
best science history books
best science history books offer an insightful journey into the evolution of
scientific thought and discovery throughout human history. These books
provide an in-depth exploration of the milestones that have shaped the
scientific landscape, from ancient civilizations to modern breakthroughs. By
examining the lives of pioneering scientists, groundbreaking experiments, and
pivotal theories, readers gain a comprehensive understanding of how science
has influenced society and culture. This article highlights some of the most
acclaimed best science history books, showcasing their unique perspectives
and contributions to the field. Whether for academic study or personal
interest, these works serve as essential resources for anyone eager to delve
into the fascinating narrative of science. Below is a detailed guide to the
most influential and informative books that chronicle the history of science.

Overview of Influential Science History Books

Biographies of Pioneering Scientists

Comprehensive Histories of Scientific Discoveries

Books on the Evolution of Scientific Ideas

Recommended Reading List for Enthusiasts

Overview of Influential Science History Books
The best science history books provide a broad spectrum of knowledge covering
various scientific disciplines and their historical contexts. These books
analyze the progression of scientific knowledge and the societal factors that
influenced its development. They often combine narrative storytelling with
rigorous historical research, making complex topics accessible to both
scholars and general readers.

Many influential science history books explore the relationship between
science and culture, highlighting how scientific advancements have shaped and
been shaped by social, political, and philosophical movements. These texts
also emphasize the interconnectedness of different scientific fields,
illustrating how discoveries in one area often lead to breakthroughs in
others.

Biographies of Pioneering Scientists
Biographies within the realm of science history provide detailed insights



into the lives, challenges, and achievements of the individuals who
revolutionized our understanding of the natural world. These books not only
celebrate their scientific contributions but also explore their personal
journeys, motivations, and the historical context in which they worked.

Isaac Newton and the Foundations of Modern Physics
Books focusing on Isaac Newton delve into his groundbreaking work in physics
and mathematics, including his laws of motion and universal gravitation. Such
biographies explore Newton’s influence on the scientific revolution and the
establishment of classical mechanics as a cornerstone of modern science.

Marie Curie and the Discovery of Radioactivity
Biographical works on Marie Curie highlight her pioneering research in
radioactivity, a field she helped to establish. These books discuss her
scientific achievements, her perseverance in a male-dominated field, and the
lasting impact of her discoveries on medicine and physics.

Charles Darwin and the Theory of Evolution
Darwin’s biographies examine his formative years, the voyage of the Beagle,
and the development and reception of the theory of natural selection. These
narratives provide context for the profound scientific and societal
implications of evolutionary biology.

Comprehensive Histories of Scientific
Discoveries
Comprehensive histories document the chronological development of scientific
knowledge across various disciplines, offering a panoramic view of humanity’s
quest to understand nature. These works often integrate contributions from
multiple cultures and eras, revealing the global nature of scientific
progress.

The Scientific Revolution
This subtopic covers books that describe the period of rapid scientific
advancement during the 16th and 17th centuries. Key figures such as Galileo,
Kepler, and Copernicus are featured, alongside discussions of how their
discoveries challenged prevailing worldviews and laid the groundwork for
modern science.



The Rise of Modern Chemistry
Books focusing on the history of chemistry trace the transformation from
alchemy to a systematic scientific discipline. They highlight the
contributions of scientists like Antoine Lavoisier, who is often called the
father of modern chemistry, and describe the development of the periodic
table and atomic theory.

The Development of Physics in the 20th Century
This section includes works that chronicle the revolutionary changes in
physics brought about by quantum mechanics and relativity. The histories
explore the contributions of scientists such as Albert Einstein, Niels Bohr,
and Richard Feynman, emphasizing how their theories reshaped our
understanding of matter and energy.

Books on the Evolution of Scientific Ideas
These books focus on the conceptual and philosophical evolution of scientific
thought, exploring how ideas have developed, been challenged, and refined
over time. They often address the interplay between science and philosophy,
as well as the methodological frameworks that have guided scientific inquiry.

The Philosophy of Science
Works in this category examine the principles underlying scientific
investigation and knowledge acquisition. They discuss topics such as the
scientific method, falsifiability, and paradigm shifts, drawing on the
writings of philosophers like Karl Popper and Thomas Kuhn.

Science and Society
Books covering the relationship between science and society analyze how
social, political, and economic factors influence scientific research and its
applications. They explore ethical considerations, public perceptions of
science, and the role of science in policy-making.

Scientific Paradigm Shifts
This subtopic explores the landmark changes in scientific thinking that have
redefined entire fields. Examples include the Copernican Revolution,
Darwinian evolution, and the advent of quantum mechanics. These books
illuminate how new ideas overcome established doctrines and transform
scientific understanding.



Recommended Reading List for Enthusiasts
The following list includes some of the best science history books recognized
for their scholarly rigor and engaging narratives. These selections are ideal
for readers seeking to deepen their knowledge of science history.

"The Structure of Scientific Revolutions" by Thomas S. Kuhn – A seminal
work on paradigm shifts and the philosophy of science.

"The Double Helix" by James D. Watson – A personal account of the
discovery of the DNA structure.

"A Short History of Nearly Everything" by Bill Bryson – An accessible
overview of scientific knowledge and history.

"The Birth of Modern Science" by Paolo Rossi – An analysis of the
Scientific Revolution and its key figures.

"The Making of the Atomic Bomb" by Richard Rhodes – A detailed history
of nuclear physics and the development of atomic weapons.

"The Invention of Science" by David Wootton – A comprehensive history of
the scientific method and its impact on modern science.

"Longitude" by Dava Sobel – The story of the quest to solve the problem
of determining longitude at sea.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the best books on the history of
science?
Some of the best books on the history of science include 'The Structure of
Scientific Revolutions' by Thomas S. Kuhn, 'A Short History of Nearly
Everything' by Bill Bryson, and 'The Discoverers' by Daniel J. Boorstin.

Which book offers a comprehensive overview of the
development of scientific ideas?
'The Structure of Scientific Revolutions' by Thomas S. Kuhn offers a
comprehensive overview of how scientific ideas develop through paradigm
shifts and revolutions.



Can you recommend a science history book that is
accessible to general readers?
'A Short History of Nearly Everything' by Bill Bryson is highly accessible
and engaging for general readers interested in the history of science.

What book covers the history of scientific
discoveries from ancient to modern times?
'The Discoverers' by Daniel J. Boorstin covers a wide range of scientific
discoveries from ancient times to the modern era, highlighting key figures
and breakthroughs.

Are there any books focusing on the history of
physics?
Yes, 'The Birth of Modern Physics' by Paul Strathern and 'The Making of the
Atomic Bomb' by Richard Rhodes are excellent books focusing on the history of
physics.

Which books discuss the impact of science on society
historically?
'The Metaphysical Club' by Louis Menand and 'Science and Society' by Steven
Weinberg explore the historical relationship between scientific developments
and societal changes.

Is there a best-selling book about the history of
medicine?
'The Emperor of All Maladies' by Siddhartha Mukherjee is a best-selling and
Pulitzer Prize-winning book that chronicles the history of cancer and
medicine.

What books cover the evolution of scientific thought
during the Enlightenment?
'The Age of Wonder' by Richard Holmes examines the scientific advancements
and intellectual climate of the Enlightenment period.

Are there any notable biographies of famous
scientists that also cover science history?
'Einstein: His Life and Universe' by Walter Isaacson and 'The Double Helix'
by James D. Watson are notable biographies that provide insights into the
history of science through the lives of famous scientists.



Can you suggest books that explore the history of
technology and its scientific foundations?
'The Innovators' by Walter Isaacson traces the history of technology and the
scientific minds behind major technological advancements.

Additional Resources
1. A Short History of Nearly Everything by Bill Bryson
This engaging and accessible book explores the history of science from the
Big Bang to modern times. Bryson explains complex scientific concepts in a
humorous and relatable way, making it an ideal read for anyone curious about
how we came to understand the world. The book covers key discoveries and the
scientists behind them, weaving history and science into a compelling
narrative.

2. The Structure of Scientific Revolutions by Thomas S. Kuhn
Kuhn’s groundbreaking work introduces the concept of paradigm shifts in
science, explaining how scientific progress is not gradual but occurs through
revolutionary changes in thinking. The book analyzes historical case studies
and challenges traditional views of scientific advancement. It remains a
foundational text in the philosophy and history of science.

3. The Discoverers by Daniel J. Boorstin
This comprehensive history chronicles the great explorers and scientists who
expanded human knowledge across various fields, from astronomy to biology.
Boorstin combines storytelling with historical facts to highlight the
curiosity and determination that drove these pioneers. The book celebrates
the spirit of discovery that has shaped our understanding of the universe.

4. The Invention of Science: A New History of the Scientific Revolution by
David Wootton
Wootton offers a fresh perspective on the Scientific Revolution, arguing that
it fundamentally transformed society and knowledge. The book details the key
figures, ideas, and inventions that propelled science into the modern era. It
emphasizes the cultural and intellectual shifts that accompanied scientific
advancements in the 16th and 17th centuries.

5. Science and Civilization in China by Joseph Needham
This monumental work explores the rich history of scientific and
technological achievements in China. Needham delves into inventions such as
gunpowder, printing, and the compass, highlighting China’s significant
contributions to global science. The series also examines the social and
cultural contexts that influenced Chinese innovation.

6. The Structure of Evolutionary Theory by Stephen Jay Gould
Gould’s extensive analysis revisits the history of evolutionary biology,
reflecting on Darwin’s work and its subsequent developments. The book
discusses the complexities of evolutionary theory and the scientific debates



that have shaped it. It offers insight into how scientific ideas evolve over
time through evidence and interpretation.

7. The Age of Wonder: How the Romantic Generation Discovered the Beauty and
Terror of Science by Richard Holmes
Holmes narrates the lives of Romantic-era scientists who combined poetic
sensibility with scientific inquiry. The book captures the excitement and
drama of early scientific exploration in the 18th and 19th centuries. It
portrays how creativity and imagination were integral to scientific discovery
during this period.

8. The Double Helix: A Personal Account of the Discovery of the Structure of
DNA by James D. Watson
This memoir provides an insider’s view of the race to uncover the structure
of DNA. Watson recounts the challenges, rivalries, and collaborations that
led to one of the most significant scientific breakthroughs of the 20th
century. The book offers a human perspective on the scientific process and
discovery.

9. A People’s History of Science: Miners, Midwives, and “Low Mechanicks” by
Clifford D. Conner
Conner’s book highlights the contributions of everyday people often
overlooked in traditional science histories. It examines how workers,
artisans, and marginalized groups have shaped scientific knowledge through
practical experience. The book challenges elite-centric narratives and
broadens the understanding of who participates in science.
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  best science history books: The Year's Best Science Fiction: Eighteenth Annual
Collection Gardner Dozois, 2001-08-18 Widely regarded as the essential book for sci-fi fans, this
year's collectioncontains over two dozen stories.
  best science history books: The Year's Best Science Fiction Vol. 1 Jonathan Strahan,
2020-09-08 The definitive guide and a must-have collection of the best short science fiction and
speculative fiction of 2019, showcasing brilliant talent and examining the cultural moment we live in,
compiled by award-winning editor Jonathan Strahan. With short works from some of the most lauded
science fiction authors, as well as rising stars, this collection displays the top talent and the
cutting-edge cultural moments that affect our lives, dreams, and stories. The list of authors is truly
star-studded, including New York Times bestseller Ted Chiang (author of the short story that
inspired the movie Arrival), N. K. Jemisin, Charlie Jane Anders, and many more incredible talents. An
assemblage of future classics, this anthology is a must-read for anyone who enjoys the vast and
exciting world of science fiction.
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  best science history books: The Best Science Fiction of the Year Neil Clarke, 2020-10-06
From Hugo Award-Winning Editor Neil Clarke, the Best Science Fiction Stories of the Year Collected
in a Single Paperback Volume Keeping up-to-date with the most buzzworthy and cutting-edge
science fiction requires sifting through countless magazines, e-zines, websites, blogs, original
anthologies, single-author collections, and more—a task that can be accomplished by only the most
determined and voracious readers. For everyone else, Night Shade Books is proud to present the
latest volume of The Best Science Fiction of the Year, a yearly anthology compiled by Hugo and
World Fantasy Award–winning editor Neil Clarke, collecting the finest that the genre has to offer,
from the biggest names in the field to the most exciting new writers. The best science fiction
scrutinizes our culture and politics, examines the limits of the human condition, and zooms across
galaxies at faster-than-light speeds, moving from the very near future to the far-flung worlds of
tomorrow in the space of a single sentence. Clarke, publisher and editor-in-chief of the acclaimed
and award-winning magazine Clarkesworld, has selected the short science fiction (and only science
fiction) best representing the previous year’s writing, showcasing the talent, variety, and awesome
“sensawunda” that the genre has to offer.
  best science history books: The Year's Best Science Fiction Gardner Dozois, 1990 This volume
gathers more than 250,000 words of the finest Science Fiction stories published in the previous
year, and includes a thorough review of the year in SF and a comprehensive list of recommended
reading.
  best science history books: The Year's Best Science Fiction: Sixteenth Annual Collection
Gardner Dozois, 1999-07-30 The past through tomorrow are boldly imagined and reinvented in the
twenty-five stories collected in this showcase anthology. Many of the field's finest practitioners are
represented here, along with stories from promising newcomers, including: William Barton * Rob
Chilson * Tony Daniel * Cory Doctorow * Jim Grimsley * Gwyneth Jones * Chris Lawson * Ian
McDonald * Robert Reed * William Browning Spencer * Allen Steele * Michael Swanwick * Howard
Waldrop * Cherry Wilder * Liz Williams A useful list of honorable mentions and Dozois's insightful
summation of the year in sf round out this anthology, making it indispensable for anyone interested
in SF today.
  best science history books: The Year's Best Science Fiction: Thirty-Second Annual Collection
Gardner Dozois, 2015-07-07 In the new millennium, what secrets lay beyond the far reaches of the
universe? What mysteries belie the truths we once held to be self evident? The world of science
fiction has long been a porthole into the realities of tomorrow, blurring the line between life and art.
Now, in The Year's Best Science Fiction: Thirty-Second Annual Collection the very best SF authors
explore ideas of a new world. This venerable collection brings together award winning authors and
masters of the field such as Robert Reed, Alastair Reynolds, Damien Broderick, Elizabeth Bear, Paul
McAuley and John Barnes. And with an extensive recommended reading guide and a summation of
the year in science fiction, this annual compilation has become the definitive must-read anthology
for all science fiction fans and readers interested in breaking into the genre.
  best science history books: The Year's Best Science Fiction: Twenty-Eighth Annual Collection
Gardner Dozois, 2011-07-05 In the new millennium, what secrets lay beyond the far reaches of the
universe? What mysteries belie the truths we once held to be self evident? The world of science
fiction has long been a porthole into the realities of tomorrow, blurring the line between life and art.
Now, in The Year's Best Science Fiction: Twenty-Eighth Annual Collection the very best SF authors
explore ideas of a new world. This venerable collection of short stories brings together award
winning authors and masters of the field such as Robert Reed, Alastair Reynolds, Damien Broderick,
Carrie Vaughn, Ian R. MacLeod and Cory Doctorow. And with an extensive recommended reading
guide and a summation of the year in science fiction, this annual compilation has become the
definitive must-read anthology for all science fiction fans and readers interested in breaking into the
genre.
  best science history books: The Year's Best Science Fiction: Seventh Annual Collection
Gardner Dozois, 1990-05-15 Reaching from the sky to the edge of the world, science fiction is the



literature of the imagination, and this year's collection gathers into one volume the most
imaginative, exciting, and intelligent fiction of 1989. This year's collection features works by many of
science fiction's greatest writers--both veterans and newcomers--including: Neal Barret, Jr., Gregory
Benford, Alan Brennert, John Crowley, Avram Davidson, Alexander Jablokov, Janet Kagan, William
King, Kathe Koja, Nancy Kress, Megan Lindholm, Judith Moffett, Steven Popkes, Mike Resnick,
Robert Sampson, Charles Sheffield, Lucius Shepard, Robert Silverberg, S.P. Somtow, Brian
Stableford, Bruce Sterling, Michael Swanwick, John Varley, Connie Willis.
  best science history books: The Year's Best Science Fiction: Twentieth Annual
Collection Gardner Dozois, 2007-04-01 Widely regarded as the one essential book for every science
fiction fan, The Year's Best Science Fiction (Winner of the 2002 Locus Award for Best Anthology)
continues to uphold its standard of excellence with more than two dozen stories representing the
previous year's best SF writing. This year's volume includes Ian R. MacLeod, Nancy Kress, Greg
Egan, Maureen F. McHugh, Robert Reed, Paul McAuley, Michael Swanwick, Robert Silverberg,
Charles Stross, John Kessel, Gregory Benford and many other talented authors of SF, as well as
thorough summations of the year and a recommended reading list.
  best science history books: A Short History of Nearly Everything 2.0 Bill Bryson, 2025-10-21
In this fully revised and updated edition of the best-selling popular science book of the 21st century,
Bill Bryson makes complex subjects clear and compelling for everyone with an interest in the world
around them. NOW FULLY REVISED AND UPDATED. 'Possibly the best scientific primer ever
published.' Economist 'Truly impressive...It's hard to imagine a better rough guide to science.'
Guardian Bill Bryson can't contain his curiosity about the world around him. A Short History of
Nearly Everything 2.0 is the result of his quest to understand everything that has happened from the
Big Bang to the rise of civilization – how we got from being nothing at all to what we are today. Now
fully updated to reflect the many scientific discoveries in the last twenty years since this book was
first published, it explains among much else: why Pluto is no longer a planet how the number of
moons in the solar system has more than doubled in 20 years how scientists used advances in
genetics to discover previously unknown species of early humans why we still don't know what most
of the universe is made of how the little Higgs boson transformed physics This journey through time
and space will inform a new generation of readers, young and old, as well as those who read this
book on first publication with a new perspective based on what we know now. Written in his
inimitable style, Bryson makes complex subjects fascinating and accessible to everyone with an
interest in the world around them. A Short History of Nearly Everything 2.0 reveals the world in a
whole new way. Praise for A Short History of Nearly Everything: ‘I doubt that a better book for the
layman about the findings of modern science has been written.’ Sunday Telegraph ‘Bill Bryson has
an unmatched gift for explaining the most difficult subjects in the clearest possible way.’ Mail on
Sunday 'A travelogue of science, with a witty, engaging, and well-informed guide' The Times ‘Hugely
readable and never obfuscating.’ Sunday Times ‘A genuinely useful and readable book... A
thoroughly enjoyable, as well as educational, experience. Nobody who reads it will ever look at the
world around them in the same way again’ Daily Express ‘The very book I have been looking for
most of my life... Bryson wears his knowledge with aplomb and a lot of very good jokes.’ Daily Mail
‘Destined to become a modern classic of science writing’ The New York Times
  best science history books: The Year's Best Science Fiction: Thirty-First Annual
Collection Gardner Dozois, 2014-07-15 In the new millennium, what secrets lay beyond the far
reaches of the universe? What mysteries belie the truths we once held to be self evident? The world
of science fiction has long been a porthole into the realities of tomorrow, blurring the line between
life and art. Now, in The Year's Best Science Fiction: Thirty-First Annual Collection the very best SF
authors explore ideas of a new world in the year's best short stories. This venerable collection brings
together award winning authors and masters of the field such as Robert Reed, Alastair Reynolds,
Damien Broderick, Elizabeth Bear, Paul McAuley and John Barnes. And with an extensive
recommended reading guide and a summation of the year in science fiction, this annual compilation
has become the definitive must-read anthology for all science fiction fans and readers interested in



breaking into the genre.
  best science history books: The Year's Best Science Fiction: Fifteenth Annual Collection
Gardner Dozois, 1998-05-15 Science fiction's premier editor assembles the best stories of the year
from veterans and newcomers alike, including Alan Brennert, Gwyneth Jones, James Patrick Kelly,
Nancy Kress, Paul J. McAuley, Robert Silverberg, and many others.
  best science history books: The Year's Best Science Fiction: Twenty-Seventh Annual
Collection Gardner Dozois, 2010-07-06 The thirty-two stories in this collection imaginatively take us
far across the universe, into the very core of our beings, to the realm of the gods, and the moment
just after now. Included here are the works of masters of the form and of bright new talents,
including: John Barnes, Elizabeth Bear, Damien Broderick, Karl Bunker, Paul Cornell, Albert E.
Cowdrey, Ian Creasey, Steven Gould, Dominic Green, Nicola Griffith, Alexander Irvine, John Kessel,
Ted Kosmatka, Nancy Kress, Jay Lake, Rand B. Lee, Paul McAuley, Ian McDonald, Maureen F.
McHugh, Sarah Monette, Michael Poore, Robert Reed, Adam Roberts, Chris Roberson, Mary
Rosenblum, Geoff Ryman, Vandana Singh, Bruce Sterling, Lavie Tidhar, James Van Pelt, Jo Walton,
Peter Watts, Robert Charles Wilson, and John C. Wright. Supplementing the stories are the editor's
insightful summation of the year's events and a lengthy list of honorable mentions, making this book
both a valuable resource and the single best place in the universe to find stories that stir the
imagination, and the heart.
  best science history books: Report of the Commissioner of Education Made to the
Secretary of the Interior for the Year ... with Accompanying Papers United States. Bureau of
Education, 1901
  best science history books: Report of the Commissioner of Education United States.
Office of Education, 1901
  best science history books: History of Science, History of Text Karine Chemla, 2005-08-01 two
main (interacting) ways. They constitute that with which exploration into problems or questions is
carried out. But they also constitute that which is exchanged between scholars or, in other terms,
that which is shaped by one (or by some) for use by others. In these various dimensions, texts
obviously depend on the means and technologies available for producing, reproducing, using and
organizing writings. In this regard, the contribution of a history of text is essential in helping us
approach the various historical contexts from which our sources originate. However, there is more
to it. While shaping texts as texts, the practitioners of the sciences may create new textual resources
that intimately relate to the research carried on. One may think, for instance, of the process of
introduction of formulas in mathematical texts. This aspect opens up a
wholerangeofextremelyinterestingquestionstowhichwewillreturnatalaterpoint.But practitioners of
the sciences also rely on texts produced by themselves or others, which they bring into play in
various ways. More generally, they make use of textual resources of every kind that is available to
them, reshaping them, restricting, or enlarging them. Among these, one can think of ways of
naming, syntax of statements or grammatical analysis, literary techniques, modes of shaping texts or
parts of text, genres of text and so
on.Inthissense,thepractitionersdependon,anddrawon,the“textualcultures”available to the social and
professional groups to which they belong.
  best science history books: The Cambridge History of Modern European Thought:
Volume 2, The Twentieth Century Warren Breckman, Peter E. Gordon, 2019-08-29 An
authoritative and comprehensive survey of the major themes, thinkers, and movements in modern
European intellectual history.
  best science history books: The Cambridge History of Modern European Thought:
Volume 2, The Twentieth Century Peter E. Gordon, Warren Breckman, 2019-08-29 The
Cambridge History of Modern European Thought is an authoritative and comprehensive exploration
of the themes, thinkers and movements that shaped our intellectual world in the late-eighteenth and
nineteenth century. Representing both individual figures and the contexts within which they
developed their ideas, each essay is written in a clear accessible style by leading scholars in the field



and offers both originality and interpretive insight. This second volume surveys twentieth-century
European intellectual history, conceived as a crisis in modernity. Comprised of twenty-one chapters,
it focuses on figures such as Freud, Heidegger, Adorno and Arendt, surveys major schools of thought
including Phenomenology, Existentialism, and Conservatism, and discusses critical movements such
as Postcolonialism, , Structuralism, and Post-structuralism. Renouncing a single 'master narrative' of
European thought across the period, Peter E. Gordon and Warren Breckman establish a formidable
new multi-faceted vision of European intellectual history for the global modern age.
  best science history books: Report of the Minister of Education , 1902
  best science history books: Science, History and Social Activism Garland E. Allen, Roy M.
MacLeod, 2013-03-14 To earn a degree, every doctoral candidate should go out to Harvard Square,
find an audience, and explain his [or her] dissertation. Everett Mendelsohn's worldly advice to
successive generations of students, whether apocryphal or real, has for over forty years spoken both
to the essence of his scholarship, and to the role of the scholar. Possibly no one has done more to
establish the history of the life sciences as a recognized university discipline in the United States,
and to inspire a critical concern for the ways in which science and technology operate as central
features of Western society. This book is both an act of homage and of commemoration to Professor
Mendelsohn on his 70th birthday. As befits its subject, the work it presents is original, comparative,
wide-ranging, and new. Since 1960, Everett Mendelsohn has been identified with Harvard Univer
sity, and with its Department of the History of Science. Those that know him as a teacher, will also
know him as a scholar. In 1968, he began- and after 30 years, has just bequeathed to others - the
editorship of the Journal of the History of Biology, among the earliest and one of the most important
publications in its field. At the same time, he has been a pioneer in the social history and sociology of
science. He has formed particularly close working relationships with colleagues in Sweden and
Germany - as witnessed by his editorial presence in the Sociology of Science Yearbook.
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