berger writes that sociology

berger writes that sociology is a critical discipline that explores the intricate dynamics of human
society, social behaviors, and the structures that shape everyday life. In his seminal works, Berger
emphasizes the importance of viewing social reality as a complex, constructed phenomenon that is
constantly being created and recreated through social interaction. This article delves into Berger's
key contributions to sociology, highlighting his theories on social construction, the sociological
imagination, and the role of social institutions. Additionally, it examines how Berger's perspective
aids in understanding the interplay between individual experiences and larger social forces. By
unpacking these concepts, readers gain a comprehensive overview of how Berger writes that
sociology functions as both an analytical tool and a framework for interpreting social phenomena.
The article will also discuss Berger’s influence on contemporary sociological thought and its
practical applications.

e Berger’s Perspective on Social Construction

e The Sociological Imagination According to Berger
¢ Role of Social Institutions in Berger’s Sociology

e Berger’s Impact on Modern Sociological Theory

e Practical Applications of Berger’s Sociological Insights

Berger’s Perspective on Social Construction

Berger writes that sociology fundamentally revolves around the concept of social construction,
which posits that reality is not an objective given but rather a product of ongoing social processes.
In his influential book, "The Social Construction of Reality," co-authored with Thomas Luckmann,
Berger articulates how individuals continuously create and maintain a shared social world through
interaction and communication. This perspective underscores the idea that the meanings, norms,
and institutions people live by are not fixed but fluid and contingent.

The Process of Social Construction

According to Berger, social construction occurs through a three-stage process: externalization,
objectivation, and internalization. Externalization refers to the way people express their subjective
meanings into the social world. Objectivation involves the transformation of these expressions into
perceived objective facts or social realities. Internalization is the process by which individuals
absorb and accept these social realities as part of their own worldview.



Implications for Understanding Society

This framework allows sociologists to comprehend how social order is maintained and changed. It
reveals how social institutions, roles, and identities are not merely natural or inevitable but are
constructed and constantly negotiated. Berger's emphasis on social construction challenges
traditional views that treat social structures as immutable, highlighting instead the dynamic and
interactive nature of society.

The Sociological Imagination According to Berger

Berger writes that sociology equips individuals with the sociological imagination, a critical capacity
to perceive the relationship between personal experiences and broader social forces. This concept
helps explain how personal troubles are often rooted in public issues shaped by historical and
structural contexts. Berger’s interpretation aligns with and expands on the foundational ideas of C.
Wright Mills, emphasizing the importance of understanding society from multiple perspectives.

Connecting Individual and Society

The sociological imagination enables people to step outside their immediate circumstances and
recognize the influence of social structures on their lives. Berger stresses that this awareness fosters
a deeper comprehension of social phenomena, empowering individuals to critically assess their
social environments and the roles they play within them.

Enhancing Critical Thinking through Sociology

By employing the sociological imagination, individuals can better analyze social patterns such as
inequality, power dynamics, and cultural norms. Berger suggests that this analytical skill is essential
for fostering social change and promoting greater social justice, as it illuminates the often unseen
forces that shape human behavior.

Role of Social Institutions in Berger’s Sociology

Berger writes that social institutions serve as the backbone of societal organization, providing
stability and predictability through established norms and roles. Institutions such as family, religion,
education, and government shape individual behavior and collective life by embedding shared
meanings and expectations within social structures.

Institutionalization and Social Order

Berger highlights the process of institutionalization, where recurring patterns of behavior become
standardized and imbued with authority. This process helps maintain social order by ensuring that
individuals conform to societal expectations, thereby facilitating cooperation and continuity across
generations.



Religion as a Key Institution

One of Berger’s most notable contributions lies in his analysis of religion as a social institution. He
argues that religion provides a sacred canopy that offers meaning and legitimacy to social life.
Religion, in Berger’s view, functions to legitimize social arrangements and offers existential comfort
by situating individuals within a larger cosmic order.

Berger’s Impact on Modern Sociological Theory

Berger writes that sociology has been significantly shaped by his theoretical insights, particularly
through his focus on the social construction of reality and the interpretive nature of social life. His
work has influenced diverse sociological subfields, including symbolic interactionism,
phenomenology, and the sociology of knowledge.

Influence on Symbolic Interactionism

Berger’s emphasis on everyday social interaction as the site where reality is constructed aligns
closely with symbolic interactionist perspectives. His ideas underscore how symbols, language, and
communication form the foundation of social life and identity formation.

Contributions to Sociology of Knowledge

Berger’s analysis has helped expand the sociology of knowledge by illustrating how knowledge itself
is a social product. He demonstrates that what societies accept as "truth" is contingent upon social
processes and power relations, thus challenging positivist approaches to knowledge.

Practical Applications of Berger’s Sociological Insights

Berger writes that sociology’s practical value lies in its ability to inform policies, education, and
social interventions by providing a nuanced understanding of social realities. His insights assist
practitioners in fields such as social work, education, and public policy to address complex social
issues effectively.

Enhancing Social Policy and Intervention

By recognizing social life as constructed and variable, policymakers can design more adaptable and
culturally sensitive programs. Berger’s approach encourages an analysis of underlying social
dynamics, enabling targeted interventions that consider the lived experiences of communities.

Applications in Education and Social Awareness

Berger’s framework promotes critical pedagogy, urging educators to foster sociological awareness
among students. This educational approach cultivates critical thinking and empowers individuals to



challenge social norms and injustices.

Key Benefits of Berger’s Sociological Approach

e Provides tools for critical analysis of social phenomena

e Encourages awareness of the constructed nature of social reality
e Supports the development of socially informed policies

e Enhances understanding of the role of institutions in society

 Facilitates empowerment through sociological imagination

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Peter L. Berger in the context of sociology?

Peter L. Berger was a prominent sociologist known for his work on the sociology of knowledge,
religion, and the social construction of reality.

What does Berger write about the social construction of
reality?

Berger, along with Thomas Luckmann, wrote that reality is socially constructed through human
interactions, meaning that our understanding of the world is shaped by social processes and cultural
norms.

How does Berger define sociology in his writings?

Berger defines sociology as the study of human behavior in social contexts, focusing on how societal
structures, institutions, and interactions shape individual and group experiences.

What is Berger's perspective on the relationship between
sociology and religion?

Berger argued that religion plays a crucial role in providing meaning and order to society, and he
explored how religious beliefs are socially constructed and maintained.

According to Berger, what role does sociology play in



understanding everyday life?

Berger writes that sociology helps uncover the taken-for-granted assumptions in everyday life,
revealing how social realities are created and maintained through routine interactions.

What is the significance of Berger's book 'The Social
Construction of Reality'?

‘The Social Construction of Reality,' co-authored by Berger, is significant because it introduced the
concept that reality is not objective but constructed through social processes, influencing many
fields within sociology and beyond.

How does Berger write about the concept of 'plausibility
structures' in sociology?

Berger introduces 'plausibility structures' as the social frameworks that support and sustain beliefs,
making them credible within a particular society or group.

Additional Resources

1. The Social Construction of Reality

This foundational work by Peter L. Berger and Thomas Luckmann explores how knowledge and
reality are created through social interactions. The book argues that our perception of reality is
shaped by societal institutions, language, and shared meanings. It remains a seminal text in the
sociology of knowledge.

2. The Sacred Canopy: Elements of a Sociological Theory of Religion

In this influential book, Berger examines the role of religion in constructing and maintaining social
order. He introduces the concept of the "sacred canopy," which provides a framework for
understanding how religious beliefs offer meaning and legitimacy to societies. The work combines
sociology, theology, and philosophy.

3. An Invitation to Sociology: A Humanistic Perspective

Berger offers an accessible introduction to sociology, emphasizing its humanistic and interpretive
dimensions. He encourages readers to see the sociological perspective as a way to understand
everyday life and social structures critically. The book highlights the importance of curiosity and
open-mindedness in sociological inquiry.

4. The Homeless Mind: Modernization and Consciousness

Co-authored with Brigitte Berger, this book explores the psychological and social effects of
modernization on individuals. It discusses how rapid social changes can lead to a sense of dislocation
and loss of meaning, which Berger terms "homelessness" of the mind. The work combines
sociological theory with cultural analysis.

5. Invitation to Sociology: A Humanistic Perspective

This book is a revised edition of Berger's classic introduction to sociology, further emphasizing the
discipline's relevance to understanding human behavior and society. Berger discusses the
sociological imagination and the role of sociologists in examining social norms and institutions. It



remains a popular text for students new to sociology.

6. The Heretical Imperative: Contemporary Possibilities of Religious Affirmation

Berger investigates the changing landscape of religion in the modern world, focusing on religious
pluralism and individual choice. He argues that modernity challenges traditional religious certainties
but also opens up new avenues for personal faith and affirmation. The book blends sociological
analysis with theological reflection.

7. Many Globalizations: Cultural Diversity in the Contemporary World

Co-edited by Berger, this collection addresses the complexities of globalization and cultural
diversity. The essays explore how different societies experience and respond to global
interconnectedness, emphasizing the multiplicity of modern cultural processes. The book highlights
the sociological significance of global diversity.

8. Pious Passion: The Emergence of Modern Fundamentalism in the United States and Iran
Co-authored with Grace Davie and Effie Fokas, this comparative study examines the rise of
fundamentalist movements in two distinct cultural contexts. Berger analyzes the social and religious
factors driving fundamentalism, shedding light on its appeal and implications for modern societies.
The book contributes to the sociology of religion and political sociology.

9. The Capitalist Revolution: Fifty Propositions About Prosperity, Equality, and Liberty

In this work, Berger discusses the social changes brought about by capitalism and modernization.
He presents fifty propositions that address the relationship between economic development, social
inequality, and individual freedoms. The book provides a sociological perspective on the benefits and
challenges of capitalist societies.
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berger writes that sociology: Introduction to Sociology 3e Tonja R. Conerly, Kathleen
Holmes, Asha Lal Tamang, 2024-09-09 Introduction to Sociology 3e aligns to the topics and
objectives of many introductory sociology courses. It is arranged in a manner that provides
foundational sociological theories and contexts, then progresses through various aspects of human
and societal interactions. The new edition is focused on driving meaningful and memorable learning
experiences related to critical thinking about society and culture. The text includes comprehensive
coverage of core concepts, discussions and data relevant to a diverse audience, and features that
draw learners into the discipline in powerful and personal ways. Overall, Introduction to Sociology
3e aims to center the course and discipline as crucial elements for understanding relationships,
society, and civic engagement; the authors seek to lay the foundation for students to apply what they
learn throughout their lives and careers. This is an adaptation of Introduction to Sociology 3e by
OpenStax. You can access the textbook for free at openstax.org. Minor editorial changes were made
to ensure a better reading experience. Textbook content produced by OpenStax is licensed under a
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.
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berger writes that sociology: The Rhetoric of Conversion in English Puritan Writing
from Perkins to Milton David Parry, 2021-12-30 This rhetorical study of the persuasive practice of
English Puritan preachers and writers demonstrates how they appeal to both reason and imagination
in order to persuade their hearers and readers towards conversion, assurance of salvation and godly
living. Examining works from a diverse range of preacher-writers such as William Perkins, Richard
Sibbes, Richard Baxter and John Bunyan, this book maps out continuities and contrasts in the theory
and practice of persuasion. Tracing the emergence of Puritan allegory as an alternative, imaginative
mode of rhetoric, it sheds new light on the paradoxical question of how allegories such as John
Bunyan's The Pilgrim's Progress came to be among the most significant contributions of Puritanism
to the English literary canon, despite the suspicions of allegory and imagination that were endemic
in Puritan culture. Concluding with reflections on how Milton deploys similar strategies to persuade
his readers towards his idiosyncratic brand of godly faith, this book makes an original contribution
to current scholarly conversations around the textual culture of Puritanism, the history of rhetoric,
and the rhetorical character of theology.

berger writes that sociology: Sociologists in a Global Age Mathieu Deflem, 2016-04-01 Sixteen
leading international sociologists are brought together in this volume to share their experiences of
becoming practitioners in the field. Selected for their comparative and transnational interests and
experiences, the contributors include Martin Albrow, Karin Knorr Cetina, Diane E. Davis, Pierpaolo
Donati, Leon Grunberg, Horst J. Helle, Eiko Ikegami, Tiankui Jing, Hyun-Chin Lim, Ewa Morawska,
Richard Minch, Saskia Sassen, Joachim ]. Savelsberg, Piotr Sztompka, Edward A. Tiryakian and
Ruut Veenhoven. Each contributor provides an auto-biographical review of their journey into the
discipline, with special attention paid to the intellectual and social-political contexts in which their
work matured. Each chapter concludes with a commentary on the anticipated future direction of
that particular sociological area. These original and reflective contributions provide fascinating and
rare insights into the careers of sociologists living in a global age.

berger writes that sociology: Writing the Nation John Charles Hawley, 1996 The fourteen
essays in this volume contribute significantly to a consideration of the interplay between nation and
narration that currently dominates both literary and cultural studies. With the fervent reassertion of
tribal domains throughout the world, and with the consequent threat to the stability of a common
discourse in putative countries once mapped and subsequently dominated by colonizing powers, the
need for such studies becomes increasingly obvious. Whose idea of a nation is to prevail throughout
these postcolonial territories; whose claims to speak for a people are to be legitimized by
international agreement; amid the demands of patriotic rhetoric, what role may be allowed for
individual expression that attempts to transcend the immediate political agenda; who may assume
positions of authority in defining an ethnic paradigm -- such are the questions variously addressed in
this volume. The essayists who here contribute to the discussion are students of the various national
literatures that are now becoming more generally available in the West. The range of topics is broad
-- moving globally from the Caribbean and South America, through the African continent, and on to
the Indian subcontinent, and moving temporally through the nineteenth century and into the closing
days of our twentieth. We deal with poetry, fiction, and theoretical writings, and have two types of
reader in mind: We hope to introduce the uninitiated to the breadth of this expanding field, and we
hope to aid those with a specialized knowledge of one or other of these literatures in their
consideration of the extent to which post-colonial writing may or may not form a reasonably unified
field. We seek to avoid the new form of colonialism that might impose a theoretical template to these
quite divergent writings, falsely rendering it all accessible and familiar. At the same time, we do
note questions and concerns that cross borders, whether these imagined lines are spatial, temporal,
gendered or racial.

berger writes that sociology: Effective Writing Pedro Pak-tao Ng, 2003 This book offers
basic guidelines on writing effectively for academic purposes. It reminds students that writing is an
integral part of the learning process, and shows them how to write clear sentences, coherent
paragraphs, and well-organized papers. It explains in detail matters of style and format, including



how to quote, cite, and list reference sources (using both APA and ASA styles), and how to present
quantitative and qualitative research results. Students can also learn how to revise, edit, and
proofread to produce a high-quality paper. While this guide is prepared for the use of both
undergraduate and postgraduate students in the social sciences, it contains a great deal of useful
material that can help students studying other disciplines to write better academic papers. To make
the book more helpful, topics such as subject-verb agreement, the use of articles, verb tenses, and
punctuation are included in the appendices. Also included are detailed comments on revision of
faulty sentences taken from student writing and an extensive appendix on the use of over 300
selected words and phrases with explanatory notes and example sentences.

berger writes that sociology: The Sociology of Political Praxis (RLE: Gramsci) Leonardo
Salamini, 2014-04-24 This volume analyses the philosophical nature of Gramsci’s Marxism and its
Hegelian source, the radical critique of the economistic tradition and the original analyses of the
role of superstructures, ideology, consciousness and subjectivity in the revolutionary process. It
relates the central themes of Gramsci’s writings, such as hegemony, ‘historical blocs’, the role of
intellectuals and political praxis, to the more peripheral ones, such as science, language, literature
and art. The introduction includes a brief intellectual biography of Gramsci.

berger writes that sociology: Irish Writing London: Volume 2 Tom Herron, 2013-03-14 The
presence of Irish writers is almost invisible in literary studies of London. The Irish Writing London
redresses the critical deficit. A range of experts on particular Irish writers reflect on the diverse
experiences and impact this immigrant group has had on the city. Such sustained attention to a
location and concern of Irish writing, long passed over, opens up new terrain to not only reveal but
create a history of Irish-London writing. Alongside discussions of MacNeice, Boland and McGahern,
the autobiography of Brendan Behan and identity of Irish-language writers in London is considered.
Written by an internal array of scholars, these new essays on key figures challenge the deep-seated
stereotype of what constitutes the proper domain of Irish writing, producing a study that is both
culturally and critically alert and a dynamic contribution to literary criticism of the city.

berger writes that sociology: Visual Sociology Dennis Zuev, Gary Bratchford, 2021-01-04
This book provides a user-friendly guide to the expanding scope of visual sociology, through a
discussion of a broad range of visual material, and reflections on how such material can be studied
sociologically. The chapters draw on specific case-study examples that examine the complexity of the
hyper-visual social world we live in, exploring three domains of the ‘relational image’: the urban,
social media, and the aerial. Zuev and Bratchford tackle issues such as visual politics and
surveillance, practices of visual production and visibility, analysing the changing nature of the
visual. They review a range of methods which can be used by researchers in the social sciences,
utilising new media and their visual interfaces, while also assessing the changing nature of visuality.
This concise overview will be of use to students and researchers aiming to adopt visual methods and
theories in their own subject areas such as sociology, visual culture and related courses in
photography, new-media and visual studies.

berger writes that sociology: Berger's Dual-citizenship Approach to Religion Annette Jean
Ahern, 1999 Peter Berger's neoclassical theory of modern social reality is well known in the
discipline of sociology. Less known in sociology, but well-recognized in the disciplines of religious
studies and theology is his work in the area of religion in modern society. This study breaks new
ground by showing the pivotal role that Berger's treatment of religion plays in his sociology. By
spotlighting his treatment of religion, the author shows that Berger has successfully challenged the
notion that theology and sociology must be at odds with one another in the study of religious studies.
Instead, this book demonstrates that Berger's dual-citizenship approach to religion, which draws
from his sociological and theological perspectives, provides an effective, methodological model for
religious studies, one that is interdisciplinary in nature.

berger writes that sociology: Sociology of Religion Roberto Cipriani, 2020-10-28 In adopting
an international perspective that goes beyond the conventional framework of western theology, this
volume bridges the divide between European and North American scholars through its careful




retrieval of their common theoretical and research interests. Cipriani provides a critical analysis of
both classical thought and contemporary currents in this readable text, aimed at both experts and
students. He has achieved a broadening in the scientific approach to the study of religion.

berger writes that sociology: Writing the Nation , 2022-05-20 The fourteen essays in this
volume contribute significantly to a consideration of the interplay between nation and narration that
currently dominates both literary and cultural studies. With the fervent reassertion of tribal domains
throughout the world, and with the consequent threat to the stability of a common discourse in
putative countries once mapped and subsequently dominated by colonizing powers, the need for
such studies becomes increasingly obvious. Whose idea of a nation is to prevail throughout these
postcolonial territories; whose claims to speak for a people are to be legitimized by international
agreement; amid the demands of patriotic rhetoric, what role may be allowed for individual
expression that attempts to transcend the immediate political agenda; who may assume positions of
authority in defining an ethnic paradigm — such are the questions variously addressed in this
volume. The essayists who here contribute to the discussion are students of the various national
literatures that are now becoming more generally available in the West. The range of topics is broad
— moving globally from the Caribbean and South America, through the African continent, and on to
the Indian subcontinent, and moving temporally through the nineteenth century and into the closing
days of our twentieth. We deal with poetry, fiction, and theoretical writings, and have two types of
reader in mind: We hope to introduce the uninitiated to the breadth of this expanding field, and we
hope to aid those with a specialized knowledge of one or other of these literatures in their
consideration of the extent to which post-colonial writing may or may not form a reasonably unified
field. We seek to avoid the new form of colonialism that might impose a theoretical template to these
quite divergent writings, falsely rendering it all accessible and familiar. At the same time, we do
note questions and concerns that cross borders, whether these imagined lines are spatial, temporal,
gendered or racial.

berger writes that sociology: The Spirit of Sociology Ronald R. Matson, 2005 This eclectic
reader introduces students to sociology's diversity as a science and profession. The book includes
three readings for each of the 15 major topic areas: qualitative, quantitative or theoretical, and how
sociology is applied and practiced in the real world. Anyone wanting a collection of readings that
introduce sociology as a science and as a career.

berger writes that sociology: Sociology of Religion Roberto Cipriani, 2017-09-08 Sociology of
Religion represents a documented introduction to the history of sociological thought as applied to
religious phenomena. It examines both the substantive and functional definitions of religion that are
more open, pluralistic, and not inscribed in a single explanatory horizon or within a single
confessional perspective. The contributors' concerns are carefully written to show all sides of the
argument. Roberto Cipriani argues for the simple definition that the sociology of religion is an
application of sociological theories and methods to religious phenomena. Historically, close ties
between sociology and the sociology of religion exist. The slow and uneven development of theory
and methods affects the sociology of religion's development, but the latter has also benefited from
increasing precision and scientific validity. Other sociological writers agree and disagree about
different approaches. Some assume it is a militantly confessional or anti-confessional; others remain
neutral within their work.

berger writes that sociology: Writing the Holocaust Jean-Marc Dreyfus, Daniel Langton,
2011-09-01 Writing the Holocaust provides students and teachers with an accessibly written
overview of the key themes and major theoretical developments which continue to inform the nature
of historical writing on the Holocaust. Holocaust studies is at a paradox: while historians of the
Holocaust defend it as a legitimate and well-defined area of research, they write against a complex
political and ideological background that undermines any claim for it as a normative field of
historical study. Writing the Holocaust offers a lucid enquiry into this complex field by
demonstrating the impact of current theories from the humanities and social sciences upon the
treatment of Holocaust studies.




berger writes that sociology: The Routledge International Handbook of Sociology and
Christianity Dennis Hiebert, 2023-10-18 The Routledge International Handbook of Sociology and
Christianity examines the intersection of the sociology of religion - a long-standing focus of sociology
as a discipline - and Christianity - the world’s largest religion. An internationally representative and
thematically comprehensive collection, it analyzes both the sociology of Christianity and Christian
approaches to sociology, with attention to the Roman Catholic, Orthodox, and Protestant branches of
Christianity. An authoritative, state-of-the-art review of current research, it is organized into five
inter-connected thematic sections, considering the overlapping emergence of both the Christian
religion and the social science, the conceptualization of and engagement with Christianity by
sociological theory, the ways in which Christianity shapes and is shaped by various social
institutions, the manner in which Christianity resists and promotes various forms of social change,
and the identification, diagnosis, and correction of social problems by sociology and Christianity.
This volume is an invaluable collection for scholars and advanced students, with special appeal for
those working in the fields of sociology and social theory, as well as religious studies and theology

berger writes that sociology: Feuerbach and the Interpretation of Religion Van A.
Harvey, 1997-03-06 Ludwig Feuerbach is traditionally regarded as a significant but transitional
figure in the development of nineteenth-century German thought. Readings of Feuerbach's The
Essence of Christianity tend to focus on those features which made it seem liberating to the Young
Hegelians: namely, its criticism of reification as abstraction, and its interpretation of religion as
alienation. In this book, Van Harvey claims that this is a limited and inadequate view of Feuerbach's
work, especially of his critique of religion. The author argues that Feuerbach's philosophical
development led him to a much more complex and interesting theory of religion which he expounded
in works which have been virtually ignored hitherto. By exploring these works, Harvey gives them a
significant contemporary re-statement, and brings Feuerbach into conversation with a number of
modern theorists of religion.

berger writes that sociology: Cinematic Sociology Jean-Anne Sutherland, Kathryn Feltey,
2012-04-17 Cinematic Sociology is a one-of-a-kind resource that helps students recognize and
critique sociological concepts as they appear in blockbuster Hollywood films. In addition, it provides
pedagogy for instructors who use film in their classes. . In this engaging text the authors take
readers beyond watching movies and demonstrate how to read films sociologically. In the process,
students are exposed to major substantive areas of sociology and encouraged to critically think
about their social world. The book's 27 essays from expert scholars in sociology and cultural studies
explore the ways social life is presented—distorted, magnified, or politicized— in popular film.

berger writes that sociology: Social Theory Charles Lemert, 2018-05-15 This book provides an
illuminating introduction to a collection of readings on social theory and provides an overview of the
socio-historical context and delineation of key thinkers and texts. It includes a new section exploring
social theory at the limits of the social.

berger writes that sociology: Writing and Fantasy Ceri Sullivan, 2014-06-11 Writing and
Fantasy brings together essays which restore a sense of the fantastic as a political response to
cultural opportunities and pressures. It moves on from two conventional fields of discussion: the
psychoanalytic, where phantasies are produced by the emergence of the consciousness, and the
social, where fantasies are the production of nineteenth-century individualism. Chapters run from
the classical period to the twentieth century, each focusing on a local reading of how fantasy acts as
a strategy to contain or exploit specific historical and cultural moments. A wide variety of sites are
investigated including the feminization of the wild west, originary and maternal spaces,
highwaywomen, financial credit, and the ideal home. Multiple genres containing fantasy are
explored, ranging from ghost stories to feminist utopias. Aids to the reader include an introduction
summarising recent discussions of fantasy, illustrations dealing with visual fantasies, and an
annotated bibliography. The new research presented here will be of great interest to academics and
students in literature, history and cultural studies departments who are working in the field of the
historical development of concepts of fantasy, cultural opposition, and the imbrication of politics and



modes of representation.

berger writes that sociology: Religion, Law and Society Russell Sandberg, 2014-05-08 Issues
concerning religion in the public sphere are rarely far from the headlines. As a result, scholars have
paid increasing attention to religion. These scholars, however, have generally stayed within the
confines of their own respective disciplines. To date there has been little contact between lawyers
and sociologists. Religion, Law and Society explores whether, how and why law and religion should
interact with the sociology of religion. It examines sociological and legal materials concerning
religion in order to find out what lawyers and sociologists can learn from each other. A
groundbreaking, provocative and thought-provoking book, it is essential reading for lawyers,
sociologists and all who are interested in the relationship between religion, law and society in the
twenty-first century.
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