
behavior technician salary per hour

behavior technician salary per hour is a key consideration for individuals pursuing a career as a

Registered Behavior Technician (RBT) or similar roles in behavioral health services. Understanding the

hourly wage helps prospective and current behavior technicians assess the financial viability of the

profession, plan career goals, and negotiate compensation effectively. This article explores the factors

influencing the behavior technician salary per hour, including geographic location, experience,

certification, and employer type. Additionally, it provides insight into average wages, benefits, and how

the salary compares to related occupations. Detailed information on salary trends and growth

opportunities is also covered to give a comprehensive overview of earning potential within this field. By

examining these aspects, readers will gain a clear understanding of the economic landscape for

behavior technicians. The following sections break down these elements systematically for clarity and

depth.
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Average Behavior Technician Salary Per Hour

The average behavior technician salary per hour varies depending on multiple factors but generally

falls within a competitive range for entry-level and mid-level healthcare professionals. On average,

behavior technicians earn between $15 to $25 per hour across the United States. This rate reflects the

specialized nature of their role in implementing behavior intervention plans and supporting individuals

with developmental disabilities or behavioral challenges. Factors such as employer type, state

regulations, and experience level heavily influence this figure. Entry-level technicians typically start at

the lower end of the scale, while those with several years of experience or advanced certifications may

command higher wages. This section outlines the typical salary range and provides context for the

variations observed in the field.

National Average Hourly Wage

According to recent data, the national average hourly wage for behavior technicians is approximately

$18 to $20 per hour. This average encompasses a wide range of settings including schools, clinics,

and private practices. The demand for qualified behavior technicians continues to grow, supporting

steady wage increases in many regions.

Comparison with Related Roles

Behavior technicians often earn less than licensed professionals such as Board Certified Behavior

Analysts (BCBAs), but their pay is competitive when compared to other entry-level healthcare support

positions. For example, similar roles like therapy assistants or paraprofessionals may have comparable

hourly rates, though specialized training in applied behavior analysis (ABA) can justify higher

compensation.



Factors Affecting Behavior Technician Hourly Wage

Several factors contribute to the variability in behavior technician salary per hour. Understanding these

elements is critical for both employers setting competitive wages and technicians seeking optimal

compensation. Key influences include experience, education, certification status, geographic location,

and the specific employer or industry sector.

Experience Level

Experience is one of the primary determinants of hourly wage. New behavior technicians typically start

at or near the minimum wage threshold, while those with several years of hands-on experience and

proven competency in behavior intervention can earn significantly more. Experience often correlates

with increased responsibilities and the ability to handle more complex cases.

Certification and Credentials

Obtaining certification, such as becoming a Registered Behavior Technician (RBT), often leads to

higher hourly pay. Employers value certified technicians for their verified knowledge and skills, making

certification a direct factor in salary negotiations.

Employer Type

The type of organization employing a behavior technician influences salary rates. Public schools,

private clinics, hospitals, and home healthcare providers all offer varying pay scales based on budget

constraints, funding sources, and demand for services.



Certification and Education Impact on Salary

Certification and education levels play a significant role in determining the behavior technician salary

per hour. While a high school diploma may be sufficient for entry-level positions, completing

specialized training and obtaining certification can enhance earning potential substantially.

Registered Behavior Technician (RBT) Certification

The RBT credential is widely recognized and often required for employment as a behavior technician.

Achieving this certification demonstrates proficiency in applied behavior analysis techniques and ethical

standards. Certified RBTs generally command higher hourly wages than non-certified peers.

Additional Training and Education

Technicians who pursue further education, such as associate or bachelor's degrees in psychology,

education, or related fields, may qualify for higher-paying roles or supervisory positions. Continuing

education also supports career advancement and salary growth over time.

Geographic Variations in Pay

Location is a major factor influencing the behavior technician salary per hour due to regional economic

differences, cost of living, and demand for behavioral health services. Salaries tend to be higher in

urban areas and states with greater demand for ABA services.

High-Paying States

States such as California, New York, Massachusetts, and Washington typically offer higher hourly

wages for behavior technicians, often exceeding $20 per hour. These regions have robust healthcare

industries and greater funding for behavioral health programs.



Lower-Paying Regions

In contrast, rural areas and states with lower costs of living may offer salaries closer to the minimum

wage or slightly above, sometimes falling below the national average. This disparity can affect

recruitment and retention of qualified technicians in these areas.

Employment Settings and Salary Differences

The setting in which a behavior technician works greatly influences their salary. Different environments

have unique funding models and operational budgets that impact hourly wages.

School Systems

Behavior technicians employed by public or private schools often receive steady salaries aligned with

standardized pay scales. While benefits may be comprehensive, hourly wages may be lower compared

to clinical settings.

Clinical and Private Practice

Clinics and private practices may offer higher hourly wages to attract qualified behavior technicians,

especially in competitive markets. These settings often provide opportunities for overtime and bonuses

based on performance.

Home-Based Services

Technicians providing in-home therapy services may experience variable pay depending on client

volume, travel requirements, and employer policies. Some home-based roles offer flexible schedules

and mileage reimbursements.



Benefits and Additional Compensation

Beyond the base salary, behavior technicians may receive various benefits and forms of additional

compensation that enhance overall earnings and job satisfaction.

Health insurance and dental coverage

Paid time off and holidays

Retirement plan options such as 401(k)

Overtime pay and shift differentials

Continuing education reimbursement

Performance bonuses and incentives

The availability and quality of these benefits vary by employer and can significantly augment the value

of the hourly wage.

Career Growth and Salary Trends

The field of applied behavior analysis is expanding, leading to increased demand for qualified behavior

technicians and upward pressure on salaries. Career growth opportunities include advancement to

supervisory roles, pursuing BCBA certification, or specializing in niche populations.



Salary Growth Over Time

Behavior technicians with sustained experience and additional credentials can expect gradual

increases in hourly wages. Industry trends suggest an average annual wage growth rate that outpaces

many other entry-level healthcare professions.

Advancement Opportunities

Progression beyond the technician level often results in substantial salary increases. Roles such as

behavior analyst or clinical supervisor offer higher pay scales, reflecting greater responsibilities and

expertise requirements.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the average hourly salary of a behavior technician in the

United States?

The average hourly salary of a behavior technician in the United States typically ranges from $15 to

$22 per hour, depending on location, experience, and employer.

How does geographic location affect behavior technician hourly

wages?

Behavior technician hourly wages vary significantly by geographic location, with higher pay rates

commonly found in metropolitan areas and states with higher living costs, such as California and New

York.

What factors influence the hourly salary of a behavior technician?

Factors influencing the hourly salary of a behavior technician include education level, certifications like



RBT (Registered Behavior Technician), years of experience, employer type, and regional demand for

services.

Do behavior technicians receive overtime pay, and how does it impact

their hourly earnings?

Yes, behavior technicians are typically eligible for overtime pay, which is usually 1.5 times their regular

hourly rate for hours worked beyond 40 per week, potentially increasing their overall hourly earnings.

How does certification as a Registered Behavior Technician (RBT)

affect hourly salary?

Certification as a Registered Behavior Technician (RBT) generally leads to higher hourly wages

compared to non-certified technicians, often adding $1 to $3 more per hour due to increased

qualifications and job responsibilities.

What is the salary outlook for behavior technicians in the next few

years?

The salary outlook for behavior technicians is positive, with demand growing in healthcare and

educational sectors, likely leading to gradual increases in hourly wages and more job opportunities.

Additional Resources

1. Understanding Behavior Technician Salaries: A Comprehensive Guide

This book dives into the factors that influence the hourly wages of behavior technicians. It covers

industry standards, geographic variations, and the impact of certification and experience. Readers will

gain insight into how to negotiate better pay and advance their careers effectively.

2. Maximizing Your Earnings as a Behavior Technician

Focused on practical strategies, this guide helps behavior technicians increase their hourly salary



through skill development and professional growth. It includes tips on continuing education, networking,

and finding high-paying employers. The book also explores alternative work settings that offer

competitive compensation.

3. The Economics of Behavior Technician Pay

This title offers an in-depth analysis of the economic factors that affect behavior technician salaries. It

examines supply and demand trends, healthcare policies, and funding sources that impact wages.

Readers will understand the broader market forces shaping their earning potential.

4. Salary Negotiation for Behavior Technicians

Learn how to confidently negotiate your hourly pay with employers using techniques outlined in this

book. It provides scripts, case studies, and advice on presenting your value effectively. The guide also

discusses timing and preparation for salary discussions in various work environments.

5. Behavior Technician Salary Trends: Past, Present, and Future

Explore how behavior technician salaries have evolved over the years and what the future might hold.

This book includes data analysis, comparisons with other allied health professions, and predictions

based on current industry developments. It’s a valuable resource for those planning long-term careers.

6. Geographic Salary Differences for Behavior Technicians

This book highlights how location affects hourly wages for behavior technicians across the country and

internationally. It covers cost of living adjustments, regional demand, and state-specific certification

requirements. Readers can use this information to make informed decisions about relocation or remote

work opportunities.

7. Certification and Its Impact on Behavior Technician Pay

Discover the correlation between various certifications and hourly salary levels in this focused guide. It

reviews credentialing bodies, required qualifications, and how certification boosts credibility and

compensation. The book is ideal for those considering certification or recertification.

8. Workplace Settings and Salary Variations for Behavior Technicians



This title explores how different employment settings—from schools to private clinics—affect pay rates

for behavior technicians. It discusses the pros and cons of each environment, including benefits,

workload, and advancement opportunities. Readers will learn how to align their workplace choice with

salary goals.

9. Financial Planning for Behavior Technicians: Making the Most of Your Hourly Wage

Beyond salary, this book offers advice on budgeting, saving, and investing for behavior technicians. It

helps readers understand how to stretch their hourly earnings effectively and plan for financial security.

The guide also touches on benefits negotiation and tax considerations relevant to the profession.
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