beijing museum of natural history

beijing museum of natural history stands as one of China's premier
institutions dedicated to the study and exhibition of natural sciences.
Established in 1951, this museum has grown into a vital center for scientific
research, education, and public engagement with nature. Known for its
extensive collections spanning paleontology, zoology, botany, and mineralogy,
the Beijing Museum of Natural History offers visitors a comprehensive
understanding of Earth's biodiversity and evolutionary history. This article
explores the museum’s rich history, key exhibits, educational programs, and
its role in scientific research. Whether a casual visitor or a scholar, the
museum provides valuable insights into natural history and conservation
efforts in China and beyond. Below is a detailed overview of what the Beijing
Museum of Natural History encompasses.
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History and Development of the Beijing Museum
of Natural History

The Beijing Museum of Natural History has a rich history that reflects
China’'s dedication to preserving and studying its natural heritage. Founded
in 1951, the museum was initially established to serve as a comprehensive
repository for natural specimens collected from various regions of China.
Over the decades, the institution expanded its physical space, collections,
and research capabilities, becoming one of the largest natural history
museums in the country.

Founding and Early Years

During its early years, the museum focused on gathering specimens related to
paleontology and zoology, which were critical for understanding China’s
prehistoric life and biodiversity. The museum's initial collections included
fossils, animal specimens, and minerals, many of which were rare and
scientifically significant.



Modernization and Expansion

In the late 20th and early 21st centuries, the Beijing Museum of Natural
History underwent significant modernization efforts. These included the
renovation of exhibition halls, the introduction of interactive displays, and
the expansion of research facilities. The museum also enhanced its public
outreach programs to engage a broader audience in natural science education.

Collections and Exhibitions

The museum’s diverse collections are one of its most remarkable features,
offering a window into the natural world across geological eras. The Beijing
Museum of Natural History houses millions of specimens, with a focus on
fossils, animals, plants, and minerals.

Paleontological Exhibits

The paleontology section is a highlight for many visitors, showcasing fossils
of dinosaurs, early mammals, and ancient plants. Some exhibits include well-
preserved dinosaur skeletons, showcasing species discovered in China that
have helped scientists understand evolutionary processes in Asia.

Zoological and Botanical Collections

The zoological exhibits feature a wide variety of animal specimens from
around the world, including mounted mammals, birds, reptiles, and insects.
The botanical collection displays preserved plant specimens and detailed
models that illustrate plant diversity and ecological relationships.

Mineralogy and Geology

The mineralogical collection features hundreds of mineral specimens,
gemstones, and meteorites, emphasizing Earth's geological processes. These
displays help visitors appreciate the planet’s physical history and natural
resources.

e Dinosaur fossils and prehistoric life
e Extensive animal specimen collections
e Comprehensive plant displays

e Minerals, gemstones, and meteorites



e Interactive and educational exhibit components

Educational and Public Programs

The Beijing Museum of Natural History is committed to promoting education and
public awareness about natural history and science. The museum offers a
variety of programs aimed at different age groups and educational levels.

School and Youth Programs

Targeting students, the museum organizes workshops, guided tours, and hands-
on activities designed to engage young learners in scientific inquiry and
discovery. These initiatives foster curiosity and deepen understanding of
natural phenomena.

Public Lectures and Special Events

The museum regularly hosts lectures by scientists and experts in natural
history, providing insights into current research and conservation
challenges. Special events, such as fossil preparation demonstrations and
themed exhibitions, attract diverse audiences and enhance public engagement.

Interactive Learning Experiences

To make natural history accessible and engaging, the museum incorporates
interactive displays and digital technologies. Visitors can participate in
virtual fossil digs, explore 3D models, and engage with multimedia
presentations that enrich the learning experience.

Scientific Research and Contributions

The Beijing Museum of Natural History is not only a public exhibition space
but also a respected scientific research institution. Its researchers
contribute to global knowledge in paleontology, zoology, botany, and geology.

Paleontological Discoveries

Researchers at the museum have been involved in numerous significant fossil
discoveries that have advanced understanding of ancient life forms in East
Asia. Their work often involves field expeditions, fossil excavation, and
detailed laboratory analyses.



Taxonomy and Biodiversity Studies

The museum’s scientific staff conduct taxonomy research to classify and
document species, contributing to biodiversity databases and conservation
efforts. This research supports efforts to protect endangered species and
maintain ecological balance.

Collaborations and Publications

The institution collaborates with universities, research centers, and
international organizations. Its scientists publish findings in reputable
scientific journals, enhancing the museum’s reputation as a center for
natural science research.

Visitor Information and Experience

The Beijing Museum of Natural History offers visitors a comprehensive and
educational experience, with facilities designed to accommodate diverse
audiences including families, students, and researchers.

Location and Accessibility

The museum is conveniently located in Beijing, accessible by public
transportation and close to other cultural institutions. Its accessible
design ensures that visitors with disabilities can enjoy the exhibits
comfortably.

Facilities and Services

The museum provides amenities such as guided tours, audio guides, educational
materials, and on-site cafés. Gift shops offer natural history-related
merchandise, enhancing the visitor experience.

Visitor Tips
To maximize the visit, it is advisable to allocate several hours to explore

the extensive exhibits thoroughly. Checking the museum’s schedule for special
exhibitions and events can enrich the visit further.

1. Plan ahead and allocate sufficient time

2. Participate in guided tours or workshops



3. Explore special exhibitions and events
4. Utilize educational resources available on site

5. Respect museum rules to preserve exhibits

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main attractions at the Beijing Museum
of Natural History?

The main attractions include extensive dinosaur fossil exhibits, mineral
collections, animal specimens, and interactive displays about Earth's
ecosystems and biodiversity.

Where is the Beijing Museum of Natural History
located?

It is located in the Xicheng District of Beijing, China, near the South Gate
of the Beijing Zoo.

What are the opening hours of the Beijing Museum of
Natural History?

The museum is generally open from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Tuesday to Sunday, and
is closed on Mondays except for public holidays.

Is the Beijing Museum of Natural History suitable
for children?

Yes, the museum offers many educational and interactive exhibits that are
engaging for children, making it a great destination for family visits.

Are there any special exhibitions or events at the
Beijing Museum of Natural History?

The museum frequently hosts special exhibitions on topics such as
paleontology, ecology, and conservation, as well as educational workshops and
lectures.

How can visitors purchase tickets for the Beijing



Museum of Natural History?

Tickets can be purchased online through the official website or on-site at
the museum's ticket counters; discounts may be available for students and
seniors.

Additional Resources

1. The Treasures of Beijing Museum of Natural History

This book offers an in-depth look at the most prized exhibits housed in the
Beijing Museum of Natural History. It showcases rare fossils, minerals, and
biological specimens that highlight China's rich natural heritage. The richly
illustrated volume serves as both a guide and a celebration of the museum’s
extensive collections.

2. Dinosaurs of the Beijing Museum of Natural History

Focused on the dinosaur fossils displayed at the museum, this book explores
the prehistoric creatures that once roamed the region. It provides detailed
descriptions, scientific background, and captivating illustrations, making it
an essential resource for paleontology enthusiasts and researchers alike.

3. Exploring Earth's Biodiversity: Exhibits at Beijing Museum of Natural
History

This volume dives into the diverse biological exhibits at the museum, from
insects and plants to mammals and birds. It highlights the ecological
significance of these collections and emphasizes the museum’s role in
promoting environmental education and conservation.

4. Fossil Discoveries in Beijing: Insights from the Museum of Natural History
An authoritative resource on fossil finds in and around Beijing, this book
connects the museum’s fossil collections with regional paleontological
research. It discusses the scientific methods used in excavation and
preservation, providing readers with a comprehensive understanding of the
ancient past.

5. Minerals and Gems: Collections of the Beijing Museum of Natural History
This book showcases the museum’s extensive mineral and gemstone collections,
highlighting their geological importance and aesthetic beauty. It includes
detailed photographs and explanations of mineral formation, making it a
valuable reference for geology students and collectors.

6. Natural History Education and Outreach at Beijing Museum of Natural
History

Focusing on the museum’s educational programs, this book details how the
institution engages the public in natural history topics. It covers
workshops, exhibitions, and interactive activities designed to inspire
curiosity and scientific literacy among visitors of all ages.

7. The Evolution of Life: Exhibits at Beijing Museum of Natural History
Tracing the story of life on Earth, this book aligns with the museum’s



exhibits that explain evolutionary biology. It uses fossil evidence and
modern biological insights to present a clear narrative of life’s development
through geological time.

8. China’s Natural Wonders: A Journey Through Beijing Museum of Natural
History

This visually stunning book highlights China’s unique natural landscapes and
species through the lens of the museum’s collections. It combines
photography, scientific data, and cultural context to offer a comprehensive
view of the country’s natural environment.

9. Behind the Scenes: Curating the Beijing Museum of Natural History
Offering a behind-the-curtain look, this book explores the work of curators,
scientists, and staff who maintain and expand the museum’s collections. It
reveals the challenges and triumphs of preserving natural history artifacts
and the ongoing research efforts that keep the museum dynamic and relevant.
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beijing museum of natural history: Museum Development in China Gail Dexter Lord,
Guan Qiang, An Laishun, Javier Jimenez, 2019-06-15 The growth of the number and scale of Chinese
museums in the 21st century, from about 1,400 at the turn of the century to over 5,000 to date,
reflects the government’s Museum Development Plan for 2011-2020 to open one museum per
250,000 inhabitants, with the goal of attracting one billion visitors at the end of the decade. It is not
just the numbers but the speed of development of Chinese museums that takes our breath
away—with nearly one new museum per day being opened or expanded in this huge country. What
are the motivations for the rapid development of museums in China? How is the public responding?
Who pays for these museums and how? What has been the impact of china’s urbanization? How do
Chinese museums balance education, scientific research, social cohesion, cultural diplomacy and
tourism both internal and external? These are issues that continue to be discussed and debated
among western museum professionals in the context of our 200-year history of modern museology.
How are these debates evolving in China, which has its own history of museology over that same
period from colonialism to communism and from isolation to opening up to the world? This book
explores these issues while introducing English-language readers to a sample of the new Chinese
museums in case studies and photographs. To accomplish this goal, Lord Cultural Associates
partnered with the Chinese Museums Association who engaged leading Chinese museologists,
museum directors, academics and architects to provide chapters and case studies on the history of
museums in China, on evolving national museum policies, museum exhibitions and cultural
diplomacy, the role of private museums, and the impact of museums on society. The four sections of
this book build our knowledge of the roles of China’s museums through social and political changes,
the systems of governance, the complex relationships between private and public sectors and many
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levels of government. Section One places the current building boom in context. Section Two
addresses how China’s rapid urbanization has fueled the museum building boom, framed it, formed
it and in some cases financed it. Section Three analyzes how Chinese exhibitions are tools for
cultural diplomacy and key elements of soft power The six case studies in Section Four provide
perspectives on the diversity of innovative approaches in the sector. Museum Development in China
--- a beautiful, full-color book --- is the product of an international collaboration to discover how
much East and West can learn from each other about museum roles, our publics, how we preserve,
what we conserve, and our future sustainability—even as we marvel at the accomplishments of
China’s museum building boom.

beijing museum of natural history: Design, User Experience, and Usability. Application
Domains Aaron Marcus, Wentao Wang, 2019-07-10 The four-volume set LNCS 11583, 11584,
11585, and 11586 constitutes the proceedings of the 8th International Conference on Design, User
Experience, and Usability, DUXU 2019, held as part of the 21st International Conference, HCI
International 2019, which took place in Orlando, FL, USA, in July 2019. The total of 1274 papers and
209 posters included in the 35 HCII 2019 proceedings volumes was carefully reviewed and selected
from 5029 submissions. DUXU 2019 includes a total of 167 regular papers, organized in the
following topical sections: design philosophy; design theories, methods, and tools; user
requirements, preferences emotions and personality; visual DUXU; DUXU for novel interaction
techniques and devices; DUXU and robots; DUXU for Al and Al for DUXU; dialogue, narrative,
storytelling; DUXU for automated driving, transport, sustainability and smart cities; DUXU for
cultural heritage; DUXU for well-being; DUXU for learning; user experience evaluation methods and
tools; DUXUpractice; DUXU case studies.

beijing museum of natural history: Dinosaur Systematics Kenneth Carpenter, Philip ]J.
Currie, 1992-07-31 In recent years dinosaurs have captured the attention of the public at an
unprecedented scale. At the heart of this resurgence in popular interest is an increased level of
research activity, much of which is innovative in the field of palaeontology. For instance, whereas
earlier palaeontological studies emphasized basic morphologic description and taxonomic
classification, modern studies attempt to examine the role and nature of dinosaurs as living animals.
More than ever before, we understand how these extinct species functioned, behaved, interacted
with each other and the environment, and evolved. Nevertheless, these studies rely on certain basic
building blocks of knowledge, including facts about dinosaur anatomy and taxonomic relationships.
One of the purposes of this volume is to unravel some of the problems surrounding dinosaur
systematics and to increase our understanding of dinosaurs as a biological species. Dinosaur
Systematics presents a current overview of dinosaur systematics using various examples to explore
what is a species in a dinosaur, what separates genders in dinosaurs, what morphological changes
occur with maturation of a species, and what morphological variations occur within a species.

beijing museum of natural history: The Ultimate Dinopedia Don Lessem, 2010 At head of
title: National Geographic Kids.

beijing museum of natural history: Encyclopedia of Dinosaurs Philip J. Currie, Kevin
Padian, 1997-10-06 This book is the most authoritative encyclopedia ever prepared on dinosaurs and
dinosaur science. In addition to entries on specific animals such as Tyrannosaurus, Triceratops, and
Velociraptor, the Encyclopedia of Dinosaurs covers reproduction, behavior, physiology, and
extinction. The book is generously illustrated with many detailed drawings and photographs, and
includes color pictures and illustrations that feature interpretations of the best known and most
important animals. All alphabetical entries are cross-referenced internally, as well as at the end of
each entry. The Encyclopedia includes up-to-date references that encourage the reader to
investigate personal interests. The most authoritative encyclopedia ever prepared on dinosaurs
Includes many detailed drawings, photographs and illustrations in both color and black-and-white
Contains comprehensively cross-referenced alphabetical entries with internal references, as well as
references at the conclusion of each entry Provides in-depth references, allowing readers to pursue
independent interests Includes sixteen plates and 35 color illustrations



beijing museum of natural history: Vertebrate Ichnology Spencer G Lucas, Adrian Hunt P,
Hendrik Klein, 2024-11-30 Vertebrate Ichnology: Introduction, History, Methodology and
Devonian-Neogene Tetrapod Tracks is a complete review and analysis of vertebrate trace fossils,
including how vertebrate trace fossils inform our understanding of major evolutionary events. It
covers all aspects of the vertebrate trace fossil record including tetrapod footprints, fish traces and
other trails, burrows, nests and more. Each record is reviewed by prominent experts with extensive
illustrations and can be used as a tool to solve problems of vertebrate biochronology and
biogeography. Megabiases in the record are identified, and trace fossils applied to analysis and the
understanding of major events in the evolutionary history of vertebrates.This is a useful daily
reference for paleontologists and geologists; and teaching professors or other researchers working
in trace fossils and related fields, including university and graduate students. - Fully covers all
aspects of the vertebrate trace fossil record through review and analysis - Includes not only
footprints, but all other kinds of vertebrate traces, bringing to the forefront relatively understudied
vertebrate trace fossils - Written by the most active and informed experts on vertebrate trace fossils
for an up-to-date and authoritative reference

beijing museum of natural history: Beast Companions John Foster, 2024-06-18 Despite
their fame and reputation, dinosaurs represent only half the story of the Mesozoic Era. In Beast
Companions: The Unsung Animals of the Dinosaurs' World, paleontologist John Foster explores the
often-overlooked animals that coexisted with them. These ancient species, often equally remarkable
as their dinosaur neighbors, can provide valuable insights into the biotic history of our planet. In
some cases, these animals reveal just as much, if not more, about the extinct ecosystems of the time
as the dinosaurs themselves. By drawing on a wealth of current and past discoveries, Foster
embarks on a sweeping journey across 164 million years to visit the beast companions of the
dinosaurs. Along the way, he examines fish, insects, the first frogs and salamanders, turtles, snakes
and lizards, marine reptiles, crocodiles, pterosaurs, birds, mammals, and other animals of the
Mesozoic Era. Beast Companions is a groundbreaking exploration of the story of these
contemporaries of the dinosaurs that set the modern world in motion more than 200 million years
ago

beijing museum of natural history: China Exchange News , 1983

beijing museum of natural history: Notodontidae & Oenosandridae (Lepidoptera) Alexander
Schintlmeister, 2013-08-05 This 11th volume in the World Catalogue of Insects comprises 4415
species in 532 genera of Notodontidae & Oenosandridae (Lepidoptera), which is about 1000 species
more than ever before provided in any catalogue. Altogether 7434 names of taxonomic entities are
included. 27 cases of new synonymies on genus level and 72 new synonymies on species group level
are reported and 15 statuses of taxa are changed. One Neotype and 24 Lectotypes are designated to
stabilize the nomenclature. In line with recognized homonymies 4 replacement names are proposed.
The catalogue also includes 107 new combinations of Notodontidae. The bibliographical source of
almost all of the listed taxa (including the infrasubspecific entities) has been checked by the author
personally. The exact type-locality of a taxon as well as the depository of the type is given, where
traceable.

beijing museum of natural history: Birds of China Liu Yang, Chen Shuihua, 2024-01-16 The
avifauna of China include a total of close to 1,500 species, of which 60 are endemic. More than 100
species are globally threatened. This new field guide, published in China by Chinese National
Geography, treats all species, illustrating every one using 4,000 individual images. Each species has
identification text and a distribution map. It is, in every way, a modern-style field guide and will fill a
void for birders within and outside China--

beijing museum of natural history: Lower and Middle Cretaceous Terrestrial
Ecosystems Spencer G. Lucas, James I. Kirkland, John W. Estep, 1998

beijing museum of natural history: Fungal Systematics and Biogeography Dhanushka
Nadeeshan Wanasinghe, Jadson Diogo Pereira Bezerra, Peter Edward Mortimer, 2022-02-24

beijing museum of natural history: Museums in China Marzia Varutti, 2014 An examination



of museums in China, surveying their development from the nineteenth century, and looking in
particular at their incredible recent proliferation. Museums in China have undergone tremendous
transformations since they first appeared in the country in the late nineteenth century. Futuristic,
state-of-the-art museums have today become symbols of China's global cultural, economic and
technological prominence, and over the last two decades, the number of Chinese museums has
increased at an unprecedented rate, with China set to become the country with the highest number
of museums in the world. But why have museums become so important? This book, based on
extensive research in a number of the museums themselves, examines recent changes in their
display methods, narratives, actors and architectural style. It also considers their representations of
Chinese national identity, millenarian history and extraordinary cultural diversity. Through an
analysis of the changes affecting not only what we observe through museums, but also the very
medium of observation (i.e. museums themselves), this book provides a unique, original and timely
exploration of the ongoing changes affecting Chinese society, and an evaluation of their
consequences. Dr Marzia Varutti is apost-doctoral fellow at the Centre for Museum Studies,
Department of Culture Studies and Oriental Languages, University of Oslo.

beijing museum of natural history: The Jehol Fossils Pei-ji Chen, Yuan Wang, Yuan-ging
Wang, 2011-09-02 No other single volume reference to the Jehol site and its fossils exists and
nowhere is there such a collection of fine photos of the fossils concerned. This book has pieced
together the most up-to-date information on the Jehol Biota, a place that has shown the world some
of the most astonishing fossil finds including the first complete skeleton of Archaeopteryx in 1861,
four-winged dinosaurs- many feathered ones, the first beaked bird, the first plants with flowers and
fruits, and thousands of species of invertebrates. Authors shed new light on a number of interesting
theoretical issues in evolutionary biology today, such as the origin and early evolution of some major
taxonomic groups. The first two chapters give an inviting introduction to the Jehol Biota in terms of
its history of study, its main components, its scientific importance, its geographical, geological and
biostratigraphic framework, and its renowned fossil discoveries. Each of the remaining chapters
deals with a particular organismal group of the Biota written by leading experts. The book is lavishly
illustrated with nearly 280 illustrations, which include 200 photographs that show the diversity of
the taxa and beauty of their preservation. The colored life restorations, elegantly done by some of
China's most celebrated scientific illustrators, give a kiss of life to the dead bones. Although targeted
primarily at an educated public, the book is also an invaluable source of information for students and
professionals in paleontology, geology, evolutionary biology and science education in general. -
Authoritative introduction to an exciting, classic Mesozoic site home to many of the world's most
important and best preserved fossils - Clear informative text accessible to the professional and lay
reader alike - Over 200 high quality photographs of a wide range of extraordinary fossils - Beautiful
colour paintings depicting reconstructed animals and plants in lifelike landscapes - Lavish, large
format, high quality production

beijing museum of natural history: Rhythms of Insect Evolution Dong Ren, Chungkun
Shih, Taiping Gao, Yongjie Wang, Yunzhi Yao, 2019-03-13 Documents morphology, taxonomy,
phylogeny, evolutionary changes, and interactions of 23 orders of insects from the Middle Jurassic
and Early Cretaceous faunas in Northern China This book showcases 23 different orders of insect
fossils from the Mid Mesozoic period (165 to 125 Ma) that were discovered in Northeastern China. It
covers not only their taxonomy and morphology, but also their potential implications on natural
sciences, such as phylogeny, function, interaction, evolution, and ecology. It covers fossil sites;
paleogeology; co-existing animals and plants in well-balanced eco-systems; insects in the spotlight;
morphological evolution and functional development; and interactions of insects with co-existing
plants, vertebrates, and other insects. The book also includes many elegant and beautiful
photographs, line drawings, and 3-D reconstructions of fossilized and extant insects. Rhythms of
Insect Evolution: Evidence from the Jurassic and Cretaceous in Northern China features chapter
coverage of such insects as the: Ephemeroptera; Odonata; Blattaria; Isoptera; Orthoptera;
Notoptera; Dermaptera; Chresmodidae; Phasmatodea; Plecoptera; Psocoptera; Homoptera;



Heteroptera; Megaloptera; Raphidioptera; Neuroptera; Coleoptera; Hymenoptera Diptera;
Mecoptera; Siphonaptera; Trichoptera and Lepidoptera. Combines academic natural science,
popular science, and artistic presentation to illustrate rhythms of evolution for fossil insects from the
Mid Mesozoic of Northern China Documents morphology, taxonomy, phylogeny, and evolutionary
changes of 23 orders of insects from the Middle Jurassic and Early Cretaceous faunas in Northern
China Presents interactions of insects with plants, vertebrates, and other insects based on
well-preserved fossil evidence Uses photos of extant insects and plants, fossil and amber specimens,
line drawings, and 3-D computer-generated reconstruction artworks to give readers clear and
enjoyable impressions of the scientific findings Introduces insect-related stories from western and
Chinese culture in text or sidebars to give global readers broader exposures Rhythms of Insect
Evolution: Evidence from the Jurassic and Cretaceous in Northern China will appeal to
entomologists, evolutionists, paleontologists, paleoecologists, and natural scientists.

beijing museum of natural history: National Geographic Kids Ultimate Dinopedia Don
Lessem, 2017 Shares in-depth information about all currently known dinosaur species organized
under major periods, providing details on such topics as physical characteristics, diet, and discovery
dates.

beijing museum of natural history: Encyclopedia of Biodiversity , 2013-02-05 The 7-volume
Encyclopedia of Biodiversity, Second Edition maintains the reputation of the highly regarded
original, presenting the most current information available in this globally crucial area of research
and study. It brings together the dimensions of biodiversity and examines both the services it
provides and the measures to protect it. Major themes of the work include the evolution of
biodiversity, systems for classifying and defining biodiversity, ecological patterns and theories of
biodiversity, and an assessment of contemporary patterns and trends in biodiversity. The science of
biodiversity has become the science of our future. It is an interdisciplinary field spanning areas of
both physical and life sciences. Our awareness of the loss of biodiversity has brought a long overdue
appreciation of the magnitude of this loss and a determination to develop the tools to protect our
future. Second edition includes over 100 new articles and 226 updated articles covering this
multidisciplinary field— from evolution to habits to economics, in 7 volumes The editors of this
edition are all well respected, instantly recognizable academics operating at the top of their
respective fields in biodiversity research; readers can be assured that they are reading material that
has been meticulously checked and reviewed by experts Approximately 1,800 figures and 350 tables
complement the text, and more than 3,000 glossary entries explain key terms

beijing museum of natural history: Ich Bin Ein Beijinger Kaiser Kuo, 2008-09

beijing museum of natural history: Evolution of Fossil Ecosystems Paul Selden, John Nudds,
2012-03-15 Evolution of Fossil Ecosystems describes all of the main Fossil Lagerstatten (sites of
exceptional fossil preservation) from around the world in a chronological order. It covers the history
of research, stratigraphy and taphonomy, main faunal and floral elements, and the palaeoecology of
each site and gives a comparison with coeval sites around the w
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