1950 plymouth business coupe

1950 plymouth business coupe stands as a classic representation of American automotive design and
engineering from the post-World War Il era. This model is renowned for its distinctive styling, practical
features, and robust performance, making it a sought-after vehicle among vintage car enthusiasts and
collectors. Manufactured during a period of significant automotive innovation, the 1950 Plymouth
Business Coupe combined affordability with durability, catering primarily to business owners who
required a reliable and stylish mode of transportation. This article delves into the history, design,
mechanical specifications, and cultural impact of the 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe. Additionally, it
covers restoration tips and market value insights for prospective buyers and restorers. Explore the key

aspects that make this vintage coupe a timeless icon in the automotive world.
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Design and Styling Features
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Historical Background of the 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe

The 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe was introduced as part of Plymouth's lineup during a



transformative period in the American automobile industry. Post-World War Il, the automotive market
shifted towards providing vehicles that balanced economy and utility with style. Plymouth, a division of
Chrysler Corporation, targeted budget-conscious buyers with models like the Business Coupe, which
was designed primarily for commercial and business use. The coupe featured a two-door configuration
and was marketed as an economical vehicle ideal for small business operators who needed a practical

yet presentable car for daily work-related travel.

Position in Plymouth’s 1950 Lineup

Within Plymouth’s 1950 lineup, the Business Coupe was positioned as an entry-level model, distinct
from the more passenger-oriented coupes and sedans. It emphasized cargo space and simplicity,
often omitting rear seats to provide additional room for goods and equipment. This strategic positioning
allowed Plymouth to capture a unique market segment, appealing to small entrepreneurs and delivery

services.

Significance in Post-War American Automotive Market

The 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe was emblematic of the post-war economic boom in the United
States, where demand for versatile and reliable vehicles increased dramatically. It reflected the era's
shift towards practicality without sacrificing style, embodying the values of efficiency and durability that

were essential during the country’s rapid industrial and commercial expansion.

Design and Styling Features

The design of the 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe reflects the transitional automotive aesthetics of the
late 1940s and early 1950s. Combining rounded contours with a sturdy build, the coupe was visually
appealing while maintaining functional simplicity. Its clean lines, chrome accents, and balanced

proportions contributed to its classic look, which remains popular among vintage car enthusiasts today.



Exterior Characteristics

Featuring a streamlined body with a two-door coupe layout, the 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe was
compact yet spacious enough for business needs. The vehicle showcased a prominent front grille,
rounded fenders, and a sloping roofline that enhanced its aerodynamic profile. Chrome trim was used
tastefully around the windows, grille, and bumpers, adding a touch of sophistication to the otherwise

utilitarian design.

Color Options and Customization

Plymouth offered a variety of factory paint colors for the Business Coupe, ranging from classic black
and deep blues to more vibrant shades like maroon and green. Many owners opted for custom paint

jobs during restoration processes to personalize their vehicles while maintaining the original style cues.

Engine and Mechanical Specifications

The mechanical heart of the 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe was designed to deliver reliable
performance suited for both urban and rural business applications. Plymouth equipped the coupe with
an engine and drivetrain that balanced power and fuel efficiency, making it a practical choice for daily

operations.

Engine Details

The standard engine for the 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe was a 217.8 cubic inch (3.6L) inline six-
cylinder flathead engine. This powerplant produced approximately 97 horsepower at 3600 RPM,
providing sufficient power for city driving and light hauling. Known for its robustness and ease of

maintenance, the flathead six-cylinder engine was a hallmark of Plymouth vehicles during this era.



Transmission and Drivetrain

The Business Coupe typically featured a 3-speed manual transmission, which allowed drivers to have
better control over the vehicle’s performance. Rear-wheel drive was standard, contributing to the
coupe’s stable handling and traction. The suspension system utilized independent front suspension

and a solid rear axle, ensuring a smooth ride even on uneven road surfaces.

Performance and Fuel Economy

While not designed for speed, the 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe delivered dependable performance,
achieving a top speed of around 80 miles per hour. Its fuel economy averaged approximately 18 to 22
miles per gallon, which was respectable for the time and further enhanced its appeal to budget-

conscious business owners.

Interior and Comfort Features

The interior of the 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe was tailored to meet the practical demands of
commercial users while maintaining a degree of comfort and style. Although the focus was on
functionality, Plymouth incorporated several features to enhance the driving experience for business

operators.

Seating and Space

The Business Coupe generally featured a two-seat configuration, with no rear passenger seat to
maximize cargo space. The front bench seat was upholstered in durable materials designed to
withstand heavy use. The spacious interior allowed for easy access and provided ample legroom for

the driver and passenger.



Dashboard and Controls

The dashboard was simple yet functional, featuring essential gauges such as speedometer, fuel level,
and temperature indicators. Controls were ergonomically arranged for ease of use, and the inclusion of
a basic heater provided comfort during colder months. The absence of advanced amenities reflected

the vehicle’s focus on business utility rather than luxury.

Restoration and Maintenance Tips

Restoring and maintaining a 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe requires attention to detail and
knowledge of vintage automotive systems. Due to the vehicle’s age, sourcing original parts and

ensuring mechanical integrity are key factors in successful restoration projects.

Common Restoration Challenges

Restorers often encounter challenges related to rust, worn-out mechanical components, and outdated
electrical systems. Body panels may require extensive work due to corrosion, and original engine parts
can be difficult to find. However, many reproduction parts and aftermarket components are available,

facilitating the restoration process.

Maintenance Best Practices

Regular maintenance includes routine oil changes, brake system inspections, and carburetor tuning to
ensure optimal performance. Owners are advised to use period-appropriate fluids and lubricants to
preserve the integrity of the engine and transmission. Maintaining the vehicle’s original specifications

helps retain its value and authenticity.



Essential Tools and Supplies for Restoration

Socket and wrench sets compatible with vintage fasteners

Rust removal and treatment products

Replacement gaskets and seals

Electrical wiring Kits for classic vehicles

Body filler and paint supplies matching original colors

Collectibility and Market Value

The 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe holds a special place in the classic car market due to its unique
combination of historical significance, design, and functionality. Its collectibility is influenced by factors

such as originality, condition, and rarity.

Factors Affecting Collectibility

Original paint, matching numbers engine, and well-preserved interiors significantly enhance the
vehicle’s desirability among collectors. The Business Coupe’s niche as a commercial vehicle adds to
its rarity, as fewer units were produced compared to passenger models. Documentation and

provenance also play important roles in establishing market value.



Current Market Trends

In recent years, the value of the 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe has seen steady appreciation, fueled
by interest from classic car enthusiasts and investors. Prices vary widely depending on condition, with
fully restored models fetching premium prices. The availability of replacement parts and restoration
resources has contributed to a growing community of owners dedicated to preserving this automotive

classic.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe?

The 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe featured a 3.5L inline-six engine, a 3-speed manual transmission,

and was designed primarily for business use with minimal rear seating to maximize cargo space.

How much is a 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe worth today?

The value of a 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe varies based on condition, originality, and restoration

quality, typically ranging from $15,000 for project cars to over $40,000 for fully restored examples.

What makes the 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe different from other
Plymouth models of the same year?

The Business Coupe was distinguished by its two-door design with a single front bench seat and no
rear seat, intended for commercial use, unlike other Plymouth models which had rear passenger

seating.

Are parts for the 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe still available?

Yes, many parts for the 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe are still available through classic car parts

suppliers, online marketplaces, and specialty restoration shops, though some components may require



custom fabrication.

What is the fuel efficiency of the 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe?

The 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe's fuel efficiency is approximately 15-18 miles per gallon, typical

for vehicles of its era with a six-cylinder engine and heavier body.

Is the 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe a good candidate for
restoration?

Yes, the 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe is considered a good candidate for restoration due to its
classic design, historical significance, and relatively affordable market price compared to other vintage

American cars.

Additional Resources

1. The Classic Charm: 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe

This book delves into the history and design of the 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe, highlighting its
significance in post-war American automotive culture. It explores the engineering innovations and
stylistic choices that made this model a favorite among business professionals. Richly illustrated with

vintage photographs, it offers enthusiasts a detailed look at the coupe’s unique features.

2. Restoring the 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe: A Step-by-Step Guide

A comprehensive manual for classic car restorers, this book provides detailed instructions on how to
bring a 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe back to its original glory. Covering everything from engine
rebuilding to interior upholstery, it is an invaluable resource for hobbyists and professionals alike. The

guide includes tips on sourcing authentic parts and maintaining historical accuracy.

3. American Classics: The Story of Plymouth’s 1950 Business Coupe
This narrative chronicles the development and impact of the 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe within the

broader context of American automotive history. It discusses Plymouth’s strategy to capture the



business market with this model and examines its reception by consumers and critics. The book

combines technical analysis with cultural commentary for a well-rounded perspective.

4. Plymouth Power: Engines and Performance of the 1950 Business Coupe

Focused on the mechanical aspects, this book explores the engine design and performance
capabilities of the 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe. It explains the technical specifications, innovations,
and modifications that made the coupe a reliable and powerful vehicle in its class. Enthusiasts will

appreciate the detailed diagrams and performance testing results included.

5. The 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe in Popular Culture

This work investigates how the 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe has been featured in films, television,
and advertising throughout the decades. It highlights the car’s role as a symbol of mid-century
Americana and its lasting appeal among collectors and fans. The book includes interviews with

historians and collectors who share personal anecdotes.

6. Collecting and Valuing the 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe

A guide for collectors, this book offers insights into the market value, rarity, and investment potential of
the 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe. It provides advice on identifying authentic models, assessing
condition, and making informed purchases. The book also profiles notable collections and auction

results.

7. Design Evolution: From 1940s to 1950s Plymouth Business Coupe

This title traces the design changes and stylistic evolution that led to the creation of the 1950 Plymouth
Business Coupe. It compares earlier models with the 1950 version, emphasizing improvements in
aesthetics, comfort, and functionality. The book includes sketches, design blueprints, and commentary

from automotive designers.

8. Driving the Past: Personal Stories of the 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe Owners
A collection of firsthand accounts and stories from individuals who have owned and driven the 1950
Plymouth Business Coupe over the years. These narratives provide a personal look at what made the

car special to its owners, from daily commutes to special occasions. The book captures the emotional



connection between classic cars and their drivers.

9. Maintenance and Upkeep for the 1950 Plymouth Business Coupe

This practical handbook focuses on routine maintenance and repair tips specifically tailored for the
1950 Plymouth Business Coupe. It covers essential tasks such as oil changes, brake adjustments, and
electrical system troubleshooting. Perfect for owners who want to keep their classic coupe running

smoothly with minimal hassle.
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1950 plymouth business coupe: Vintage Speed Parts Tony Thacker, 2022-10-10 Follow the
history of hot rodding through this nostalgic look at vintage speed equipment. When most people
think of speed parts, they rewind a few decades and think back to the Ford flatheads that were so
prevalent in the 1940s and 1950s. However, did you know that the speed parts industry began way
back in the Model T era? It's true. As soon as vehicles were mass produced, manufacturers were
looking for ways to make them faster. Manufacturers, such as Roof, Rajo, Winfield, Miller,
Frontenac, and Holley, made speed parts for 4-cylinder Model T engines and accomplished speeds of
up to 100 mph! In Vintage Speed Parts: The Equipment That Fueled the Industry, veteran hot rod
historian Tony Thacker looks at the history of hot rodding through the eyes of speed equipment
manufacturers. Covered chronologically, the book begins with the early 4-cylinder engines. In 1932,
Henry Ford introduced the flathead V-8, which was slow to be adopted as the engine of choice in
racing until the parts industry caught up. Once it did, the flathead, although interrupted by the war,



was the engine to run until the automobile manufacturers introduced overhead-valve V-8 engines in
the late 1940s. Chrysler's early-1950s Hemi and Chevrolet's small-block V-8 in 1955 spelled the end
for the flattie. Both mills dominated well into the 1970s, and the speed industry was there to support
all platforms in spades. During that period, every auto manufacturer made a V-8 worthy of
modification, and the speed industry boomed. Eventually, the speed equipment manufacturers grew
to the point of becoming corporate entities, as mergers and acquisitions became the much less
interesting story. Parts covered include special cylinder heads, magnetos, camshaft and valvetrain
upgrades, downdraft carburetors, headers, multiple-carburetor setups, and even superchargers.
Everyone figured out how to make engines more powerful, upgrading with the type of parts that
were being produced decades later, even to today. Join in the fun of reviewing the history of speed
through this fascinating tale of vintage speed parts.
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the world prepared to leave an unforgettable year behind, Dason Wowk began planning a
one-of-a-kind project to bring some positivity to his friends and family during dark times. The idea
was simple yet profound: every day for a whole year, starting on the first day of 2021, he would
write a short story on social media about a vehicle that had left a mark on him. Wowk’s “Auto”
Biography compiles his stories and captures the essence of a lifelong passion for all things
automotive, a love passed down from father to son with the gift of a tiny toy car. From a small
tractor in his grandfather’s yard to exotic dream cars at the racetrack, every vehicle tells a story.
“Auto” Biography is not just about cars; it’s about the power of memories and an enduring love for
vehicles. Buckle up, take a ride through the author’s incredible year of wheels and memories, and
ignite your passion for the road ahead.
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Mark R. Brinker,

1950 plymouth business coupe: Speed, Guts, and Glory Joe Garner, 2008-12-14 New York
Times bestselling author Joe Garner brings the sights, sounds, and thrills of NASCAR to vivid life in
this authoritative and exciting book. Stockcar racing is fast becoming America’s most popular
spectator sport, and now bestselling author and broadcasting veteran Joe Garner captures the most
important moments in NASCAR history, including: Dale Earnhardt, Sr.’s triumphant Daytona 500
victory King Richard Petty’s 200th victory, with Ronald Reagan in attendance as the first president
to attend a NASCAR event Jeff Gordon’s amazing dream season The closest finish in NASCAR
history—a mere .002 of a second! Dale Earnhardt Jr.’s Daytona victory—on the one-year anniversary
of his father’s death on the same speedway.

1950 plymouth business coupe: Ultimate Hot Rod Dictionary: A-Bombs to Zoomies Jeff
Breitenstein, Every hot rodding magazine ever published (not to mention numerous books and
countless web sites) has taken stabs at creating comprehensive glossaries of automotive enthusiasts
terms and phrases. Finally Motorbooks has done it right with the publication of The Ultimate Hot
Rod Dictionary. The title says it all. This book is 243 pages thick and includes more than 1,600 words
and phrases, with definitions, phrase origins and examples of usage. In addition, the dictionary
includes more than 225 line-art illustrations.If you never thought you'd find yourself reading a
dictionary, this informative and fun book may surprise you. - Rod and Custom, October,

2004 Perplexed about Peg Leggers? Curious about Crazy Stacks? Every enthusiast group inevitably
spawns its own slang, but few are as rich as that which has evolved around the world of hot rods and
customs. Once a unique American sub-language, the gearhead vernacular has long since gone
global. Containing some 1,700 entries, this first-ever dictionary of the colorful language and
phraseology that has developed in the world of hot rodding and customizing features not just terms
used to describe the technologies and designs, but also those pertaining to the culture itself. In the
end it's not just a dictionary with something for everyone from newbies to vets, but a book that
reveals how the customizers have, in fact, customized their lingo. Includes specially commissioned
line-art illustrations and cross-references for related or like terms.
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