
1980's music trivia questions and answers
1980's music trivia questions and answers offer a fascinating glimpse into one of the most
vibrant and diverse decades in music history. The 1980s were marked by the rise of new wave,
synth-pop, glam metal, and the early days of hip-hop, making the era rich with iconic artists,
groundbreaking albums, and unforgettable hits. This article explores a wide range of trivia questions
and answers that test knowledge about the decade’s biggest stars, influential albums, and
memorable moments in music. From legendary bands like Queen and U2 to solo superstars like
Michael Jackson and Madonna, the 1980s shaped the soundscape of modern music in profound
ways. Whether for casual fans or serious music buffs, these trivia questions provide an engaging way
to revisit the decade’s musical milestones. The following sections cover general trivia, artist-specific
questions, genre highlights, and challenging queries to deepen understanding of 1980's music
culture.

General 1980's Music Trivia Questions and Answers

Iconic Artists and Bands of the 1980s

Popular Music Genres and Their Influence

Challenging 1980's Music Trivia for Experts

General 1980's Music Trivia Questions and Answers
This section presents a broad selection of general 1980's music trivia questions and answers that
cover popular songs, albums, and notable music events from the decade. These questions highlight
the decade’s most memorable and influential musical moments, providing a solid foundation for
anyone interested in 1980s music history.

Popular Songs and Hits
The 1980s produced numerous chart-topping hits that continue to resonate today. Questions in this
category focus on identifying these songs and their artists, as well as interesting facts about their
release and success.

Q: Which Michael Jackson album, released in 1982, became the best-selling album of all time?1.
A: Thriller

Q: Who sang the 1984 hit “Like a Virgin”?2.
A: Madonna

Q: What 1983 song by The Police features the lyrics “Every breath you take, every move you3.
make”?
A: “Every Breath You Take”



Q: Which band is known for the 1987 anthem “Livin’ on a Prayer”?4.
A: Bon Jovi

Music Events and Milestones
Important music events and milestones from the 1980s offer rich trivia material. This includes major
concerts, award ceremonies, and technological advancements in music production and distribution.

Q: What was the name of the first globally televised music event in 1985 that raised funds for
African famine relief?
A: Live Aid

Q: Which 1980s music video helped launch the popularity of MTV?
A: “Video Killed the Radio Star” by The Buggles

Q: What groundbreaking music format, introduced in the 1980s, revolutionized how music was
consumed?
A: The Compact Disc (CD)

Iconic Artists and Bands of the 1980s
The 1980s gave rise to numerous iconic artists and bands whose influence remains strong today.
This section delves into trivia questions and answers related to these legendary figures, exploring
their careers, hits, and unique contributions to the decade’s sound.

Michael Jackson and the King of Pop
Known as the King of Pop, Michael Jackson’s impact on 1980s music is unmatched. Trivia questions
here highlight his albums, music videos, and cultural significance during the decade.

Q: In which year was Michael Jackson’s album “Bad” released?
A: 1987

Q: Which 1983 music video featured Michael Jackson’s iconic moonwalk?
A: “Billie Jean”

Q: How many Grammy Awards did Michael Jackson win in 1984?
A: Eight



Madonna and the Queen of Pop
Madonna emerged as one of the most influential female pop artists of the 1980s. Trivia questions
focus on her breakthrough hits, albums, and impact on fashion and music videos.

Q: Which 1985 Madonna song became an anthem for empowerment and independence?1.
A: “Material Girl”

Q: What was Madonna’s debut studio album called?2.
A: Madonna (1983)

Q: Which movie starring Madonna was released in 1985?3.
A: Desperately Seeking Susan

Other Notable Bands and Artists
The 1980s music scene was diverse, with influential bands and artists spanning multiple genres. This
subtopic covers trivia about groups such as U2, Queen, Duran Duran, and others who defined the
decade.

Q: Which Irish rock band released the album “The Joshua Tree” in 1987?
A: U2

Q: Name the British band famous for hits like “Hungry Like the Wolf” and “Rio.”
A: Duran Duran

Q: Which Queen song featured in the 1980 movie “Flash Gordon” became a cult classic?
A: “Flash’s Theme”

Popular Music Genres and Their Influence
The 1980s was a decade of musical experimentation and genre blending. This section explores trivia
questions and answers related to the various music styles that emerged or evolved during the era,
including synth-pop, glam metal, hip-hop, and more.

Synth-Pop and New Wave
Synth-pop and new wave dominated much of the early 1980s music scene, characterized by
electronic sounds and innovative production techniques. Trivia questions focus on key artists and
songs within these genres.

Q: Which band had a hit in 1981 with “Don’t You Want Me”?1.
A: The Human League



Q: What synthesizer-heavy band released the album “Dare” in 1981?2.
A: The Human League

Q: Name the lead singer of the band Depeche Mode.3.
A: Dave Gahan

Glam Metal and Rock
The glam metal genre combined flashy aesthetics with hard rock sounds during the mid to late
1980s. Trivia questions highlight the most popular bands and their signature songs.

Q: Which band is known for the anthem “Sweet Child o’ Mine”?
A: Guns N’ Roses

Q: Name the lead vocalist of Mötley Crüe.
A: Vince Neil

Q: What 1987 album by Bon Jovi features “You Give Love a Bad Name”?
A: Slippery When Wet

Hip-Hop and Rap Emergence
The 1980s saw the rise of hip-hop and rap as major musical forces. Trivia questions in this category
focus on pioneering artists, landmark tracks, and the cultural impact of these genres.

Q: Which group released the influential 1984 album “Run-D.M.C.”?1.
A: Run-D.M.C.

Q: What 1982 single by Grandmaster Flash and the Furious Five became a socially conscious2.
anthem?
A: “The Message”

Q: Who is known as the “Godfather of Hip-Hop”?3.
A: DJ Kool Herc

Challenging 1980's Music Trivia for Experts
This section presents more difficult 1980's music trivia questions and answers aimed at experts and
enthusiasts who want to test their deep knowledge of the decade’s musical nuances, lesser-known
facts, and rare details.



Obscure Facts About Albums and Songs
These questions focus on lesser-known details about popular albums and songs that require
advanced familiarity with 1980s music history.

Q: Which 1986 album by Peter Gabriel was accompanied by a groundbreaking interactive
video game?
A: So

Q: What was the original title of the song “Eye of the Tiger” by Survivor?
A: “Survivor” (same as band name; no original different title)

Q: Which 1980s hit was inspired by a dream of its songwriter about a dystopian future?
A: “Sweet Dreams (Are Made of This)” by Eurythmics

Rare Band Lineup and Collaboration Questions
Trivia relating to unusual band member changes, collaborations, and guest appearances during the
1980s present a real challenge for aficionados.

Q: Which iconic guitarist joined David Bowie’s band for the “Let’s Dance” album?1.
A: Stevie Ray Vaughan

Q: Name the lead singer who replaced Peter Gabriel in Genesis during the 1980s.2.
A: Phil Collins (who was already lead singer since 1975 but became more prominent in the
80s)

Q: Which 1980s collaboration featured Queen and David Bowie?3.
A: “Under Pressure”

Trivia on Music Videos and Awards
The emergence of MTV and music videos brought new dimensions to 1980s music culture, spawning
trivia about iconic videos and award ceremonies.

Q: Which artist won the first-ever MTV Video Music Award for Best Male Video in 1984?
A: David Bowie for “Let’s Dance”

Q: What 1985 music video featured a star-studded cast including Cyndi Lauper and Huey
Lewis?
A: “We Are the World”

Q: Which 1980s music video was directed by John Landis and featured a horror-comedy style?
A: Michael Jackson’s “Thriller”



Frequently Asked Questions

Which 1980s artist is known as the 'King of Pop'?
Michael Jackson

What was the name of the debut album by Madonna released
in the 1980s?
Madonna

Which 1980s band released the hit song 'Eye of the Tiger'?
Survivor

What iconic 1980s music video featured a zombie dance?
Thriller by Michael Jackson

Which 1980s British band is famous for the song 'Every Breath
You Take'?
The Police

Who sang the 1984 hit 'Like a Virgin'?
Madonna

Which 1980s rock band had a famous song titled 'Livin' on a
Prayer'?
Bon Jovi

Additional Resources
1. Totally 80s: The Ultimate Music Trivia Guide
This book dives deep into the vibrant world of 1980s music, offering fans a fun and challenging
collection of trivia questions and answers. Covering genres from pop to rock and new wave, it
highlights iconic artists, hit songs, and memorable music moments. Perfect for party games or solo
quizzes, it brings the decade’s soundtrack to life with fascinating facts and insights.

2. Back to the 80s: A Decade of Music Trivia
Explore the unforgettable sounds of the 1980s with this comprehensive trivia book focused on music



from the era. Featuring questions about chart-topping hits, legendary bands, and one-hit wonders,
it’s designed for both casual listeners and hardcore fans. Each answer section provides additional
context, making it an educational and entertaining read.

3. Electric 80s: Music Trivia and Fun Facts
Electric 80s offers a lively collection of trivia questions that celebrate the eclectic and electric music
scene of the 1980s. From synth-pop pioneers to glam metal icons, the book covers a wide range of
artists and trends. With detailed answers and fun facts, it’s a great companion for anyone looking to
test or expand their 80s music knowledge.

4. Flashback 1980s: Music Trivia You Should Know
Flashback 1980s is packed with engaging trivia questions about the decade’s most influential songs,
albums, and artists. The book emphasizes the cultural impact of music during the 80s, including
MTV’s rise and the birth of music videos. Readers will enjoy revisiting classic tunes and discovering
lesser-known facts about their favorite stars.

5. Hit Rewind: 1980s Music Trivia and Answers
Hit Rewind is a must-have for 80s music enthusiasts seeking a challenging yet enjoyable trivia
experience. It encompasses a variety of questions, from easy to difficult, covering everything from
Michael Jackson’s moonwalk to the emergence of hip-hop. Detailed answers provide context and
background, making it a great resource for music lovers and trivia buffs alike.

6. Neon Nights: The 80s Music Trivia Challenge
Neon Nights captures the colorful and dynamic spirit of the 1980s music scene through a series of
trivia challenges. The book highlights influential bands, breakthrough albums, and unforgettable
music festivals of the decade. Its engaging format encourages readers to test their knowledge and
learn intriguing tidbits about 80s pop culture.

7. Radical 80s: Music Trivia for True Fans
Radical 80s is crafted for die-hard fans who want to dive deep into the trivia of the decade’s biggest
music moments. The book includes questions on everything from underground hits to mainstream
success stories, shining a light on the diversity of 80s music. Each answer segment offers detailed
explanations, enhancing appreciation for the era’s musical innovation.

8. Mixtape Memories: 1980s Music Trivia Collection
Mixtape Memories compiles a nostalgic set of trivia questions that transport readers back to the
golden age of cassette tapes and radio hits. Covering a broad spectrum of artists and genres, it
reflects the era’s unique blend of styles and sounds. This collection is perfect for reminiscing or
discovering new facts about 80s music legends.

9. Pop and Rock 80s: Trivia Questions and Answers
Pop and Rock 80s focuses on the two dominant genres that defined much of the decade’s music
landscape. The book challenges readers with questions about chart successes, band lineups, and
iconic music videos. With well-researched answers, it provides a rich overview of the decade’s
musical achievements and cultural milestones.
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  1980 s music trivia questions and answers: Country Music Trivia and Fact Book Country
Music Hall of Fame,, Ernie Couch, 1996-09-29 This popular question-and-answer book has been
revised and updated to include the newest stars, latest songs, and most current statistics.
Illustrated.
  1980 s music trivia questions and answers: 1000 Stranger Things Quiz Questions - The
Ultimate Stranger Things Trivia Challenge Mike Steed, 2022-10-01 The book that follows
contains one thousand questions all about the amazing Netflix show Stranger Things. Your
knowledge on all aspects of the show will put to a severe test in the many questions which follow.
The questions cover a range of subjects - from the cast, to plotlines, to characters, to pop culture
references, and so on. So, put down that waffle and walkie-talkie, dim the lights, and prepare to take
on the ultimate Stranger Things trivia challenge!
  1980 s music trivia questions and answers: What's Your Hi-Fi Q? Scott Poulson-Bryant,
Smokey D. Fontaine, 2002-05-21 Two veteran music journalists provide the ultimate trivia test,
quizzing on every black music genre from the funk and soul of the '70s to the rap and R&B of today.
Two-color throughout. 60 photos.
  1980 s music trivia questions and answers: They Call Me Baba Booey Gary Dell'Abate,
Chad Millman, 2011-05-31 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Includes all-new ma-ma-material! ALL
NEW CHAPTER: Baba Booey’s Afghanistan Journal! and . . . the Shvoogie Buzzer story! One of pop
culture’s great enduring unsung heroes: Gary Dell’Abate, Howard Stern Show producer, miracle
worker, professional good sport, and servant to the King of All Media, tells the story of his early
years and reveals how his chaotic childhood and early obsessions prepared him for life at the center
of the greatest show on earth. Baba Booey! Baba Booey! It was a slip of the tongue—that
unfortunately was heard by a few million listeners—but in that split second a nickname, a persona, a
rallying cry, and a phenomenon was born. Some would say it was the moment Gary Dell’Abate, the
long-suffering heroic producer of The Howard Stern Show, for better or worse, finally came into his
own. In They Call Me Baba Booey, Dell’Abate explains how his early life was the perfect training
ground for the day-to-day chaos that comes with producing the most popular radio show on earth.
Growing up on Long Island in the 1970s, the youngest of three boys born to a clinically depressed
mother, Gary learned how to fend for himself when under attack. Obsessed with music, he listened
with religious intensity to Casey Kasem's Top 40 every Sunday morning, compulsively bought 45s of
his favorite songs, and nerdily copied the lyrics into a notebook. Music became an ordering principle
to his life, even as the chaos at home got out of hand. Dell’Abate’s memoir sketches the trajectory
from the obsessive pop-music trivia buff to the man in the beekeeper’s mask who handily defeats his
opponents playing “Stump the Booey.” We learn about the memorable moments in his life that
taught him to endure epic bouts of humiliation and get his unique perspective on some of his favorite
Stern show episodes—such as the day he nearly killed the Mets mascot while throwing out the first
pitch, or the time his mother called Howard’s mother and demanded an apology. Hilarious, painful,
and eye-opening, it’s Gary as you’ve never seen him before, telling a story that even Stern show
insiders can’t begin to imagine.
  1980 s music trivia questions and answers: 1,000 Super Fun Mind-Bending Totally
Awesome Trivia Questions National Geographic Kids, 2015 Presents 1000 trivia questions and
answers on various subjects, from biology and technology to mathematics, history, and popular
culture, including innovative map, photographic, and game show quizzes.
  1980 s music trivia questions and answers: 80s Music Trivia Quiz Book Clint Glover,
2015-04-23 Think you know all about the artists, songs and number one hits of the 1980s? See how
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much you know and take a trip down memory lane as you remember all the great music from the
80's.Test your knowledge of the music of the 1980's by completing the 35 quiz rounds within this
book. The book has 350 questions covering the whole of this amazing decade of music.
  1980 s music trivia questions and answers: Billboard , 1981-08-01 In its 114th year,
Billboard remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand,
content and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.
  1980 s music trivia questions and answers: Stanley Newman Presents Entertainment Trivia
Puzzles David Fialkoff, 2006-06-13 Do you love to impress your friends with movie trivia? Enjoy
quoting your favorite TV moments? Have a soft spot in your heart for pop music? Then this is the
puzzle book for you Packed with fascinating trivia about the entertainment industry, this book has a
wide range of questions and games about movies, television, music, books, and plays. This book
includes more than twenty engaging, original puzzles that will test your trivia knowledge in creative
and fun ways, and leave you applauding for more Example: Synonym Spoonerisms The words and
phrases paired here are synonyms of spoonerisms (initial sound reversals) of the names of famous
people. The first one has been done to help get you started. 1. Vulgar/mouth joint LEWD JAW: JUDE
LAW 2. Not tight / French cheese (actor & martial artist) 3. Gave a meal to / Stones (comedian) 4.
60's slang for home / Person from England (actor) 5. Quite a few / Biased (actress & director) 6.
Fibrous cereal ingredient / Goose feathers (author) Puzzlemeter: Difficulty-3; Style-4
  1980 s music trivia questions and answers: American Top 40 with Casey Kasem Pete
Battistini, 2010 Pete Battistini released American Top 40 with Casey Kasem (The 1970's) in 2005.
Now comes the follow-up, American Top 40 with Casey Kasem (The 1980's). Battistini painstakingly
documented approximately 425 weekly, Casey Kasem-hosted countdown programs from the 80s, and
compiled individual program summaries for each week exclusively for this book. In addition, the text
includes a complete list of all radio stations, in the U.S. and around the world, that carried the
program. Coupled with numerous testimonials of both AT40 insiders and listeners, and more than a
hundred illustrations from the 80s, this book is brimming with highlights of the greatest radio
program ever!
  1980 s music trivia questions and answers: Billboard , 1981-12-26 In its 114th year,
Billboard remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand,
content and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.
  1980 s music trivia questions and answers: Turning It Around Todd Whitaker, Courtney
Monterecy, 2024-09-05 What needs to be improved at your school? In this essential new book, Todd
Whitaker and Courtney Monterecy provide a clear roadmap to making the changes that will bring
lasting benefits to your students and staff, whether those changes are small tweaks or larger
overhauls. You’ll learn step-by-step ways to diagnose the issues and listen to your staff about what
needs to change, to hire more effectively and improve the teachers you have, to implement
structures and coaching to address student behavior, and to communicate before you need to.
Whitaker and Monterecy also show you how to grow as a leader by making time for what only you
can do, by developing other leaders within the building, and by always communicating your why.
Each chapter is filled with helpful strategies and inspiring true stories. With this book's wisdom and
practical takeaways, you will have the courage and know-how to implement the important changes
your students truly deserve.
  1980 s music trivia questions and answers: Billboard , 1985-03-30 In its 114th year,
Billboard remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand,
content and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.



  1980 s music trivia questions and answers: The Billboard Book of Top 40 Country Hits Joel
Whitburn, 2006 All the information since the earliest Billboard charts were originally compiled in
1942 is gathered into this one essential reference on country music that has been updated and
expanded to capture today's top recording artists and their biggest songs. Original.
  1980 s music trivia questions and answers: National Union Catalog, 1980 , 1981
  1980 s music trivia questions and answers: Billboard , 1984-07-21 In its 114th year,
Billboard remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand,
content and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.
  1980 s music trivia questions and answers: Rock Music in American Popular Culture Frank
Hoffmann, B Lee Cooper, Wayne S Haney, 2013-01-11 How does rock music impact culture?
According to authors B. Lee Cooper and Wayne S. Haney, it is central to the definition of society and
has had a great impact on shaping American culture. In Rock Music in American Popular Culture,
insightful essays and book reviews explore ways popular culture items can be used to explore
American values. This fascinating book is arranged alphabetically for quick and easy reference to
specific topics, but the book is equally enjoyable to read straight through.The influence of rock era
music is evident throughout the text, demonstrating how various topics in the popular culture field
are interconnected. Students in popular culture survey courses and American studies classes will be
fascinated by these unique explorations of how family businesses, games, nursery rhymes, rock and
roll legends, and other musical ventures shed light on our society and how they have shaped
American values over the years.
  1980 s music trivia questions and answers: The Ultimate Trivia Night Companion Pasquale
De Marco, 2025-05-04 **The Ultimate Trivia Night Companion** is the ultimate guide to hosting and
playing trivia nights. Whether you're a seasoned pro or a first-timer, this book has everything you
need to make your next trivia night a success. Inside, you'll find over 1500 trivia questions in a wide
range of categories, from sports and music to history and science. You'll also find advice on how to
make up your own questions, keep score, and even create your own trivia games. But **The Ultimate
Trivia Night Companion** is more than just a trivia book. It's also a great way to learn new things
and have some fun with friends. Trivia nights are a great way to bond with friends, family, or
coworkers, and they're also a great way to learn new things. So grab a copy of **The Ultimate Trivia
Night Companion** today and get ready to have some fun! In this book, you'll find everything you
need to know about trivia nights, including: * How to choose the right categories for your trivia night
* How to find and recruit players * How to set up and run a trivia night * How to keep score and
determine the winner * How to make up your own trivia questions * How to create your own trivia
games You'll also find a wealth of trivia questions in a variety of categories, including: * Sports *
Music * Movies * History * Science * Geography * Pop culture * And more! So whether you're a trivia
night veteran or a complete newbie, **The Ultimate Trivia Night Companion** has everything you
need to make your next trivia night a success. If you like this book, write a review on google books!
  1980 s music trivia questions and answers: Connect Teachers Edition 4 Jack C. Richards,
Carlos Barbisan, Chuck Sandy, 2004-12-13 Connect, First Edition, is a fun, 4-level, multi-skills
American English course especially written and designed for young adolescents. The comprehensive,
interleaved Teacher's Edition 4 provides teaching support for Student's Book 4, which is a
high-intermediate-level text for students aged 11-15. Teacher's Edition 4 provides step-by-step
instructions to present, practice, and review all new language. It also features the audio scripts,
optional exercises, and informative notes. The back of Teacher's Edition 4 contains a rich source of
support materials, many of which are copiable.
  1980 s music trivia questions and answers: R&B Soul Music Lee G. Edwards, 2005-05-24
There is no available information at this time. Author will provide once available.
  1980 s music trivia questions and answers: NetGames 2 Michael Wolff, 1996 Covers more
than 4,000 games and more than 100 MUDs, MUSHes, and MOOs.
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