
berlin wall political cartoon

berlin wall political cartoon imagery has long been a powerful medium for
expressing complex political ideas and historical events surrounding the
Berlin Wall. These cartoons use satire, symbolism, and caricature to convey
messages about the division of Berlin, the Cold War tensions, and the broader
ideological conflict between East and West. Political cartoons about the
Berlin Wall not only reflect public sentiment but also serve as historical
documents that capture the anxieties and hopes of the era. This article
explores the significance, themes, and impact of berlin wall political
cartoon art, examining how artists have portrayed this iconic symbol of
division. The discussion includes an analysis of recurring motifs, the role
of political cartoons in shaping public opinion, and notable examples that
have left a lasting impression. The article further delves into the artistic
techniques and narrative strategies employed by cartoonists to communicate
their critiques and commentaries effectively.
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The Historical Context of the Berlin Wall

The Berlin Wall was erected in 1961 by the German Democratic Republic (East
Germany) to prevent citizens from fleeing to West Berlin and subsequently
West Germany. It became a stark symbol of the ideological divide between the
communist East and the democratic West during the Cold War. The wall stood
until 1989 and represented the physical and ideological separation of two
worlds. Understanding the historical background is essential to grasp the
significance of berlin wall political cartoon depictions, as these artworks
often reflect the political tensions, human tragedies, and hopes for
reunification that characterized the era. The wall’s construction, life
during its existence, and eventual fall provide rich narratives for
cartoonists to explore themes of oppression, freedom, and geopolitical
rivalry.

The Cold War Division

The Cold War was a period of intense political and military rivalry between
the United States and its allies versus the Soviet Union and its satellite
states. The Berlin Wall epitomized this division, making it a focal point for
political discourse worldwide. Cartoons addressing the Berlin Wall often
highlighted the ideological confrontation and the human consequences of this
geopolitical standoff.



Life in a Divided Berlin

The existence of the Berlin Wall drastically affected the daily lives of
Berliners on both sides. Families were separated, freedoms were curtailed,
and the wall became a site of numerous escape attempts and tragic deaths.
Political cartoons frequently depicted these harsh realities, evoking empathy
and criticism of the regimes responsible for the division.

The Role of Political Cartoons During the Cold
War

Political cartoons served as a vital tool for commentary and critique during
the Cold War, providing accessible and impactful ways to communicate complex
political issues to broad audiences. The berlin wall political cartoon genre
emerged as a means to challenge authoritarianism, criticize propaganda, and
advocate for democratic ideals. These cartoons were published in newspapers,
magazines, and pamphlets, influencing public opinion and political discourse.
Their satirical nature allowed cartoonists to address sensitive topics with
humor and irony, making the Berlin Wall’s symbolism both poignant and
memorable.

Media Influence and Censorship

While Western media often used political cartoons to criticize the East
German government and the Soviet Union, censorship in the East limited such
expressions. This disparity highlights the importance of political cartoons
in free societies as agents of dissent and awareness. The berlin wall
political cartoon became a vehicle for Western perspectives on the Cold War’s
moral and political battles.

Public Engagement Through Satire

Satire allowed cartoonists to engage the public emotionally and
intellectually. By exaggerating features and situations, berlin wall
political cartoons made political messages more relatable and memorable,
fostering greater public understanding and debate about the implications of
the Berlin Wall and Cold War politics.

Common Themes and Symbolism in Berlin Wall
Political Cartoons

Berlin wall political cartoons use a variety of recurring themes and symbols
to convey their messages. These elements communicate the complex socio-
political realities surrounding the wall in a visually compelling manner.
Common themes include division, oppression, escape, and hope, while symbolic
imagery reinforces these concepts effectively.



Division and Separation

One of the most prevalent themes is the stark division represented by the
Berlin Wall. Cartoons often depict the wall as a physical and ideological
barrier separating families, friends, and entire societies. The imagery of
bricks, barbed wire, and guard towers emphasizes the harshness of this
separation.

Oppression and Control

The authoritarian nature of East Germany’s regime is frequently portrayed
through symbols of surveillance, restriction, and punishment. Political
cartoons depict border guards, watchtowers, and the wall itself as
instruments of control that suppress freedom and human rights.

Escape and Resistance

Images of daring escapes over or through the wall are common motifs,
symbolizing human resilience and the desire for freedom. These cartoons often
highlight the risks taken by individuals and the desperate measures to
overcome oppression.

Hope and Reunification

Despite the grim reality, many berlin wall political cartoons incorporate
elements of hope, depicting the eventual fall of the wall and the
reunification of Germany. These cartoons celebrate the triumph of democracy
and the human spirit overcoming division.

Typical Symbols in Berlin Wall Cartoons

The Wall itself as a central symbol

Barbed wire and guard towers representing oppression

Broken chains symbolizing freedom and escape

Figures of political leaders to personify ideological conflict

Bridges or cracks in the wall to signify hope and change

Impact and Influence of Berlin Wall Cartoons on
Public Perception

Berlin wall political cartoons played a significant role in shaping public
perception of the Cold War and the division of Germany. By distilling complex
political realities into accessible and emotionally resonant images, these
cartoons influenced how people understood and reacted to the events



surrounding the wall. They contributed to the growing pressure for change and
ultimately helped to sustain the momentum toward the wall’s fall and German
reunification.

Shaping International Opinion

Political cartoons about the Berlin Wall reached audiences worldwide,
spreading awareness and criticism of the regime responsible for the division.
They helped galvanize international support for democratic movements and
heightened scrutiny of human rights abuses in East Germany.

Encouraging Political Dialogue

The cartoons stimulated debate and discussion among policymakers,
intellectuals, and the general public. Their ability to convey nuanced
political messages succinctly made them valuable tools in diplomatic and
ideological exchanges during the Cold War.

Notable Berlin Wall Political Cartoonists and
Examples

Several prominent cartoonists have contributed to the berlin wall political
cartoon genre, using their art to critique and document the Cold War era.
Their works remain influential for their artistic merit and historical
significance.

Prominent Cartoonists

Herblock (Herbert Block) – Known for his incisive critiques of Cold War
politics in American media.

Victor Weisz (Vicky) – A British cartoonist who addressed European
political tensions with sharp wit.

David Low – His work influenced political cartooning with a focus on
totalitarian regimes.

Iconic Cartoon Examples

Examples of berlin wall political cartoons include depictions of political
leaders attempting to break or build the wall, allegories featuring animals
or objects symbolizing freedom and repression, and poignant portrayals of
families divided. These cartoons often used humor and irony to underscore the
absurdity and tragedy of the Berlin Wall.



Artistic Techniques and Narrative Strategies in
Political Cartoons

Berlin wall political cartoons employ a variety of artistic and narrative
methods to communicate their messages effectively. These techniques enhance
the cartoons’ impact and help distill complex political ideas into compelling
visuals.

Caricature and Exaggeration

Cartoonists often exaggerate physical features of political figures or
elements of the wall to emphasize particular traits or critique policies.
This technique makes the message more striking and memorable.

Symbolism and Metaphor

Symbolic imagery is central to berlin wall political cartoons, using objects
and scenarios to represent broader political ideas. Metaphors such as walls,
chains, and bridges convey concepts like division, oppression, and hope
succinctly.

Contrast and Juxtaposition

Placing opposing elements side-by-side, such as freedom versus imprisonment
or East versus West, helps highlight conflicts and contradictions inherent in
the Berlin Wall situation.

Humor and Irony

Despite the serious subject matter, humor and irony are frequently used to
engage viewers and provoke critical reflection on political realities.

Visual Narrative

Many cartoons tell a story within a single frame or a series, guiding the
viewer through a political argument or historical event related to the Berlin
Wall.

Key Artistic Elements

Bold line work to define powerful imagery1.

Contrasting light and dark areas to convey mood2.

Minimal text to enhance visual impact3.

Use of recognizable symbols for immediate comprehension4.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of political cartoons about
the Berlin Wall?

Political cartoons about the Berlin Wall often symbolize the ideological
divide between East and West during the Cold War, highlighting themes of
oppression, freedom, and the struggle between communism and democracy.

How do political cartoons depict the fall of the
Berlin Wall?

Political cartoons depicting the fall of the Berlin Wall typically illustrate
themes of liberation, unity, and the end of Cold War tensions, often showing
the wall crumbling or being torn down by citizens.

What common symbols are used in Berlin Wall political
cartoons?

Common symbols include the Berlin Wall itself, barbed wire, figures
representing East and West Germany or the Soviet Union and the United States,
hammers or tools breaking the wall, and imagery of freedom such as birds or
open doors.

Why are Berlin Wall political cartoons important for
understanding Cold War history?

These cartoons provide insight into public opinion and political attitudes of
the time, using satire and symbolism to critique regimes, policies, and the
division of Germany, making complex historical events more accessible.

Who were some notable cartoonists that created Berlin
Wall political cartoons?

Notable cartoonists include Herblock (Herbert Block) from the United States,
David Low from the UK, and various Eastern European artists who used cartoons
to comment on the political situation surrounding the Berlin Wall.

How did political cartoons about the Berlin Wall
influence public perception?

Political cartoons helped shape and reflect public sentiment by simplifying
complex political issues, provoking thought, and encouraging discourse about
the division of Germany and the broader implications of the Cold War.

Additional Resources
1. Drawing the Divide: Political Cartoons and the Berlin Wall
This book explores the role of political cartoons in shaping public
perception of the Berlin Wall during the Cold War. It analyzes how
cartoonists from both East and West used satire and symbolism to comment on



the division of Germany. The collection includes notable cartoons and
provides historical context behind each illustration.

2. Walls of Iron, Lines of Ink: Cartoon Commentary on the Berlin Wall
"Walls of Iron, Lines of Ink" delves into the powerful impact of political
cartoons as tools of resistance and propaganda surrounding the Berlin Wall.
The author examines key works from prominent cartoonists, highlighting the
cultural clash and ideological battles depicted through art. This book offers
insight into the intersection of politics, media, and visual satire.

3. Behind the Iron Curtain: Satire and The Berlin Wall
Focusing on the use of satire behind the Iron Curtain, this book reveals how
cartoonists in East Germany and the Soviet bloc navigated censorship to
critique the Berlin Wall and its implications. It includes rare and censored
cartoons, along with narratives about the artists’ struggles. The work sheds
light on the subtle power of humor in authoritarian regimes.

4. The Berlin Wall in Caricature: Cold War Political Cartoons
This illustrated volume compiles some of the most influential caricatures
related to the Berlin Wall, capturing the tensions of the Cold War era. Each
cartoon is accompanied by detailed analysis explaining its symbolism,
historical background, and political significance. The book serves as a
visual history of the ideological conflict between East and West.

5. Cartooning the Cold War: The Berlin Wall and Global Politics
"Cartooning the Cold War" offers a comprehensive study of how political
cartoons about the Berlin Wall reflected broader global political dynamics.
The author traces the evolution of cartoon art from the wall's construction
in 1961 to its fall in 1989. This scholarly work examines how cartoons
influenced international opinion and diplomatic relations.

6. Humor on the Divide: Political Cartoons and the Berlin Wall Experience
This book highlights the human side of the Berlin Wall conflict through the
lens of political cartoons. By focusing on humor and satire, it reveals how
artists used wit to comment on themes of separation, freedom, and oppression.
The collection presents cartoons from diverse perspectives, including East
and West Germany, as well as international viewpoints.

7. Ink and Iron: The Berlin Wall Through Political Cartoons
"Ink and Iron" is a visual anthology showcasing the most poignant political
cartoons about the Berlin Wall, emphasizing the power of illustration as a
form of political expression. The author discusses how cartoonists captured
the wall’s symbolism and the emotional toll on individuals and societies.
This book is both a historical record and an artistic tribute.

8. Lines of Freedom: Political Cartoonists and the Fall of the Berlin Wall
This narrative focuses on the period leading up to the fall of the Berlin
Wall, examining how political cartoons contributed to the growing momentum
for change. It features interviews with cartoonists who witnessed and
influenced the historic events through their art. The book portrays cartoons
as catalysts for political dialogue and social transformation.

9. Satire and Separation: The Berlin Wall in Political Cartoons
"Satire and Separation" investigates the dual role of political cartoons in
both mocking and reinforcing the division created by the Berlin Wall. The
book explores the complexity of satire as a weapon and a mirror in the Cold
War context. Through an array of cartoons, it provides a nuanced
understanding of how humor addressed serious political realities.
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Find other PDF articles:
https://test.murphyjewelers.com/archive-library-706/files?ID=xoY52-9412&title=tcpa-general-descri
ption-of-an-existing-business-relationship.pdf

  berlin wall political cartoon: 100 Years of Pulitzer Prize Political Caricatures Heinz-Dietrich
Fischer, 2022-05-10 This volume contains - over the span of a Century - the works of Pulitzer
Prize-winning editorial cartoonists. It begins by showing human tragedies in the Soviet Union of
1922 and closes by depicting brutal Chinese practices against a minority group in 2022, while the
Russian army started to invade the Ukraine. Heinz-Dietrich Fischer, EdD, PhD, is Professor Emeritus
at the Ruhr University of Bochum, Germany.
  berlin wall political cartoon: Regents Exams and Answers: Global History and
Geography 2020 Michael J. Romano, Kristen Thone, William Streitwieser, Mary Martin, 2020-01-07
Barron’s Regents Exams and Answers: Global History and Geography 2020 provides essential
practice for students taking either the Global History and Geography “Transition Exam” or the
“Global History and Geography II Exam”, including actual recently administered “Transition Exams”,
thorough answer explanations, and an online access to an overview of the “Global History and
Geography II Exam.” All Regents test dates for 2020 have been canceled. Currently the State
Education Department of New York has released tentative test dates for the 2021 Regents. The
dates are set for January 26-29, 2021, June 15-25, 2021, and August 12-13th. This book features:
Four actual, recently administered Regents Global History and Geography “Transition Exams” so
students can get familiar with the test Thorough explanations for all answers Self-analysis charts
and Regents specifications grids to help identify strengths and weaknesses A detailed overview of
the “Transition Exam” Test-taking tips and helpful hints for answering all question types on the
“Transition Exam” A thorough glossary that covers all important terms, international organizations,
agreements, and people from 1750 to the present A webpage that contains an overview of the
“Global History and Geography II Exam” and answers to frequently asked questions about that
version of the exam Looking for additional practice and review? Check out Barron’s Regents Global
History and Geography Power Pack 2020 two-volume set, which includes Let’s Review Regents:
Global History and Geography in addition to Regents Exams and Answers: Global History and
Geography.
  berlin wall political cartoon: Popular Photography , 1990-12
  berlin wall political cartoon: Anthology United States , 1997-06
  berlin wall political cartoon: Between Mass Death and Individual Loss Alon Confino, Paul
Betts, Dirk Schumann, 2008-07-01 Recent years have witnessed growing scholarly interest in the
history of death. Increasing academic attention toward death as a historical subject in its own right
is very much linked to its pre-eminent place in 20th-century history, and Germany, predictably,
occupies a special place in these inquiries. This collection of essays explores how German mourning
changed over the 20th century in different contexts, with a particular view to how death was linked
to larger issues of social order and cultural self-understanding. It contributes to a history of death in
20th-century Germany that does not begin and end with the Third Reich.
  berlin wall political cartoon: The Art of Ill Will Donald Dewey, 2008-10 Featuring over 200
illustrations, this book tells the story of American political cartoons. From the colonial period to
contemporary cartoonists like Pat Oliphant and Jimmy Margulies, this title highlights these artists'
uncanny ability to encapsulate the essence of a situation and to steer the public mood with a single
drawing.
  berlin wall political cartoon: Hadrian's Wall Richard Hingley, 2012-10-04 In Hadrian's Wall: A
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Life, Richard Hingley addresses the post-Roman history of this world-famous ancient monument.
Constructed on the orders of the emperor Hadrian during the 120s AD, the Wall was maintained for
almost three centuries before ceasing to operate as a Roman frontier during the fifth century. The
scale and complexity of Hadrian's Wall makes it one of the most important ancient monuments in the
British Isles. It is the most well-preserved of the frontier works that once defined the Roman Empire.
While the Wall is famous as a Roman construct, its monumental physical structure did not suddenly
cease to exist in the fifth century. This volume explores the after-life of Hadrian's Wall and considers
the ways it has been imagined, represented, and researched from the sixth century to the internet.
The sixteen chapters, illustrated with over 100 images, show the changing manner in which the Wall
has been conceived and the significant role it has played in imagining the identity of the English,
including its appropriation as symbolic boundary between England and Scotland. Hingley discusses
the transforming political, cultural, and religious significance of the Wall during this entire period
and addresses the ways in which scholars and artists have been inspired by the monument over the
years.
  berlin wall political cartoon: Studies in Political Humour Villy Tsakona, Diana Elena Popa,
2011-11-15 If politics is a serious matter and humour a funny one, this volume investigates how and
why the boundaries between the two are blurred: politics can be represented in a humorous manner
and humour can have a serious intent. Political humour conveys criticism against the political status
quo and/or recycles and reinforces dominant views on politics. The data analysed comes from
European states with different sociopolitical histories and traditions and the methodologies adopted
originate in different fields (discourse analysis, folklore and cultural studies, media studies,
sociolinguistics, sociology, theatre semiotics). The first part of the volume is dedicated to politicians’
humour as a means of public positioning, deliberation, and eventually attack against political
adversaries, while the second one involves political satire as realised in different genres: animation,
impersonation, and cartoons. Last but not least, the third part shows how political humour can be
manipulated in public debates or become an integral part of postmodern art.
  berlin wall political cartoon: The Charlie Hebdo Affair and Comparative Journalistic Cultures
Lyombe Eko, 2019-11-14 The Charlie Hebdo terrorist attack of January 7, 2015 shook French
journalism to the core and reverberated around the world, triggering a cascade of responses from
journalists, media outlets, cartoonists and caricaturists from diverse geographies of freedom of
expression and journalistic cultures. This book is a multifaceted case study that describes and
explains sameness and difference in diverse journalistic conceptualizations of the Charlie Hebdo
affair from a comparative, international perspective. It explores how different journalistic traditions,
cultures, worldviews and styles conceptualized and reacted to the clash between freedom of
expression and respect for religious sentiments in the context of terrorism, where those sentiments
are imposed on the media and secular societies through intimidation, coercion and violence. The
book analyzes the political and cultural clashes between the core human right of freedom of
expression, and rite of respect for religious sentiments, which is situated on the outer periphery of
the human right of freedom of religion. It also examines how media outlets, editors, and cartoonists
from different politico-cultural contexts and journalistic cultures in Africa, Asia, Europe, the Middle
East, and North and South America, addressed the delicate issue of Mohammed cartoons in general,
and the problem of (re)publication of the controversial Charlie Hebdo Je Suis Charlie Mohammed
cartoon, in particular.
  berlin wall political cartoon: Hunting the Dark Knight Will Brooker, 2012-08-06 Publishing
alongside the world premiere of Christopher Nolan's third Batman film The Dark Knight Rises, Will
Brooker's new book explores Batman's twenty-first century incarnations. Brooker's close analysis of
Batman Begins and The Dark Knight offers a rigorous, accessible account of the complex
relationship between popular films, audiences, and producers in our age of media convergence. By
exploring themes of authorship, adaptation and intertextuality, he addresses a myriad of questions
raised by these films: did Batman Begins end when The Dark Knight began? Does its story include
the Gotham Knight DVD, or the 'Why So Serious' viral marketing campaign? Is it separate from the



parallel narratives of the Arkham Asylum videogame, the monthly comic books, the animated series
and the graphic novels? Can the brightly campy incarnations of the Batman ever be fully repressed
by The Dark Knight, or are they an intrinsic part of the character? Do all of these various
manifestations feed into a single Batman metanarrative? This will be a vital text for film students
and academics, as well as legions of Batman fans.
  berlin wall political cartoon: The Solidarity Movement and Perspectives on the Last
Decade of the Cold War Lee Trepanier, Spasimir Domaradzki, Jaclyn Stanke, 2010 Nic nie wpisano
  berlin wall political cartoon: The Political Portrait Luciano Cheles, Alessandro Giacone,
2020-06-10 The leader's portrait, produced in a variety of media (statues, coins, billboards, posters,
stamps), is a key instrument of propaganda in totalitarian regimes, but increasingly also dominates
political communication in democratic countries as a result of the personalization and
spectacularization of campaigning. Written by an international group of contributors, this volume
focuses on the last one hundred years, covering a wide range of countries around the globe, and
dealing with dictatorial regimes and democratic systems alike. As well as discussing the effigies that
are produced by the powers that be for propaganda purposes, it looks at the uses of portraiture by
antagonistic groups or movements as forms of resistance, derision, denunciation and demonization.
This volume will be of interest to researchers in visual studies, art history, media studies, cultural
studies, politics and contemporary history.
  berlin wall political cartoon: The American Patriot's Almanac William J. Bennett, John T.E.
Cribb, 2013-04-08 Discover 365 reasons to love America as you read the storied history of the
United States. The fife and drum of history mark the time of each passing day. And within their
cadence, personalities, conflicts, discoveries, ideas, and nations peal and fade. American history is
no different. Best-selling author and educator Dr. William J. Bennett is a master of the story that is
the United States. In The American Patriot's Almanac, Bennett distills the American drama into 365
entries--one for each day of the year, with stories including: the starving time of Jamestown during
the Winter of 1609 the bloody argument of the Civil War the invention of items such as Teflon The
stories in this book are part of what Abraham Lincoln called the “mystic chords of memory.” They
are the symbols that define the essence of the United States, that mark its historic course, and
connect its people. The American Patriot’s Almanac is a daily source of inspiration and information
about the history, heroes, and achievements that sum up what this nation is all about.
  berlin wall political cartoon: Murder in Brentwood Mark Fuhrman, 2014-10-27 *Three
months on the New York Times bestseller list* Twenty years ago, America was captivated by the
awful drama of the O.J. Simpson trial. The Simpson Dream Team legal defense had a seemingly
impossible task: convincing a jury that their client, a man the whole country had watched flee from
police, was innocent of the murders of Nicole Brown Simpson and Ron Goldman. In order for O.J.
Simpson to get away with murder, the defense attorneys had to destroy the reputation of Mark
Fuhrman, a brilliant Los Angeles detective who knew beyond a shadow of a doubt that O.J. Simpson
was guilty. Now Fuhrman tells his side of the story in a damning exposé that reveals why and how
Simpson's prosecution was bungled. With Fuhrman's own hand-drawn maps of the crime scene and
his reconstruction of the murders, Murder in Brentwood is the book that sets the record straight
about what happened on June 12, 1994—and reveals why the O.J. Simpson trial was such a
catastrophe.
  berlin wall political cartoon: Adventures in Time and Place , 2000 Describes five geography
themes; each introduces a new concept to help children describe their own adventure as they
explore the different parts of the United States.
  berlin wall political cartoon: Editorial Cartoon Awards 1922–1997 Heinz-D. Fischer,
2011-04-20 The School of Journalism at Columbia University has awarded the Pulitzer Prize since
1917. Nowadays there are prizes in 21 categories from the fields of journalism, literature and music.
The Pulitzer Prize Archive presents the history of this award from its beginnings to the present: In
parts A to E the awarding of the prize in each category is documented, commented and arranged
chronologically. Part F covers the history of the prize biographically and bibliographically. Part G



provides the background to the decisions.
  berlin wall political cartoon: Twentieth Century Italy Jonathan Dunnage, 2014-09-25
Following a historically chronological approach, and with a clear focus on the marked regional
diversity characterising Italy, this volume analyses the impact of social, economic, cultural and
political transformation on the lives of Italians. It assesses their living standards, their health and
education, their working conditions and their leisure activities. The final part of the book examines
contemporary Italian society in the light of the political and moral crisis of the early 1990s.
  berlin wall political cartoon: A Companion to Julius Caesar Miriam Griffin, 2015-07-21 A
Companion to Julius Caesar comprises 30 essays from leading scholars examining the life and after
life of this great polarizing figure. Explores Caesar from a variety of perspectives: military genius,
ruthless tyrant, brilliant politician, first class orator, sophisticated man of letters, and more Utilizes
Caesar’s own extant writings Examines the viewpoints of Caesar’s contemporaries and explores
Caesar’s portrayals by artists and writers through the ages
  berlin wall political cartoon: Politics, Art and Commitment in the East European Cinema D.W.
Paul, 1983-06-18
  berlin wall political cartoon: Games of Discontent Harry Blutstein, 2021-04-15 The year
1968 was ablaze with passion and mayhem as protests erupted in Paris and Prague, throughout the
United States, and in cities on all continents. The Summer Olympic Games in Mexico were to be a
moment of respite from chaos. But the image of peace – a white dove – adopted by organizers was an
illusion, as was obvious to a record six hundred million people watching worldwide on satellite
television. Ten days before the opening ceremony, soldiers slaughtered hundreds of student
protesters in the capital. In Games of Discontent Harry Blutstein presents vivid accounts of
threatened boycotts to protest racism in the United States, South Africa, and Rhodesia. He describes
demonstrations by Czechoslovak gold medal gymnast Věra Čáslavská against the Soviet-led invasion
of her country. The most dramatic moment of the Olympic Games was Tommie Smith and John
Carlos's black power salute from the podium. Blutstein furnishes new details behind their protest
and examines how this iconic image seared itself into historical memory, inspiring Colin Kaepernick
and a new generation of athlete-activists to take a knee against racism decades later. The 1968
Summer Games became a microcosm of the discord happening around the globe. Describing a range
of protest activities preceding and surrounding the 1968 Olympics, Games of Discontent shines light
on the world during a politically transformative moment when discontents were able, for the first
time, to globalize their protests.
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