
bennington vermont historical society

bennington vermont historical society plays a pivotal role in preserving and promoting the rich heritage

of Bennington and the surrounding region in Vermont. Established to safeguard historical artifacts,

documents, and stories, the society serves as a vital resource for historians, researchers, and

community members interested in the area's past. Through its extensive collections, educational

programs, and community outreach, the Bennington Vermont Historical Society offers insights into the

cultural, social, and economic development of this unique part of New England. This article explores

the history, mission, key programs, and collections of the society, highlighting its contribution to

historical preservation and education. Additionally, practical information on visiting and engaging with

the society will be discussed. The following sections provide a detailed overview of the Bennington

Vermont Historical Society’s activities and significance.
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History and Mission of the Bennington Vermont Historical



Society

The Bennington Vermont Historical Society was founded with the goal of preserving the historical

legacy of Bennington, Vermont, and its surrounding areas. Established in the early 20th century, the

society has grown to become the primary steward for regional history, maintaining archives that date

back several centuries. Its mission centers on collecting, preserving, and interpreting materials related

to the cultural and historical development of Bennington County.

Founding and Development

The origins of the Bennington Vermont Historical Society trace back to local historians and community

leaders who recognized the need to systematically preserve historical records and artifacts. Over the

decades, the society expanded its scope to include diverse collections, encompassing everything from

Native American history to the Revolutionary War and industrial age developments in Vermont.

Core Mission and Vision

The society’s mission emphasizes education, preservation, and community involvement. It aims to

foster a deeper understanding and appreciation of Bennington’s historical heritage through public

programs, exhibitions, and scholarly research. The vision includes being a leading resource for

historical knowledge and cultural enrichment in Vermont.

Collections and Exhibits

The Bennington Vermont Historical Society maintains a broad and diverse range of collections that

document the area’s past. These collections include artifacts, photographs, manuscripts, maps, and

rare books that collectively tell the story of Bennington’s evolution.



Permanent Exhibits

The society’s museum features permanent exhibits that showcase key aspects of Bennington’s history.

Notable displays include Revolutionary War memorabilia, early settler artifacts, and industrial-era tools

and machinery. These exhibits provide visitors with tangible connections to the past.

Archival Holdings

In addition to physical artifacts, the society holds extensive archival materials such as personal letters,

diaries, town records, and newspapers. These documents are invaluable for genealogical research and

historical scholarship, offering insights into daily life and major events in Bennington’s history.

Special Collections

Special collections focus on unique themes or periods, such as Native American heritage, early

American art, and the history of local industries. These focused collections allow for in-depth study and

specialized exhibitions that highlight lesser-known aspects of the region’s heritage.

Educational Programs and Community Engagement

The Bennington Vermont Historical Society actively promotes historical education through a variety of

programs designed for all age groups. These initiatives aim to engage the community and foster a

lifelong interest in history and preservation.

Workshops and Lectures

The society regularly hosts workshops and lectures featuring historians, authors, and experts on topics

related to Vermont’s history. These events provide educational opportunities and encourage dialogue

about historical interpretation and preservation challenges.



School Outreach Programs

Educational outreach to local schools is a key component of the society’s mission. Tailored programs

and field trips help students connect with their local history in meaningful ways, enhancing their

understanding of historical context and civic identity.

Community Events and Exhibitions

Throughout the year, the society organizes community events such as historical reenactments,

heritage festivals, and temporary exhibitions. These events foster community pride and participation,

making history accessible and engaging for all residents.

Visiting the Bennington Vermont Historical Society

The Bennington Vermont Historical Society welcomes visitors interested in exploring Vermont’s

heritage. The physical location includes museum galleries, research facilities, and a gift shop offering

historical publications and memorabilia.

Location and Hours

Located in downtown Bennington, the society is accessible to local residents and tourists alike.

Regular visiting hours are scheduled throughout the week with special hours during holidays or for

group tours. Visitors are encouraged to check in advance for any changes in schedule.

Research Services

The society offers research assistance for individuals conducting genealogical or historical inquiries.

Staff members provide guidance on accessing archival materials and using the society’s resources

effectively.



Visitor Guidelines

To ensure the preservation of delicate artifacts and documents, the society maintains guidelines for

visitors including restrictions on photography, food, and handling of materials. These policies help

protect the collections for future generations.

Membership and Support Opportunities

The Bennington Vermont Historical Society relies on the support of members, donors, and volunteers

to continue its preservation and educational efforts. Membership offers benefits such as newsletters,

event invitations, and discounts in the gift shop.

Membership Levels

The society offers a variety of membership tiers designed to accommodate individual, family, and

corporate supporters. Each level includes specific perks and opportunities to engage with the society’s

activities.

Volunteer Programs

Volunteers play a crucial role in the society’s operations, from assisting with events to cataloging

collections. Volunteer opportunities provide meaningful ways for community members to contribute to

historical preservation.

Donations and Fundraising

Financial contributions are essential for maintaining and expanding the society’s programs and

facilities. Annual fundraising campaigns, grant applications, and special events help secure necessary

funding for ongoing projects.



Preservation of Bennington’s historical artifacts and documents

Educational outreach to schools and community groups

Public exhibits and special events to engage diverse audiences

Research support for historians and genealogists

Volunteer and membership opportunities for community involvement

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Bennington Vermont Historical Society?

The Bennington Vermont Historical Society is an organization dedicated to preserving and sharing the

history and heritage of Bennington and the surrounding areas in Vermont.

Where is the Bennington Vermont Historical Society located?

The Bennington Vermont Historical Society is located in Bennington, Vermont, typically housed in the

Bennington Museum or nearby historic buildings.

What kind of collections does the Bennington Vermont Historical

Society have?

The society's collections include artifacts, documents, photographs, and archives that reflect the

cultural, social, and industrial history of Bennington and southwestern Vermont.



Does the Bennington Vermont Historical Society offer educational

programs?

Yes, the society offers various educational programs, workshops, lectures, and tours designed to

engage the community and visitors with local history.

Can I visit the Bennington Vermont Historical Society museum?

Yes, the Bennington Vermont Historical Society often operates a museum or partners with the

Bennington Museum, which is open to the public for visits and exhibits.

How can I become a member of the Bennington Vermont Historical

Society?

You can become a member by visiting their official website or contacting them directly, where you can

find membership options and benefits to support their mission.

Does the Bennington Vermont Historical Society host special events?

Yes, the society regularly hosts special events such as historical reenactments, exhibit openings,

community gatherings, and heritage celebrations.

Are there volunteer opportunities at the Bennington Vermont Historical

Society?

The society often welcomes volunteers to help with research, event planning, archiving, and

educational outreach programs.

How does the Bennington Vermont Historical Society contribute to the

local community?

The society preserves local history, educates the public, promotes cultural heritage tourism, and



supports community identity through its programs and resources.

Additional Resources

1. Bennington Through the Ages: A Historical Overview

This book provides a comprehensive history of Bennington, Vermont, from its founding in the 18th

century to modern times. It explores the town’s role in the Revolutionary War, its industrial

development, and the preservation of its rich cultural heritage. With photographs and maps, readers

gain a vivid sense of Bennington’s evolution.

2. Revolutionary Bennington: The Battle That Changed Vermont

Focusing on the pivotal Battle of Bennington in 1777, this book delves into the military strategies, key

figures, and local impact of the conflict. It highlights how this battle influenced the outcome of the

American Revolutionary War and shaped the identity of Bennington. Detailed accounts from diaries

and letters enrich the narrative.

3. The Bennington Banner: A Chronicle of Local News and History

This compilation showcases significant articles, editorials, and photographs from the Bennington

Banner, the town’s historic newspaper. It serves as a window into the daily lives, challenges, and

triumphs of Bennington residents over the past century. The book is an invaluable resource for

understanding local perspectives on major events.

4. Historic Homes of Bennington: Architecture and Legacy

Highlighting the architectural styles and stories behind Bennington’s oldest homes, this book offers a

tour through the town’s residential history. Each chapter details the owners, construction, and

preservation efforts of these historic buildings. Readers learn how these homes reflect broader social

and economic trends in Vermont.

5. Bennington’s Industrial Roots: From Mills to Manufacturing

This volume explores the development of Bennington’s industrial sector, including its mills, factories,

and artisan workshops. It covers the technological advancements and labor movements that shaped



the town’s economy. Archival photographs and factory records provide insight into the lives of

Bennington’s working-class communities.

6. Preserving Bennington: The Story of the Historical Society

Detailing the founding and growth of the Bennington Historical Society, this book highlights the

organization’s efforts to preserve local heritage. It discusses key preservation projects, museum

exhibits, and community outreach initiatives. The narrative emphasizes the importance of historical

consciousness in maintaining Bennington’s unique character.

7. Bennington’s People: Biographies of Influential Residents

This collection of biographies profiles notable individuals who have shaped Bennington’s history,

including politicians, artists, entrepreneurs, and activists. Each story provides context on how these

figures contributed to the community’s development and culture. The book offers a personal

perspective on the town’s past.

8. Bennington’s Cultural Tapestry: Traditions and Celebrations

Focusing on the cultural heritage of Bennington, this book explores local festivals, folk traditions, and

artistic expressions. It documents how immigrant communities and native Vermonters have influenced

the town’s cultural landscape. Richly illustrated, the book celebrates the diversity and creativity of

Bennington’s residents.

9. The Green Mountain Legacy: Bennington in Vermont’s History

Placing Bennington within the broader context of Vermont’s history, this book examines its political,

social, and environmental contributions to the state. It discusses landmark events, natural resources,

and regional collaborations that have defined Bennington’s role. The work provides a holistic

understanding of the town’s significance in the Green Mountain State.
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adventures of Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain Boys. Bennington carries the story of this
community forward into the twentieth century. It pictures the town's development as a producer of
textiles, paper, and a wide array of goods, including the town's famous pottery. At the same time, the
area has remained a picturesque region that attracts artists, poets, and summer visitors. Bennington
explores the scenic town with more than two hundred vintage photographs from the Bennington
Museum and private collections, many of which have never before been published. The area's
growth and diversity are evident in views of the changing architecture, transportation, and
recreational activities. Victorian estates of industrialists offset the row houses of the mid-1800s mill
workers. The family horse is replaced by the trolley and then by the motor car, such as the Martin
Wasp. Bennington tells a story that reveals the rich character of this historic Vermont town.
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2017-10-21 Excerpt from The Battle of Bennington: An Address Before the Vermont Historical
Society The attempt of Hon. 8. D. Locke in the April, 1892, number of the National Magazine of
American His tory, to change the long established and accepted facts connected with the Battle of
Bennington, is a marked specimen of perseverance in the perversion of history. That those
unacquainted with all the facts, who may not have easy access to the history made and noted at the
time, or shortly after its happening, may fully under stand it, a review of the article at some length
may not be inappropriate. While sometimes it may appear to the conservative mind to be too
aggressive, considering the long quiet which has reigned between the Grants and the Yorkers, the
excuse is, that the provocation has been given and can only be fairly met by considering some
things, that by common consent have for many years been left to rest, and it has been hoped might
remain forever in repose. And, though matters may be treated which had better not be, except for
the challenge offered and in the interest of a proper understanding of all the facts in their several
bearings, still will it be in a spirit of fairness, and with a desire to allay rather than to foster division
and prejudice. The endeavor will be before closing, to leave nothing about the story of the battle, but
truth relieved of theory and imagination. The paper begins with stating, that, much that has been
written as history, even by our best equipped writers, is confused with error or quite false. And, as
illustrating his meaning by conspicuous examples. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is
a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to
digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present
in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page,
may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections
successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such
historical works.
  bennington vermont historical society: The Bennington Battle Monument and Centennial
Celebration Bennington Historical Society (Bennington, Vt.), Hiland Hall, 1877
  bennington vermont historical society: Proceedings of the Vermont Historical Society
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Vermont Historical Society, 1901
  bennington vermont historical society: Annual Report of the American Historical Association
American Historical Association, 1907
  bennington vermont historical society: Annual Report of the American Historical Association
, 1893
  bennington vermont historical society: Proceedings of the Vermont Historical Society ,
1901
  bennington vermont historical society: The Ninth Vermont Infantry Paul G. Zeller,
2022-04-08 This work follows the Ninth Vermont from the horrors of its first combat and humiliating
capture at Harpers Ferry in September 1862 to its triumphal march into Richmond in April 1865.
Through diaries and letters written by members of the unit, one relives the riveting day-by-day
account of the men in battle, on the march, and in camp. With seldom seen photographs of many of
the regiment's members, detailed maps, and a complete regimental roster, this book tells a
compelling story.
  bennington vermont historical society: The Historical Magazine John Ward Dean, George
Folsom, John Gilmary Shea, Henry Reed Stiles, Henry Barton Dawson, 1862
  bennington vermont historical society: Senate documents , 1893
  bennington vermont historical society: House documents , 1896
  bennington vermont historical society: A Bibliographical Description of Books and Pamphlets
of American Verse Printed from 1610 Through 1820 Roger Eliot Stoddard, David Rhodes Whitesell,
2012 A bibliography of poetry composed in what is now the United States of America and printed in
the form of books or pamphlets before 1821--Provided by publisher.
  bennington vermont historical society: Heads of Families at the First Census of the
United States Taken in the Year 1790, South Carolina United States. Bureau of the Census,
1908
  bennington vermont historical society: Who's who in Finance, Banking and Insurance
John W. Leonard, 1926
  bennington vermont historical society: Vermont: A History Charles T. Morrissey,
1984-12-17 For many Americans, Vermont still seems what the United States at least in myth once
was--a bucolic landscape of wooded hills, neat farms, and handsome villages--before modern forces
transformed our agrarian nation into an urban-industrial giant. Vermonters have long been
respected as sturdy Americans who prize hard work, honest dealing, town-meeting government, and
dry humor. Their way of life, along with the beauty of their Green Mountains and quiet valleys,
remains immensely attractive to natives and newcomers who seek beauty and the satisfaction of
self-sufficiency in a natural environment where rocky soil and a varied climate have always
compelled respect.
  bennington vermont historical society: Windsor-chair Making in America Nancy Goyne
Evans, 2006 The definitive work on the production of Windsor furniture, from one of America's
premier authorities.
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