
1966 mustang ignition switch wiring
diagram
1966 mustang ignition switch wiring diagram is an essential resource for anyone
involved in the restoration, repair, or modification of this classic American muscle car.
Understanding the wiring layout of the ignition switch is crucial for diagnosing electrical
issues, ensuring safety, and maintaining the vehicle’s original performance. This article
provides a comprehensive overview of the 1966 Mustang ignition switch wiring diagram,
detailing the components involved, the wiring color codes, and step-by-step guidance on
interpreting and using the diagram effectively. Additionally, it covers common
troubleshooting tips and best practices for wiring repairs or upgrades. Whether restoring a
vintage Mustang or upgrading its electrical system, this guide offers valuable insights to
ensure accurate and reliable ignition switch wiring. Below is a structured overview of the
main topics covered in this article.

Overview of the 1966 Mustang Ignition Switch

Understanding the Wiring Diagram Components

Color Coding and Wire Functions

Step-by-Step Guide to Reading the Wiring Diagram

Common Issues and Troubleshooting Tips

Best Practices for Wiring Repairs and Upgrades

Overview of the 1966 Mustang Ignition Switch

The ignition switch in a 1966 Mustang plays a pivotal role in the vehicle’s electrical system
by controlling power distribution to the starter motor, ignition coil, and accessories. It acts
as the central control point for starting the engine and managing power flow when the
vehicle is in different key positions—off, accessory, on, and start. The ignition switch wiring
diagram for the 1966 Mustang illustrates the intricate connections and pathways that
enable these functions. This overview helps clarify the switch’s importance in ensuring
reliable engine ignition and safe operation of electrical components.

Functionality of the Ignition Switch

The ignition switch controls multiple circuits simultaneously. When the key is turned to the
“start” position, it sends power to the starter solenoid, engaging the starter motor. In the



“on” position, it energizes the ignition coil and other critical systems such as fuel pumps
and dashboard instruments. The “accessory” position allows power to flow to non-essential
systems like the radio without activating the ignition coil or starter. Understanding these
functional modes is vital when interpreting the wiring diagram for proper diagnostics and
repairs.

Understanding the Wiring Diagram Components

The 1966 Mustang ignition switch wiring diagram includes a variety of components and
symbols, each representing different parts of the vehicle’s electrical system. Familiarity
with these elements is essential for accurate interpretation and effective troubleshooting.

Key Components Illustrated in the Diagram

The primary components involved in the ignition switch wiring system include:

Ignition Switch: The central control unit with terminals for various connections.

Starter Solenoid: Acts as a relay to engage the starter motor when energized.

Ignition Coil: Supplies high voltage to the spark plugs for engine ignition.

Battery: Provides the electrical power source.

Fuse Box: Protects circuits from overload or short circuits.

Accessories: Components such as the radio, lights, and gauges powered through the
ignition switch.

Symbols on the wiring diagram indicate wire connections, terminal points, and ground
locations, helping to visualize the flow of electricity throughout the system.

Color Coding and Wire Functions

The wiring harness in the 1966 Mustang uses specific color codes to identify each wire’s
function related to the ignition switch. Recognizing these colors is fundamental when
following the wiring diagram for diagnostics or repairs.



Common Wire Colors and Their Roles

Below is a list of typical wire colors found in the ignition switch wiring system along with
their respective functions:

Red: Battery power feed supplying constant 12V.

Pink: Ignition feed powering the ignition coil and ignition-related circuits.

Brown: Power feed to accessories such as the radio and heater controls.

Yellow: Starter solenoid activation wire.

Black: Ground wires or sometimes ignition coil negative terminal.

Blue: Secondary accessory circuits or optional lighting circuits.

Correct identification of these wire colors ensures proper reconnection and minimizes the
risk of electrical faults.

Step-by-Step Guide to Reading the Wiring
Diagram

Interpreting the 1966 Mustang ignition switch wiring diagram requires a systematic
approach to trace circuits and verify connections. The following steps provide a methodical
way to understand the diagram and apply it effectively.

Step 1: Identify the Ignition Switch Terminals

Begin by locating the ignition switch on the diagram and noting the terminal labels such as
B (battery), IGN (ignition), ACC (accessory), and ST (starter). These labels correspond to the
physical terminals on the switch and define the electrical paths when the key is turned.

Step 2: Trace Power Inputs and Outputs

Follow the wires connected to each terminal, paying attention to color codes and
component connections. For example, the red wire from the battery terminal should link to
the fuse box and other necessary circuits. Tracing these paths helps confirm correct wiring
and identify any breaks or shorts.



Step 3: Verify Ground Connections

Ground points are critical for completing electrical circuits. The diagram will show black
wires or designated ground symbols that must be connected to the chassis or engine block.
Ensuring good ground connections is a key aspect of reliable ignition system performance.

Step 4: Cross-Reference Components

Check how the ignition switch wiring integrates with other components such as the starter
solenoid and ignition coil. Confirm that the starter wire (often yellow) runs directly to the
solenoid and that the ignition wire (pink) energizes the coil. This cross-referencing ensures
all elements are properly linked.

Common Issues and Troubleshooting Tips

Using the 1966 Mustang ignition switch wiring diagram, technicians can diagnose frequent
electrical problems that affect starting and ignition. Understanding symptoms and wiring
relationships aids in efficient troubleshooting.

Typical Electrical Problems

No Start Condition: Could be caused by a faulty ignition switch, broken wire to the
starter solenoid, or a bad ground connection.

Intermittent Ignition Failure: Often results from loose terminals, corroded
connectors, or worn wiring insulation.

Accessory Power Issues: May occur if the accessory circuit wire is damaged or
disconnected, preventing radio or lights from functioning.

Battery Drain: Can be due to a short in the ignition switch wiring causing power to
flow when the key is off.

Troubleshooting Steps

Use a multimeter and the wiring diagram to test continuity and voltage at various points in
the ignition circuit. Check for proper voltage at the ignition switch terminals in different key
positions and verify ground integrity. Repair or replace faulty wires, connectors, or the



ignition switch as needed.

Best Practices for Wiring Repairs and Upgrades

Maintaining or upgrading the ignition switch wiring in a 1966 Mustang requires attention to
detail and adherence to safety standards. Proper techniques ensure durability and prevent
future electrical issues.

Recommended Repair Practices

Always disconnect the battery before starting any electrical work to avoid shorts or
shocks.

Use the original or equivalent wire gauge and color coding to maintain authenticity
and reliability.

Employ quality connectors and solder joints with heat shrink tubing to protect against
corrosion and vibration.

Consult the 1966 Mustang ignition switch wiring diagram regularly to verify proper
routing and connections.

Consider upgrading to modern ignition switches with improved contact materials for
enhanced durability if restoring for regular use.

Following these best practices helps preserve the Mustang’s electrical system integrity
while optimizing performance and reliability.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the basic wiring layout for the ignition switch
on a 1966 Mustang?
The basic wiring layout for the 1966 Mustang ignition switch includes connections for the
battery (BATT), ignition (IGN), accessory (ACC), and starter (ST) terminals. The battery
terminal receives constant power, the ignition terminal powers the ignition coil and other
components, the accessory terminal powers accessories like the radio, and the starter
terminal activates the starter solenoid.



Which wire colors correspond to the ignition switch
terminals on a 1966 Mustang?
Typically, the 1966 Mustang ignition switch wiring uses a red wire for battery power, brown
or tan for ignition, yellow for accessories, and a purple wire for the starter solenoid.
However, wire colors can vary, so it’s important to consult a specific wiring diagram for
accuracy.

How do I troubleshoot a faulty ignition switch on my
1966 Mustang?
To troubleshoot, first check for power at the battery terminal of the ignition switch. Then,
turn the key and test for voltage at the ignition and starter terminals. If power is present at
the battery terminal but not at the ignition or starter terminals when the key is turned, the
ignition switch may be faulty and require replacement.

Where can I find a reliable 1966 Mustang ignition
switch wiring diagram?
Reliable wiring diagrams for the 1966 Mustang ignition switch can be found in factory
service manuals, restoration guides, and reputable online Mustang enthusiast forums or
websites such as the Vintage Mustang Club or Mustang-specific wiring resources.

Can I upgrade the ignition switch wiring on my 1966
Mustang for better reliability?
Yes, upgrading to modern wiring connectors and using higher gauge wires for critical
circuits can improve reliability. Adding a fuse or circuit breaker inline with the ignition
switch battery wire is also recommended to protect the electrical system.

What is the role of the starter wire in the ignition
switch wiring of a 1966 Mustang?
The starter wire, usually connected to the 'ST' terminal on the ignition switch, sends power
to the starter solenoid when the key is turned to the start position. This engages the starter
motor to crank the engine.

Does the 1966 Mustang ignition switch wiring include
an accessory position, and how does it function?
Yes, the ignition switch includes an accessory (ACC) position that allows power to be
supplied to accessories such as the radio and heater fan without powering the ignition or
starter circuits. This helps prevent battery drain when the engine is off.



Are there any common issues to watch for with the
ignition switch wiring on a 1966 Mustang?
Common issues include corrosion at terminal connections, broken or frayed wires, and wear
inside the ignition switch that can cause intermittent power loss. Regular inspection and
cleaning of connections can help prevent ignition problems.

Additional Resources
1. Wiring Diagrams for Classic Cars: Focus on 1960s Mustangs
This book provides detailed wiring diagrams for classic cars, with a special section
dedicated to the 1966 Mustang ignition switch wiring. It helps enthusiasts and mechanics
understand the electrical system, making restoration and troubleshooting easier. The clear
illustrations and step-by-step guides are perfect for both beginners and experienced
restorers.

2. The Complete Guide to Mustang Electrical Systems
Covering all Mustang models from the 1960s, this guide dives deep into the electrical
components and wiring schematics, including the ignition switch system in the 1966 model.
It explains how to diagnose common electrical issues and offers tips for upgrades and
repairs. The comprehensive approach makes it a valuable resource for Mustang owners.

3. 1966 Mustang Restoration Handbook
Focused on restoring the 1966 Mustang, this handbook includes a chapter on the ignition
switch wiring diagram and how to properly wire and test it. It also covers other essential
systems like the fuel, lighting, and charging systems. The book is a practical manual for
anyone looking to bring a 1966 Mustang back to its original condition.

4. Classic Mustang Ignition Systems Explained
This book examines the ignition systems used in classic Mustangs, with an emphasis on the
1966 model year. It explains the function of each component and provides wiring diagrams
to assist with repairs and modifications. Enthusiasts will appreciate the historical context
and technical details presented in an easy-to-understand format.

5. Automotive Wiring Simplified: Mustang Edition
Designed to simplify automotive wiring, this edition focuses on Mustangs from the
mid-1960s, including the 1966 ignition switch wiring layout. The book breaks down complex
wiring into manageable parts and offers troubleshooting techniques. It is ideal for hobbyists
who want to improve their understanding of Mustang electrical systems.

6. Ford Mustang Electrical Troubleshooting Manual
This manual is dedicated to diagnosing and fixing electrical problems in Ford Mustangs,
with a detailed section on the ignition switch wiring for the 1966 model. It includes wiring
diagrams, common fault scenarios, and repair procedures. The practical advice makes it a
must-have for anyone maintaining a vintage Mustang.

7. Mustang Wiring and Electrical Repair Guide
Providing comprehensive wiring diagrams and repair tips, this guide covers Mustangs from
1964 to 1970, focusing on key systems like the ignition switch wiring in 1966 models. It



features color-coded wiring schematics and safety precautions to ensure accurate and safe
repairs. This book is an excellent resource for restoration professionals and enthusiasts
alike.

8. 1966 Mustang Electrical Systems: A Restoration Perspective
This book offers an in-depth look at the electrical systems of the 1966 Mustang, including
the ignition switch wiring diagram and related components. It provides techniques for
restoring the electrical system to factory specifications while considering modern upgrades.
The detailed illustrations and expert advice make it a valuable tool for restorers.

9. Classic Car Wiring Diagrams: 1966 Ford Mustang
Focusing specifically on the 1966 Ford Mustang, this book presents detailed wiring
diagrams, including the ignition switch wiring layout. It is designed to assist restorers,
mechanics, and hobbyists in understanding and repairing the car’s electrical system. The
clear and precise diagrams help ensure accurate restoration and maintenance.
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