best buddies leadership conference

best buddies leadership conference is a highly anticipated annual event that
brings together students, educators, and community leaders dedicated to
fostering inclusion, leadership, and personal development. The conference
serves as a platform for participants to engage in workshops, networking, and
motivational sessions aimed at empowering individuals with and without
intellectual and developmental disabilities. This comprehensive gathering
emphasizes the importance of friendship, advocacy, and leadership skills that
can be applied in schools and communities nationwide. Attendees gain valuable
insights into creating inclusive environments and developing meaningful
relationships through shared experiences. The event highlights the core
mission of Best Buddies International while offering practical tools for
leadership growth. This article provides an in-depth look at the best buddies
leadership conference, including its history, structure, key benefits, and
how to participate. Below is an overview of the main topics covered in this
article.
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Overview of the Best Buddies Leadership
Conference

The Best Buddies Leadership Conference is a dynamic event designed to unite
diverse individuals committed to fostering inclusion and leadership among
people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD). This
conference provides an engaging environment where participants can learn,
collaborate, and grow as advocates and leaders. It features keynote speakers,
interactive workshops, and networking sessions that inspire attendees to
champion inclusion in their schools, workplaces, and communities. The
conference is a cornerstone of Best Buddies International’s efforts to create
lasting social change by empowering youth and adults alike to become
proactive leaders and friends.



Purpose and Goals

The primary purpose of the best buddies leadership conference is to cultivate
leadership skills while promoting social inclusion and friendship among
participants. Goals include raising awareness about the challenges faced by
individuals with IDD, equipping attendees with practical tools for advocacy,
and encouraging the development of meaningful relationships that transcend
social barriers. The event fosters a supportive atmosphere where everyone is
encouraged to realize their potential as leaders and allies.

Who Attends?

Attendees typically include high school and college students involved in Best
Buddies chapters, educators, program coordinators, and community advocates.
The conference also welcomes individuals with intellectual and developmental
disabilities, ensuring a truly inclusive experience. This diverse group
collaborates to share experiences, learn from one another, and build networks
that support inclusion initiatives beyond the conference.

History and Mission

The best buddies leadership conference is rooted in the broader mission of
Best Buddies International, an organization founded in 1989 to enhance the
lives of people with IDD through one-to-one friendships, integrated
employment, and leadership development. The conference emerged as a natural
extension of this mission, designed specifically to empower youth and adult
leaders who drive inclusion within their communities. Over the years, the
event has grown in size and scope, reflecting the increasing importance of
inclusive leadership and advocacy.

Founding Principles

Best Buddies International was established with the core belief that
friendship and leadership can transform lives. The leadership conference
embodies these principles by creating a space where participants learn how to
lead by example, advocate for inclusion, and foster lasting friendships that
break down societal barriers. These founding principles continue to guide the
content and activities of the conference today.

Evolution of the Conference

Since its inception, the best buddies leadership conference has expanded to
include a wide range of sessions and activities tailored to different age
groups and leadership levels. Technological advancements and feedback from
past attendees have influenced the format, making the conference more
interactive and accessible. The conference now incorporates digital tools,



social media engagement, and diverse session formats to enhance learning and
community building.

Conference Structure and Activities

The best buddies leadership conference is structured to maximize engagement
and learning through a variety of sessions and activities. The event
typically spans multiple days and includes keynote presentations, breakout
workshops, team-building exercises, and social events. This structure ensures
that participants not only gain knowledge but also build relationships and
practical leadership skills in an immersive environment.

Keynote Speakers and Panels

Inspirational keynote speakers are a highlight of the conference, often
including leaders in advocacy, self-advocates with IDD, and motivational
figures who share personal stories and strategies for success. Panel
discussions provide opportunities for participants to ask questions and hear
diverse perspectives on inclusion and leadership challenges.

Workshops and Skill-Building Sessions

Workshops are designed to be interactive and cover a range of topics such as
communication skills, advocacy techniques, conflict resolution, and event
planning. These sessions often use role-playing, group discussions, and
hands-on activities to help attendees apply what they learn in real-world
settings.

Networking and Social Events

Networking opportunities allow participants to connect with peers, mentors,
and community leaders. Social events foster friendship and collaboration,
reinforcing the conference’s emphasis on building inclusive communities
through personal connections.

Leadership Development Opportunities

The best buddies leadership conference offers numerous opportunities for
attendees to develop and refine leadership skills essential for advocacy and
community engagement. These opportunities are tailored to accommodate
different experience levels, from first-time participants to seasoned leaders
within the Best Buddies network.



Training Programs

Structured leadership training programs focus on goal setting, team
management, and public speaking. These programs empower participants to
return to their schools and communities equipped to lead Best Buddies
chapters or other inclusion initiatives effectively.

Peer Mentoring

Peer mentoring is a key component, allowing experienced leaders to guide
newcomers. This mentorship fosters confidence and provides ongoing support,
ensuring that leadership development continues beyond the conference.

Recognition and Awards

The conference often includes recognition ceremonies that honor outstanding
leaders and chapters. These awards motivate participants to maintain high
standards of advocacy and inclusion within their own spheres of influence.

Impact on Participants and Communities

The best buddies leadership conference has a measurable impact on both
individual participants and the broader communities they represent. By
equipping attendees with leadership skills and promoting social inclusion,
the conference helps create more welcoming and supportive environments.

Personal Growth

Many participants report increased self-confidence, improved communication
skills, and a stronger commitment to advocacy after attending the conference.
The inclusive atmosphere encourages personal growth and the development of
lifelong friendships.

Community Transformation

Chapters led by conference alumni often implement innovative programs and
initiatives that foster inclusion and challenge stereotypes about people with
IDD. These community-level changes contribute to increased awareness and
acceptance in schools, workplaces, and neighborhoods.

Long-Term Benefits

The leadership skills and networks developed at the conference translate into



ongoing opportunities for education, employment, and civic engagement for
individuals with and without disabilities. This long-term impact aligns with
Best Buddies International’s vision of a world where everyone is included and
valued.

How to Get Involved

Participation in the best buddies leadership conference is open to members of
Best Buddies chapters as well as educators and advocates interested in
inclusive leadership. There are several pathways to get involved, whether
through school programs, community organizations, or direct outreach to Best
Buddies International.

Joining a Best Buddies Chapter

The most common way to attend the conference is by joining a Best Buddies
chapter at a high school or college. Chapters provide regular opportunities
for involvement and leadership development, preparing members to participate
fully in the conference experience.

Volunteering and Sponsorship

Volunteers play a vital role in the success of the conference, assisting with
event logistics, facilitation, and participant support. Additionally,
sponsorship opportunities allow businesses and organizations to support the
event and its mission.

Registration and Preparation

Interested participants should consult their local Best Buddies chapter
advisors or the official organization for registration details and deadlines.
Preparation often includes pre-conference training and goal setting to
maximize the conference’s benefits.

Engage with local Best Buddies chapters

Attend informational meetings and pre-conference workshops

Prepare leadership goals and advocacy plans

Participate actively during the conference sessions

e Apply learned skills to foster inclusion in your community



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Best Buddies Leadership Conference?

The Best Buddies Leadership Conference is an annual event that brings
together young leaders, participants, and advocates from the Best Buddies
organization to engage in leadership training, networking, and workshops
focused on inclusion and friendship for people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities.

Who can attend the Best Buddies Leadership
Conference?

The conference is typically open to Best Buddies participants, chapter
leaders, volunteers, and supporters, including high school and college
students involved in Best Buddies programs.

What are the main goals of the Best Buddies
Leadership Conference?

The main goals are to empower attendees with leadership skills, promote
inclusion and friendship, provide advocacy training, and inspire participants
to create impactful Best Buddies chapters in their communities.

Where and when is the Best Buddies Leadership
Conference usually held?

The location and dates vary each year, but the conference is often held in
major cities across the United States during the summer months. Specific
details are announced annually on the Best Buddies official website.

What types of activities are featured at the Best
Buddies Leadership Conference?

Activities include leadership workshops, motivational speaker sessions, team-
building exercises, social events, and opportunities to share best practices
for fostering inclusion within schools and communities.

How can someone register for the Best Buddies
Leadership Conference?

Registration is usually done online via the Best Buddies website or through
local chapter coordinators. Interested attendees should check the official
Best Buddies site for registration deadlines and requirements.



What impact does the Best Buddies Leadership
Conference have on its participants?

Participants gain valuable leadership and advocacy skills, build lasting
friendships, increase awareness about inclusion, and are motivated to create
positive change in their schools and communities through the Best Buddies
mission.

Additional Resources

1. Leading with Heart: The Best Buddies Leadership Guide

This book offers practical strategies and heartfelt stories from leaders
within the Best Buddies community. It emphasizes empathy, inclusion, and the
power of building genuine connections. Readers will find tools to inspire
teamwork and promote leadership that uplifts everyone involved.

2. Inclusive Leadership: Creating Communities with Best Buddies

Focused on fostering inclusive environments, this book provides insights into
how leaders can break down barriers and encourage diversity. It highlights
real-life examples from Best Buddies chapters and offers actionable advice
for cultivating acceptance and respect. The book is a valuable resource for
anyone passionate about social inclusion.

3. Empowerment Through Friendship: Lessons from Best Buddies Leaders

This inspiring volume shares stories of transformation through friendship and
leadership within the Best Buddies movement. It explores how empowerment
leads to personal growth and community impact. Readers will gain motivation
to lead with compassion and create meaningful change.

4. Building Bridges: Leadership Skills for Best Buddies Advocates

Designed for emerging leaders, this book focuses on communication,
collaboration, and advocacy skills. It teaches how to connect diverse groups
and foster understanding through leadership roles. The content is enriched
with examples from Best Buddies conferences and events.

5. The Best Buddies Playbook: Strategies for Inclusive Leadership

A practical guide that offers step-by-step strategies to lead inclusive
initiatives effectively. It covers event planning, team motivation, and
conflict resolution within the context of Best Buddies programs. This
playbook is ideal for leaders seeking structured approaches to inclusion.

6. Voices of Leadership: Stories from Best Buddies Conference Participants
This collection features personal narratives from attendees of Best Buddies
leadership conferences. It highlights challenges overcome, lessons learned,
and the impact of inclusive leadership. The book serves as both inspiration
and a testament to the power of community.

7. Championing Change: Leadership Lessons from Best Buddies
Focusing on leadership as a catalyst for social change, this book provides



frameworks for driving initiatives that promote inclusion. It shares insights
from seasoned Best Buddies leaders on overcoming obstacles and sustaining
momentum. Readers will find encouragement to be proactive leaders in their
communities.

8. Nurturing Potential: Leadership Development in Best Buddies Programs

This book explores methods for identifying and nurturing leadership potential
among individuals with diverse abilities. It discusses mentorship, personal
development, and creating supportive environments. The content is tailored
for educators, mentors, and program coordinators.

9. Pathways to Leadership: Growing Together with Best Buddies

Highlighting the journey of leadership growth, this book emphasizes
collaboration and mutual support within Best Buddies. It outlines stages of
leadership development and encourages continuous learning. The book is a
valuable resource for those committed to leading with inclusivity and
purpose.
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best buddies leadership conference: Creating Our Own Lives Michael Gill, Beth Myers,
2023-10-10 Young adults with intellectual disability tell the story of their own experience of higher
education How do students with intellectual disability experience higher education? Creating Our
Own Lives addresses this question through the eyes of participants themselves. In relating their
experiences and aspirations, these student perspectives mount a powerful challenge to assumptions
that intellectual disability is best met with protection or segregation. Taken together, the essays
expose and contradict the inherently ableist claim that individuals with intellectual disability cannot
be reliable storytellers. Instead, their deeply informative stories serve as a corrective narrative. The
first of the four sections, “Laying the Foundation: Why Everyone Belongs in College,” focuses on
belonging and inclusion; the second, “Opening Up Possibilities: Overcoming Doubt and Uncertainty,”
conveys the optimism of this generation of advocates through stories of personal hardship, hopeful
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perseverance, and triumph over adversity; the third, “Inclusion as Action: Diversifying Student
Experiences,” supports the understanding of diverse student experiences in inclusive higher
education; and the fourth, “Supporting Growth: Peer Mentoring and Advice,” offers guidance to
those reimagining and creating educational spaces. Students with disabilities belong in higher
education. Not only does this book serve as an important record of students enrolled in inclusive
higher education programs, it is also an unprecedented resource, packed with information and
inspiration both for parents seeking opportunities for their children and for individuals with
intellectual disability who aspire to attend college. Contributors: Makayla Adkins, Olivia Baist,
Brandon Baldwin, George Barham, Marquavious Barnes, Katie Bartlett, Steven Brief, De'Onte
Brown, Meghan Brozaitis, Mary Bryant, Gracie Carrol, Taylor Cathey, Maia Chamberlain, Antonio E.
Contreras, Kim Dean, Elizabeth Droessler, Katie Ducett, Keiron Dyck, Rachel Gomez, Deriq Graves,
Micah Gray, Maggie Guillaume, Cleo Hamilton, Nathan Heald, Joshua R. Hourigan, Hannah Lenae
Humes, Courtney Jorgensen, Eilish Kelderman, Kailin Kelderman, Kenneth Kelty, Kaelan Knowles,
Karlee Lambert, Kate Lisotta, Rachel Mast, Elise McDaniel, Emma Miller, Jake Miller, Lydia
Newnum, Brenna Mantz Nielsen, Carly O’Connell, Nadia Osbey, Stirling Peebles, Breyan Pettaway,
Amanda Pilkenton, True Rafferty, Taylor Ruppe, Lawrence Sapp, Tyler Shore, Brianna Silva, Alex
Smith, Elliott Smith, Phillandra Smith, Payton Storms, Allen Thomas, Kylie Walter, Stephen Wanser,
Sayid Webb, Breana Whittlesey, Luke Wilcox, Adam Wolfond.

best buddies leadership conference: Civil Society, 1999

best buddies leadership conference: Careers & the Disabled , 2000

best buddies leadership conference: The Value of Educational Partnerships Worldwide
with the Arts, Science, Business, and Community Organizations Samuel Mitchell, 2003 This
work compares studies of partnerships that involve business, arts, science and community
organizations as they work with educational institutions on a worldwide scale. The book is unique in
that it suggests the options available to newer American partnerships if they will use the experience
of European countries. The literature on partnership is linked to the study of marginality. The work
includes links with a number of new directions including religion and higher education that can
assist the continuation of partnership and their examination of new issues.

best buddies leadership conference: Handbook of Research on Service-Learning
Initiatives in Teacher Education Programs Meidl, Tynisha D., Sulentic Dowell, Margaret-Mary,
2018-03-09 Teacher education programs serve traditional and non-traditional students and develop
teachers to enter a range of teaching environments. Approaching teacher education through
community involvement and learning objectives helps to effectively prepare teachers to serve local
and community needs. The Handbook of Research on Service-Learning Initiatives in Teacher
Education Programs provides emerging research on the methods and techniques for educators to
strengthen their knowledge regarding the intersection of service learning and field placements.
While highlighting topics, such as cultural competency, teacher development, and multicultural
education, this book explores the benefits, challenges, and opportunities for employing community
service as the driving framework for field experiences. This publication is a vital resource for
practitioners, educators, faculty, and administrators seeking current research on the opportunity of
field involvement to enhance teacher candidates’ experiences and provide a channel for meaningful
learning.

best buddies leadership conference: Illinois Register, 2001

best buddies leadership conference: Research Anthology on Instilling Social Justice in the
Classroom Management Association, Information Resources, 2020-11-27 The issue of social justice
has been brought to the forefront of society within recent years, and educational institutions have
become an integral part of this critical conversation. Classroom settings are expected to take part in
the promotion of inclusive practices and the development of culturally proficient environments that
provide equal and effective education for all students regardless of race, gender, socio-economic
status, and disability, as well as from all walks of life. The scope of these practices finds itself rooted
in curriculum, teacher preparation, teaching practices, and pedagogy in all educational



environments. Diversity within school administrations, teachers, and students has led to the need for
socially just practices to become the norm for the progression and advancement of education
worldwide. In a modern society that is fighting for the equal treatment of all individuals, the
classroom must be a topic of discussion as it stands as a root of the problem and can be a major step
in the right direction moving forward. Research Anthology on Instilling Social Justice in the
Classroom is a comprehensive reference source that provides an overview of social justice and its
role in education ranging from concepts and theories for inclusivity, tools, and technologies for
teaching diverse students, and the implications of having culturally competent and diverse
classrooms. The chapters dive deeper into the curriculum choices, teaching theories, and student
experience as teachers strive to instill social justice learning methods within their classrooms. These
topics span a wide range of subjects from STEM to language arts, and within all types of climates:
PK-12, higher education, online or in-person instruction, and classrooms across the globe. This book
is ideal for in-service and preservice teachers, administrators, social justice researchers,
practitioners, stakeholders, researchers, academicians, and students interested in how social justice
is currently being implemented in all aspects of education.

best buddies leadership conference: Good to the Core John G. Blumberg, 2013-06 What are
your personal core values? How about the core values in your organization? Good to the Core will
take you on a journey to realize those core values. When personal values and organizational values
align...exponential value is realized. This is a great resource for trainers and leaders in your
organization. Each chapter has a Core Challenge for you to work on personally or as a team. Go at
your own pace - take on a chapter or two a week or use at your next corporate leadership retreat.
John Blumberg is a Certified Speaking Professional who has worked with corporations all over the
world sharing insights on developing leaders of substance and building cultures of genuine service.
On the surface, the concept of values is easy to understand. Most of us want to be good to the core.
But it is more challenging than it appears on the surface. How do you go about identifying your core
values? How do you reinforce those values? How do you integrate them into the fabric of your life
and the culture of your business? Good to The Core shows you how.
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best buddies leadership conference: Blood at the Root: A Racial Cleansing in America
Patrick Phillips, 2016-09-20 [A] vital investigation of Forsyth’s history, and of the process by which
racial injustice is perpetuated in America. —U.S. Congressman John Lewis Forsyth County, Georgia,
at the turn of the twentieth century, was home to a large African American community that included
ministers and teachers, farmers and field hands, tradesmen, servants, and children. But then in
September of 1912, three young black laborers were accused of raping and murdering a white girl.
One man was dragged from a jail cell and lynched on the town square, two teenagers were hung
after a one-day trial, and soon bands of white “night riders” launched a coordinated campaign of
arson and terror, driving all 1,098 black citizens out of the county. The charred ruins of homes and
churches disappeared into the weeds, until the people and places of black Forsyth were forgotten.
National Book Award finalist Patrick Phillips tells Forsyth’s tragic story in vivid detail and traces its
long history of racial violence all the way back to antebellum Georgia. Recalling his own childhood in
the 1970s and '80s, Phillips sheds light on the communal crimes of his hometown and the violent
means by which locals kept Forsyth “all white” well into the 1990s. In precise, vivid prose, Blood at
the Root delivers a vital investigation of Forsyth’s history, and of the process by which racial
injustice is perpetuated in America (Congressman John Lewis).

best buddies leadership conference: Washington Information Directory 2019-2020 CQ Press,,
2019-07-03 The Washington Information Directory is the essential one-stop source for information
on U.S. governmental and nongovernmental agencies and organizations. This thoroughly researched
guide provides capsule descriptions that help users quickly and easily find the right person at the
right organization. The Washington Information Directory offers three easy ways to find information:
by name, by organization, and through detailed subject indexes. Although it is a directory, the



volume is topically organized, and within the taxonomic structure the relevant organizations are
listed not only with contact information but with a brief paragraph describing what the organization
(whether government or nongovernmental) does related to that topic. It is focused on
Washington—in order to be listed, an organization must have an office in the Washington
metropolitan area. These descriptions are not boilerplate advertising material from the
organizations; rather, they are hand-crafted by a talented freelance research team. In addition, the
Washington Information Directory pulls together 55 organization charts for federal agencies,
congressional resources related to each chapter topic, hotline and contact information for various
specific areas of interest (from Food Safety Resources to internships in Washington), and an
extensive list of active congressional caucuses and contact details. It has two appendices, one with
thorough information on congresspersons and committees, and the second with governors and
embassies. With more than 10,000 listing and coverage of the new presidential administration, the
2019-2020 Edition features contact information for the following: * 116th Congress and federal
agencies * Nongovernmental organizations ¢ Policy groups, foundations, and institutions *
Governors and other state officials * U.S. ambassadors and foreign diplomats ¢ Congressional
caucuses

best buddies leadership conference: Washington Information Directory 2017-2018 CQ Press,,
2017-07-15 The Washington Information Directory is the essential one-stop source for information
on U.S. governmental and nongovernmental agencies and organizations. This thoroughly researched
guide provides capsule descriptions that help users quickly and easily find the right person at the
right organization. The Washington Information Directory offers three easy ways to find information:
by name, by organization, and through detailed subject indexes. The volume is topically organized,
and within the taxonomic structure the relevant organizations are listed not only with contact
information but with a brief paragraph describing what the organization (whether government or
nongovernmental) does related to that topic. It is focused on Washington—an organization must
have an office in Washington to be listed. It also includes dozens of resource boxes on particular
topics and organization charts for federal agencies and NGOs. With more than 10,000 listing sand
coverage of the new presidential administration, the 2017-2018 Edition features contact information
for the following: ¢ 115th Congress and federal agencies * Nongovernmental organizations ¢ Policy
groups, foundations, and institutions ¢ Governors and other state officials * U.S. ambassadors and
foreign diplomats ¢ Congressional caucuses

best buddies leadership conference: Gender Equity or Bust! Mary Dee Wenniger, Mary
Helen Conroy, 2002-03-14 Gender battles still rage on most college and university campuses today.
For eight years, Women in Higher Education has reported women's strategic advances in the
academy. Its goal is to enlighten, encourage, empower, and enrage women administrators, faculty,
and students in higher education.This book is a compendium of lively, hard-hitting articles from the
successful newsletter. Its thematic sections blend serious commentary, research results, and
practical advice with wry humor. Readers will find a broad view of recent progress as well as
effective strategies from women who have changed the academy. Topics include women's leadership
and management styles and strategies, valuing the self, sex and sexuality, playing politics, and much
more. Filled with wisdom drawn from real-world experience, Gender Equity or Bust! illuminates
what women can do to transform the culture of higher education into one that honors their values
and contributions.

best buddies leadership conference: From Clients to Crooks Leslie Sorrell, 2017-08-01 A
former GOP political consultant exposes the corruption, greed, and dirty tricks that control our
country in this tell-all memoir. Leslie Sorrell started a successful and influential political consulting
firm in Texas, working with many of the state’s Republican congressman. Her goal was to save the
country by helping good people get into office and stay there. But over time she discovered the true
character of these supposedly good people. Those experiences introduced Leslie to the real world of
politics—the side media fails to cover. Challenging a congressman in a primary election violates the
political insider code, but Leslie did it anyway. She decided to work for congressional hopeful Grant



Stinchfield, pitting herself against her own former client, Republican congressman Kenny
Marchant—a man she had learned not to trust. Before the campaign was over, Leslie found herself
stripped of every political ideal she ever had. And while she lost the race, she knows the real losers
in American politics are the American people. But the first step toward taking our country back is
exposing the truth.

best buddies leadership conference: Congressional Record United States. Congress,
1984-06-26 The Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the
United States Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record
began publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and
Proceedings in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress
(1824-1837), and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)

best buddies leadership conference: Robert Sobukwe - How can Man Die Better
Benjamin Pogrund, 2015-06-26 I am greatly privileged to have known him and to have fallen under
his spell. His long imprisonment, restriction and early death were a major tragedy for our land and
the world.' - ARCHBISHOP DESMOND TUTU on Sobukwe On 21 March 1960, Robert Mangaliso
Sobukwe led a mass defiance of South Africa's pass laws. He urged blacks to go to the nearest police
station and demand arrest. Police opened fi re on a peaceful crowd in the township of Sharpeville
and killed 69 people. This protest changed the course of South Africa's history. Sobukwe, leader of
the Pan-Africanist Congress, was jailed for three years for incitement. At the end of his sentence the
government rushed the so-called 'Sobukwe Clause' through Parliament, to keep him in prison
without a trial. For the next six years Sobukwe was kept in solitary confinement on Robben Island.
On his release Sobukwe was banished to the town of Kimberley, with very severe restrictions on his
freedom, until his death in February 1978. This book is the story of a South African hero, and of the
friendship between him and Benjamin Pogrund, whose joint experiences and debates chart the
course of a tyrannous regime and the growth of black resistance. This new edition of How Can Man
Die Better contains a number of previously unpublished photographs and an updated Epilogue.
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