
1939 plymouth business coupe
1939 plymouth business coupe stands as an iconic representation of American
automotive design and engineering from the late 1930s. Known for its
distinctive style, durability, and practical features, this classic vehicle
continues to captivate car enthusiasts and collectors alike. The 1939
Plymouth Business Coupe was designed to offer a balance between functionality
and aesthetic appeal, catering primarily to business owners and professionals
who required a dependable yet stylish mode of transportation. This article
delves into the comprehensive history, design elements, mechanical
specifications, and cultural significance of the 1939 Plymouth Business
Coupe. Additionally, it explores restoration tips and the car's legacy in the
classic car community.
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History and Background of the 1939 Plymouth
Business Coupe
The 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe was introduced during a pivotal era in the
American automotive industry, as manufacturers sought to innovate while
addressing the economic challenges of the time. Plymouth, a division of
Chrysler Corporation, aimed to provide affordable yet reliable vehicles to
the growing middle class and business professionals. The Business Coupe model
was specifically tailored to meet the needs of small business owners,
offering a no-frills yet stylish coupe that could function as both a personal
and commercial vehicle.

Manufactured during the pre-World War II period, the 1939 Plymouth Business
Coupe reflected the design trends and technological advancements of its era.
It was part of Plymouth’s broader lineup that included sedans, convertibles,
and other coupe variants. This model quickly gained popularity due to its
balance of performance, economy, and distinctive design.



Design and Styling Features
The 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe is notable for its streamlined design,
emblematic of the late 1930s automotive style. Plymouth adopted a more
aerodynamic and modern look compared to earlier models, incorporating smooth
curves and a prominent grille that enhanced the vehicle’s road presence.

Exterior Characteristics
The exterior of the 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe featured several unique
design elements that set it apart from competitors. Its two-door body style
was compact yet spacious enough to accommodate both driver and passenger
comfortably. The coupe’s fenders were rounded, and the hood included subtle
chrome accents that added a touch of elegance without compromising its
utilitarian purpose.

Additional exterior features included:

Chrome-plated bumpers and trim for durability and style

Distinctive split windshield providing better visibility

Steel wheels with hubcaps bearing the Plymouth emblem

Side-mounted spare tire on some versions for convenience

Engine and Performance Specifications
The 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe was powered by a flathead six-cylinder
engine that was designed for reliability and efficiency. This engine was
capable of delivering adequate power for both city driving and longer trips,
making it a versatile choice for business users.

Engine Details
The standard engine was a 201.3 cubic inch (3.3-liter) inline six-cylinder
producing approximately 82 horsepower. This powertrain was paired with a
three-speed manual transmission, which was typical for the period and
contributed to the car’s straightforward mechanical setup.

Performance and Handling
The vehicle’s performance was characterized by smooth acceleration and steady
handling. While not designed as a high-speed sports coupe, the 1939 Plymouth
Business Coupe offered sufficient power and control for everyday driving
conditions. Its suspension system provided a comfortable ride over uneven
road surfaces, an important factor for business owners who often traveled



varying distances.

Interior and Comfort
Inside the 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe, the focus was on functionality
combined with modest comfort. The interior layout was simple yet thoughtfully
arranged to maximize space and usability.

Seating and Upholstery
The coupe typically featured bench seating upholstered in durable cloth or
vinyl materials, designed to withstand heavy use. The front bench seat
allowed for two or three occupants, depending on configuration, while the
rear space was limited but sufficient for additional cargo or occasional
passengers.

Dashboard and Controls
The dashboard was straightforward, featuring essential gauges such as
speedometer, fuel gauge, and oil pressure indicators. Controls were
mechanical and user-friendly, reflecting the utilitarian philosophy of the
Business Coupe. Heating and ventilation options were basic but functional,
catering to the practical needs of drivers.

Restoration and Maintenance Tips
Preserving or restoring a 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe requires specialized
knowledge due to its vintage status and unique mechanical components.
Enthusiasts and collectors aiming to maintain authenticity must pay close
attention to original specifications and sourcing of replacement parts.

Common Restoration Challenges
Restorers often face difficulties in locating original or period-correct
parts, particularly engine components, body panels, and interior trim. Rust
and metal fatigue are common issues given the vehicle’s age, necessitating
careful inspection and repair.

Maintenance Best Practices

Regular lubrication of engine and chassis components to ensure smooth
operation

Using original or high-quality reproduction parts for authenticity

Periodic inspection of the braking system and suspension for safety



Preserving original paint schemes and finishes where possible

Consulting expert mechanics familiar with pre-war Plymouth models

Collectibility and Market Value
The 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe holds a respected place among classic car
collectors, particularly those interested in pre-war American automobiles.
Its value is influenced by factors such as originality, condition, rarity,
and provenance.

Factors Affecting Collectibility
Well-preserved or fully restored examples tend to command higher prices in
the classic car market. Additionally, models with documented history or
limited production features are especially prized by collectors.

Current Market Trends
As interest in vintage American cars grows, the demand for the 1939 Plymouth
Business Coupe has seen a steady increase. This model is often featured in
classic car shows and auctions, where it garners attention for its
distinctive design and historical significance.

Cultural Impact and Legacy
The 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe represents more than just a mode of
transportation; it is a symbol of American resilience and innovation during a
challenging economic period. Its design and engineering reflect the
transition from the early automotive era into more modern vehicle concepts.

This coupe has appeared in various cultural contexts, including films, period
advertisements, and automotive museums, highlighting its role in American
automotive heritage. Collectors and historians regard the 1939 Plymouth
Business Coupe as a testament to the craftsmanship and pragmatic design
philosophy of its time, ensuring its continued relevance in the classic car
community.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the 1939 Plymouth



Business Coupe?
The 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe featured a streamlined design with a 6-
cylinder engine, roomy interior for its class, and was known for its
durability and affordability during that era.

How much is a 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe worth
today?
The value of a 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe varies depending on its
condition, originality, and restoration quality, typically ranging from
$15,000 to $40,000 for well-maintained models.

What engine did the 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe
have?
The 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe was equipped with a Chrysler-built 3.7L
inline 6-cylinder engine, producing around 82 horsepower.

Is the 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe considered a
classic car?
Yes, the 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe is considered a classic car and is
popular among vintage car collectors due to its historical significance and
distinctive pre-World War II styling.

Where can I find parts for restoring a 1939 Plymouth
Business Coupe?
Parts for restoring a 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe can be sourced from
classic car specialty suppliers, online marketplaces like eBay, vintage car
clubs, and sometimes from salvage yards specializing in pre-war vehicles.

Additional Resources
1. The Classic Charm: 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe
This book delves into the design and engineering marvels of the 1939 Plymouth
Business Coupe. It explores the car’s historical context, highlighting its
significance in the automotive industry at the time. Richly illustrated with
period photos and technical drawings, it is a must-read for classic car
enthusiasts and historians alike.

2. Restoring the 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe
A comprehensive guide for vintage car restorers, this book covers every
aspect of bringing a 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe back to life. From sourcing
original parts to bodywork techniques and engine rebuilding, it offers
practical advice and step-by-step instructions. It also shares stories from



restoration experts who have worked on this iconic vehicle.

3. Driving Through History: The 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe Experience
This narrative chronicles the journey of several owners of the 1939 Plymouth
Business Coupe, capturing the car’s role in American culture and everyday
life during the late 1930s. The book combines personal anecdotes with
historical research, painting a vivid picture of the car’s impact on its
drivers and the roadways of the era.

4. 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe: Engineering and Innovation
Focusing on the technical aspects, this book examines the innovations that
set the 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe apart from its competitors. It discusses
the engine design, chassis construction, and unique features that contributed
to its performance and reliability. Automotive engineers and students will
find this book particularly insightful.

5. American Automobiles of 1939: Spotlight on the Plymouth Business Coupe
This volume provides a broader look at the American automotive landscape in
1939, with a dedicated section on the Plymouth Business Coupe. It compares
various models from major manufacturers, emphasizing Plymouth’s competitive
edge. The book is richly illustrated with advertisements, brochures, and
factory photos.

6. The Art of Automotive Design: 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe
Highlighting the aesthetic and stylistic elements, this book celebrates the
design artistry behind the 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe. It explores the
influence of the Art Deco movement and the transition from boxy to
streamlined car shapes. Interviews with automotive designers and historians
add depth to the discussion.

7. Collector’s Guide: 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe
An essential resource for collectors, this guide covers the market value,
rarity, and identifying features of the 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe. It
offers tips on spotting authentic models, documenting provenance, and
understanding the factors that affect the car’s worth. The book also includes
a directory of clubs and events for Plymouth enthusiasts.

8. The Plymouth Legacy: From 1939 Business Coupe to Modern Classics
Tracing the evolution of Plymouth automobiles, this book places the 1939
Business Coupe within the broader brand history. It examines how Plymouth’s
design philosophy and engineering advancements evolved over the decades.
Readers gain insight into the legacy left by early models like the 1939
Business Coupe.

9. Vintage Road Trips: Exploring America in a 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe
This travelogue invites readers to experience America as it was in the late
1930s through the lens of a 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe. It features
detailed route maps, scenic destinations, and tips for vintage car travel.
The book combines nostalgia with practical advice for classic car road trip
enthusiasts.
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