the 1855 Colt revolving carbine, this volume explores its development, use
in the mid-19th century, and its impact on firearm technology. The book includes numerous illustrations
and photographs of original pieces and reproductions, providing insights into design evolution and
manufacturing techniques.

3. Replica Firearms: Techniques for Authentic 19th Century Revolvers
Focused on the broader category of replica firearms, this book highlights various 19th-century revolvers
with a dedicated chapter on the 1855 Colt revolving carbine. It discusses modern manufacturing methods,
challenges in reproduction, and how to maintain historical accuracy while ensuring functionality in
replicas.

4. 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine Blueprints and Technical Drawings
A valuable reference book featuring detailed blueprints and technical drawings of the 1855 Colt revolving
carbine. Ideal for hobbyists and professional gunsmiths, it provides precise measurements and mechanical
schematics needed to build a faithful reproduction from scratch.

5. Historically Accurate Finishing Techniques for Reproduced Colts
This specialized guide focuses on the finishing processes used to bring reproduced Colts, including the 1855
revolving carbine, to life. It covers bluing, engraving, wood finishing, and aging techniques that replicate
the authentic look and feel of historical firearms.

6. Collecting and Restoring the 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine
A must-have for collectors and restorers, this book discusses how to identify genuine 1855 Colts, evaluate
their condition, and undertake careful restoration. It also touches on the value and market trends for both
originals and high-quality reproductions.

7. Historical Firearms Reproduction: Challenges and Solutions



This book examines the technical and legal challenges faced when reproducing historical firearms such as
the 1855 Colt revolving carbine. It offers practical solutions for overcoming manufacturing hurdles and
complying with modern firearm regulations.

8. The 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine in American Military History
Exploring the role of the 1855 Colt revolving carbine in various American military conflicts, this book
provides context for its design and deployment. It also discusses how reproductions can serve educational
and reenactment purposes.

9. DIY Gunsmithing: Building Your Own 1855 Colt Revolving Carbine Reproduction
A hands-on manual designed for enthusiasts looking to build their own 1855 Colt revolving carbine
reproduction. The book breaks down complex gunsmithing techniques into manageable steps, supported by
clear diagrams and safety guidelines to ensure a successful project.
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that time were loaded with a small lead musket ball or with a minnie ball (or Minie ball) and black
powder. Most rifles of this era were muzzle loaded rifled muskets. These rifles were used by both the
United States of America (Union) and the Confederate States of America. In the decades leading up
to the Civil War, numerous advances had been made in weapons. The flintlock, which had been in
use for almost two hundred years, had been replaced by the caplock in the 1840s. Rifles had been in
use for many years, but prior to the civil war had been rare in military use. The black powder at the
time quickly fouled the barrel, making reloading slower and more difficult. Round balls did not fit so
tightly into the barrel, and therefore did not suffer from the slow loading problem common to rifles.
Black powder also quickly obscured the battlefield, which led military leaders of the time to
conclude that the greater range of rifles was of little value on the battlefield. Military leaders
therefore preferred the...
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firearms historian, extensively researches the metallic cartridge revolver, giving readers a rare and
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gun. Full of facts but easily readable, The Peacemaker and Its Rivals includes chapters on: •
Antecedent revolvers • Multiball cartridges • Adoption of the Model “P” • Serial numbers and sales
• Variations and target types • Patents and pirates • Volume of productions by calibers Parsons
extensively compares and contrasts the Peacemaker to the Schofield Smith & Wesson and the
Remington and other rivals and illustrates its significance in American history. With original
photographs of many rare revolvers and guns, this is a must-have for firearms enthusiasts. Skyhorse
Publishing is proud to publish a broad range of books for hunters and firearms enthusiasts. We
publish books about shotguns, rifles, handguns, target shooting, gun collecting, self-defense,
archery, ammunition, knives, gunsmithing, gun repair, and wilderness survival. We publish books on
deer hunting, big game hunting, small game hunting, wing shooting, turkey hunting, deer stands,
duck blinds, bowhunting, wing shooting, hunting dogs, and more. While not every title we publish
becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are committed to publishing books
on subjects that are sometimes overlooked by other publishers and to authors whose work might not
otherwise find a home.
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an in-depth look at these factories & guns they have made for American companies & organizations.
Chapters include practical percussion shooting & detailed loading information by gun & caliber,
cowboy action shooting & Civil War reenactment. Additionally, this publication has information on
shooting & maintaining blackpowder pistols, as well as a complete blackpowder pricing guide with
model descriptions providing the most up-to-date information on most recently manufactured makes
& models. Dennis Adler is well-known in the automotive community for his photographic & literary
achievements. This book is a visual masterpiece! Retail $29.95 plus $4.00 S/H. Available from Baker
& Taylor, Ingram or directly from the publisher by calling 1-800-877-4867, non-domestic
952-854-5229, FAX 952-853-1486 or web site www.bluebookinc.com.
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Cooper, Elizabeth Mankin Kornhauser, 2006-01-01 The fascinating story of the American inventor
and manufacturer who perfected the revolver Samuel Colt (1814-1862) first patented his Colt
revolver in 1835 and thereby redefined the architecture of handguns. This stunning book is the first



to present in detail the evolution of his most famous invention and to document the unsurpassed Colt
firearms collections held by the Wadsworth Atheneum. Colt designed his revolvers with an artistic
sensibility--paying particular attention to form and beauty and juxtaposing colors and finishes to
heighten the visual effects. He was also one of the first American manufacturers to secure celebrity
endorsements and to commission paintings by renowned artists like George Catlin to promote his
arms. Colt's standards for excellence, industrial foresight, and quest for market domination are
explored in light of primary documents that reveal his constant battles to protect his patents. Essays
discuss Colt's personal collection of historic firearms as well as the memorial collection of
Colt-manufactured firearms, the relationship between art and commerce as they pertain to the
inventor's career, and his international celebrity. Richly illustrated and beautifully produced, this
volume presents the artistry of the firearms that Colt worked so diligently to perfect--as well as his
promotional abilities that made a tremendous impact on American culture.
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This book spans the entire history of Sam Colt's developments in handguns. It follows the first
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Dennis Adler takes you on a historical journey through time with striking studio photography of the
world's greatest Colt revolvers, factory archival images and original patent drawings, and tales of
the soldiers, lawmen, and lawbreakers who made Colt revolvers part of American history. Skyhorse
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publish books about shotguns, rifles, handguns, target shooting, gun collecting, self-defense,
archery, ammunition, knives, gunsmithing, gun repair, and wilderness survival. We publish books on
deer hunting, big game hunting, small game hunting, wing shooting, turkey hunting, deer stands,
duck blinds, bowhunting, wing shooting, hunting dogs, and more. While not every title we publish
becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are committed to publishing books
on subjects that are sometimes overlooked by other publishers and to authors whose work might not
otherwise find a home.
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  1855 colt revolving carbine reproduction: Colt Single-Action Revolvers Martin Pegler,
2017-01-26 In 1836, Samuel Colt changed the face of warfare with the production of the first of a
series of iconic and influential single-action revolvers, including the .44-calibre Colt Walker and the
seminal .45-calibre Colt Single Action Army, which remains in production today. These weapons
shifted the role of the pistol from single-shot weapon of last resort to a practical and powerful
sidearm that gave the user the ability to defend himself once his primary armament was discharged.
It transformed cavalry tactics and relegated the sword to a largely ceremonial role in many armies.
Featuring full-colour artwork, expert analysis and gripping first-hand accounts, this is the absorbing
story of Colt's family of single-action revolvers, covering their origins, development, use and lasting
impact on the modern world.
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Malcolm R. Burnette, 2022-01-30
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Caliber .38, With Rules for Management, Memoranda of Trajectory, and Description of Ammunition
... April 1, 1905. Rev. Oct. 3, 1908 United States Army Ordnance Dept, 2025-05-22 This is a detailed
description of the Colt's double-action revolver, caliber .38, originally published by the United States
Army Ordnance Department. The document includes rules for management, memoranda of
trajectory, and descriptions of ammunition. A valuable resource for collectors, historians, and
shooting enthusiasts, this revised edition from October 3, 1908, offers insights into early
20th-century military technology and firearm mechanics. Providing a glimpse into the technical
specifications and operational guidelines of a widely used firearm, this manual offers a unique
window into the past. Whether you're interested in the history of firearms, military technology, or



the evolution of Colt revolvers, this description provides a comprehensive overview. This work has
been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of
civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true
to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world),
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America,
and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work,
as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a
historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc.
Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced,
and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process,
and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  1855 colt revolving carbine reproduction: A History of the Colt Revolver Charles Tower
Haven, Frank A. Belden, 1940
  1855 colt revolving carbine reproduction: A History of the Colt Revolver and Other
Arms Made by Colt's Patent Fire Arms Manufacturing Company From 1836-1940 Frank A.
Belden, Charles T. Haven, 2011-05-01
  1855 colt revolving carbine reproduction: Revolver Jim Rasenberger, 2020-05-26 A
“gripping,” (Booklist) “clear-eyed, and honest” (The New York Times Book Review) biography of
Samuel Colt—the inventor of the legendary Colt revolver (a.k.a. six-shooter)—which changed the US
forever, triggering the industrial revolution and the settlement of the American West. Patented in
1836, the Colt pistol with its revolving cylinder was the first practical firearm that could shoot more
than one bullet without reloading. For many reasons, Colt’s gun had a profound effect on American
history. Its most immediate impact was on the expansionism of the American west, where white
emigrants and US soldiers came to depend on it, and where Native Americans came to dread it. The
six-shooter became the iconic weapon of gun-slingers, outlaws, and cowboys—some willing to pay
$500 out west for a gun that sold for $25 back east. In making the revolver, Colt also changed
American manufacturing—his factory revolutionized industry in the United States. Ultimately, Colt
and his gun-making brought together the two most significant forces of change before the Civil
War—the industrial revolution in the east, Manifest Destiny in the west. “Written with a journalist’s
sense of color and a historian’s eye for the revealing detail” (The Wall Street Journal), Revolver
brings the brazenly ambitious and profoundly innovative industrialist and leader Samuel Colt to vivid
life. In the space of his forty-seven years, he seemingly lived five lives: he traveled, womanized,
drank prodigiously, smuggled guns to Russia, bribed politicians, and supplied the Union Army with
the guns they needed to win the Civil War. Colt lived during an age of promise and progress, but
also of slavery, corruption, and unbridled greed, and he not only helped to create this America, he
completely embodied it. By the time he died in 1862 in Hartford, Connecticut, he was one of the
most famous men in nation, and one of the richest. “Offering a panoramic view of American culture
during Colt’s life” (LA Review of Books) Revolver is a “rollicking and informative account [that] will
delight American history buffs” (Publishers Weekly).
  1855 colt revolving carbine reproduction: Armsmear Henry Barnard, 1866
  1855 colt revolving carbine reproduction: The Flamboyant Mr. Colt and His Deadly
Six-shooter Bern Keating, 1978
  1855 colt revolving carbine reproduction: Colt Firearms from 1836 James E. Serven, 1981
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