BEST BUDDIES LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 2024

BEST BUDDIES LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 2024 IS SET TO BE ONE OF THE MOST IMPACTFUL EVENTS OF THE YEAR FOR INDIVIDUALS
COMMITTED TO FOSTERING INCLUSION, LEADERSHIP, AND ADVOCACY FOR PEOPLE WITH INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL
DISABILITIES. THIS ANNUAL GATHERING BRINGS TOGETHER STUDENTS, PROFESSIONALS, AND COMMUNITY LEADERS TO ENGAGE IN
TRANSFORMATIVE WORKSHOPS, NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES, AND MOTIVATIONAL SESSIONS AIMED AT CULTIVATING
LEADERSHIP SKILLS AND PROMOTING THE MISSION OF BEST BUDDIES INTERNATIONAL. THE CONFERENCE OFFERS A UNIQUE
PLATFORM FOR PARTICIPANTS TO LEARN BEST PRACTICES, SHARE EXPERIENCES, AND COLLABORATE ON INITIATIVES THAT
SUPPORT INCLUSION IN SCHOOLS, WORKPLACES, AND COMMUNITIES. ATTENDEES CAN EXPECT A DYNAMIC LINEUP OF SPEAKERS,
INTERACTIVE ACTIVITIES, AND OPPORTUNITIES TO CONNECT WITH LIKE-MINDED ADVOCATES. THIS ARTICLE PROVIDES AN IN-
DEPTH OVERVIEW OF THE BEST BUDDIES LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 2024, COVERING ESSENTIAL DETAILS SUCH AS THE EVENT'S
PURPOSE, AGENDA, KEY SPEAKERS, REGISTRATION PROCESS, AND THE BENEFITS OF PARTICIPATION. EXPLORE THE FOLLOWING
SECTIONS TO GAIN COMPREHENSIVE INSIGHTS INTO WHAT MAKES THIS CONFERENCE A CORNERSTONE EVENT FOR INCLUSION
LEADERS EVERY \WHERE.

o OVERVIEW OF BEST BupDIES LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 2024

EVENT AGENDA AND KEY ACTIVITIES

FEATURED SPEAKERS AND \W ORKSHOPS

® REGISTRATION AND PARTICIPATION DETAILS

o BENEFITS OF ATTENDING THE CONFERENCE

IMPACT AND FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES

OvVEerVIEW OF BesT Buppies LeEADERSHIP ConFEReNCE 2024

THe BesT Buppies LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 2024 IS AN ANNUAL EVENT DESIGNED TO EMPOWER LEADERS FROM DIVERSE
BACKGROUNDS WHO ARE PASSIONATE ABOUT PROMOTING INCLUSION FOR PEOPLE WITH INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL
DISABILITIES (IDD). THIS CONFERENCE SERVES AS THE FLAGSHIP GATHERING FOR BEST BUDDIES INTERNATIONAL, A NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION DEDICATED TO CREATING OPPORTUNITIES FOR ONE-TO-ONE FRIENDSHIPS, INTEGRATED EMPLOYMENT, LEADERSHIP
DEVELOPMENT, AND INCLUSIVE LIVING FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH IDD. SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE IN A MAJOR U.S. CITY, THE
2024 CONFERENCE IS EXPECTED TO ATTRACT HUNDREDS OF PARTICIPANTS, INCLUDING STUDENTS, EDUCATORS, CORPORATE
PARTNERS, AND COMMUNITY ADVOCATES. THROUGH ENGAGING SESSIONS AND NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES, ATTENDEES WILL
DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF LEADERSHIP PRINCIPLES AND STRATEGIES TO FOSTER INCLUSIVE ENVIRONMENTS BOTH LOCALLY
AND NATIONALLY.

MissioN AND GOALS

THE PRIMARY MISSION OF THE BEST BUDDIES LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 2024 IS TO CULTIVATE A NEW GENERATION OF LEADERS
WHO WILL CHAMPION INCLUSION AND EQUALITY FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES. THE CONFERENCE AIMS TO:

e EDUCATE PARTICIPANTS ON EFFECTIVE LEADERSHIP AND ADVOCACY TECHNIQUES
e BUILD A SUPPORTIVE COMMUNITY OF INCLUSION ADVOCATES
® HIGHLIGHT BEST PRACTICES IN INCLUSIVE EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT

® ENCOURAGE COLLABORATION AMONG STAKEHOLDERS TO EXPAND THE BEST BUDDIES MISSION



\WHo SHouULD ATTEND?

THE CONFERENCE IS IDEAL FOR STUDENTS INVOLVED WITH BEST BUDDIES CHAPTERS, EDUCATORS, CORPORATE DIVERSITY
OFFICERS, NONPROFIT LEADERS, AND ANYONE INTERESTED IN ADVANCING INCLUSION EFFORTS. |T WELCOMES ATTENDEES FROM
ACROSS THE COUNTRY AND INTERNATIONALLY, PROVIDING A DIVERSE AND INCLUSIVE SETTING FOR LEARNING AND NET \WORKING.

EVENT AGENDA AND KEY ACTIVITIES

THE AGENDA FOR THE BEST BuUDDIES LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 2024 IS CAREFULLY STRUCTURED TO BALANCE EDUCATIONAL
SESSIONS, INTERACTIVE WORKSHOPS, AND SOCIAL EVENTS. THE CONFERENCE TYPICALLY SPANS THREE DAYS, WITH EACH DAY
FOCUSED ON SPECIFIC THEMES RELATED TO LEADERSHIP AND INCLUSION.

DAY 1: OPENING AND INSPIRATION

THE CONFERENCE BEGINS WITH A WELCOME ADDRESS AND KEYNOTE SPEECHES FROM INFLUENTIAL LEADERS IN THE DISABILITY
ADVOCACY AND NONPROFIT SECTORS. THIS DAY SETS THE TONE BY INSPIRING ATTENDEES WITH STORIES OF SUCCESS AND
CHALLENGES OVERCOME BY PEOPLE WITH IDD.

DAY 2: W ORKkSHOPS AND SKILL BUILDING

THE SECOND DAY EMPHASIZES SKILL DEVELOPMENT THROUGH BREAKOUT SESSIONS AND WORKSHOPS. T OPICS INCLUDE
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT, ADVOCACY STRATEGIES, INCLUSIVE EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES, AND HOW TO BUILD EFFECTIVE BesT
BUDDIES CHAPTERS IN SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES. ATTENDEES CAN CHOOSE SESSIONS BASED ON THEIR INTERESTS AND ROLES.

DAY 3: NETWORKING AND ACTION PLANNING

THE FINAL DAY FOCUSES ON NETWORKING, COLLABORATION, AND CREATING ACTIONABLE PLANS FOR PARTICIPANTS TO
IMPLEMENT UPON RETURNING TO THEIR COMMUNITIES. THIS INCLUDES PANEL DISCUSSIONS, ROUNDTABLE MEETINGS, AND A
CLOSING CEREMONY CELEBRATING COLLECTIVE ACHIEVEMENTS AND FUTURE GOALS.

FEATURED SPEAKERS AND \W ORKSHOPS

THe BesT BuppIes LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 2024 FEATURES A LINEUP OF DISTINGUISHED SPEAKERS AND FACILITATORS WHO
BRING EXPERTISE IN LEADERSHIP, INCLUSION, EDUCATION, AND CORPORATE DIVERSITY. THESE INDIVIDUALS INSPIRE ATTENDEES
WITH THEIR EXPERIENCES AND PROVIDE PRACTICAL TOOLS FOR EFFECTING CHANGE.

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

PAST CONFERENCES HAVE INCLUDED NOTABLE FIGURES SUCH AS DISABILITY RIGHTS ACTIVISTS, CORPORATE EXECUTIVES
COMMITTED TO DIVERSITY, AND INDIVIDUALS WITH INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES WHO HAVE BECOME
LEADERS IN THEIR COMMUNITIES. THE 2024 EVENT PROMISES TO CONTINUE THIS TRADITION WITH IMPACTFUL KEYNOTE
PRESENTATIONS THAT MOTIVATE AND EDUCATE.



\X/ orkSHOP T OPICS

INCLUSIVE LEADERSHIP AND ADVOCACY TECHNIQUES

BUILDING SuccessruL BesT Bubbies CHAPTERS

o STRATEGIES FOR INCLUSIVE EMPLOYMENT

ErrecTIVE COMMUNICATION AND PUBLIC SPEAKING

® | EVERAGING TECHNOLOGY FOR INCLUSION

o FUNDRAISING AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

REGISTRATION AND PARTICIPATION DETAILS

REGISTRATION FOR THE BEST BUDDIES LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 2024 IS OPEN TO INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS WHO MEET THE
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA, INCLUDING BEST BUDDIES CHAPTER MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS COMMITTED TO THE MISSION OF INCLUSION.
EARLY REGISTRATION IS ENCOURAGED DUE TO LIMITED AVAILABILITY AND HIGH DEMAND.

How To ReGISTER

PARTICIPANTS CAN REGISTER THROUGH THE OFFICIAL BEST BUDDIES PLATFORM, WHERE THEY WILL PROVIDE NECESSARY
INFORMATION SUCH AS AFFILIATION, ROLE, AND SESSION PREFERENCES. GROUP REGISTRATIONS ARE AVAILABLE FOR SCHOOLS
AND ORGANIZATIONS SENDING MULTIPLE AT TENDEES.

CosTS AND SCHOLARSHIPS

\W/HILE THERE IS A REGISTRATION FEE TO COVER CONFERENCE MATERIALS, MEALS, AND SESSIONS, BesT BUDDIES INTERNATIONAL
OFTEN OFFERS SCHOLARSHIPS AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO ENSURE ACCESSIBILITY FOR ALL INTERESTED PARTICIPANTS.
DETAILS ON COSTS AND SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS ARE TYPICALLY PROVIDED DURING THE REGISTRATION PROCESS.

BeENEFITS OF ATTENDING THE CONFERENCE

ATTENDING THE BEST BubbIES LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 2024 OFFERS NUMEROUS BENEFITS FOR INDIVIDUALS AND
ORGANIZATIONS DEDICATED TO INCLUSION AND LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT. THE CONFERENCE IS DESIGNED TO EQUIP ATTENDEES
WITH THE KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS, AND NETWORKS NECESSARY TO DRIVE MEANINGFUL CHANGE.

PROFESSIONAL AND PERSONAL GROWTH

THE CONFERENCE PROVIDES A PLATFORM FOR ATTENDEES TO ENHANCE LEADERSHIP CAPABILITIES, LEARN ADVOCACY STRATEGIES,
AND GAIN CONFIDENCE IN THEIR ROLES AS INCLUSION CHAMPIONS. EXPOSURE TO DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES ENRICHES PERSONAL
DEVELOPMENT AND BROADENS UNDERSTANDING OF DISABILITY RIGHTS AND INCLUSION.

NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES

PARTICIPANTS CONNECT WITH PEERS, MENTORS, AND EXPERTS FROM VARIOUS SECTORS, CREATING LASTING RELATIONSHIPS



THAT SUPPORT COLLABORATION AND RESOURCE SHARING. T HESE CONNECTIONS OFTEN LEAD TO PARTNERSHIPS THAT
STRENGTHEN BEST BUDDIES CHAPTERS AND INCLUSION INITIATIVES NATIONW IDE.

ACCESS TO RESOURCES

THE EVENT OFFERS ACCESS TO EXCLUSIVE MATERIALS, TOOLKITS, AND BEST PRACTICE GUIDES THAT HELP ATTENDEES
IMPLEMENT EFFECTIVE PROGRAMS AND INITIATIVES IN THEIR OWN COMMUNITIES. THESE RESOURCES ARE INVALUABLE FOR
SUSTAINING MOMENTUM AFTER THE CONFERENCE CONCLUDES.

IMPACT AND FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES

THe BesT Bupbies LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 2024 NOT ONLY FOSTERS IMMEDIATE LEARNING AND COLLABORATION BUT ALSO
CONTRIBUTES TO LONG-TERM IMPACT IN THE DISABILITY ADVOCACY LANDSCAPE. GRADUATES OF THE CONFERENCE OFTEN
BECOME INFLUENTIAL LEADERS WHO DRIVE SYSTEMIC CHANGE IN EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT, AND SOCIAL INCLUSION.

COMMUNITY BUILDING AND INCLUSION

BY BRINGING TOGETHER A DIVERSE AND PASSIONATE GROUP OF ADVOCATES, THE CONFERENCE STRENGTHENS THE FABRIC OF THE
INCLUSION COMMUNITY. THIS COLLECTIVE EFFORT HELPS INCREASE AW ARENESS, REDUCE STIGMA, AND PROMOTE POLICIES THAT
SUPPORT PEOPLE WITH INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES.

ONGOING ENGAGEMENT

MANY PARTICIPANTS CONTINUE THEIR INVOLVEMENT WITH BEST BUDDIES THROUGH LEADERSHIP ROLES, VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES, AND PARTICIPATION IN FOLLOW-UP EVENTS. THE CONFERENCE SERVES AS A CATALYST FOR ONGOING
ENGAGEMENT AND ACTIVISM, EMPOWERING ATTENDEES TO BE PROACTIVE AGENTS OF CHANGE.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT Is THE BesT BuDpDIES LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 2024?

THe BesT Bupbies LeADERSHIP CONFERENCE 2024 IS AN ANNUAL EVENT THAT BRINGS TOGETHER STUDENTS, EDUCATORS, AND
LEADERS TO PROMOTE INCLUSION AND LEADERSHIP SKILLS WITHIN THE BEST BUDDIES COMMUNITY, FOCUSING ON EMPOWERING
INDIVIDUALS WITH INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES.

\¥/HEN AND WHERE WILL THE BEST BuUDDIES LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 2024 TAKE
PLACE?

THe BEsT BuppIes LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 2024 IS SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE IN [INSERT LOCATION] ON [INSERT DATES].
PLEASE CHECK THE OFFICIAL BEST BUDDIES WERSITE FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.

\W/HO CAN ATTEND THE BesT BuDDIES LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 20247

THE CONFERENCE IS OPEN TO BEST BUDDIES PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS, STUDENT LEADERS, EDUCATORS, AND SUPPORTERS WHO
ARE INVOLVED IN PROMOTING INCLUSION AND LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THEIR COMMUNITIES.



\WHAT ARE THE MAIN GOALS OF THE BEST BuUDDIES LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 2024°

THE MAIN GOALS INCLUDE FOSTERING LEADERSHIP SKILLS, ENCOURAGING PEER FRIENDSHIPS, PROMOTING INCLUSION OF
INDIVIDUALS WITH INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, AND SHARING BEST PRACTICES FOR RUNNING SUCCESSFUL
BesT BUDDIES PROGRAMS.

How cAN | REGISTER FOR THE BEST BUDDIES LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 2024°

REGISTRATION DETAILS AND DEADLINES ARE TYPICALLY AVAILABLE ON THE OFFICIAL BEST BUDDIES WEBSITE. INTERESTED
PARTICIPANTS SHOULD CHECK THE SITE REGULARLY AND COMPLETE THE ONLINE REGISTRATION FORM BEFORE THE DEADLINE.

\WHAT TYPES OF ACTIVITIES AND SESSIONS ARE FEATURED AT THE BEST BUDDIES
LeADErRSHIP CoNFERENCE 2024°

THE CONFERENCE FEATURES \WORKSHOPS, KEYNOTE SPEAKERS, NET\WORKING OPPORTUNITIES, TEAM-BUILDING ACTIVITIES, AND
BREAKOUT SESSIONS FOCUSED ON LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT, INCLUSION STRATEGIES, ADVOCACY, AND COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. LEADING wiTH HEART: THE BeST Buppies [LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE GUIDE

THIS BOOK OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE BEST BUDDIES LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 2024, FOCUSING ON
CULTIVATING EMPATHY, INCLUSIVITY, AND LEADERSHIP SKILLS AMONG YOUNG LEADERS. |T PROVIDES PRACTICAL STRATEGIES
AND INSPIRING STORIES TO HELP PARTICIPANTS MAKE A MEANINGFUL IMPACT IN THEIR COMMUNITIES. READERS WILL FIND TOOLS
TO FOSTER GENUINE CONNECTIONS AND PROMOTE THE MISSION OF BEST BUDDIES.

2. EMpowERING CHANGE: [LEADERSHIP LESSONS FROM BEST Buppies 2024

EMPOWERING CHANGE DELVES INTO THE CORE PRINCIPLES EMPHASIZED DURING THE 2024 CONFERENCE, HIGHLIGHTING HOW
LEADERSHIP CAN BE A FORCE FOR SOCIAL INCLUSION. THROUGH REAL-LIFE EXAMPLES AND EXPERT INSIGHTS, THIS BOOK
ENCOURAGES READERS TO EMBRACE DIVERSITY AND ADVOCATE FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL
DISABILITIES. |T IS AN ESSENTIAL READ FOR EMERGING LEADERS PASSIONATE ABOUT MAKING A DIFFERENCE.

3. BesT Buppies LEADERSHIP: BUILDING BRIDGES THROUGH INCLUSION

THIS TITLE EXPLORES THE THEME OF INCLUSION AS PRESENTED AT THE BEST BuDDIES LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 2024. |T
SHARES ACTIONABLE IDEAS AND SUCCESS STORIES FROM ATTENDEES WHO HAVE HELPED BUILD STRONGER, MORE INCLUSIVE
COMMUNITIES. THE BOOK INSPIRES READERS TO TAKE INITIATIVE AND CREATE ENVIRONMENTS WHERE EVERYONE FEELS VALUED
AND EMPOWERED.

4. THE LEADER’S JOURNEY: INSIGHTS FROM BEST Buppies 2024

THE LEADER’S JOURNEY OFFERS A REFLECTIVE LOOK AT PERSONAL GROWTH AND LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT EXPERIENCED BY
PARTICIPANTS OF THE 2024 CONFERENCE. T COMBINES MOTIVATIONAL NARRATIVES WITH PRACTICAL ADVICE ON OVERCOMING
CHALLENGES AND LEADING WITH INTEGRITY. READERS WILL GAIN A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF HOW TO LEAD WITH PURPOSE AND
COMPASSION.

5. TRANSFORMATIVE LEADERSHIP: BEST BUDDIES CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS

THIS BOOK COMPILES THE KEY HIGHLIGHTS AND TRANSFORMATIVE MOMENTS FROM THE BEST BUDDIES LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
2024. |T EMPHASIZES INNOVATIVE LEADERSHIP APPROACHES THAT FOSTER COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND SOCIAL CHANGE. THE
BOOK SERVES AS BOTH A RECAP AND AN INSPIRATION FOR THOSE COMMITTED TO ADVANCING BEST BUDDIES® MISSION.

6. VoICES oF LEADERSHIP: STORIES FROM BEST BUppiEs 2024

VOICES OF LEADERSHIP SHARES POWERFUL TESTIMONIALS AND EXPERIENCES FROM CONFERENCE ATTENDEES, SHOWCASING
DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES ON LEADERSHIP AND INCLUSION. THE NARRATIVES ILLUSTRATE HOW INDIVIDUALS HAVE BEEN EMPOWERED
TO CHAMPION ACCEPTANCE WITHIN THEIR SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES. THIS COLLECTION MOTIVATES READERS TO FIND THEIR
OWN LEADERSHIP VOICE.

7. INCLUSIVE LEADERSHIP IN ACTION: BEST Buppies 2024 EpiTion



FOCUSED ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF LEADERSHIP SKILLS, THIS BOOK PROVIDES TOOLS AND FRAMEWORKS INTRODUCED
AT THe BesT BuppiEs LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 2024. |T GUIDES READERS THROUGH SETTING GOALS, BUILDING TEAMS, AND
CREATING INCLUSIVE PROGRAMS THAT ALIGN WITH BEST BUDDIES’ VALUES. THE BOOK IS A HANDS-ON RESOURCE FOR CURRENT
AND FUTURE LEADERS.

8. CHAMPIONING FRIENDSHIP: EADERSHIP L ESSONS FROM BEST BUDDIES

CHAMPIONING FRIENDSHIP HIGHLIGHTS THE UNIQUE ROLE OF FRIENDSHIP IN LEADERSHIP AS EMPHASIZED AT THE 2024 CONFERENCE.
[T EXPLORES HOW FORMING AUTHENTIC RELATIONSHIPS CAN DRIVE SOCIAL CHANGE AND FOSTER INCLUSIVE ENVIRONMENTS.
READERS WILL LEARN TO LEAD WITH KINDNESS AND BUILD SUPPORTIVE COMMUNITIES THROUGH GENUINE CONNECTIONS.

Q. THE FUTURE oF LEADERSHIP: BEST BuppIES CONFERENCE 2024 PERSPECTIVES

THIS FORW ARD-LOOKING BOOK DISCUSSES EMERGING TRENDS AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS IN LEADERSHIP INSPIRED BY THE BEST
Buppies LeaDERSHIP CONFERENCE 2024. |T ENCOURAGES YOUNG LEADERS TO INNOVATE AND ADAPT WHILE MAINTAINING A
COMMITMENT TO INCLUSIVITY AND EMPOWERMENT. THE BOOK IS DESIGNED TO INSPIRE ONGOING GROWTH AND IMPACT BEYOND
THE CONFERENCE.
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