bergen county historical society

bergen county historical society serves as a vital institution dedicated to
preserving, documenting, and promoting the rich heritage of Bergen County,
New Jersey. Established with a mission to safeguard the county’s unique
historical artifacts, documents, and stories, the society plays a crucial
role in educating the public and fostering an appreciation for local history.
Through its extensive archives, exhibitions, and educational programs, the
Bergen County Historical Society offers valuable resources for researchers,
historians, and community members alike. This article explores the society’s
origins, collections, educational initiatives, and community involvement.
Readers will gain insight into how the society contributes to preserving
Bergen County’s cultural legacy and supporting historical research. The
following sections provide a detailed overview of the Bergen County
Historical Society’s history, key activities, and impact on the community.
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History of the Bergen County Historical Society

The Bergen County Historical Society was founded in the early 20th century
with the goal of preserving the county’s historical heritage. Bergen County,
one of New Jersey’s oldest counties, has a rich history dating back to the
colonial era. Recognizing the importance of documenting and protecting this
heritage, local historians and community leaders established the society to
serve as a steward of historical knowledge. Over the decades, the society has
expanded its mission to include educational outreach and community
engagement, becoming a cornerstone institution for historical preservation in
the region.

Founding and Early Years

The society was officially established in 1902 by a group of dedicated
individuals passionate about Bergen County’s past. In its early years, the
organization focused on collecting artifacts, photographs, and documents
related to the county’s early settlements, industries, and prominent
families. These efforts laid the foundation for what would become an
extensive archive. The society initially operated out of modest facilities
but gradually acquired dedicated space to house its growing collections and
host public programs.



Development and Growth

Throughout the 20th century, the Bergen County Historical Society expanded
its reach and influence. It developed partnerships with local schools,
libraries, and government agencies to promote historical awareness. The
society also began publishing newsletters and journals that highlighted
significant historical events and discoveries related to Bergen County. As
the community grew and changed, the society adapted its programs to remain
relevant and accessible to a broader audience.

Collections and Archives

The Bergen County Historical Society maintains one of the most comprehensive
collections of historical materials related to the county’s past. Its
archives include a wide range of artifacts, documents, photographs, maps, and
genealogical records that offer invaluable insights into the region’s
development over centuries. These collections serve as a primary resource for
historians, genealogists, students, and anyone interested in local history.

Artifact Collections

The society’s artifact collections encompass items from various periods,
including colonial-era tools, household items, clothing, and artwork. These
tangible pieces provide a direct connection to the daily lives and
experiences of Bergen County’s past residents. Special exhibits often
showcase these artifacts, highlighting themes such as early industry,
transportation, and cultural traditions.

Archival Documents and Photographs

The archival holdings feature thousands of documents, including letters,
diaries, land deeds, and newspapers, many of which date back to the 18th and
19th centuries. The photograph collection is particularly extensive, offering
visual documentation of the county’s towns, notable events, and prominent
figures. These archives are meticulously organized and preserved to ensure
long-term accessibility and research wvalue.

Genealogical Resources

For genealogists, the Bergen County Historical Society provides essential
resources that assist in tracing family histories within the county. The
society maintains vital records, census data, church registries, and cemetery
indexes. These tools facilitate research into ancestral lineages and
contribute to a deeper understanding of Bergen County’s demographic
evolution.

e Colonial—-era artifacts and tools
e Historical photographs and maps

e Personal letters and diaries



e Land deeds and government records

e Genealogical databases and indexes

Educational Programs and Outreach

Education is a central component of the Bergen County Historical Society’s
mission. The organization develops and implements a variety of programs aimed
at increasing public knowledge and appreciation of local history. These
initiatives target diverse audiences, including students, educators, and
lifelong learners, fostering community engagement through interactive and
informative experiences.

School Partnerships

The society collaborates with schools throughout Bergen County to integrate
local history into curricula. It offers classroom presentations, field trips
to historical sites, and educational materials aligned with state standards.
These partnerships help students connect with their heritage and understand
the historical context of their communities.

Workshops and Lectures

Regular workshops and lecture series are organized to provide in-depth
explorations of specific historical topics. These events often feature
historians, authors, and experts who share research findings and discuss
significant aspects of Bergen County’s past. They serve as valuable
opportunities for community members to engage with history in a dynamic
setting.

Public Exhibitions

The society curates public exhibitions that highlight different facets of
Bergen County’s history. These exhibitions combine artifacts, documents, and
multimedia elements to create immersive experiences that educate and inspire
visitors. Exhibitions may focus on themes such as immigration, industrial
development, or notable local figures.

Community Involvement and Events

The Bergen County Historical Society actively engages with the community
through various events and initiatives that celebrate the county’s heritage.
These activities not only raise awareness about local history but also foster
a sense of pride and identity among residents. Community involvement is
integral to the society’s efforts to sustain historical preservation and
education.



Annual Heritage Events

The society hosts annual events such as heritage festivals, historic house
tours, and commemorative celebrations. These gatherings provide opportunities
for residents to experience Bergen County’s history firsthand and participate
in cultural traditions. Events often include reenactments, demonstrations,
and family-friendly activities.

Volunteer Programs

Volunteers play a critical role in supporting the society’s operations. The
organization offers various volunteer opportunities, including archival work,
event coordination, and educational outreach. Volunteer involvement helps
expand the society’s capacity to serve the community and preserve its
historical assets.

Community Partnerships

The society collaborates with local organizations, government agencies, and
cultural institutions to promote historical awareness and preservation. These
partnerships enhance resource sharing, joint programming, and advocacy
efforts aimed at protecting Bergen County’s historical sites and narratives.

Research and Publications

The Bergen County Historical Society supports scholarly research and
disseminates knowledge through a range of publications. These resources
contribute to the broader historical discourse by providing well-documented
accounts of the county’s past and highlighting new discoveries. The society’s
commitment to rigorous research ensures the accuracy and relevance of its
historical contributions.

Research Assistance

The society offers research support to individuals and organizations
investigating Bergen County history. Staff and volunteers assist with access
to archives, guidance on genealogical inquiries, and recommendations for
relevant sources. This service is invaluable for academic researchers,
students, and family historians.

Publications and Newsletters

The society publishes a quarterly newsletter featuring articles on historical
topics, upcoming events, and society news. Additionally, it produces
specialized books, monographs, and pamphlets that document key aspects of
Bergen County’s heritage. These publications serve both educational and
preservation purposes, reaching a wide audience interested in local history.



Digital Resources

In response to evolving technology, the Bergen County Historical Society has
developed digital archives and online resources. These platforms increase
accessibility to historical materials and expand the society’s reach beyond
the local community. Digital initiatives include scanned documents, virtual
exhibits, and searchable databases.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Bergen County Historical Society?

The Bergen County Historical Society is an organization dedicated to
preserving and promoting the history and heritage of Bergen County, New
Jersey through exhibits, educational programs, and events.

Where is the Bergen County Historical Society
located?

The Bergen County Historical Society is located in Hackensack, New Jersey,
serving as a central hub for local history and archival materials.

What types of events does the Bergen County
Historical Society host?

The society hosts a variety of events including lectures, historical walking
tours, exhibitions, workshops, and community gatherings focused on Bergen
County's history.

Can I access historical archives at the Bergen County
Historical Society?

Yes, the Bergen County Historical Society provides access to historical
archives, documents, photographs, and genealogical resources for researchers
and the public.

How can I become a member of the Bergen County
Historical Society?

You can become a member by visiting their official website or contacting them
directly to sign up and support their mission while gaining access to member
benefits.

Does the Bergen County Historical Society offer
educational programs for schools?

Yes, the society offers educational programs and resources tailored for
schools to help students learn about local history and heritage.



Are there volunteer opportunities at the Bergen
County Historical Society?

Yes, the society welcomes volunteers to assist with events, archival work,
guided tours, and community outreach activities.

What is the significance of Bergen County in New
Jersey history?

Bergen County is significant for its rich colonial history, role in the
Revolutionary War, and its development as one of New Jersey's oldest and most
historically diverse counties.

How can I support the Bergen County Historical
Society?

Support can be provided through membership, donations, volunteering,
attending events, or spreading awareness about the society’s activities and
mission.

Additional Resources

1. Bergen County Chronicles: A Historical Overview

This comprehensive book explores the rich history of Bergen County, New
Jersey, from its early settlement days to modern times. It highlights key
events, influential figures, and the social evolution that shaped the region.
The book is a valuable resource for anyone interested in understanding Bergen
County's unique heritage.

2. Pioneers and Patriots: The Founding Families of Bergen County

Delve into the stories of the early settlers who established Bergen County
and played significant roles in American history. This book details
genealogies, family anecdotes, and contributions during pivotal moments such
as the Revolutionary War. It offers readers a personal connection to the
county’s earliest inhabitants.

3. Historic Landmarks of Bergen County

This illustrated guidebook showcases the most significant historic sites and
buildings throughout Bergen County. Each landmark is accompanied by detailed
descriptions, historical context, and stunning photographs. Perfect for
history enthusiasts and visitors wanting to explore the county’s
architectural heritage.

4. Bergen County During the American Revolution

Focuses on Bergen County’s strategic importance and the experiences of its
residents during the Revolutionary War. The book combines military history
with civilian life stories, shedding light on battles, skirmishes, and local
patriotism. It also examines the lasting impact of the war on the county’s
development.

5. The Bergen County Historical Society: A Legacy of Preservation

This book chronicles the founding and growth of the Bergen County Historical
Society itself, highlighting its efforts to preserve and promote local
history. It includes profiles of key members, notable projects, and the
society’s ongoing mission. Readers gain insight into how community engagement



has shaped historical preservation.

6. Bergen County Railroads: Tracks Through Time

Explore the history of rail transportation in Bergen County and its role in
economic and social transformation. The book covers the development of
railway lines, stations, and their influence on commerce and daily life. Rich
with maps and archival images, it appeals to both railroad enthusiasts and
local historians.

7. Women of Bergen County: Unsung Heroines in History

Highlighting the contributions of women throughout Bergen County’s past, this
book brings to light stories often overlooked in traditional histories. From
activists and educators to entrepreneurs and artists, it celebrates the
diverse roles women played in shaping the community. The book promotes a
deeper understanding of gender and history in the region.

8. Agriculture and Industry in Bergen County: From Past to Present

This text examines the economic roots of Bergen County, focusing on its
agricultural beginnings and industrial growth. It discusses how farming
communities evolved and how industry transformed the local landscape over
time. Readers gain an appreciation for the county’s adaptability and economic
heritage.

9. Bergen County’s Cultural Tapestry: Immigrant Stories and Traditions
Chronicling the waves of immigrants who settled in Bergen County, this book
explores their cultural impact and contributions. It features personal
narratives, cultural festivals, and the blending of traditions that define
the county’s identity today. The book is a tribute to diversity and community
resilience.
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Visit | Bergen County Historical Society The museum site of Historic New Bridge Landing is
located on the west bank of the Hackensack River on Main Street, River Edge, NJ. Nearby streets
are marked with brown Historic New

Historic Buildings | Bergen County Historical Society The Bergen County Historical Society is
a volunteer, membership, 501 (c) (3) non profit organization that was founded in 1902. Over 7,800+
Facebook followers BCHS website was

Library | Bergen County Historical Society The Society’s Library and Archives collection
includes items related to Bergen County, including: family genealogy, histories, diaries, manuscripts,
church, cemetery, Bible records, books,

Museum Collections | Bergen County Historical Society BCHS museum and library collections
comprise the greatest survival of significant Bergen Dutch artifacts and documents in the public
domain. Many objects are on view at Historic New Bridge

Collections | Bergen County Historical Society BCHS museum and library collections comprise
the greatest survival of significant Bergen Dutch artifacts and documents in the public domain.
Some objects are on view at the Campbell

Visitor Information | Bergen County Historical Society We ask that visitors refrain from
disorderly or disruptive conduct that interferes with or distracts from other visitors' enjoyment of
Bergen County Historical Society (BCHS) Events

BCHS Officers and Board | Bergen County Historical Society The Bergen County Historical
Society, a non-profit, all-volunteer, 501 (c) (3) organization. We promote preservation, study and
appreciation of local and state history

Membership | Bergen County Historical Society The Bergen County Historical Society
welcomes those who wish to support our mission which is to collect and preserve data and objects of
significance to the history of the United States and
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