
being an english teacher in japan

being an english teacher in japan offers a unique opportunity to immerse
oneself in a rich cultural environment while contributing to the growth of
English language proficiency among Japanese learners. This profession has
gained popularity due to Japan’s increasing demand for English education,
fueled by globalization and international business relations. Aspiring
educators can expect a rewarding experience that combines teaching with
cultural exchange, professional development, and personal growth. This
article explores the essential aspects of becoming an English teacher in
Japan, including qualifications, job opportunities, cultural challenges, and
benefits. Additionally, it covers practical advice on navigating the
application process, understanding the teaching environment, and adapting to
life in Japan. Whether considering a career move or seeking international
teaching experience, this guide will provide comprehensive insights into the
realities and advantages of being an English teacher in Japan.
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Job Opportunities and Work Environments

Cultural Considerations and Classroom Dynamics

Benefits and Challenges of Teaching English in Japan

Practical Tips for Living and Working in Japan

Qualifications and Requirements for Teaching
English in Japan
To succeed in being an English teacher in Japan, understanding the necessary
qualifications and requirements is crucial. Japan’s teaching market primarily
seeks candidates with a strong command of English and certain educational
credentials. These prerequisites vary depending on the type of institution,
ranging from public schools to private language academies.

Educational Background and Certifications
Most teaching positions in Japan require a bachelor’s degree in any field.
While degrees in education or English may enhance employability, they are not
always mandatory. Additionally, possessing certifications such as TEFL
(Teaching English as a Foreign Language) or TESOL (Teaching English to
Speakers of Other Languages) significantly improves job prospects by



demonstrating teaching competence and methodology knowledge.

Visa and Legal Requirements
Foreign nationals must obtain a work visa to legally teach in Japan. The most
common visa for English teachers is the Instructor or Specialist in
Humanities/International Services visa. Employers often assist with visa
sponsorship, but candidates should be prepared to provide necessary
documentation, including degrees, certificates, and a clean criminal record.
Ensuring compliance with immigration laws is mandatory for a stable and legal
teaching career.

Language Skills and Experience
While native-level English proficiency is highly preferred, some institutions
value previous teaching experience. However, many entry-level positions are
open to candidates without prior experience if they demonstrate enthusiasm
and cultural adaptability. Basic Japanese language skills, though not
required, can enhance communication and integration into society, as well as
improve classroom management.

Job Opportunities and Work Environments
Being an English teacher in Japan offers diverse employment opportunities
across various settings. Understanding the job market and typical work
environments can help candidates identify suitable roles aligned with their
career goals and lifestyle preferences.

Public Schools and the JET Program
The Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) Program is one of the most popular
avenues for foreign English teachers. It places participants in public
schools as Assistant Language Teachers (ALTs) working alongside Japanese
teachers. This government-sponsored program offers competitive benefits, a
structured work schedule, and a supportive community, making it an ideal
entry point for newcomers.

Private Language Schools (Eikaiwa)
Private language schools, known as eikaiwa, are widespread throughout Japan
and provide teaching opportunities mainly to children and adults. These
schools often have more flexible teaching styles and schedules compared to
public schools. However, contracts may vary, and some positions require
working evenings and weekends.



Universities and Specialized Institutions
Universities and specialized educational institutions hire English
instructors for academic courses. These roles typically require higher
qualifications, such as a master’s degree or relevant teaching experience.
University positions often offer better pay and benefits but can be highly
competitive.

Corporate and Private Tutoring
In addition to schools, many English teachers work in corporate training or
private tutoring. These positions focus on business English and communication
skills, catering to professionals seeking to improve their language
abilities. Such roles can offer flexible hours and higher hourly rates but
may require extensive experience and networking.

Cultural Considerations and Classroom Dynamics
Being an English teacher in Japan involves adapting to unique cultural norms
and classroom expectations. Understanding these factors can enhance teaching
effectiveness and foster positive relationships with students and colleagues.

Respect and Hierarchical Structures
Japanese society emphasizes respect and hierarchy, which extends into
educational settings. Teachers are regarded with high esteem, and maintaining
a professional demeanor is essential. Being aware of formalities, such as
polite language and appropriate gestures, helps build trust and rapport.

Teaching Styles and Student Behavior
Japanese classrooms may differ from Western ones in terms of student
interaction and participation. Students often exhibit reserved behavior and
may be hesitant to speak up, especially in large groups. Teachers need to
employ strategies that encourage communication, such as pair work, role-
plays, and interactive activities tailored to the learners’ proficiency
levels.

Workplace Culture and Colleague Relationships
Collaboration with Japanese teachers and staff is a key part of the job.
Workplace culture tends to value harmony, punctuality, and group consensus.
Building good relationships with colleagues by showing respect and
flexibility contributes to a positive work environment. Participating in



staff meetings and school events also helps integration.

Benefits and Challenges of Teaching English in
Japan
Being an English teacher in Japan comes with a range of advantages and
obstacles. Recognizing these aspects allows prospective teachers to prepare
adequately and make informed decisions.

Advantages of Teaching English in Japan

Cultural Immersion: Living and working in Japan provides deep exposure
to Japanese traditions, language, and lifestyle.

Competitive Salary and Benefits: Many teaching positions offer stable
salaries, paid holidays, and health insurance.

Professional Development: Opportunities to improve teaching skills and
gain international experience.

Travel and Exploration: Japan’s diverse regions and proximity to other
Asian countries facilitate travel during breaks.

Community and Networking: Access to supportive expatriate groups and
professional networks.

Common Challenges Faced by English Teachers

Language Barrier: Limited Japanese proficiency can complicate daily life
and communication.

Cultural Adjustment: Adapting to different social norms and expectations
may be difficult initially.

Workload and Scheduling: Some teaching jobs require long hours or
weekend work.

Classroom Management: Engaging shy or passive students can be
challenging.

Contractual Limitations: Short-term contracts might cause job
insecurity.



Practical Tips for Living and Working in Japan
Successfully navigating life as an English teacher in Japan requires
practical preparation and ongoing adaptation. The following tips help
optimize the experience and overcome common obstacles.

Preparing Before Arrival
Researching visa procedures, securing housing, and understanding cultural
etiquette before moving to Japan is essential. Learning basic Japanese
phrases and customs facilitates smoother integration. Packing appropriate
clothing for seasonal changes and teaching needs also contributes to comfort
and professionalism.

Adapting to Daily Life
Establishing routines, such as using public transportation and managing
finances, supports daily living. Joining local clubs or language exchange
groups can build social connections. Being open-minded and patient during
cultural adjustments helps reduce stress and fosters positive experiences.

Enhancing Teaching Effectiveness
Developing lesson plans that incorporate interactive and culturally relevant
materials engages students more effectively. Seeking feedback from colleagues
and students aids continuous improvement. Utilizing technology and multimedia
resources can diversify teaching methods and maintain student interest.

Maintaining Work-Life Balance
Balancing work responsibilities with leisure activities is vital for long-
term well-being. Exploring Japan’s natural beauty, cuisine, and festivals
during free time enriches the teaching experience. Setting clear boundaries
around work hours helps prevent burnout.

Networking and Professional Growth
Connecting with other English teachers and participating in professional
development workshops expands knowledge and career opportunities. Joining
organizations related to English education in Japan provides access to
resources, job leads, and community support.



Frequently Asked Questions

What qualifications are needed to become an English
teacher in Japan?
Most English teaching positions in Japan require at least a bachelor's degree
in any field. Additionally, having a TEFL/TESOL certification can improve job
prospects. Some programs, like the JET Programme, also have specific
eligibility requirements.

What are the common types of English teaching jobs
available in Japan?
Common English teaching jobs in Japan include positions in public schools
through the JET Programme, private conversation schools (eikaiwa),
international schools, universities, and private tutoring.

What is the typical salary for an English teacher in
Japan?
The typical salary ranges from ¥250,000 to ¥300,000 per month for entry-level
positions, which is approximately $2,300 to $2,700 USD. Salaries can vary
depending on the employer, location, and experience.

Do English teachers in Japan need to speak Japanese?
While it is not always required to speak Japanese fluently, having basic
Japanese language skills is highly beneficial for daily life and classroom
management. Some employers prefer candidates who can communicate in Japanese.

What is the work culture like for English teachers
in Japan?
Work culture in Japan is generally formal and punctual. English teachers
often work Monday to Friday with weekends off, but hours can vary. Respect
for hierarchy and following school policies are important aspects of the work
environment.

Can foreigners easily obtain a work visa to teach
English in Japan?
Yes, foreigners can obtain a work visa to teach English in Japan if they have
a bachelor's degree and a job offer from a sponsoring employer. The employer
typically assists with the visa application process.



What challenges do English teachers face when
teaching in Japan?
Challenges include adapting to cultural differences, dealing with students
who may be shy or reluctant to speak English, navigating bureaucratic
requirements, and adjusting to the Japanese work environment and
expectations.

How can English teachers in Japan improve their
teaching skills?
Teachers can improve their skills by attending professional development
workshops, learning about Japanese culture and education styles, gaining
feedback from peers and supervisors, and continuously updating their teaching
materials and methods.

What benefits besides salary do English teaching
jobs in Japan typically offer?
Many positions offer benefits such as paid vacation, health insurance,
housing allowance or assistance, airfare reimbursement, and opportunities for
travel and cultural exchange within Japan.

Additional Resources
1. Teaching English in Japan: A Practical Guide for New Teachers
This book offers a comprehensive overview for educators starting their
careers in Japan. It covers classroom management, cultural nuances, and
effective lesson planning tailored to Japanese students. The guide includes
practical tips to navigate school systems and engage learners of various
ages.

2. Cultural Bridges: Teaching English in Japanese Classrooms
Focusing on cross-cultural communication, this book helps teachers understand
Japanese student behavior and learning styles. It provides strategies to
build rapport and create an inclusive classroom environment. Readers will
find insights into balancing Western teaching methods with Japanese
educational norms.

3. English Education in Japan: Challenges and Opportunities
This title explores the landscape of English language teaching in Japan,
discussing policy changes and societal attitudes. It addresses common
challenges teachers face, such as limited speaking practice and exam-focused
curricula. The book also highlights innovative approaches to improve language
acquisition.

4. Classroom Strategies for English Teachers in Japan
Designed for both novice and experienced teachers, this book presents



effective instructional techniques suitable for Japanese learners. It
includes lesson plan templates, activity ideas, and assessment methods.
Emphasis is placed on fostering student participation and confidence in
English.

5. Living and Teaching in Japan: An ESL Teacher’s Handbook
Beyond classroom instruction, this handbook covers daily life as an English
teacher in Japan. Topics include cultural adjustment, workplace etiquette,
and building community connections. The book serves as a valuable resource
for those preparing for or currently living abroad.

6. Innovative English Teaching Methods for Japanese Students
This book showcases creative approaches to teaching English that resonate
with Japanese learners. It highlights technology integration, project-based
learning, and interactive games. Teachers will find inspiration to make
lessons more engaging and effective.

7. Understanding Japanese Students: A Guide for ESL Teachers
Delving into the psychology and motivation of Japanese students, this guide
aids teachers in tailoring their methods. It discusses common student
attitudes toward English and how to encourage active learning. The book also
addresses communication barriers and strategies to overcome them.

8. English Conversation Practice for Japanese Learners
This resource provides structured activities and dialogues aimed at improving
spoken English skills. It is ideal for teachers seeking to enhance their
students’ conversational abilities. The book includes cultural notes and
pronunciation tips specific to Japanese speakers.

9. Assessment and Feedback in Japanese English Classrooms
Focusing on evaluation techniques, this book helps teachers design fair and
effective assessments. It covers formative and summative assessments,
feedback delivery, and student self-assessment practices. The guide
emphasizes culturally appropriate methods to encourage student improvement.
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anecdotes about money, jobs, visas, food, hot springs, capsule hotels and daily life. Read about the
Restroom Knock, The Case of the Missing Westerners and why competition for jobs may be tougher
in 2008-09. By the way, what is the English Effect and how does it help English teachers seemingly
rule the world in Japan. Get the facts about the job and enjoy the stories about the life.(1st Edition
2006 titled ORDINARY ENGLISH-SPEAKING MEN, EXTRAORDINARY BEAUTIFUL WOMEN,
TEACHING ENGLISH IN JAPAN).
  being an english teacher in japan: Ganbatte Means Go for It! Celeste Heiter, 2002 A step by
step guide to researching the market, getting a job, moving to Japan and succeeding as an English
teacher abroad. Includes the popular ODo You Have What It TakesO questionnaire.
  being an english teacher in japan: Black Teachers of English(es) in Japan Gregory Paul
Glasgow, 2024-12-10 This book examines the pedagogical and professional experiences of a
transnational group of teachers from the African continent and diaspora who made the decision to
live and teach English in Japan. Through a layered analytical framework, it explores how these
teachers struggle to negotiate their raciolinguistic identities in contexts that may prove to be
professionally supportive in some cases but marginalizing in others. The author contends that
although multiculturalism and diversity within ELT in Japan may currently seem to be more
prevalent, the agency that Black teachers exercise in promoting their own cultures and language
varieties may be constrained depending on the characteristics of the institutions in which they
teach. The issues raised in this volume will be relevant to educators, administrators, curriculum and
materials developers, and researchers committed to promoting equity, racial harmony and
intercultural understanding in language education.
  being an english teacher in japan: Exploring Language Teacher Efficacy in Japan Gene
Thompson, 2020-05-14 This book examines language teacher efficacy beliefs, focusing on the
individual and collective beliefs of Japanese high school teachers. It discusses personal and
collective dimensions of language teacher efficacy related to personal second language (L2)
capability, instructional L2 efficacy and collective capability towards collaboration. The book
provides a detailed discussion about the ways in which these beliefs develop and situates the
findings within the wider field of teacher efficacy research. It helps further understanding of factors
that may influence teacher self-efficacy and suggests new directions for research to explore in future
studies. It will appeal to postgraduates and researchers with an interest in language teacher
cognition, the psychology of language teaching and those in the wider fields of self-efficacy, teacher
efficacy and teacher agency. It is also of use to those with an interest in the high school English
education system in Japan, as well as researchers investigating similar contexts.
  being an english teacher in japan: Language Teacher Recognition Alison Stewart,
2020-03-02 This book presents the career narratives of an under-researched group of teachers:
immigrant Filipino teachers of English working mainly with young and very young learners in Japan.
It provides a nuanced and revealing critique of poststructuralist views of identity and proposes
recognition theories as an alternative perspective. It explores the role of the community found in
language teacher associations in the formation and strengthening of language teacher identity and
reveals new insights into morality and social justice in language teacher identity. The narratives of
the teachers and the communities of which they are part demonstrate how prejudice affects these
teachers' lives, and how speaking about and celebrating success can affirm individual and group
identity.
  being an english teacher in japan: How To Be an English Teacher Abroad HowExpert,
Emily Nemchick, 2013-03-21 Have you ever thought about taking a year or two to travel abroad? If
your answer is yes, then this is the perfect book for you. How To Be an English Teacher Abroad is an
insider’s guide to living and working abroad. Whether you are a seasoned professional looking for a
career change or a fresh university graduate who wants to explore the world, teaching English
abroad is a great experience. This guide will take you through every aspect of teaching abroad step
by step, along with helpful tips about how to make the most of living abroad. The guide includes: •
Why you should decide to teach English abroad • Which countries are the best (and worst) to teach



in • First-hand info about culture, food and travel abroad • Detailed instructions about how to create
a first class lesson plan • Tricks to being a better teacher than anyone else out there • Insider
knowledge about housing, job-seeking, finances and much more • Tips on how to get started with
your teaching abroad experience • Help identifying the best teaching jobs and opportunities • Lots
of advice and mistakes shared with you from the author’s personal experience • What teaching
abroad can do for your future career With a different aspect of the world of teaching English abroad
discussed in every chapter, this book is a comprehensive, easy to follow guide to help you on the
road to success. About the Expert Emily Nemchick is an English writer who has lived in five different
countries and currently resides in the United States. After gaining a degree from the University of
Cambridge she decided to become an English teacher and signed up for a TEFL course in the Czech
Republic. Emily spent a year teaching English in Prague, where she gained a great deal of firsthand
knowledge about what it means to live, work and teach abroad. With teaching connections from
Europe to Asia, there is little she doesn’t know about the world of TEFL. Emily lives in Pittsburgh
with her husband, whom she met in Prague, and enjoys painting, reading and baking. HowExpert
publishes quick 'how to' guides on all topics from A to Z by everyday experts.
  being an english teacher in japan: Smudging Composition Lines of Identity and Teacher
Knowledge Elaine Chan, Vicki Ross, 2023-12-08 The dilemmas and tensions uncovered directly from
the perspective of teachers and teacher educators develop narrative inquiry as a methodological
approach to examining teacher knowledge in cross-cultural teaching, providing invaluable findings
for teachers, teacher educators, and educational researchers internationally.
  being an english teacher in japan: Japanese Education Reform Christopher P. Hood,
2003-09-02 The Japanese education system has attracted increasing attention over the past 20
years, largely due to the belief that it has been central to Japan's economic growth. Many have felt,
however that the system is stunted by an inability, or perhaps even on an incapacity, to change. This
study challenges these contentions. It examines the reform policies implemented by Prime Minister
Nakasone during the 1980s and argues that, not only has the system changed considerably as a
result of Nakasone's work, but that it continues to do so. It analyses the key areas of the education
reform debate, in particular internationalism, government control of education, increased
liberalization and various social problems, and considers the degree to which response to them have
been successful. This book will be of great interest to all those interested in the Japanese
educational system.
  being an english teacher in japan: English in Japan in the Era of Globalization P.
Seargeant, 2011-07-19 Leading scholars in the field examine the role played by the English language
in contemporary Japanese society. Their various chapters cover the nature, status, and function of
English in Japan, focusing on the ways in which globalization is influencing language practices in the
country.
  being an english teacher in japan: Multiculturalism, Language, and Race in English
Education in Japan: Agency, Pedagogy, and Reckoning Gregory Paul Glasgow , 2023-03-15 It is
claimed that the English language teaching (ELT) profession incorporates principles of
multiculturalism, tolerance, and pluralism, especially since it is viewed as a practical tool to promote
intercultural exchange. However, as movements for social justice worldwide become more prevalent,
some stakeholders in the field are beginning to question the field’s genuine commitment to such
values. In Japan, for example, is the English language truly viewed as a practical communication tool
to engage with diverse interlocutors on the global stage? Or do problematic discourses regarding
the notion of the “ownership of English” and the ‘idealized speaker of English’ prevail due to the
lingering dichotomy between so-called ‘non-native’ English-speaking teachers (NNESTs) and ‘native’
English-speaking teachers (NESTs) — a dichotomy that unfortunately intersects with views of
ethnoracial and cultural difference, and which leads to discriminatory tendencies in pedagogical
practices, educational cultures, and social structures? The overall purpose of this volume is to
initiate conversations about how issues surrounding language, race, and multiculturalism currently
inform pedagogical practice in English Language Teaching (ELT) in Japan. We—the editor and



contributors—intend to explore these issues with the hope that the experiences and pedagogical
actions documented in this volume will motivate others to reflect on current challenges, raise
appreciation for diversity in ELT, and dismantle inequities.
  being an english teacher in japan: Navigating English Policy and Practice in Japan’s Primary
Schools Peter Ferguson, 2025-09-10 This book investigates recent changes in language education
policy and the implementation of English as a foreign language (EFL) in Japan’s public elementary
schools. Through interviews with policymakers, school principals and elementary school teachers, it
examines the challenges in creating, transmitting and applying this new language policy. It reveals
not only the contents of language policy documents, but the political and socioeconomic rationale for
introducing EFL into Japan’s national curriculum. This book will aid understanding of various
macro-level discourses, such as progressive and conservative views of schooling in Japan and how
globalization has affected attitudes toward English education. It will be of interest to researchers in
language policy and planning, second language acquisition, second language teacher education and
Japanese studies.
  being an english teacher in japan: Can the Japanese Change Their Education System?
Roger Goodman, David Phillips, 2003-01-01 This volume analyses the success or otherwise of reform
efforts in Japanese education since the Second World War. Contributors address a wide variety of
themes from differing perspectives, their articles ranging from a historical study of reform efforts
during the military occupation of Japan, through an analysis of educational developments under
Prime Minister Nakasone, to the practical effects of changes in the teaching of mathematics. It will
be of interest to all students of education in Japan.
  being an english teacher in japan: Teaching English at Japanese Universities Paul Wadden,
Chris Carl Hale, 2018-10-26 Written by leading English-language educators in Japan, this Handbook
provides an in-depth guide for the new generation of teachers at Japanese universities. In clear,
accessible prose, it offers practical and detailed advice on effective classroom pedagogy, student
motivation, learning styles, classroom culture, national language policy, career opportunities,
departmental politics, administrative mindset, and institutional identity. Its four sections—The
setting, The courses, The classroom, and The workplace—examine issues faced by university
language teachers as well as challenges confronted by the increasing number of scholars teaching
English as a Medium of Instruction (EMI) and Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL)
courses. Firmly grounded in contemporary teaching method and theory, the Handbook’s 23 chapters
also acknowledge the influence of diverse movements such as World Englishes, global issues,
gender, and positive psychology. Its three appendices contain information on organizations, books,
journals, and websites particularly useful for Japanese university educators; explanation of types and
rankings of schools; ways to learn more about individual institutions for job-hunting; and detailed
information on the structure (and Japanese titles) of faculty and non-teaching staff at the typical
university. This Handbook is an invaluable resource for anyone teaching, or aspiring to teach, at a
Japanese university.
  being an english teacher in japan: The Japan Daily Mail , 1889
  being an english teacher in japan: Asian Perspectives on Teacher Education Shin'ichi Suzuki,
Edward R. Howe, 2013-09-13 Research into teacher education is dominated by Anglophone
literature, with the inevitable result that teacher education in non-English speaking regions of the
world largely remains unexamined. This book fills the gap in the existing literature and comprises
twelve invited contributions from an international panel of educationists. To provide the reader with
a clear structure, the book offers a detailed introduction and afterword which brings together the
various themes examined in each chapter. The contributions offer perspectives on teacher education
in the Asian region, perspectives which, until now, have been missing from contemporary debate on
teacher education. Presenting research from Australia, Japan, the USA, the People’s Republic of
China, the Republic of Korea and Vietnam, this book examines the varied situations teacher
educators experience in their own countries; in so doing the researchers identify resonances and
dissonances in comparison with the dominant Anglophone research literature on the same subjects.



This book is an important contribution to the comparative study of teacher education in the first
decade of the twenty-first century, giving a voice to an important sector of the international
community of teacher educators. This book was published as a special issue of Journal of Education
for Teaching: International research and pedagogy.
  being an english teacher in japan: Attitudes to English Study among Japanese, Chinese and
Korean Women Yoko Kobayashi, 2020-11-05 This edited book comprises chapters integrated around
a central theme on college-educated Japanese, Korean, and Chinese women’s orientation to English
study. The collection is composed of two parts: (1) East Asian women’s motivation to study in the
West and (2) East Asian women’s dream to use English as a career. The first part discusses their
international migration as facilitated by factors characteristic of East Asian nations (e.g.
middle-class women’s access to advanced education and yet unequal access to professional career)
and other factors inherent in each nation (e.g. different social evaluations of women equipped with
competitive overseas degrees and English proficiency). The second part sheds light on the dreams
and realities of East Asian female adults who, having been avid English learners, aim for dream jobs
(e.g. interpreters) or have few other career choices but to be re-trained as English specialists or
even as Japanese language teachers working abroad. This collection is suitable for any scholar
interested in the lives and voices of young educated women who strive to empower themselves with
language skills in the seemingly promising neoliberal world that is, however, riddled with ideological
contradictions.
  being an english teacher in japan: CultureShock! Japan Raina Ong, 2017-02-15
CultureShock! Japan will guide you through the confusion you will inevitably feel when moving to
the Land of the Rising Sun. Peppered with personal anecdotes, this book gives practical advice on
how to navigate Japan’s fascinating and complex culture with ease and what to expect at a typical
izakaya with your fellow “salarymen” after a long day at work. Discover the best time to view sakura
in full bloom in each prefecture and where the best ryokans are. Learn the do’s and don't’s when
dining at someone’s home and the right way to eat sushi. So whether you require information on
office etiquette or where to find a hot spring, CultureShock! Japan covers it all and help you enjoy
your stay in the country. About the Series CultureShock! is a dynamic, comprehensive series of
guides for travellers looking to truly understand the countries they are visiting, working in or
moving to. Each title explains the country’s customs, traditions and social and business etiquette in a
lively, informative style. CultureShock! authors, all of whom have experienced the joys and pitfalls of
cultural adaptation, are ideally placed to provide warm and helpful advice to those who seek to
integrate seamlessly into diverse cultures.
  being an english teacher in japan: Crucifixion? Yes! Darvin Babiuk, 2023-06-11 People's lives
can change by the smallest of circumstances, turning left at an intersection instead of right, sitting
beside an unknown person in a crowded lecture hall, filling in at work for a colleague while they go
on vacation. My life changed when in my last semester of Graduate study, I saw an ad posted by the
Japanese government to come work in the Land of the Rising Sun. The idea was that I'd have a bit of
an adventure, make some money, and take the time to consider whether I wanted to get a Doctorate
degree or not. Three decades years later, I was still doing it, finding a fertile niche working in
post-secondary institutions and as a trainer for Oil and Gas operations in the Middle East, Central
Asia and North Africa. As the Japanese proverb goes, I'd already eaten the poison, so I might as well
lick the plate. I've lived under absolute monarchies, constitutional monarchies, a number of
Presidents-for-Life, civil wars, foreign military occupations and outright terrorist dictatorships.
Along the way, I've played Duck, Duck, Goose with Japanese elementary school students; become a
bit of a media celebrity for no earthly reason other than the accident of my birthplace; witnessed the
aftermath of a crucifixion in Yemen; seriously thought I was about to be kidnapped for ransom; had
three colleagues shot dead a football field away from where I was standing; was within spitting
distance of where modern drone warfare was born, and commuted to work in an armoured convoy of
Toyota Land Cruisers, wearing full body armour and accompanied by up to a half dozen armed
private security members. So it began playing Duck, Duck, Goose and progressed to trying to avoid



the terrorism, revolutions and uprisings.
  being an english teacher in japan: Japan Weekly Mail , 1897
  being an english teacher in japan: Exploring Japanese University English Teachers'
Professional Identity Diane Nagatomo, 2012 This book examines the professional identities of a
highly influential group of English language teachers in Japan: Japanese university English teachers.
It focuses on how relatively new teachers develop their professional identities, how gender impacts
the professional identities of female professors, and how teaching practices and beliefs reflect
personal and professional identity.
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