best books political science

best books political science serve as essential resources for students, scholars, and
enthusiasts seeking to understand the complexities of political systems, theories, and
global affairs. This article explores a curated selection of influential and insightful works
that have shaped the study and practice of political science. From foundational texts that
outline core political theories to contemporary analyses addressing modern political
challenges, these books provide a comprehensive overview of the discipline. Whether one
is interested in political philosophy, comparative politics, international relations, or public
policy, the following list highlights key readings that offer depth, clarity, and critical
perspectives. Additionally, the article discusses the significance of each work and its
contribution to political science education and research. This guide aims to assist readers in
identifying the best books political science has to offer, enhancing their academic and
intellectual journey in this dynamic field.

e Foundational Texts in Political Science

e Contemporary Political Theory

e Comparative Politics and Global Perspectives
¢ International Relations and Diplomacy

e Public Policy and Political Economy

Foundational Texts in Political Science

Foundational texts in political science lay the groundwork for understanding the basic
principles and historical development of political thought. These books often explore the
nature of power, governance, justice, and the role of the state, providing timeless insights
that continue to influence modern scholarship.

The Republic by Plato

Plato’s The Republic is one of the earliest and most influential works in political philosophy.
It examines justice, the ideal state, and the philosopher-king concept, establishing a
framework for later political theory debates. This text is essential for understanding the
origins of Western political thought and the philosophical underpinnings of governance.

Leviathan by Thomas Hobbes

Leviathan presents a foundational social contract theory, arguing for a strong central
authority to prevent social chaos. Hobbes’s views on human nature and sovereignty remain



critical for students of political science, particularly in discussions about authority,
legitimacy, and state power.

Democracy in America by Alexis de Tocqueville

This classic work analyzes the democratic system of the United States, exploring its
strengths and weaknesses. Tocqueville’s observations provide valuable insights into the
functioning of democracy, civil society, and political culture, making it a must-read for those
interested in democratic theory and practice.

e Exploration of justice and ideal governance
e Social contract and sovereignty theories

e Analysis of democratic institutions and culture

Contemporary Political Theory

Contemporary political theory addresses modern challenges and debates in political
science, including justice, equality, rights, and governance. These texts offer critical
perspectives on democracy, liberalism, and political ideologies that shape current political
discourse.

A Theory of Justice by John Rawls

Rawls’s A Theory of Justice revolutionized political philosophy by introducing the concept of
“justice as fairness.” His principles of justice and the original position thought experiment
have become central to discussions on social justice and political ethics.

On Liberty by John Stuart Mill

Mill’s On Liberty defends individual freedom and liberty against the tyranny of the majority.
It remains a foundational text for understanding liberal political theory and the balancing
act between individual rights and societal interests.

The Origins of Totalitarianism by Hannah Arendt

Arendt’s analysis of totalitarian regimes provides critical insights into the dangers of
authoritarianism and the conditions that give rise to such governments. This work is
significant for understanding political extremism and the fragility of democratic institutions.



e Conceptual frameworks for social justice
e Defenses of individual liberty and political freedom

e Studies on authoritarianism and political extremism

Comparative Politics and Global Perspectives

Comparative politics involves the study of different political systems, institutions, and
behaviors worldwide. The best books political science offers in this area provide frameworks
and case studies for analyzing political diversity and commonalities across nations.

Politics in Developing Countries by Peter Burnell

This book offers comprehensive coverage of political systems in the developing world,
focusing on democratization, conflict, and governance challenges. It is valuable for
understanding the political dynamics in various cultural and economic contexts.

States and Social Revolutions by Theda Skocpol

Skocpol’s work combines historical analysis with sociopolitical theory to explain the causes
and consequences of social revolutions. This text is crucial for understanding state
transformation and political upheaval.

Comparative Politics: Structures and Choices by Lowell
Barrington

Barrington provides an accessible introduction to comparative politics, combining theory
with empirical examples. The book covers electoral systems, political parties, and
institutional design, essential for grasping comparative political analysis.

¢ Analysis of political systems in developing nations
e Historical perspectives on social revolutions

e Frameworks for electoral and institutional comparison



International Relations and Diplomacy

International relations (IR) theory explores the interactions between states, international
organizations, and non-state actors. The best books political science includes on IR address
power dynamics, conflict, cooperation, and diplomacy on the global stage.

The Twenty Years’ Crisis by E.H. Carr

Considered a foundational text in IR, Carr critiques idealism and advocates for a realist
approach focusing on power and national interest. This book is vital for understanding the
evolution of IR theory.

Man, the State, and War by Kenneth Waltz

Waltz’s analysis of causes of war through three images—individual, state, and international
system—provides a comprehensive framework for studying conflict and peace. It remains
influential in both theory and policy discussions.

Diplomacy by Henry Kissinger

Kissinger’s detailed examination of diplomatic history and strategy offers practical insights
into statecraft and international negotiations, making it a key resource for students of
global politics.

e Realist and idealist perspectives on international politics
e Frameworks for understanding causes of war and peace

e Historical and strategic analysis of diplomacy

Public Policy and Political Economy

The intersection of politics and economics is critical in understanding policy formulation and
implementation. The best books political science recommends in this area discuss
economic theories, policy analysis, and the role of government in market regulation.

Policy Paradox: The Art of Political Decision Making by
Deborah Stone

Stone’s book highlights the complexities and contradictions inherent in policymaking. It
challenges the notion of policy as purely rational, emphasizing values, symbols, and



political negotiation.

Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy by Joseph
Schumpeter

Schumpeter explores the dynamics of capitalism and its relationship with democracy,
introducing the concept of creative destruction. This work is essential for understanding
political economy and economic policy debates.

Governing the Commons by Elinor Ostrom

Ostrom challenges traditional views about common-pool resources, demonstrating how
communities can effectively manage resources without centralized control. Her work has
significant implications for public policy and environmental governance.

¢ Insights into the policymaking process
e Economic theories relevant to political governance

¢ Innovative approaches to resource management and public goods

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the best books to start with in
political science?

Some of the best introductory books in political science include 'The Republic' by Plato,
'‘Politics' by Aristotle, and 'The Principles of Political Economy' by John Stuart Mill. These
classics provide foundational concepts and theories.

Which books offer a comprehensive overview of modern
political science theories?

Books like 'The Logic of Political Survival' by Bruce Bueno de Mesquita, 'An Introduction to
Political Philosophy' by Jonathan Wolff, and 'Essentials of Comparative Politics' by Patrick H.
O'Neil offer comprehensive insights into modern political science theories.

What are the best books on political ideologies?

Recommended books on political ideologies include 'Political Ideologies: Their Origins and
Impact' by Leon P. Baradat, 'Liberalism' by Ludwig von Mises, and 'The Communist



Manifesto' by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels.

Can you suggest influential books on international
relations within political science?

Influential books on international relations include 'The Tragedy of Great Power Politics' by
John Mearsheimer, 'Politics Among Nations' by Hans Morgenthau, and 'The Globalization of
World Politics' by John Baylis, Patricia Owens, and Steve Smith.

Which books focus on political behavior and public
opinion?

Key books in political behavior and public opinion include 'The Nature and Origins of Mass
Opinion' by John Zaller, 'Public Opinion' by Walter Lippmann, and 'The American Voter' by
Angus Campbell et al.

What are some must-read books on comparative
politics?

Must-read books on comparative politics include 'States and Social Revolutions' by Theda
Skocpol, 'Patterns of Democracy' by Arend Lijphart, and 'Comparative Politics: Structures
and Choices' by Lowell Barrington.

Are there any recent influential books on political
science worth reading?

Recent influential political science books include 'How Democracies Die' by Steven Levitsky
and Daniel Ziblatt, 'The Road to Unfreedom' by Timothy Snyder, and 'Democracy for
Realists' by Christopher H. Achen and Larry M. Bartels, which explore contemporary political
challenges and democratic theory.

Additional Resources

1. The Republic by Plato

This foundational text in political philosophy explores justice, the ideal state, and the role of
the philosopher-king. Plato uses a dialogue format to examine the nature of justice and the
organization of society. The Republic remains a cornerstone for understanding Western
political thought and theory.

2. Leviathan by Thomas Hobbes

Hobbes presents a powerful argument for the necessity of a strong central authority to
avoid chaos and civil war. Written during the English Civil War, Leviathan discusses the
social contract and the origins of political order. It is essential reading for understanding the
development of modern political theory.

3. Democracy in America by Alexis de Tocqueville
This classic work analyzes the strengths and weaknesses of American democracy in the



early 19th century. Tocqueville provides insights into the social, political, and cultural
factors that shape democratic governance. His observations remain relevant for
contemporary discussions on democracy and civil society.

4. The Origins of Totalitarianism by Hannah Arendt

Arendt explores the rise of totalitarian regimes in the 20th century, focusing on Nazi
Germany and Stalinist Russia. She examines the social and political conditions that enable
totalitarianism to flourish. This book is a critical resource for understanding authoritarianism
and political oppression.

5. Politics by Aristotle

Aristotle’s Politics investigates the nature of the city-state and the various forms of
government. He discusses the concept of citizenship, the role of the middle class, and the
best political systems. This work laid the groundwork for much of Western political science.

6. The Social Contract by Jean-Jacques Rousseau

Rousseau argues for the legitimacy of political authority based on a social contract agreed
upon by all citizens. He explores concepts of freedom, equality, and the general will. This
book is influential in democratic theory and modern political philosophy.

7. Capitalism and Freedom by Milton Friedman

Friedman advocates for the connection between economic freedom and political freedom.
He critiques government intervention and promotes free-market policies as essential for
individual liberty. This book is significant in understanding the relationship between
economics and politics.

8. The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order by Samuel P. Huntington
Huntington’s controversial thesis argues that future conflicts will be based on cultural and
civilizational differences rather than ideological or economic factors. He examines the post-
Cold War global landscape and the implications for international relations. The book sparks
important debates on global politics and security.

9. Governing the Commons by Elinor Ostrom

Ostrom challenges the conventional wisdom that common-pool resources are best
managed by either privatization or government control. Through empirical studies, she
demonstrates how communities can self-organize to sustainably manage shared resources.
This work has profound implications for political science, economics, and environmental

policy.
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(Third Printing.). Leslie Lipson, 1954

best books political science: The Best Books: D, Society. E, Geography. 1912 William Swan
Sonnenschein, 1912

best books political science: The Oxford Handbook of Political Leadership R. A. W. Rhodes,
Paul 't Hart, 2014-05-29 Political leadership has made a comeback. It was studied intensively not
only by political scientists but also by political sociologists and psychologists, Sovietologists, political
anthropologists, and by scholars in comparative and development studies from the 1940s to the
1970s. Thereafter, the field lost its way with the rise of structuralism, neo-institutionalism, and
rational choice approaches to the study of politics, government, and governance. Recently, however,
students of politics have returned to studying the role of individual leaders and the exercise of
leadership to explain political outcomes. The list of topics is nigh endless: elections, conflict
management, public policy, government popularity, development, governance networks, and
regional integration. In the media age, leaders are presented and stage-managed—spun—DDLas the
solution to almost every social problem. Through the mass media and the Internet, citizens and
professional observers follow the rise, impact, and fall of senior political officeholders at closer
quarters than ever before. This Handbook encapsulates the resurgence by asking, where are we
today? It orders the multidisciplinary field by identifying the distinct and distinctive contributions of
the disciplines. It meets the urgent need to take stock. It brings together scholars from around the
world, encouraging a comparative perspective, to provide a comprehensive coverage of all the major
disciplines, methods, and regions. It showcases both the normative and empirical traditions in
political leadership studies, and juxtaposes behavioural, institutional, and interpretive approaches. It
covers formal, office-based as well as informal, emergent political leadership, and in both democratic
and undemocratic polities.

best books political science: Routledge Handbook of Latin American Politics Peter
Kingstone, Deborah ]J. Yashar, 2013-03-05 The Routeldge Handbook of Latin American Politics
brings together the leading figures in the study of Latin America to present extensive empirical
coverage and a cutting-edge examination of the central areas of inquiry in the region.

best books political science: After Broadcast News Bruce A. Williams, Michael X. Delli
Carpini, 2011-09-26 The new media environment has challenged the role of professional journalists
as the primary source of politically relevant information. After Broadcast News puts this challenge
into historical context, arguing that it is the latest of several critical moments, driven by economic,
political, cultural and technological changes, in which the relationship among citizens, political elites
and the media has been contested. Out of these past moments, distinct 'media regimes' eventually
emerged, each with its own seemingly natural rules and norms, and each the result of political
struggle with clear winners and losers. The media regime in place for the latter half of the twentieth
century has been dismantled, but a new regime has yet to emerge. Assuring this regime is a
democratic one requires serious consideration of what was most beneficial and most problematic
about past regimes and what is potentially most beneficial and most problematic about today's new
information environment.

best books political science: Congress Reconsidered Lawrence C. Dodd, Bruce I.
Oppenheimer, C. Lawrence Evans, 2020-12-22 Since its first edition, Congress Reconsidered was
designed to make available the best contemporary work from leading congressional scholars in a
form that is both challenging and accessible to undergraduates. With their Twelfth Edition,
Lawrence C. Dodd, Bruce I. Oppenheimer, and C. Lawrence Evans continue this tradition as their
contributors focus on how various aspects of Congress have changed over time: C. Lawrence Evans
partners with Wendy Schiller to discuss the U.S. Senate and the meaning of dysfunction; Molly E.
Reynolds analyzes the politics of the budget and appropriations process in a polarized Congress; and
Danielle M. Thomsen looks at the role of women and voter preferences in the 2018 elections. With a
strong new focus on political polarization, this bestselling volume remains on the cutting edge with
key insights into the workings of Congress.

best books political science: Public Engagement for Public Education Marion Orr, John



Rogers, 2011 This volume examines the ways youth, parents, community members, and civic leaders
join forces to improve public education.

best books political science: Managing for Results 2002 Mark A. Abramson, John M.
Kamensky, 2001 Managing for results : cutting-edge challenges facing government leaders in 2002
/John M. Kamensky and Mark A. Abramson --Corporate strategic planning in government : lessons
from the United States Air Force /Colin Campbell --Challenge of developing cross-agency measures :
a case study of the Office of National Drug Control Policy /Patrick J. Murphy and John Carnevale
--Using evaluation to support performance management : a guide for federal executives /Kathryn E.
Newcomer and Mary Ann Scheirer --Managing for outcomes : milestone contracting in Oklahoma
/Peter Frumkin --Using performance data for accountability : the New York City Police Department's
CompStat model of police management /Paul E. O'Connell --Potential of the Government
Performance and Results Act as a tool to manage third-party government /David G. Frederickson.

best books political science: Violence in America Ted Robert Gurr, 1989-06 An excellent
companion to Violence in America: The History of Crime, this volume provides fascinating insight
into recently developed theories on the sources of recurring conflict in American society. With their
main focus on traumatic issues that have generated group violence and continue to do so, the
contributors discuss the most intractable source of social and political conflict in our history--the
resistance of Black Americans to their inferior status, and the efforts of White Americans to keep
them there. Other intriguing topics include the emergence and decline of political terrorism and the
continuation of violent threats from right-wing extremists, such as the Klan, the Order, and the
Aryan nations. The basic assumption underlying all interpretations is that group violence grows out
of the dynamics of social change and political contention. The idea presented is that the origins,
processes, and outcomes of group violence, like the causes and consequences of crime, must be
understood and dealt with in their social contexts. This volume is essential reading for students and
professionals in history, criminology, victimology, political science, and other related areas. SEE
QUOTE W/ VOLUME ONE

best books political science: Civic Freedom in an Age of Diversity Dimitrios Karmis, Jocelyn
Maclure, 2023-02-15 James Tully is one of the world’s most influential political philosophers at work
today. Over the past thirty years - first with Strange Multiplicity (1995), and more fully with Public
Philosophy in a New Key (2008) and On Global Citizenship (2014) - Tully has developed a distinctive
approach to the study of political philosophy, democracy, and active citizenship for a deeply diverse
world and a de-imperializing age. Civic Freedom in an Age of Diversity explores, elucidates, and
questions Tully’s innovative approach, methods, and concepts, providing both a critical assessment
of Tully’s public philosophy and an exemplification of the dialogues of reciprocal elucidation that are
central to Tully’s approach. Since the role of public philosophy is to address public affairs, the
contributors consider public philosophy in the context of pressing issues and recent civic struggles
such as: crises of democracy and citizenship in the Western world; global citizenship; civil
disobedience and non-violence; Indigenous self-determination; nationalism and federalism in
multinational states; protest movements in Turkey and Quebec; supranational belonging in the
European Union; struggles over equity in academia; and environmental decontamination,
decolonization, and cultural restoration in Akwesasne. Offering a wide-ranging analytical discussion
of Tully’s work by leading scholars from various fields of study, with an extensive reply by Tully
himself, Civic Freedom in an Age of Diversity provides a rich perspective on the full extent of his
contribution.

best books political science: Encyclopedia of Government and Politics Mary Hawkesworth,
Maurice Kogan, 2013-11-07 This is a brand-new edition of the critically acclaimed Encyclopedia of
Government and Politics which has been fully revised and updated to provide a systematic account
of politics and political studies at the beginning of the new millennium. Providing a penetrating
analysis of government and politics at a global, regional and nation-state level, the Encyclopedia
assesses both traditional and contemporary approaches, and projects the paths of future research.
The articles provide a degree of critical analysis far beyond a simple descriptive outline of the




subject. Internationally respected contributors have been carefully selected to present contending
approaches to related topics, both to clarify the political implications of the various methodologies
and to enrich the portrayal of political life. With its expanded, revised and updated coverage,
Encyclopedia of Government and Politics is more than ever an indispensable tool for students,
teachers, professional analysts and policy-makers.

best books political science: Comparative Politics Mark Irving Lichbach, Alan S.
Zuckerman, 2009-02-02 Comparative Politics: Rationality, Culture, and Structure is a revised second
edition of the volume that guided students and scholars through the intellectual demands of
comparative politics. Retaining a focus on the field's research schools, it now pays parallel attention
to the pragmatics of causal research. Mark Lichbach begins with a review of discovery, explanation
and evidence and Alan Zuckerman argues for explanations with social mechanisms. Ira Katznelson,
writing on structuralist analyses, Margaret Levi on rational choice theory, and Marc Ross on
culturalist analyses, assess developments in the field's research schools. Subsequent chapters
explore the relationship among the paradigms and current research: the state, culturalist themes
and political economy, the international context of comparative politics, contentious politics,
multi-level analyses, nested voters, endogenous institutions, welfare states, and ethnic politics. The
volume offers a rigorous and exciting assessment of the past decade of scholarship in comparative
politics.

best books political science: 2015 U.S. Higher Education Faculty Awards, Vol. 2 Faculty
Awards, 2022-09-01 Created by professors for professors, the Faculty Awards compendium is the
first and only university awards program in the United States based on faculty peer evaluations. The
Faculty Awards series recognizes and rewards outstanding faculty members at colleges and
universities across the United States.

best books political science: The Canadian Federal Election of 2021 Jon H. Pammett,
Christopher Dornan, 2022-09-15 Media pundits and students of Canadian politics alike have strived
to interpret the relevance of the 2021 federal election, held in the midst of a global pandemic and
reinforcing the existing parliamentary balance of power. This timely volume explains the election's
import, offering an insightful account of Canadian democracy in an age of increasing rancour and
polarization and explaining why the Liberals did not win a majority government. In a unique
collaboration, some of the country’s most distinguished political scientists, pollsters, and journalists
examine the parties, issues, machinery, and media of Canadian electoral politics, teasing out the
complexities and nuances of what was seen to be a premature federal election. The Canadian
Federal Election of 2021 analyzes the campaigns of the major parties and the patterns of voting
behaviour. A special feature of this book is its focus on issues of diversity and difference in the
partisan theatre - the voting patterns of gendered, Indigenous, and newly immigrant Canadians, as
well as the millennial generation. These chapters offer important lessons for the present and for the
election to come. A must-read for students, journalists, those working at affiliated think tanks and
institutes, and engaged citizens, this thoughtful exposé will interest international observers and
anyone following the Canadian political landscape.

best books political science: Debating the Presidency Richard J. Ellis, Michael Nelson,
2019-12-20 The study of the presidency—the power of the office, the evolution of the executive as an
institution, the men who have served—has generated a great body of research and scholarship. What
better way to get students to grapple with the ideas of the literature than through conflicting
perspectives on some of the most pivotal issues facing the modern presidency? Richard Ellis and
Michael Nelson have once again assembled a cadre of top scholars to offer a series of pro/con essays
that will inspire spirited debate beyond the pages of the book. Each essay—written in the form of a
debate resolution— offers a compelling yet concise view on the American executive.

best books political science: Humanities , 1999

best books political science: Kentucky Government, Politics, and Public Policy James C.
Clinger, Michael W. Hail, 2013-11-05 The cornerstone of the American republic is an educated,
active, and engaged citizenry; however, the multifaceted inner workings of government and the



political forces that shape it are incredibly complex. Kentucky Government, Politics, and Public
Policy is the first book in nearly three decades to provide a comprehensive overview of the
commonwealth's major governing and political institutions and the public policy issues that
profoundly affect Kentuckians' daily lives. In this groundbreaking volume, editors James C. Clinger
and Michael W. Hail have assembled respected scholars from across the state to inform citizens
about their governing institutions, the consequences of their policy choices, and the intricacies of
the political process. They provide clear and authoritative information on Kentucky's government
and explain significant trends and patterns, exploring the legacy of the state's political history and
illuminating the contributions of influential Kentucky politicians such as Henry Clay, Abraham
Lincoln, and Jefferson Davis. The contributors also address essential topics such as the structure and
function of the three branches of government, the constitution, and federalism and
intergovernmental relations, as well as administration, budgeting, and finance. They analyze key
issues in education policy, economic and community development, and health care in great detail,
explaining persistently controversial topics such as campaign finance, the cost of elections, ethics,
and the oversight of regulatory agencies. From the executive branch to the legislature, from the
court system to political parties, there is no better primer on government in the commonwealth.

best books political science: The Politics of Health Care Reform James A. Morone, Gary
Stuart Belkin, 1994 This distinguished collection stands out from the recent flurry of books on health
reform by its sustained and sophisticated analysis of the political dimension. In The Politics of Health
Care Reform, some of America's best-known political scientists, historians, and legal scholars make
sense of our most turbulent policy issue. They dig below the jargon and minutiae to explore the
enduring questions of American politics, government reform, and health care. The Politics of Health
Care Reform explains how successful reforms occur in the United States and shows what is unique
about health care issues. Theoretically informed, politically astute, historically nuanced, this volume
takes an inventory of our health policy infrastructure. Here is an account of the institutions, ideas,
and interests that shape health policy in the 1990s: Congress, the federal courts, interest groups,
state governments, the public bureaucracy, business (large and small), the insurance industry, the
medical profession. The volume offers a fresh look at such critical matters as public opinion, the
politics of race and gender, and the lessons we can draw from other nations. The Politics of Health
Care Reform is the definitive collection of political science essays about health care. Expanded from
two special issues of the Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law, the most prominent scholarly
journal in the field it helped create, this collection will enliven the present debate over health reform
and instruct everyone who is concerned about the future of American health care. Contributors.
Lawrence Brown, Robert Evans, William Glaser, Colleen Grogan, Robert Hackey, Lawrence Jacobs,
Nancy Jecker, Taeku Lee, Joan Lehman, David McBride, Ted Marmor, Cathie Jo Martin, James A.
Morone, Mark Peterson, David Rochefort, Rand Rosenblatt, David Rothman, Joan Ruttenberg, Mark
Schlesinger, Theda Skocpol, Michael Sparer, Deborah Stone, Kenneth Thorpe

best books political science: New Directions in Judicial Politics Kevin T. McGuire,
2012-03-15 With its often vague legal concepts and institutions that operate according to unfamiliar
procedures, judicial decision-making is, in many respects, a highly enigmatic process. New
Directions in Judicial Politics seeks to demystify the courts, offering readers the insights of empirical
research to address questions that are of genuine interest to students. In addition to presenting a set
of conclusions about the way in which courts operate, this book also models the craft of political
research, illustrating how one can account for a variety of factors that might affect the courts and
how they operate. The renowned scholars and teachers in this volume invite critical thinking, not
only about the substance of law and courts in America, but also about the ways in which we study
judicial politics.

best books political science: Encyclopedia of Critical Political Science Clyde W. Barrow,
2024-03-14 An indispensable and exemplary reference work, this Encyclopedia adeptly navigates the
multidisciplinary field of critical political science, providing a comprehensive overview of the
methods, approaches, concepts, scholars and journals that have come to influence the disciplineOs



development over the last six decades.
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