
1951 ford business coupe
1951 ford business coupe represents an iconic vehicle in the post-war
automotive era, embodying both style and practicality. This classic car model
is highly regarded for its distinctive design, robust engineering, and
cultural significance in the early 1950s. The 1951 Ford Business Coupe was
primarily aimed at business owners and professionals who required a reliable
and economical vehicle, blending functionality with the era’s aesthetic
trends. This article delves into the history, design features, mechanical
specifications, restoration tips, and the collectible value of the 1951 Ford
Business Coupe. Whether an enthusiast or a potential buyer, understanding
these aspects offers a comprehensive insight into this classic American
automobile.
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History and Background

Introduction to the 1951 Ford Business Coupe
The 1951 Ford Business Coupe was introduced as part of Ford’s lineup during
the post-World War II automotive boom. This model was designed to cater
specifically to business users who required a two-door vehicle with ample
storage space and practicality. In contrast to passenger coupes, the business
coupe variant featured a larger trunk and no rear seat, making it ideal for
carrying goods or tools. The 1951 model year was significant as it marked the
continuation of Ford’s “shoebox” styling, characterized by its smooth lines
and streamlined appearance.

Market Position and Competitors
During the early 1950s, the automobile market was highly competitive, with
manufacturers like Chevrolet and Plymouth offering similar models. The 1951
Ford Business Coupe distinguished itself with its affordability, reliability,



and practical design. It was popular among small business owners, salesmen,
and tradesmen who needed a dependable vehicle for daily use. Ford’s
reputation for durability and widespread dealer network helped the business
coupe maintain strong sales figures throughout its production.

Design and Features

Exterior Styling
The 1951 Ford Business Coupe features a classic post-war design that blends
simplicity with subtle elegance. Its body style reflects the “shoebox” trend,
with a flat roofline and broad, rounded fenders. The two-door coupe has a
compact silhouette, accentuated by chrome trim and distinctive front grille
elements. The large rear trunk was a hallmark of the business coupe,
providing practical cargo space without a rear passenger seat. Available
exterior colors ranged from subdued pastels to bold hues, appealing to a wide
array of buyers.

Interior Layout and Comfort
The interior of the 1951 Ford Business Coupe was designed for function over
luxury. With seating for two, the cabin was straightforward, featuring
durable upholstery materials and minimalistic controls. The dashboard was
simple yet functional, equipped with essential gauges and knobs designed for
ease of use. Though lacking rear seats, the front bench accommodated the
driver and one passenger comfortably, making it suitable for business errands
and short trips.

Key Features

Two-door coupe body style with no rear seating

Spacious rear trunk for cargo and business needs

Classic “shoebox” styling with chrome accents

Simple, durable interior designed for practicality

Available in multiple factory paint colors



Mechanical Specifications

Engine Options
The 1951 Ford Business Coupe was equipped with a range of inline six-cylinder
engines, which were known for their durability and fuel efficiency. The most
common engine was the 226 cubic inch (3.7L) Flathead V8, producing around 100
horsepower. This engine provided sufficient power for city driving and light
hauling duties, aligning with the vehicle’s practical business-oriented
purpose. The mechanical components were designed to be easy to maintain and
repair, an important factor for business users.

Transmission and Drivetrain
Standard transmission in the 1951 Ford Business Coupe was a three-speed
manual gearbox, with an optional Ford-O-Matic automatic transmission
introduced for customers seeking ease of driving. The vehicle featured a
rear-wheel-drive layout, typical of the era, which contributed to good
handling and stability. The suspension system combined leaf springs with
shock absorbers, delivering a comfortable ride over various road conditions.

Performance and Fuel Economy
While not designed for high performance, the 1951 Ford Business Coupe offered
reliable and consistent driving characteristics. The fuel economy was
competitive for its class, making it an economical choice for business
owners. The robust mechanical design ensured longevity and reduced
maintenance costs, which were key selling points during the early 1950s.

Restoration and Maintenance

Restoration Challenges
Restoring a 1951 Ford Business Coupe requires attention to detail and
knowledge of vintage automotive techniques. Common challenges include
sourcing authentic replacement parts, addressing rust issues, and preserving
original paint schemes. Due to the vehicle’s popularity, many aftermarket
suppliers offer reproduction parts, but careful selection is necessary to
maintain authenticity and value. Restoration projects often focus on both
cosmetic and mechanical aspects to return the coupe to its original
condition.



Maintenance Tips
Maintaining a 1951 Ford Business Coupe involves routine inspections and
upkeep of the engine, suspension, and electrical systems. Regular oil
changes, brake checks, and lubrication of moving parts are essential to
ensure reliable performance. Owners should also monitor the condition of
rubber seals and hoses, which can deteriorate over time. Given the vehicle’s
age, joining vintage car clubs and consulting specialized mechanic services
can provide valuable support for ongoing maintenance.

Recommended Restoration Process

Initial assessment and documentation of the vehicle’s condition1.

Disassembly and cataloging of parts2.

Bodywork repairs, including rust removal and panel replacement3.

Engine and drivetrain overhaul or rebuild4.

Reassembly with attention to original specifications5.

Interior refurbishment using period-correct materials6.

Final inspection and testing7.

Collectibility and Market Value

Classic Car Market Status
The 1951 Ford Business Coupe holds a respected position in the classic car
market due to its historical significance and unique design. It appeals
primarily to collectors who value authentic post-war American automobiles
with practical heritage. While not as rare as some sports cars or luxury
models, the business coupe’s niche appeal and solid build quality contribute
to steady demand among vintage car enthusiasts.

Factors Influencing Value
Several factors influence the market value of a 1951 Ford Business Coupe,
including condition, originality, and provenance. Vehicles that retain
original parts and paint, or have been restored to factory specifications,
tend to command higher prices. Modifications or poor maintenance history can



negatively affect value. Additionally, market trends and the availability of
similar models also play a role in determining price levels.

Typical Price Range
As of recent years, the price range for a 1951 Ford Business Coupe varies
widely based on condition and restoration quality. Project cars may be
available for a few thousand dollars, while fully restored, showroom-quality
examples can reach upwards of $20,000 or more. The increasing interest in
classic American cars suggests a stable or appreciating value for well-
maintained 1951 Ford Business Coupes in the collector market.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the 1951 Ford Business
Coupe?
The 1951 Ford Business Coupe features a sleek two-door design, a powerful
inline six-cylinder engine or optional V8, a spacious trunk, and was marketed
primarily for business use with limited rear seating.

How much horsepower did the 1951 Ford Business Coupe
have?
The 1951 Ford Business Coupe came with a standard 215 cubic inch inline six-
cylinder engine producing around 101 horsepower, with an optional 239 cubic
inch Flathead V8 engine delivering approximately 110 horsepower.

What makes the 1951 Ford Business Coupe different
from other 1951 Ford models?
The Business Coupe was designed without rear seats to maximize cargo space,
targeting professionals who needed a practical vehicle for deliveries or
transporting goods, unlike other models which offered standard rear seating.

Is the 1951 Ford Business Coupe considered a
collectible car today?
Yes, the 1951 Ford Business Coupe is considered a collectible classic car due
to its vintage appeal, historical value, and distinctive styling from the
early 1950s era.



What type of transmission was available in the 1951
Ford Business Coupe?
The 1951 Ford Business Coupe was offered with a standard 3-speed manual
transmission, and a 3-speed Ford-O-Matic automatic transmission was available
as an option.

How does the 1951 Ford Business Coupe perform in
terms of fuel efficiency?
The 1951 Ford Business Coupe, with its older engine technology, typically
achieves around 15-18 miles per gallon, which was average for vehicles of its
class and era.

What restoration challenges are common with the 1951
Ford Business Coupe?
Common restoration challenges include sourcing original parts, addressing
rust and corrosion on the body and frame, and restoring the original Flathead
engine or upgrading it while maintaining authenticity.

Where can I find parts for restoring a 1951 Ford
Business Coupe?
Parts for the 1951 Ford Business Coupe can be found through classic car
specialty suppliers, online marketplaces like eBay, vintage Ford clubs, and
salvage yards specializing in vintage Ford vehicles.

Additional Resources
1. The Classic 1951 Ford Business Coupe: A Restoration Guide
This book serves as a comprehensive manual for restoring the 1951 Ford
Business Coupe to its original glory. It covers every aspect of restoration,
from sourcing authentic parts to repainting and mechanical repairs.
Enthusiasts will find detailed photographs and step-by-step instructions that
make the restoration process accessible for both beginners and experienced
restorers.

2. American Automotive Icons: The 1951 Ford Business Coupe
Explore the cultural and historical significance of the 1951 Ford Business
Coupe in this engaging book. It delves into the design evolution, the impact
of post-war America on car manufacturing, and the business coupe’s role in
Ford’s lineup. Rich with vintage advertisements and owner stories, this
volume is a tribute to a beloved classic car.

3. Under the Hood: Mechanical Insights into the 1951 Ford Business Coupe
This technical guide focuses on the engineering and mechanical components of



the 1951 Ford Business Coupe. It provides detailed diagrams and explanations
of the engine, transmission, suspension, and electrical systems. Perfect for
mechanics and hobbyists, the book offers tips for maintenance and performance
upgrades.

4. Driving Through History: The 1951 Ford Business Coupe Experience
Take a nostalgic journey behind the wheel of the 1951 Ford Business Coupe
with this narrative-driven book. Featuring firsthand accounts from owners and
classic car enthusiasts, it captures the driving feel, styling, and unique
character of this vintage vehicle. The book also includes routes and events
popular among business coupe collectors.

5. Ford’s Post-War Masterpiece: The Story of the 1951 Business Coupe
This historical account details the development and production of the 1951
Ford Business Coupe during the post-World War II era. It examines the
challenges faced by Ford Motor Company and how the business coupe fit into
the evolving automotive market. Archival photos and factory insights offer
readers a rare glimpse into the car’s origins.

6. Customizing the 1951 Ford Business Coupe: A Hot Rodder’s Guide
For those interested in hot rodding, this book provides creative ideas and
practical advice for customizing the 1951 Ford Business Coupe. It covers
popular modifications, from engine swaps to bodywork and interior upgrades,
while respecting the car’s classic lines. The book showcases several custom
builds to inspire your own project.

7. Collecting Classic Fords: Spotlight on the 1951 Business Coupe
This collector’s guide highlights the 1951 Ford Business Coupe as a prized
classic car. It discusses valuation, rarity, and tips for finding well-
preserved models. The book also explores the best practices for storage,
insurance, and participation in car shows and auctions.

8. Design and Style: The Aesthetics of the 1951 Ford Business Coupe
Focused on the design elements that make the 1951 Ford Business Coupe
distinctive, this book analyzes its styling cues, interior design, and color
schemes. It includes interviews with automotive historians and designers who
explain the trends of the early 1950s. Classic photographs and design
sketches enrich the reader’s understanding of this timeless coupe.

9. The 1951 Ford Business Coupe in Popular Culture
This book explores the appearances and influence of the 1951 Ford Business
Coupe in movies, television, and advertising. It examines how the car became
a symbol of the era and its role in shaping the nostalgic image of mid-
century America. Fans of automotive history and media will enjoy the detailed
accounts of the coupe’s cultural footprint.
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  1951 ford business coupe: Hot Rodding in Santa Barbara County Tony Baker, 2014-09-29
Californias central coast was fertile ground for hot rodding, and all motor sports in general, during
the 1940s and 1950s. Hot Rodding in Santa Barbara County takes the reader back in time with a
collection of remarkable photographs from the earliest days of the hot rod movement. This book
includes images of the first drag strips in the country, rough-and-tumble jalopy racing, early
road-racing action, and lots of great hot rods and customs. Follow local hot-rodders as they take
trips to El Mirage dry lake and the world-famous salt flats at Bonneville, Utah, and visit a long-lost
world as seen through photographs taken from the personal albums of people who contributed to the
birth of a culture that would spread across the nation.
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embark on a real-world collector car hunting road trip. You'll love the stories of their adventure &
the gorgeous photos of their finds.
  1951 ford business coupe: Kustom Kemps of America Randy W. Baumgardner, 2003
  1951 ford business coupe: Edsel Henry L Dominguez, 2002-10-01 Carefully crafted from
thousands of Ford archives, written interviews, and first-hand accounts told by people who knew the
man, Edsel: The Story of Henry Ford's Forgotten Son, brings into focus the remarkable life of Edsel
Ford. The book chronicle's Edsel's life from his early days of growing up in and around his father's
company, through the controversy of his World War I draft notice and eventual exemption, the
design change from the Model T to the Model A, and the creation of the Ford Foundation. 27
chapters in all help to shed light on the life of a man who preferred to spend most of his life out of
the limelight.
  1951 ford business coupe: If a Frog Had Wings Paul D. Jackson Jr, 2013-02 July 24, 2008,
my wife and I sat in Dr. Doug Flora's office. The doctor entered the room, turned, and looked at us
and said, 'I know folks, this really sucks! You have esophageal cancer. It is what is called a clinical
T3N1 tumor. It's extremely serious.' He then went into a detailed explanation of Dr. Saeed's findings.
He sketched a picture of my esophagus and stomach on a white sheet of paper that covered the
examining table and pointed at the base of my stomach and esophagus and drew a circle where the
tumor had been detected. He said that the tumor's size was 2.0 mm. I told him that I had been
taking long walks to get a suntan and to lose weight and had been proud to lose seventeen pounds.
He said, 'The cancer took your seventeen pounds-it wasn't the walking.' Join author Paul D. Jackson,
Jr. in If A Frog Had Wings as he reflects on how his life experiences from childhood to adulthood had
prepared him for the fight of his life. Share in the humor, heartbreak and steadfast stubbornness in
Paul's love of life that have helped him to overcome great adversity and come out standing.
  1951 ford business coupe: Walking with My Sunshine Rufus Franklin Stephenson, 2012-12-13
In the sequel to From Dixieland to Frisco Bay, Rufus Franklin Stephenson tells us the story of a
romance which has lasted for more than half a century. Walking with My Sunshine chronicles his
marriage to Joyce, the love of his life. When Rufus and Joyce decided to marry at a very young age,
few supported them. Yet despite everything, they proved that true love can overcome any form of
adversity, and can last a lifetime. Nourished by faith in God, the blessing of children, and
unwavering loyalty to each other, their marriage has been the foundation for a family, now four
generations strong, who know that the best moments in life are those that are shared with those we
love. This is a story of family, of forgiveness, of building a life with faith. It is one that will lift your
heart.
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relationship that developed between Edsel Ford and E.T. Bob Gregorie (Ford Motor Company's first
design chief) was unique in automotive history. Gregorie leaned heavily on Edsel for his support and
protection, and Edsel depended on Gregorie for his creative abilities. Edsel Ford and E.T. Gregorie is
the first book to provide in-depth analysis of how the early Fords, Mercurys and Lincolns were
designed. Based on first hand discussions with Gregorie, author Henry Dominguez covers every
major design of Gregorie's career. Automotive historians have listed the 1936 Zephyr, 1938 Zephyr,
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admire and collect FoMoCo cars today. Everybody, it seems, has a story to tell about their favorite
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great Fords that are still around today. More than 30 chapters highlight some of the best machines
Ford ever built, and remind us how Ford has blazed its own trail for more than 100 years.
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splitting a deep pan with my good friend, Darryl Starbird. Our friendship was close, and I had always
respected his opinion on just about anything to do with the automobile, and especially the “kustom”
vehicle. Not only is Darryl a champ at building kustom creations, he is also one of the top auto show
producers in the U.S. For some 21 years I had been in the shadow of this high-energy, often
unbelievable, man helping him build cars and produce car shows–a schooling that isn’t available in
any six-month course or college anywhere. I had cruised with him on the high roads, and crashed
with him on the low shoulders. Believe me, auto show producing is not for the weak or conservative.
But my interest was up, boosted by a recent writeup on ‘49-’51 Mercs, and front cover spread of a
chopped ‘51 Mercury, by Street Rodder magazine, which at the time was predominantly a “pre-’48”
street rod magazine. Someone shared an interest I felt I might be the[...]”
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  1951 ford business coupe: American Cars, 1946-1959 J. “Kelly” Flory, Jr., 2008-11-24 From
the resumption of automobile production at the close of World War II through the 1950s, the
American auto industry would see the births and deaths of several manufacturers, great
technological advances, and an era of dramatic styling as a prospering nation asserted its growing
mobility. Cars of this period are among the most iconic vehicles ever built in the United States: the
1949 Ford, the remarkable Studebaker designs of 1950 and 1953, the 1955-1957 Chevrolets, the
Forward Look Chrysler products, the ill-fated Edsel and many others. This comprehensive reference
book details every model from each of the major manufacturers (including independents such as
Kaiser-Frazer and Crosley but excluding very low-volume marques such as Tucker) from model years
1946 through 1959. Year by year, it provides an overview of the industry and market, followed by an
individual report on each company: its main news for the year (introductions or cancellations of
models, new engines and transmissions, advertising themes, sales trends etc.); its production figures
and market status; and its powertrain offerings, paint colors and major options. The company's



models are then detailed individually with such information as body styles, prices, dimensions and
weights, standard equipment and production figures. Nearly 1,000 photographs are included.
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Government United States. Congress. House. Committee on Government Operations, 1955
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  1951 ford business coupe: Memoirs of Myths and Truths Carl B. Allen, 2008-07-02
Memoirs of Myths and Truths in an Ordinary Pebble’s Extraordinary Life. We find the author
considers himself an ordinary pebble amoung others of his time,who has gone on a desperate search
for love and approval. But even an ordinary pebbles like him can have an extraordinary life, because
he is not ordinary from the start finding at an early age confusion and embarrassment regarding
whether an accident or his mind makes him that way. It ́s not until into his young adult stream does
he discover another reason for his rebel behavior in school and life. Which as a reader, you ́ll
recognized some problems in the text of the book cover and in the book ́s writen words or spelling or
sentance structure being a struggle. You ́ll see it ́s not his schooling, it ́s his battle with being
dyslexic. Yet there is some great writing and inspiration, plus the help of a few photos, to bring you
into his or your memories and times when some myths emerged from stories and some being real
truths. Pebbles we all are, truths are maybe what we think they should be, and myths are longer
lasting then we may know. The author finds himself slowly aware of being in his September years,
having a sense of belonging to the past and present, but a much shorter future. With that comes a
sense of family, and the closeness of friends, which has brought him to this place of wonderment
that has continued from those wonderful years of youth. They have brought him to these joyous
thoughts while writing these memoirs, and making reflecting on his extraordinary life. Starting at
first writing this for all his kin and others within that stream surround him, but then realize other
pebbles of this time can bring back some reflection on these times with a little smile, some sadness,
and reflection too. He may have wandered through those youthful years winding through life’s paths
and finding some running on empty or full or too fast or too slow at the time like the automobiles of
the day. His nurturing as a child, not always satisfying, resulted in the builting many protective walls
around his self. Yet like James Dean in East of Eden or Rebel Without a Cause or Giant, there was
this desperate search for love and approval, not always available for many reasons and questionable
behavior leading to myths or truths. Seeking his own needs, while being an ordinary pebble has
resulted in finding an extraordinary life. There is a expression of views from his heart and mind
trying to embrace so much of that extraordinary life that lies hidden deeper within his self, and yet
always trying to hold and consider that these are parts of his life, whether shinning with beauty or
happiness or sadness, finding only to be viewed as an expression of soul. He has tried painting, but
now the writen word, in expressing some of those myths, spoken truths found within the soul, and
trusted memories. They carry simple but complex myths in the life of an ordinary pebble, always
amazed by the course of the streams found. These memoirs are a reflection of our times, history,
love for the automobile,then adding the racing with many encounters with lovers and places that
have been traveled that brings this extraordinary life into view. The book is about people
encountered in his life ́s stream, the persons who have enriched this life and helped him to find out
who he is. Also that going through this journey, gathering memories, myths or truths, these
moments sustained his notion of an ordinary pebble’s extraordinary life. These events have allowed
reflection on moral issues and things that are questionable judgment. He hope that you enjoy this
time traveling in this stream. Pebbles we are, yet we are still the most important part in those
stream surrounding us, finding most everyone else’s lives continue similarly within those same small
stream we live in rubbing shoulders and sharing our life ́s stream with others matter more than we
know because as others enrich our lives, we can d
  1951 ford business coupe: Cars & Parts , 2001-07
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