
1947 ford business coupe
1947 ford business coupe stands as a significant model in automotive history,
representing a blend of classic design, robust engineering, and cultural impact. This
vehicle, part of Ford’s post-World War II lineup, is celebrated for its distinctive style and
performance capabilities that appealed to both business owners and car enthusiasts.
Known for its practical two-door configuration and powerful V8 engine options, the 1947
Ford business coupe exemplifies the era’s automotive innovation and craftsmanship. This
article explores the design, mechanical features, historical context, and restoration aspects
of the 1947 Ford business coupe, providing a comprehensive understanding of its legacy.
Whether you are a collector, historian, or automotive aficionado, this detailed overview
covers all essential elements of this iconic vehicle. Below is the table of contents outlining
the main sections of this article.
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Design and Styling of the 1947 Ford Business
Coupe

The 1947 Ford business coupe is notable for its streamlined design and functional
aesthetics. Ford resumed civilian automobile production after World War II, and the 1947
model showcased subtle refinements over its 1946 predecessor. The coupe features a two-
door body style with a fixed roof, emphasizing simplicity and utility, which made it
particularly popular among business owners who needed a reliable vehicle for work and
delivery purposes.

Exterior Design Elements

The exterior of the 1947 Ford business coupe is characterized by smooth, rounded fenders,
a prominent chrome grille, and a split windshield. The body lines are clean and
aerodynamic for the period, providing a modern appearance that was both practical and
stylish. The coupe’s compact size made it maneuverable in urban environments while still
offering ample cargo space inside.



Interior Features

Inside, the business coupe was designed with durability and functionality in mind rather
than luxury. The interior typically included bench seating, basic instrumentation, and
minimal trim, reflecting its role as a work vehicle. However, its spacious cabin allowed for
comfortable driving, and optional upgrades could enhance the comfort and convenience for
the driver.

Color Options and Trim Packages

Ford offered the 1947 business coupe in a variety of solid colors, including classic shades
such as black, blue, and maroon. Trim options were limited, emphasizing affordability and
practicality, but the simple styling allowed owners to customize their vehicles with
aftermarket accessories and paint jobs over time.

Mechanical Features and Performance

The 1947 Ford business coupe was equipped with robust mechanical components that
contributed to its reputation for reliability and performance. Designed to meet the needs of
small business operators and everyday drivers, the coupe balanced power and efficiency
effectively.

Engine Specifications

Most 1947 Ford business coupes came with the famous Flathead V8 engine, a 3.9-liter (239
cubic inch) powerplant known for its smooth operation and dependable output. This engine
produced approximately 100 horsepower, which was sufficient for the vehicle’s size and
weight, allowing it to accelerate adequately and maintain highway speeds comfortably.

Transmission and Drivetrain

The standard transmission was a three-speed manual gearbox, providing straightforward
and durable shifting. Rear-wheel drive was the norm, offering good traction and handling
characteristics for the coupe’s era. Optional overdrive units were also available, enhancing
fuel economy and reducing engine wear on long drives.

Suspension and Braking



The suspension system featured leaf springs at both the front and rear, delivering a firm
but manageable ride quality. Drum brakes on all four wheels provided adequate stopping
power, a standard safety feature for vehicles of the time. These mechanical aspects
contributed to the coupe’s reputation for ruggedness and ease of maintenance.

Historical Context and Market Position

The 1947 Ford business coupe was introduced during a critical period of transition for the
American automotive industry. Post-war economic growth and the return to civilian
manufacturing created strong demand for practical, affordable vehicles. Ford’s business
coupe was designed to meet this demand, targeting professionals, tradespeople, and small
business owners.

Post-War Production Resumption

Following the end of World War II, Ford was among the first automakers to restart civilian
production, leveraging pre-war designs with minor updates. The 1947 model year reflected
incremental improvements, including better materials and manufacturing processes, to
address the needs of a recovering economy and growing consumer base.

Target Market and Usage

The business coupe appealed primarily to business users who required a dependable
vehicle with cargo space but did not need passenger seating in the rear. This made it ideal
for delivery services, sales representatives, and other commercial applications. Its
affordability and simplicity also attracted budget-conscious buyers.

Comparison with Competitors

Compared to other manufacturers’ offerings, the 1947 Ford business coupe held a
competitive edge due to its combination of performance, reliability, and cost-effectiveness.
While Chevrolet and Dodge offered similar models, Ford’s strong dealer network and brand
reputation helped maintain its market share.

Restoration and Collectibility

Today, the 1947 Ford business coupe is a prized classic among collectors and restoration
enthusiasts. Its timeless design and historical significance make it a popular candidate for
preservation and customization projects.



Restoration Considerations

Restoring a 1947 Ford business coupe involves sourcing authentic parts and materials to
maintain originality. Common restoration tasks include bodywork repairs, engine rebuilding,
and interior refurbishment. Due to the vehicle’s age, rust and wear are typical challenges
faced during restoration.

Value and Market Demand

Restored models of the 1947 Ford business coupe can command substantial prices in the
classic car market, especially those with documented history and high-quality
workmanship. The demand is driven by collectors who appreciate the vehicle’s classic
styling and mechanical simplicity.

Tips for Prospective Buyers

Inspect the vehicle’s frame and body for rust and structural damage.

Verify the authenticity of engine and transmission components.

Assess the condition of the interior and availability of original trim pieces.

Consider the availability of replacement parts and aftermarket support.

Research the vehicle’s history and previous ownership for provenance.

Common Modifications and Upgrades

Enthusiasts often modify the 1947 Ford business coupe to enhance performance, comfort,
and appearance while respecting the vehicle’s vintage character. These modifications
range from subtle upgrades to more extensive customizations.

Engine Enhancements

Common upgrades include upgrading the Flathead V8 with modern carburetors, ignition
systems, and exhaust headers to improve horsepower and fuel efficiency. Some owners opt
for engine swaps with more contemporary V8s to achieve higher performance levels.



Suspension and Brake Improvements

Upgrading the suspension with modern components such as coil-over shocks or
independent front suspension systems improves ride quality and handling. Conversion to
disc brakes is also popular for enhanced stopping power and safety.

Interior and Comfort Upgrades

While maintaining the original look, owners often add modern conveniences such as
updated upholstery, sound systems, and air conditioning to increase driving comfort
without compromising the coupe’s classic appeal.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the 1947 Ford Business
Coupe?
The 1947 Ford Business Coupe features a sleek two-door design, a 226 cubic inch flathead
V8 engine, a three-speed manual transmission, and a spacious interior designed primarily
for business use without a rear seat.

How much horsepower does the 1947 Ford Business
Coupe have?
The 1947 Ford Business Coupe's flathead V8 engine produces approximately 100
horsepower.

Is the 1947 Ford Business Coupe considered a
collectible classic car?
Yes, the 1947 Ford Business Coupe is highly regarded among classic car enthusiasts and
collectors for its vintage design and historical significance.

What makes the 1947 Ford Business Coupe different
from other 1947 Ford models?
The Business Coupe is distinguished by its lack of a rear seat, making it a two-seater
designed for commercial use, whereas other 1947 Ford models typically have rear seating
and are intended for family use.



What kind of maintenance does a 1947 Ford Business
Coupe typically require?
Maintenance for a 1947 Ford Business Coupe includes regular engine tune-ups, checking
and replacing fluids, maintaining the flathead V8 engine, and periodic inspection of brakes,
suspension, and electrical systems to ensure reliability.

Can the 1947 Ford Business Coupe be used for daily
driving today?
While it is possible to drive a 1947 Ford Business Coupe daily, it may require upgrades for
modern safety, reliability, and comfort. Many owners use it primarily for shows, weekend
drives, or as a hobby vehicle.

What is the approximate value of a restored 1947 Ford
Business Coupe?
The value of a fully restored 1947 Ford Business Coupe can range from $25,000 to $50,000
or more depending on condition, originality, and market demand.

Where can I find parts for restoring a 1947 Ford
Business Coupe?
Parts for the 1947 Ford Business Coupe can be found through classic car part suppliers,
online marketplaces, Ford enthusiast clubs, and specialized restoration shops that focus on
vintage Ford vehicles.

Additional Resources
1. The Classic 1947 Ford Business Coupe: History and Restoration
This book delves into the rich history of the 1947 Ford Business Coupe, exploring its design,
engineering, and cultural impact. It offers detailed guidance for enthusiasts interested in
restoring this classic vehicle to its original glory. Filled with archival photos and expert tips,
the book is a valuable resource for collectors and restorers alike.

2. Ford’s Post-War Innovation: The 1947 Business Coupe
Focusing on the post-World War II automotive industry, this book highlights how the 1947
Ford Business Coupe represented a significant step forward in design and functionality. It
examines Ford’s strategies to reclaim market share and how the Business Coupe fit into
their broader lineup. Readers will gain insight into the economic and social factors
influencing car production in the late 1940s.

3. Restoring the 1947 Ford Business Coupe: A Step-by-Step Guide
Ideal for hobbyists and professional restorers, this comprehensive guide walks readers
through the restoration process of a 1947 Ford Business Coupe. It covers everything from
sourcing original parts to bodywork, paint, and mechanical repairs. The book includes
practical advice, troubleshooting tips, and detailed photos to ensure a successful



restoration project.

4. The 1947 Ford Business Coupe in Popular Culture
This book explores how the 1947 Ford Business Coupe has been featured in movies,
television, and car shows over the decades. It highlights the vehicle’s iconic status and its
appeal to classic car enthusiasts and collectors. Through anecdotes and visual
documentation, the book celebrates the coupe’s ongoing legacy in American culture.

5. Technical Specifications and Performance of the 1947 Ford Business Coupe
A technical deep dive into the engineering behind the 1947 Ford Business Coupe, this book
provides detailed specifications on the engine, chassis, suspension, and more. It compares
the coupe’s performance to contemporary models and explains the innovations Ford
introduced at the time. This book is perfect for automotive engineers, historians, and
serious enthusiasts.

6. Customizing the 1947 Ford Business Coupe: From Stock to Street Machine
For readers interested in modifying classic cars, this book offers ideas and instructions for
customizing the 1947 Ford Business Coupe. It covers popular upgrades such as engine
swaps, suspension enhancements, and interior modifications. The book also discusses
maintaining the balance between originality and personalization.

7. The 1947 Ford Business Coupe: Collector’s Guide and Market Trends
This guide provides an in-depth look at the collector’s market for the 1947 Ford Business
Coupe, including valuation trends, auction results, and tips for buying and selling. It helps
potential collectors understand what to look for in a quality vehicle and how to avoid
common pitfalls. The book also features profiles of noteworthy examples and owners.

8. Driving the 1947 Ford Business Coupe: A Vintage Experience
Capturing the joy and challenges of driving a classic 1947 Ford Business Coupe, this book
offers personal stories and practical advice for owners. It discusses handling characteristics,
maintenance considerations, and how to prepare the coupe for modern roads. Readers will
appreciate the blend of nostalgia and hands-on guidance.

9. Ford’s Legacy: The 1947 Business Coupe and Beyond
This historical volume situates the 1947 Ford Business Coupe within the broader narrative
of Ford Motor Company’s development. It explores the evolution of Ford’s design
philosophy and manufacturing techniques from the 1940s onward. The book serves as both
a tribute to the Business Coupe and a study of Ford’s enduring influence on the automotive
industry.
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  1947 ford business coupe: The Public Image of Henry Ford David Lanier Lewis, 1976 Skillful
journalism and meticulous scholarship are combined in the full-bodied portrait of that enigmatic folk
hero, Henry Ford, and of the company he built from scratch. Writing with verve and objectivity,
David Lewis focuses on the fame, popularity, and influence of America's most unconventional
businessman and traces the history of public relations and advertising within Ford Motor Company
and the automobile industry.
  1947 ford business coupe: Memoirs of Myths and Truths Carl B. Allen, 2008-07-02 Memoirs of
Myths and Truths in an Ordinary Pebble’s Extraordinary Life. We find the author considers himself
an ordinary pebble amoung others of his time,who has gone on a desperate search for love and
approval. But even an ordinary pebbles like him can have an extraordinary life, because he is not
ordinary from the start finding at an early age confusion and embarrassment regarding whether an
accident or his mind makes him that way. It ́s not until into his young adult stream does he discover
another reason for his rebel behavior in school and life. Which as a reader, you ́ll recognized some
problems in the text of the book cover and in the book ́s writen words or spelling or sentance
structure being a struggle. You ́ll see it ́s not his schooling, it ́s his battle with being dyslexic. Yet
there is some great writing and inspiration, plus the help of a few photos, to bring you into his or
your memories and times when some myths emerged from stories and some being real truths.
Pebbles we all are, truths are maybe what we think they should be, and myths are longer lasting
then we may know. The author finds himself slowly aware of being in his September years, having a
sense of belonging to the past and present, but a much shorter future. With that comes a sense of
family, and the closeness of friends, which has brought him to this place of wonderment that has
continued from those wonderful years of youth. They have brought him to these joyous thoughts
while writing these memoirs, and making reflecting on his extraordinary life. Starting at first writing
this for all his kin and others within that stream surround him, but then realize other pebbles of this
time can bring back some reflection on these times with a little smile, some sadness, and reflection
too. He may have wandered through those youthful years winding through life’s paths and finding
some running on empty or full or too fast or too slow at the time like the automobiles of the day. His
nurturing as a child, not always satisfying, resulted in the builting many protective walls around his
self. Yet like James Dean in East of Eden or Rebel Without a Cause or Giant, there was this
desperate search for love and approval, not always available for many reasons and questionable
behavior leading to myths or truths. Seeking his own needs, while being an ordinary pebble has
resulted in finding an extraordinary life. There is a expression of views from his heart and mind
trying to embrace so much of that extraordinary life that lies hidden deeper within his self, and yet
always trying to hold and consider that these are parts of his life, whether shinning with beauty or
happiness or sadness, finding only to be viewed as an expression of soul. He has tried painting, but
now the writen word, in expressing some of those myths, spoken truths found within the soul, and
trusted memories. They carry simple but complex myths in the life of an ordinary pebble, always
amazed by the course of the streams found. These memoirs are a reflection of our times, history,
love for the automobile,then adding the racing with many encounters with lovers and places that
have been traveled that brings this extraordinary life into view. The book is about people
encountered in his life ́s stream, the persons who have enriched this life and helped him to find out
who he is. Also that going through this journey, gathering memories, myths or truths, these
moments sustained his notion of an ordinary pebble’s extraordinary life. These events have allowed
reflection on moral issues and things that are questionable judgment. He hope that you enjoy this
time traveling in this stream. Pebbles we are, yet we are still the most important part in those
stream surrounding us, finding most everyone else’s lives continue similarly within those same small
stream we live in rubbing shoulders and sharing our life ́s stream with others matter more than we
know because as others enrich our lives, we can d
  1947 ford business coupe: A Tribute to the Navy Hospital Corpsman Leslie Ray Easley,
2010-04-09 Leslie is 72 years old and is a disabled American veteran. He has been diagnosed with
PTSD and decided to write about it.



  1947 ford business coupe: Barn Find Road Trip Tom Cotter, 2015-09-28 Follow 3 guys as they
embark on a real-world collector car hunting road trip. You'll love the stories of their adventure &
the gorgeous photos of their finds.
  1947 ford business coupe: Salway v. Secretary of State, 321 MICH 211 (1948) , 1948 49
  1947 ford business coupe: American Cars, 1946-1959 J. “Kelly” Flory, Jr., 2008-11-24 From
the resumption of automobile production at the close of World War II through the 1950s, the
American auto industry would see the births and deaths of several manufacturers, great
technological advances, and an era of dramatic styling as a prospering nation asserted its growing
mobility. Cars of this period are among the most iconic vehicles ever built in the United States: the
1949 Ford, the remarkable Studebaker designs of 1950 and 1953, the 1955-1957 Chevrolets, the
Forward Look Chrysler products, the ill-fated Edsel and many others. This comprehensive reference
book details every model from each of the major manufacturers (including independents such as
Kaiser-Frazer and Crosley but excluding very low-volume marques such as Tucker) from model years
1946 through 1959. Year by year, it provides an overview of the industry and market, followed by an
individual report on each company: its main news for the year (introductions or cancellations of
models, new engines and transmissions, advertising themes, sales trends etc.); its production figures
and market status; and its powertrain offerings, paint colors and major options. The company's
models are then detailed individually with such information as body styles, prices, dimensions and
weights, standard equipment and production figures. Nearly 1,000 photographs are included.
  1947 ford business coupe: Kustom Kemps of America Jerry Titus, 1993-01-01 (from the
book) The year was 1978 and I was sitting in the back booth of the Pizza Hut in Mulvane, Kansas,
splitting a deep pan with my good friend, Darryl Starbird. Our friendship was close, and I had always
respected his opinion on just about anything to do with the automobile, and especially the “kustom”
vehicle. Not only is Darryl a champ at building kustom creations, he is also one of the top auto show
producers in the U.S. For some 21 years I had been in the shadow of this high-energy, often
unbelievable, man helping him build cars and produce car shows–a schooling that isn’t available in
any six-month course or college anywhere. I had cruised with him on the high roads, and crashed
with him on the low shoulders. Believe me, auto show producing is not for the weak or conservative.
But my interest was up, boosted by a recent writeup on ‘49-’51 Mercs, and front cover spread of a
chopped ‘51 Mercury, by Street Rodder magazine, which at the time was predominantly a “pre-’48”
street rod magazine. Someone shared an interest I felt I might be the[...]”
  1947 ford business coupe: Kustom Kemps of America Randy W. Baumgardner, 2003
  1947 ford business coupe: The Journal of the Assembly During the ... Session of the
Legislature of the State of California California. Legislature. Assembly, 1953
  1947 ford business coupe: Old Car Detective Bill Sherk, 2011-03-18 In this hilarious
collection of old car stories, Canada’s very own Old Car Detective Bill Sherk presents 80 of his
favourite stories from all 10 provinces, spanning the years from 1925 to 1965. In this book you will
meet the man in New Brunswick who chopped the top off his 1927 Whippet sedan in honour of the
coronation of Queen Elizabeth II; the young fellow from Kingston, Ontario, who thought his 1937
Ford coach looked better with all four fenders taken off; the owner of a 1947 Hudson that burned so
much oil he had to wear a snorkel mask while driving it; the father who borrowed his son’s
hot-rodded ’53 Monarch (built only in Canada!) and got pulled over by the police for street racing;
and the grandmother who moved from England to Canada and drove her Morris Minor on the wrong
side of the road. Behind every old car there’s a story waiting to be told, all the way from your
grandparents’ Model T Ford to the Mustang you drove in high school. All the stories and
photographs in this book are in chronological order from 1925 to 1965, giving you a 40-year journey
through Canada’s rich automotive heritage and brought to life by the people who owned and drove
the cars of yesteryear – and some still do! PART ONE (1925 to 1942) takes you from the middle of
the Roaring Twenties to February 1942, when the Second World War brought automobile production
to a halt for three long years. PART TWO (1946 to 1965) takes you through the Baby Boom years
when cars driven by Canadians went through many exciting changes in styling and engineering. If



you have ever owned (or still own) a car that was built between 1925 and 1965, turn to the last page
in this book to see how you can send in your story for Bill Sherk’s next book.
  1947 ford business coupe: Senate Journal Hawaii. Legislature. Senate, 1949 Includes extra
and special sessions.
  1947 ford business coupe: Road and Track , 1973
  1947 ford business coupe: Annual Report - Long Beach Water Department Long Beach
(Calif.). Water Department, 1950
  1947 ford business coupe: Annual Report Long Beach (Calif.). Water Department, 1951
  1947 ford business coupe: Standard Catalog of Ferrari 1947-2003 Mike Covelllo, Mike
Covello, 2003-06-01 Ferrari is simply the world's best known and most desirable pure bred sports
car. Everyone knows Ferrari as the ultimate exotic, yet they may not know the individual models and
details behind them. This is the first book of its kind to showcase every Ferrari road car since 1947,
complete with technical specs, options and production numbers, all in full color. This reference sorts
out the various engine families from the original 4 cylinders through the quintessential V-12s, plus
model naming and numbering, special models, and unique facts. Standard Catalog of Ferrari:
1947-2003 includes an exclusive 6 condition price guide from the editors of Old Cars Price Guide.
  1947 ford business coupe: Middletown Pacemakers Ron Roberson, 2002 Hot Rodding
began in Southern California in the 1930s and had spread throughout the United States by the mid
1950s, spawning the sport of drag racing and the advent of the Detroit muscle cars of the '60s and
'70s. Hot Rod Magazine and the National Hot Rod Association promoted the formation of responsible
car clubs to combat the delinquent reputation of hot rodders, earned through illegal street races and
Hollywood's portrayal in B movies. And thus were born the Middletown Pacemakers in 1951. The
Pacemakers brought southern Ohio its first reliability runs (1952), custom auto shows (1954), and
drag racing competitions-setting national records (1958, '63, '64) and winning national
championships (1963, '64, '65). When the hot rodders were not busy upgrading their drive train for
more horsepower or chopping and channeling for improved performance, they could often be seen
on the streets of Middletown feeding expired parking meters or rescuing motorists whose cars had
broken down or run out of gas. By 1966, as was the fate of so many hot rod clubs, the mass
production of Detroit muscle cars ushered the Pacemakers to fold.
  1947 ford business coupe: The Autocar , 1917
  1947 ford business coupe: 90 Years of Ford George H. Dammann, 1993
  1947 ford business coupe: Proceedings of the Board of Supervisors, County of Orange, in
Regular Session Orange County (N.Y.). Board of Supervisors, 1953
  1947 ford business coupe: Federal Register , 1946-08
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