
1979 chevy truck fuse box diagram
1979 chevy truck fuse box diagram is an essential reference for anyone looking to understand or
repair the electrical system of a 1979 Chevrolet truck. The fuse box, also known as the fuse panel,
houses various fuses and relays that protect the vehicle’s electrical circuits from overcurrent. Having
a detailed and accurate diagram can simplify troubleshooting electrical issues, identifying blown
fuses, and performing proper replacements. This article provides a comprehensive guide to the 1979
Chevy truck fuse box diagram, including the layout, fuse functions, troubleshooting tips, and
maintenance advice. Whether for restoration, repair, or routine inspection, understanding the fuse
box is critical for maintaining the truck’s electrical integrity. The following sections will explore the
fuse box location, fuse identification, common problems, and safety precautions.

Location of the Fuse Box in the 1979 Chevy Truck

Understanding the Fuse Box Diagram

Common Fuse Functions and Ratings

Troubleshooting Electrical Issues Using the Fuse Box

Maintenance and Safety Tips for the Fuse Box

Location of the Fuse Box in the 1979 Chevy Truck
The first step in working with the 1979 Chevy truck fuse box diagram is knowing where the fuse box is
located. For the 1979 Chevrolet trucks, the fuse box is typically found inside the cab, on the driver’s
side. Specifically, it is mounted under the dashboard near the steering column or on the driver-side
kick panel. This placement allows for easy access when inspecting or replacing fuses.

Some models might have auxiliary fuse boxes located in the engine bay or near the battery, which
handle high-current circuits such as the ignition system or headlights. Knowing the exact location
helps in quickly identifying the correct fuse box when referencing the diagram for repairs or
diagnostics.

Accessing the Fuse Box
Access to the fuse box is usually straightforward, with a removable cover protecting the fuses and
relays. The cover often contains a printed fuse box diagram or label that identifies the fuse positions
and their respective amperage ratings. Removing this cover carefully is important to avoid damage to
the panel or the fuses themselves.



Understanding the Fuse Box Diagram
The 1979 Chevy truck fuse box diagram provides a visual representation of the fuses, their locations,
and the circuits they protect. This schematic is crucial for correctly identifying which fuse corresponds
to specific vehicle systems such as lighting, horn, heater, radio, and ignition. The diagram typically
includes fuse numbers, amperage ratings, and sometimes color codes.

Interpreting the fuse box diagram requires familiarity with common automotive electrical terminology
and symbols. The diagram may be printed on the fuse box cover, the owner’s manual, or available
through repair manuals dedicated to classic Chevy trucks.

Common Elements in the Diagram
The diagram usually consists of the following components:

Fuse Slots: Represented as boxes or rectangles, indicating physical fuse positions.

Fuse Ratings: Numbers indicating the amperage limit of each fuse, ensuring the correct fuse
is used.

Circuit Descriptions: Labels or abbreviations showing which electrical component or system
each fuse protects.

Relays: Some diagrams include relays that control higher current circuits.

Common Fuse Functions and Ratings
Each fuse in the 1979 Chevy truck fuse box serves to protect a specific circuit by breaking the
electrical flow if the current exceeds the fuse rating. Understanding the function and rating of each
fuse aids in proper maintenance and troubleshooting electrical faults.

Typical fuses and their functions found in the 1979 Chevy truck include:

Headlights Fuse: Usually rated between 10A and 20A, protects the headlight circuit.

Horn Fuse: Often a 10A fuse, safeguards the horn electrical path.

Heater and Defroster Fuse: Protects the blower motor and heating elements, typically 15A
or 20A.

Ignition Fuse: Ensures the ignition system is protected, commonly a 15A fuse.

Radio Fuse: Protects the audio system, generally a lower amperage fuse like 10A.

Accessory Fuse: Covers auxiliary power outlets or cigarette lighters, usually 15A.

Each fuse rating is specifically chosen based on the electrical load of the protected circuit to prevent



damage to wiring and components.

Troubleshooting Electrical Issues Using the Fuse Box
Using the 1979 Chevy truck fuse box diagram is a fundamental step in diagnosing electrical problems.
A blown fuse can cause components to stop functioning, and identifying the correct fuse to inspect is
critical for efficient troubleshooting.

Common steps to troubleshoot using the fuse box diagram include:

Identify the malfunctioning system: Determine which electrical component is not working1.
properly.

Locate the corresponding fuse: Use the fuse box diagram to find the fuse protecting that2.
circuit.

Inspect the fuse: Remove the fuse and visually check for a broken filament or discoloration3.
indicating a blown fuse.

Test the fuse: Use a multimeter to check for continuity if visual inspection is inconclusive.4.

Replace the fuse: If blown, replace with a fuse of the same amperage rating to restore proper5.
operation.

Investigate recurring issues: If the fuse blows repeatedly, inspect the wiring and6.
components for shorts or malfunctions.

Common Electrical Problems Related to the Fuse Box
Some frequent issues involving the fuse box include:

Corroded or loose fuse terminals causing intermittent electrical failures.

Incorrect fuse replacement leading to blown fuses or potential damage.

Damaged fuse box housing or cover causing exposure to moisture or dirt.

Electrical shorts in wiring harnesses causing fuse blowouts.

Maintenance and Safety Tips for the Fuse Box
Proper maintenance of the 1979 Chevy truck fuse box ensures longevity and reliability of the truck’s
electrical system. Regular inspection and care can prevent unexpected breakdowns and electrical
hazards.



Key maintenance and safety recommendations include:

Regular Inspection: Periodically check the fuse box for signs of corrosion, dirt, or damage.

Use Correct Fuse Ratings: Always replace fuses with the recommended amperage to avoid
electrical faults.

Keep the Fuse Box Dry: Ensure the fuse box and its cover are free from moisture to prevent
corrosion or short circuits.

Handle Fuses Carefully: Use appropriate tools or fuse pullers to avoid damaging the fuse or
the fuse holder.

Consult the Diagram: Always refer to the 1979 Chevy truck fuse box diagram before
replacing or testing fuses.

Professional Help: Seek professional assistance if multiple fuses blow repeatedly or if
electrical problems persist.

Adhering to these practices helps maintain the electrical system’s integrity and prevents potential
safety hazards associated with electrical failures.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find a fuse box diagram for a 1979 Chevy truck?
You can find a 1979 Chevy truck fuse box diagram in the vehicle's service manual, online forums
dedicated to classic Chevy trucks, or websites that offer vintage automotive wiring diagrams.

What are the common fuses listed in the 1979 Chevy truck
fuse box diagram?
Common fuses in the 1979 Chevy truck fuse box include fuses for headlights, turn signals, horn,
windshield wipers, heater, and ignition system.

How do I identify the fuse box location in a 1979 Chevy truck?
In a 1979 Chevy truck, the fuse box is typically located under the dashboard on the driver's side or
near the glove compartment. Checking the owner's manual can provide exact location.

Can I use a 1979 Chevy truck fuse box diagram for other
Chevy truck models?
While some fuse box diagrams are similar across Chevy trucks from the same era, it's best to use the
exact 1979 Chevy truck fuse box diagram to ensure accuracy due to possible variations in wiring and
fuse assignments.



What should I do if a fuse keeps blowing in my 1979 Chevy
truck?
If a fuse keeps blowing, inspect the wiring and components connected to that fuse for shorts or faults.
Use the fuse box diagram to identify the circuit and troubleshoot accordingly.

Are there online resources or PDFs available for the 1979
Chevy truck fuse box diagram?
Yes, several websites and online forums offer downloadable PDFs and images of the 1979 Chevy truck
fuse box diagram. Websites like ClassicCarWiring.com or Chevy truck enthusiast forums are good
places to start.

How do I replace a fuse in the 1979 Chevy truck fuse box?
First, locate the fuse box and identify the faulty fuse using the diagram. Then, pull out the blown fuse
using a fuse puller or needle-nose pliers and replace it with a new fuse of the same amperage rating.

What type of fuses does a 1979 Chevy truck use?
The 1979 Chevy truck typically uses blade-type fuses, but some older models may have glass tube
fuses. Consult the fuse box diagram or service manual to confirm the exact fuse type.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding 1979 Chevy Truck Electrical Systems
This book offers a detailed exploration of the electrical components found in 1979 Chevy trucks,
including comprehensive diagrams and troubleshooting tips. It is designed for both beginners and
experienced mechanics who want to understand wiring layouts, fuse boxes, and electrical repairs. The
guide emphasizes safety and efficiency when working on classic Chevy trucks.

2. The Complete Guide to Chevy Truck Fuse Boxes: 1967-1987
Covering two decades of Chevy trucks, this book focuses extensively on fuse box diagrams and
electrical schematics. Readers will find clear illustrations and step-by-step instructions for identifying
and replacing fuses, relays, and wiring harnesses. It’s an essential resource for restoring or
maintaining vintage Chevy trucks.

3. Classic Chevy Truck Wiring & Electrical Repair Manual
A practical manual that dives into the wiring systems of classic Chevy trucks, with a dedicated section
on the 1979 models. It includes detailed fuse box layouts, troubleshooting strategies, and tips for
upgrading electrical components without compromising originality. Mechanics and enthusiasts alike
will benefit from its clear, concise guidance.

4. Chevy Truck Restoration: Electrical Systems and Wiring Diagrams
This restoration-focused book provides a comprehensive overview of electrical systems in Chevy
trucks, highlighting the 1979 models. It features detailed fuse box diagrams and wiring schematics,
helping restorers ensure authenticity and functionality. The book also covers common electrical issues
and solutions tailored to classic Chevy trucks.



5. Wiring Diagrams for 1970s Chevy Trucks
Specializing in the 1970s era, this book compiles wiring diagrams, fuse box layouts, and connector
details for Chevy trucks, including the 1979 model year. It serves as an invaluable reference for
diagnosing electrical problems and performing repairs. The diagrams are easy to follow, making it a
useful tool for hobbyists and professionals.

6. Electrical Troubleshooting for Chevy Trucks: Focus on 1979 Models
Focused specifically on troubleshooting electrical issues in 1979 Chevy trucks, this book guides
readers through understanding fuse box components and related circuits. It provides diagnostic
flowcharts, fuse box diagrams, and repair techniques to quickly identify and fix electrical faults. The
book is tailored to improve repair accuracy and reduce downtime.

7. 1979 Chevy Truck Maintenance and Repair Handbook
This comprehensive handbook covers maintenance and repair topics for 1979 Chevy trucks, with an
emphasis on electrical system upkeep. It includes fuse box diagrams, wiring tips, and common
electrical problem resolutions. The book is ideal for owners who want to maintain their truck’s
reliability and original electrical integrity.

8. Chevy Truck Electrical Systems: From Basics to Advanced Repair
Designed to take readers from fundamental concepts to advanced repair techniques, this book
includes extensive coverage of fuse box diagrams for various Chevy trucks, including 1979 models. It
explains electrical theory, component functions, and practical repair strategies. The book is a great
resource for both novices and seasoned mechanics.

9. Restoring the 1979 Chevy Truck: Electrical and Mechanical Insights
This restoration guide focuses on both electrical and mechanical systems of the 1979 Chevy truck,
with detailed fuse box diagrams and wiring schematics. It offers advice on sourcing authentic parts
and performing accurate electrical restorations. The book is perfect for enthusiasts aiming to bring
their classic Chevy trucks back to showroom condition.
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