
1st degree masonic questions and
answers
1st degree masonic questions and answers provide essential insights into the
foundational knowledge required for new members entering the fraternity of
Freemasonry. This article explores the common questions and answers associated with the
1st degree, also known as the Entered Apprentice degree. Understanding these questions
is crucial for those preparing for initiation or seeking to deepen their comprehension of
Masonic symbolism, rituals, and philosophy. The 1st degree lays the groundwork for the
principles of brotherhood, morality, and self-improvement within the lodge. This
comprehensive guide covers frequently asked inquiries, the significance behind the
rituals, and the meanings of various symbols encountered in the degree. Readers will gain
a clearer understanding of the responsibilities and expectations involved in becoming an
Entered Apprentice Mason. The following sections will outline the core topics related to
1st degree masonic questions and answers.

Overview of the 1st Degree in Freemasonry

Common 1st Degree Masonic Questions and Their Answers

Symbolism and Meaning in the 1st Degree

Rituals and Ceremonies of the Entered Apprentice Degree

Preparation and Study Tips for the 1st Degree

Overview of the 1st Degree in Freemasonry
The 1st degree, also referred to as the Entered Apprentice degree, is the initial stage of
Freemasonry. It introduces new candidates to the fundamental tenets and ethical
teachings of the fraternity. This degree emphasizes the importance of moral development,
personal responsibility, and the pursuit of knowledge. Candidates learn about the history
of Freemasonry, the obligations they undertake, and the significance of the symbols
associated with the degree. The Entered Apprentice degree serves as the foundation for
all subsequent degrees and is critical for understanding the structure and philosophy of
Masonic teachings.

Purpose and Significance of the 1st Degree
The primary purpose of the 1st degree is to initiate a candidate into the Masonic
brotherhood and to instill the values of integrity, honesty, and humility. It symbolizes the
candidate’s journey from ignorance to enlightenment, encouraging continual self-
improvement. The degree also establishes the framework for the candidate’s Masonic



education and growth within the lodge.

Requirements for Entered Apprentice Membership
To be eligible for the 1st degree, candidates must meet specific criteria including belief in
a Supreme Being, being of lawful age, having sound moral character, and a sincere desire
to join the fraternity. These requirements ensure that each candidate is prepared to
embrace the responsibilities and teachings of Freemasonry.

Common 1st Degree Masonic Questions and Their
Answers
Many questions arise regarding the 1st degree, particularly from candidates preparing for
initiation. Below are some frequently asked questions alongside detailed answers to help
clarify common points of curiosity.

What is the significance of the Entered Apprentice
degree?
The Entered Apprentice degree represents the beginning of a Mason’s journey. It teaches
foundational moral lessons and introduces the candidate to the fraternity’s customs and
symbols. It is symbolic of the candidate’s initiation into the Masonic community and their
commitment to personal growth.

What are some key obligations taken by the Entered
Apprentice?
Upon initiation, the Entered Apprentice takes solemn obligations to uphold the principles
of Freemasonry, including secrecy, fidelity to the fraternity, and adherence to moral and
ethical conduct. These obligations bind the candidate to the fraternity's rules and the
welfare of fellow Masons.

What questions might be asked during the 1st degree
examination?
Typical examination questions focus on the meanings of symbols, the duties of an Entered
Apprentice, and the significance of the rituals. Examples include:

What is the emblem of an Entered Apprentice?

What are the key duties of an Entered Apprentice Mason?



What does the working tool of an Entered Apprentice symbolize?

Explain the significance of the three great lights in Masonry.

How should a candidate prepare for these questions?
Preparation involves studying Masonic literature, attending lodge meetings, and reflecting
on the symbolic teachings of the degree. Candidates are encouraged to engage with
mentors or experienced Masons to deepen their understanding and readiness.

Symbolism and Meaning in the 1st Degree
The 1st degree is rich in symbolism, with many objects and gestures carrying deeper
meanings. Understanding these symbols is essential for grasping the philosophical
underpinnings of Freemasonry.

The Working Tools of an Entered Apprentice
The primary working tools introduced in the 1st degree are the 24-inch gauge and the
common gavel. Each tool holds symbolic significance:

24-inch Gauge: Represents the division of time into parts allotted for work, rest,
and service, emphasizing discipline and time management.

Common Gavel: Symbolizes the need to break off the rough edges of one’s
character to become a better individual.

The Significance of the Three Great Lights
The three great lights in Masonry—the Volume of the Sacred Law, the Square, and the
Compasses—are central symbols in the 1st degree. They represent morality, truth, and the
boundaries within which a Mason must conduct himself.

Other Important Symbols
Additional symbols include the apron, symbolizing purity and service; the cable tow,
representing the candidate’s obligation to the lodge; and the mosaic pavement, illustrating
the duality of human nature.



Rituals and Ceremonies of the Entered Apprentice
Degree
The ritualistic aspect of the 1st degree is designed to impart moral lessons and create a
memorable experience for the candidate. The ceremony involves specific steps, signs, and
words that hold symbolic meaning.

Initiation Ceremony Structure
The initiation ceremony typically involves a series of formal steps, including:

Presentation of the candidate to the lodge.1.

Obligation or oath-taking.2.

Instruction on the working tools and symbols.3.

Reception of the first Masonic apron.4.

Examination of the candidate’s knowledge.5.

Importance of Secrecy and Discretion
Secrecy is a cornerstone of Masonic tradition, particularly in the 1st degree. Candidates
learn signs, grips, and passwords that identify them as members of the fraternity, and they
pledge to keep the rituals confidential to preserve their sanctity.

Role of the Lodge Officers
Lodge officers guide the candidate through the ceremony. Each officer has a specific role,
such as the Master of the Lodge, Senior and Junior Wardens, and Deacons, ensuring the
ritual is performed accurately and with dignity.

Preparation and Study Tips for the 1st Degree
Successful completion of the 1st degree requires dedication to studying the material and
understanding the philosophical context. Proper preparation enhances the candidate’s
experience and comprehension.



Recommended Study Approaches
Effective study methods include:

Reviewing official Masonic manuals and literature.

Memorizing key questions and answers relevant to the degree.

Participating in study groups or mentorship sessions.

Reflecting on the moral lessons imparted by the symbols and rituals.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them
Some candidates may find memorization or the ritualistic aspects challenging. Consistent
practice, seeking guidance from experienced Masons, and maintaining a disciplined study
routine can alleviate these difficulties.

Importance of Personal Reflection
Beyond rote memorization, candidates are encouraged to internalize the ethical teachings
and symbolism of the 1st degree. Personal reflection aids in applying Masonic principles to
daily life, which is a core objective of the fraternity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the 1st Degree in
Freemasonry?
The 1st Degree, known as the Entered Apprentice degree, marks the beginning of a
candidate's journey in Freemasonry, focusing on the principles of morality, integrity, and
self-improvement.

What are the main symbols introduced in the 1st Degree
of Freemasonry?
Key symbols in the 1st Degree include the square, compasses, and the working tools like
the 24-inch gauge and common gavel, each representing moral lessons and ethical
conduct.

What is the primary obligation taken in the 1st Degree



of Masonry?
The Entered Apprentice takes an obligation to keep the secrets of Freemasonry, uphold its
principles, and act with honesty and integrity towards fellow members and society.

How does the 1st Degree prepare a candidate for
further Masonic teachings?
The 1st Degree lays the foundation by teaching basic moral lessons, symbolism, and
discipline, preparing the candidate to understand and appreciate the deeper meanings in
subsequent degrees.

Can you explain the significance of the 'three great
lights' in the 1st Degree?
The 'three great lights' are the Volume of the Sacred Law, the Square, and the Compasses,
symbolizing divine guidance, morality, and the boundaries of proper conduct in a Mason’s
life.

Additional Resources
1. First Degree Masonry Q&A: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers a detailed compilation of questions and answers specifically tailored for
the first degree of Masonry. It is designed to help new initiates understand the
fundamental principles, symbols, and rituals associated with the Entered Apprentice
degree. The clear format makes it an excellent resource for both self-study and
preparatory review.

2. Entered Apprentice Questions and Answers Explained
Focused exclusively on the Entered Apprentice degree, this volume breaks down each
question with thorough explanations and historical context. Readers gain insight into the
meanings behind the rituals and the significance of Masonic symbols. It is an invaluable
tool for candidates and mentors alike.

3. Masonic First Degree Catechism: Questions, Answers, and Insights
This book combines traditional catechism texts with modern interpretations to offer a
richer understanding of the first degree. It includes commonly asked questions alongside
commentary that elucidates their deeper significance. Ideal for those seeking to memorize
and comprehend their first degree obligations.

4. The Beginner’s Guide to 1st Degree Masonry Q&A
Written for newcomers, this guide presents first degree questions and answers in a
straightforward and accessible manner. It emphasizes clarity and simplicity to ease the
learning process. Additionally, it provides tips on how to approach study and reflection on
Masonic teachings.

5. Entered Apprentice Ritual Questions and Answers Manual
This manual serves as a practical reference for the ritualistic portion of the first degree. It



organizes questions and answers according to the sequence of the ceremony, helping
readers follow along and understand each step. The book also includes advice on
delivering answers confidently during examinations.

6. Understanding the First Degree: Masonic Q&A for New Initiates
Targeted at new Masons, this book explains the core lessons and symbols introduced in
the first degree through a Q&A format. It encourages thoughtful reflection on Masonic
values such as morality, brotherhood, and personal growth. The approachable style makes
complex ideas more comprehensible.

7. Masonic Entered Apprentice Q&A: A Study Companion
Designed as a study companion, this book consolidates essential first degree questions
and answers with mnemonic aids. It supports memorization and comprehension
simultaneously, making preparation for lodge examinations more effective. The content is
aligned with common ritual practices across various jurisdictions.

8. First Degree Freemasonry: Questions, Answers, and Commentary
This volume pairs traditional first-degree questions and answers with insightful
commentary from experienced Masons. It explores the symbolic and philosophical
underpinnings behind the words and actions of the degree. Readers benefit from a deeper
appreciation of the rich heritage of Masonry.

9. The Entered Apprentice’s Q&A Handbook
A concise and portable handbook, this book compiles the most frequently asked first
degree questions and their precise answers. It is ideal for quick review and on-the-go
study sessions. The straightforward layout enhances usability for candidates preparing for
their degree examinations.
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