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best language to learn after english is a question many individuals ask when
considering expanding their linguistic skills for personal, professional, or
academic reasons. Choosing the right language depends on various factors
including global influence, career opportunities, cultural interest, and ease
of learning. This article explores the top languages to learn after English,
highlighting their benefits, global reach, and practical applications.
Additionally, it discusses strategies for selecting a language that aligns
with one’s goals and provides insights into the popularity and utility of
different languages worldwide. By understanding these aspects, learners can
make an informed decision about which language to pursue next and maximize
their investment of time and effort.
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Factors to Consider When Choosing a Language

Selecting the best language to learn after English involves evaluating
several important factors. These considerations ensure that the chosen
language aligns with personal interests and professional objectives, thereby
increasing motivation and practical value.

Career Opportunities

One of the primary reasons for learning a new language is to enhance career
prospects. Languages that are in high demand in global business, diplomacy,
technology, and trade can open doors to new job markets and networking
opportunities. Assessing the economic power and international reach of
countries where the language is spoken helps determine its professional
relevance.



Cultural Interest and Personal Motivation

The learner’s cultural curiosity and personal connection to a language play a
significant role in successful language acquisition. Languages associated
with rich literary traditions, popular media, or heritage can inspire
sustained engagement and enjoyment during the learning process.

Difficulty and Learning Resources

Some languages are easier to learn for English speakers due to similarities
in grammar, vocabulary, or script. Accessibility to quality learning
materials, courses, and native speakers is also crucial for effective
language acquisition. Considering the linguistic distance from English can
help set realistic expectations.

Top Languages to Learn After English

Several languages stand out as excellent choices for English speakers seeking
to expand their linguistic repertoire. These languages are chosen based on
their global significance, economic influence, and cultural richness.

Spanish

Spanish is often regarded as the best language to learn after English due to
its widespread use in over 20 countries and more than 460 million native
speakers. It is the second most spoken language in the United States, making
it highly practical for communication in North America. Spanish’s relatively
straightforward pronunciation and grammar also make it accessible to English
speakers.

Mandarin Chinese

Mandarin Chinese is the most spoken language globally, with over a billion
native speakers. As China continues to expand its economic influence,
Mandarin is increasingly valuable for business and international relations.
While Mandarin poses a greater challenge due to its tonal nature and
logographic writing system, its strategic importance cannot be overstated.



French

French remains a global language of diplomacy, culture, and international
organizations. It is spoken on multiple continents including Europe, Africa,
and parts of the Americas. French is also known for its rich literary
heritage and is often chosen for academic pursuits and travel.

German

Germany’s position as Europe’s largest economy makes German a valuable
language for careers in engineering, science, and finance. German is the most
widely spoken native language in Europe and is known for its precise grammar
and extensive vocabulary. It offers access to a wealth of cultural and
intellectual resources.

Arabic

Arabic is a critical language for politics, energy, and cultural studies. It
is spoken across the Middle East and North Africa, a region of significant
geopolitical importance. Arabic’s complex script and dialectal variations
present challenges, but it offers unique opportunities in diplomacy and
international business.

Benefits of Learning a Second Language

Acquiring a new language after English confers numerous cognitive, social,
and professional benefits. These advantages contribute to personal
development and enhanced global engagement.

Cognitive Advantages

Learning a second language improves memory, multitasking skills, and problem-
solving abilities. It also delays cognitive decline and enhances mental
flexibility, making it a valuable exercise for brain health.

Enhanced Communication Skills

Mastering another language improves overall communication skills, including a



better understanding of one’s native language. It fosters cultural empathy
and the ability to connect with diverse populations, which is critical in
today’s globalized world.

Career Advancement

Multilingual individuals often enjoy better job prospects, higher salaries,
and opportunities in international markets. Proficiency in a second language
can distinguish candidates in competitive fields such as technology,
healthcare, education, and diplomacy.

Strategies for Effective Language Learning

To maximize the benefits of learning the best language after English,
adopting effective study strategies is essential. These approaches optimize
retention and fluency development.

Immersive Practice

Engaging in immersive environments such as language exchanges, travel, or
media consumption accelerates learning. Immersion helps learners internalize
language patterns and cultural nuances.

Consistent Study Routine

Regular practice, even in small daily increments, reinforces vocabulary and
grammar. Consistency helps build momentum and prevents skill deterioration.

Use of Technology and Resources

Language learning apps, online courses, and multimedia tools provide flexible
and interactive platforms for study. Leveraging these resources enhances
engagement and tracks progress.

Popular Languages by Region and Industry

Understanding the regional and industry-specific popularity of languages aids



in selecting the most practical option for individual goals.

Languages in the Americas

Spanish and French dominate in the Americas, with Spanish prevalent in Latin
America and the southwestern United States. Portuguese is also important in
Brazil, the region’s largest economy.

Languages in Europe

German, French, Spanish, and Italian are widely studied and spoken across
Europe. English remains a lingua franca, but proficiency in these languages
boosts career and cultural opportunities.

Languages in Asia and the Middle East

Mandarin Chinese, Arabic, Hindi, and Japanese are key languages in this
region. Each plays a significant role in local economies, politics, and
cultural exchanges.

Languages in Global Industries

Technology: Mandarin, German, Japanese

Finance: French, German, Mandarin

Diplomacy: French, Arabic, Spanish

Tourism: Spanish, French, Italian

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best language to learn after English for
career advancement?
Mandarin Chinese is often considered the best language to learn after English
for career advancement due to China's significant role in the global economy



and business opportunities.

Which language is easiest to learn after English for
native speakers?
Spanish is generally regarded as one of the easiest languages for English
speakers to learn because of its similar alphabet, straightforward
pronunciation, and abundant learning resources.

What language should I learn after English if I want
to travel extensively?
Spanish is an excellent choice for travelers as it is widely spoken across
Latin America and Spain, making it useful in many popular travel
destinations.

Is French a good language to learn after English?
Yes, French is a good language to learn after English because it is an
official language in many international organizations, spoken in multiple
countries, and valuable for diplomacy, culture, and business.

How do I choose the best language to learn after
English?
To choose the best language after English, consider your personal goals such
as career opportunities, cultural interest, ease of learning, and the regions
you want to connect with. Popular options include Spanish, Mandarin, French,
and German.

Additional Resources
1. Fluent Futures: Choosing the Best Language After English
This book explores the top languages to learn after English, considering
factors like global influence, economic opportunities, and cultural richness.
It provides insights into languages such as Spanish, Mandarin, French, and
Arabic, helping readers make an informed decision based on their personal and
professional goals. The author includes practical advice on language learning
strategies and resources.

2. The Next Tongue: Unlocking Opportunities with Your Second Language
Focusing on the practical benefits of learning a second language, this book
highlights which languages offer the greatest advantages in business, travel,
and communication. It compares languages like German, Japanese, and
Portuguese, detailing their relevance in today’s interconnected world.
Readers will find motivational tips and long-term strategies for mastering
their chosen language.



3. Global Voices: Navigating the Best Language Choices After English
This comprehensive guide examines the cultural, economic, and geopolitical
importance of various languages worldwide. The author provides a detailed
analysis of languages such as Russian, Hindi, and French, emphasizing how
each can open doors to unique experiences and career paths. The book also
includes interviews with polyglots and language experts.

4. Language Ladder: Climbing to Your Next Linguistic Summit
Aimed at language learners looking to expand beyond English, this book breaks
down the complexity and ease of learning several popular languages. It offers
assessments of languages like Italian, Korean, and Arabic, considering
factors like grammar difficulty and availability of learning materials. The
author encourages readers to choose a language that aligns with their passion
and lifestyle.

5. Beyond English: Top Languages for the Global Citizen
This title presents an overview of the languages that are most useful for
global communication and cultural exchange. It highlights the importance of
languages such as Spanish, Mandarin, and French in diplomacy, international
business, and travel. Readers will learn about the historical context and
future prospects of these languages in a globalized world.

6. The Polyglot Path: Finding Your Ideal Language After English
Designed for those interested in becoming multilingual, this book discusses
how to select a second language that complements English and fits personal
interests. It covers a wide range of languages, from common choices like
French and German to less commonly studied ones like Turkish and Swahili. The
author shares techniques for effective language acquisition and maintaining
motivation.

7. Speak Smart: The Best Language to Learn After English
This practical guide offers a clear ranking of languages based on economic
growth, cultural reach, and ease of learning for English speakers. The book
emphasizes languages such as Spanish, Mandarin, and Arabic, providing real-
world examples of how these languages can benefit careers and personal
growth. It also includes tips for integrating language study into a busy
lifestyle.

8. Language Choices: Unlocking Doors Beyond English
Focusing on the impact of language skills in today’s job market, this book
analyzes which languages provide the best return on investment for learners.
It examines languages like Japanese, Russian, and Portuguese, discussing
their demand in various industries. The author also highlights the cognitive
and social benefits of bilingualism.

9. The World Speaks: Best Languages to Learn After English
This engaging book offers a global perspective on language learning,
showcasing languages that dominate different regions and cultures. It
presents detailed profiles of languages such as Arabic, Spanish, Mandarin,
and French, explaining their significance in business, culture, and
international relations. The book is filled with anecdotes and success



stories to inspire learners.
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  best language to learn after english: Moving beyond Technicism in English-Language
Teacher Education Yasemin Tezgiden Cakcak, 2019-08-01 Drawing attention to the threats that an
overreliance on teaching techniques poses for teacher creativity, student voice, and the well-being of
democracy, Moving beyond Technicism in English-Language Teacher Education advocates a critical
approach to education. Using the author’s own personal experiences, this book offers a critical
analysis of the technicist English-language teacher education programs introduced by Turkey’s
Council of Higher Education in the neoliberal period. Beginning with the implementation of critical
education at the Village Institutes in the early years of the Republic of Turkey, the book documents
how teacher education practices in Turkey evolved from liberatory to mechanic with the influence of
the Cold War. By demonstrating the author’s own critical teacher education practices, the book
explores the impact of critical teacher education on pre-service and in-service teachers’ perceptions
and practice. Highlighting the ethical responsibilities of educators, the book calls for a critical,
democratic, and humanizing approach to teacher preparation.
  best language to learn after english: Understanding EAP Learners’ Beliefs about Language
Learning from a Socio-cultural Perspective Chili Li, 2021-02-09 This book focuses on the dynamic
nature of EAP (English for academic purposes) learners’ beliefs about language learning in their
shift from an EFL (English as a foreign language) environment to an EMI (English as the medium of
instruction) setting in mainland China. It adopts a mixed method paradigm, whose quantitative part
aims to capture the general dynamic feature of the selected student population, while its qualitative
part attempts to unveil the process of change in beliefs about language learning among the sample.
It is hypothesized that the change in their beliefs about language learning is the result of the
interplay between the learners’ agency and the mediation of the contextual realities at the
institutional and social levels.
  best language to learn after english: Navigating the Common Core with English
Language Learners Larry Ferlazzo, Katie Hull Sypnieski, 2016-05-02 The must-have Common Core
guide for every ESL/ELL instructor Navigating the Common Core with English Language Learners is
the much-needed practical guide for ESL/ELL instructors. Written by experienced teachers of
English Language Learners, this book provides a sequel to the highly-regarded ESL/ELL Teacher's
Survival Guide and is designed to help teachers implement the Common Core in the ELL classroom.
You'll find a digest of the latest research and developments in ELL education, along with
comprehensive guidance in reading and writing, social studies, math, science, Social Emotional
Learning and more. The Common Core is discussed in the context of ESL, including the
opportunities and challenges specific to ELL students. Ready-to-use lesson plans and reproducible
handouts help you bring these ideas into the classroom, and expert guidance helps you instill the
higher-order thinking skills the Common Core requires. The Common Core standards have been
adopted in 43 states, yet minimal guidance has been provided for teachers of English Language
Learners. This book fills the literature gap with the most up-to-date theory and a host of practical
implementation tools. Get up to date on the latest stats and trends in ELL education Examine the
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challenges and opportunities posed by Common Core Find solutions to common issues that arise in
teaching ELL students Streamline Common Core implementation in the ELL classroom The ELL
population is growing at a rapid pace, and the ELL classroom is not exempt from the requirements
posed by the Common Core State Standards. ESL/ELL teachers know better than anyone else how
critical language is to learning, and ELL students need a specialized Common Core approach to
avoid falling behind. Navigating the Common Core with English Language Learners provides
specific guidance and helpful tools that teachers can bring to the classroom today.
  best language to learn after english: Learning English at School Kelleen Toohey,
2018-05-25 This fully revised edition provides a comprehensive discussion of how insights and
concepts from new materialism and posthumanism might be used in investigating second language
learning and teaching in classrooms. Alongside the sociocultural and poststructural perspectives
discussed in the first edition, this new book presents insights from new materialism on identity,
second language learning and pedagogical practices. This application of new theory deepens our
understanding of how minority language background children learn English in the context of their
classrooms. The author comprehensively explains the new materiality perspectives and suggests
how research from this perspective might provide new insights on second language learning and
teaching in classrooms. The book is unique in analysing empirical classroom data from a
sociocultural, but also a new materiality perspective, and has the potential to change our
understandings of research and pedagogical practices.
  best language to learn after english: Ctet/Tets English Language & Pedagogy Papers–I & Ii
Dharmesh Singh, 2021-01-19 Prepare for success in the CTET/TET English Language & Pedagogy
Papers with CTET/TETs English Language & Pedagogy Papers–I & II by Dharmesh Singh, a
comprehensive guide designed to help aspiring teachers master the content and strategies needed
to excel on these crucial exams. Join Dharmesh Singh as he provides expert guidance, detailed
explanations, and ample practice opportunities to ensure that candidates are well-prepared to tackle
the English Language & Pedagogy sections with confidence. In this invaluable resource, Dharmesh
Singh offers a thorough overview of the English Language & Pedagogy topics covered in Papers I &
II of the CTET/TET exams. From grammar and vocabulary to comprehension and pedagogical
techniques, Singh covers all the essential content areas, providing clear explanations and helpful
tips to aid in understanding and retention. With a focus on both content knowledge and pedagogical
skills, CTET/TETs English Language & Pedagogy Papers–I & II equips candidates with the tools they
need to succeed in the classroom. Through detailed examples, sample questions, and practice
exercises, Singh helps candidates develop their understanding of key concepts and hone their
test-taking skills. The overall tone and mood of CTET/TETs English Language & Pedagogy Papers–I
& II are one of encouragement, support, and guidance, as Singh empowers candidates to approach
the exams with confidence and competence. His user-friendly approach and accessible writing style
make even complex topics easy to understand and apply. Widely acclaimed for its comprehensive
coverage and effective strategies, CTET/TETs English Language & Pedagogy Papers–I & II has
become a trusted resource for aspiring teachers preparing for the CTET/TET exams. Singh's
expertise and experience shine through in every chapter, providing candidates with the tools they
need to succeed. Designed to appeal to candidates of all backgrounds and learning styles,
CTET/TETs English Language & Pedagogy Papers–I & II offers a flexible and adaptable approach to
exam preparation. Whether you prefer to study independently or in a group setting, this book
provides the resources you need to succeed. In comparison to other study guides for the CTET/TET
exams, Singh's book stands out for its comprehensive coverage, clear explanations, and practical
approach. By focusing specifically on the English Language & Pedagogy sections, Singh ensures that
candidates are well-prepared for the unique challenges of these exams. On a personal level,
CTET/TETs English Language & Pedagogy Papers–I & II resonates with candidates by offering
practical advice and actionable strategies for success. Singh's supportive tone and expert guidance
instill confidence in candidates, helping them approach the exams with a positive mindset and a
readiness to excel. Don't miss your chance to excel on the CTET/TET English Language & Pedagogy



Papers. Let CTET/TETs English Language & Pedagogy Papers–I & II by Dharmesh Singh be your
trusted companion on the journey to becoming a certified educator.
  best language to learn after english: Report of the Minister of Public Instruction to the
President of the Republic of Hawaii for the Biennial Period Ending December 31 Hawaii. Department
of Public Instruction, 1900
  best language to learn after english: English Language Learners Larry Ferlazzo,
2010-04-06 This unique new perspective and method for teaching English Language Learners is the
proven result of the author's community organizing career and his successful career in the
classroom. Written by an award-winning practitioner, English Language Learners: Teaching
Strategies that Work offers educators a five-step methodology for teaching this burgeoning
population. Rather than viewing these students through the typical lens of deficits they might have,
the process helps educators recognize and use the assets ELLs bring to the classroom. The five
principles around which the process revolves are: building relationships, accessing prior knowledge
through student stories, developing student leadership, learning by doing, and reflection. The book
shows how these ideas can be used in all subject areas to help ELLs master both content and
language using high-order thinking skills. In addition to providing detailed lessons, the book shares
a framework teachers can use to create their own lessons, and it shows how to take advantage of
technology and games as teaching tools. References to extensive research studies are included to
provide evidence of effectiveness, and each lesson is linked to state standards in English Language
development.
  best language to learn after english: Ency of Library and Inform Sci 2e V4 (Print)
Miriam A. Drake, 2003 A revitalized version of the popular classic, the Encyclopedia of Library and
Information Science, Second Edition targets new and dynamic movements in the distribution,
acquisition, and development of print and online media-compiling articles from more than 450
information specialists on topics including program planning in the digital era, recruitment,
information management, advances in digital technology and encoding, intellectual property, and
hardware, software, database selection and design, competitive intelligence, electronic records
preservation, decision support systems, ethical issues in information, online library instruction,
telecommuting, and digital library projects.
  best language to learn after english: The Latino/a Condition Richard Delgado, Jean
Stefancic, 2011 Richard Delgado is University Professor at Seattle University Law School. --
  best language to learn after english: A Dictionary of the English Language Samuel
Johnson, 1773
  best language to learn after english: English Teaching Forum , 1969
  best language to learn after english: DP's SSC CGL English Language & Comprehension
[Tier-1 Exam] Previous Year Questions Mocktime Publication, SSC CGL English Language &
Comprehension [Tier-1 Exam] Previous Year Questions Keywords: SSC Central police forces CPO
CAPF , SSC combined graduate level CGL, Combined higher secondary level exam chsl 10+2 level
exam, ssc ldc udc data entry operator exam, ssc mts matriculation level exam, ssc je civil mechanical
electrical engineering exam, ssc scientific assistant exam, Ssc English ajay Kumar singh, Ssc English
by neetu singh, Ssc English grammar, Ssc English arihant publication, ssc previous year solved
papers, ssc general awareness, ssc gk lucent, ssc math rakesh Yadav, ssc previous year question
bank, ssc reasoning chapterwise solved papers, ssc disha books, ssc cgl questions, ssc cpo questions,
ssc mts questions, ssc chsl questions, ssc ldc clerk, ssc practice sets, ssc online test. Ssc math
chapterwise solved papers, Ssc english kiran publication, SSC cgl/cpo/mts/chsl/je exam books, ssc
online practice sets for computer based exam , ssc kiran books disha arihant lucen gk, ssc neetu
singh rakesh yadav ajay singh books, ssc history geography polity economy science mcq, ssc math
reasoning english gk chapterwise papers
  best language to learn after english: International Handbook of English Language
Teaching Jim Cummins, Chris Davison, 2007-12-31 This two-volume handbook provides a
comprehensive examination of policy, practice, research, and theory related to English language



teaching (ELT) in international contexts. Nearly 70 chapters highlight the research foundation for
the best practices, frameworks for policy decisions, and areas of consensus and controversy in the
teaching and development of English as a second and/or additional language for kindergarten
through to adult speakers of languages other than English. In doing so it problematizes traditional
dichotomies and challenges the very terms that provide the traditional foundations of the field. A
wide range of terms has been used to refer to the key players involved in the teaching and learning
of the English language and to the enterprise of English language teaching as a whole. At various
times and in different contexts, the following labels have been used in countries where English is the
dominant language to describe programs, learners, or teachers of Enghsh: English as a second
language (ESL), English as an additional language (EAL), limited English proficient (LEP), and
English language learners (ELL). In contexts where EngUsh is not the dominant language, the
following terms have been used: English as a foreign language (EFL), English as an international
language (EIL), and English as a lingua franca (ELF).
  best language to learn after english: Building the Self-Efficacy Beliefs of English
Language Learners and Teachers Mark Wyatt, Farahnaz Faez, 2024-02-20 Building the
Self-Efficacy Beliefs of English Language Learners and Teachers explores, juxtaposes and bridges
two fields of research that have developed separately: the self-efficacy beliefs of English language
learners and the self-efficacy beliefs of English language teachers. The aim is to expand
understanding in each field and highlight how the two areas can mutually inform each other. This
should encourage fresh perspectives, providing direction for researchers, and improving learning,
teaching, and teacher education. Empirical research suggests that English language learners and
teachers who believe they can fulfil a task are more likely to succeed than those who believe they
cannot. Based on a deep understanding of how self-efficacy beliefs are formed and developed, this
book illustrates how such beliefs can be supported and researched amongst English language
learners and teachers. Bringing together the work of educators and researchers working in contexts
including Algeria, Bulgaria, Canada, China, Iran, Israel, Japan, Türkiye, the UK, the USA, and
Vietnam, this volume includes meta-analyses largely focusing on quantitative data and empirical
studies employing qualitative approaches and mixed methods. Studies included examine factors
impacting the development of language teachers’ self-efficacy beliefs and investigate
domain-specific dimensions of the self-efficacy beliefs of English language learners and teachers.
This rigorous and original volume will appeal to an international readership of scholars, teachers,
teacher educators, and researchers with interests in language education, teacher education, TESOL,
linguistics, and educational psychology.
  best language to learn after english: Modern Language Teaching , 1910
  best language to learn after english: SSC CGL Tier 2 : [English language and
comprehension] | 2000 + Solved Objective Questions (10 Full-length Mock Tests ) EduGorilla Prep
Experts, 2022-08-03 • Best Selling Book in English Edition for SSC CGL Tier 2 Exam with
objective-type questions as per the latest syllabus given by the SSC. • Compare your performance
with other students using Smart Answer Sheets in EduGorilla’s SSC CGL Tier 2 Exam Practice Kit. •
SSC CGL Tier 2 Exam Preparation Kit comes with 10 Full-length Mock Tests with the best quality
content. • Increase your chances of selection by 14X. • SSC CGL Tier 2 Exam Prep Kit comes with
well-structured and 100% detailed solutions for all the questions. • Clear exam with good grades
using thoroughly Researched Content by experts.
  best language to learn after english: LEAP-FROGGING IN (LANGUAGE) EDUCATION
Hermayawati, Arifah Mardiningrum, Eko Purwanti, Tiara Nurul Mawarni, Endro Dwi Hatmanto, Ika
Wahyuni Lestari, Jati Suryanto, Akbar Setyo Nugroho, Fitri Zakiyah, Izhar Zaeni, Afdhal Fikri Mirma,
Sri Rejeki Murtiningsih, Hestiningtiyas, Didit Haryadi, Suryanto Suryanto, Diah Nawang Wulan, Yuli
Wahyuni, Ana Taqwa Wati, Dipim Pratami, Alwan Akbar, Maryam Sorohiti, Teguh Ariebowo, Nazira
Osman, Fitria Rahmawati, Alya Rahma Moedjiyanti, Asfinatu Nurjanah, 2025-03-06 Leap-frogging, a
concept commonly associated with technological advancements, is increasingly recognized as an
innovative strategy across various sectors, including language education. This chapter investigates



whether leap-frogging can significantly benefit new language education strategies, particularly in
developing contexts. Leap-frogging presents opportunities to address gaps in access, quality, and
equity in language education by passing traditional, gradual approaches and embracing advanced
methodologies and technologies. Through a critical review of current literature and case studies,
this chapter explores the application of leap-frogging principles within language education. The
analysis highlights successful implementations, challenges
  best language to learn after english: Spanish Second Language Acquisition Barbara
Armstrong Lafford, M. Rafael Salaberry, 2003 While the focus is on the acquisition of Spanish as a
second language, this is also an extremely useful volume for second language theoreticians and
practitioners involved in all aspects of the pedagogy of other second languages. Students, teachers,
program administrators, and scholars alike will benefit from the insights that the contributors bring
to the myriad issues that language professionals confront.--BOOK JACKET.
  best language to learn after english: A Dictionary Of The English Language; In Which The
Words Are Deduced From Their Originals; And Illustrated In Their Different Significations, By
Examples From The Best Writers: Together With A History of the Language, and an English
Grammar Samuel Johnson, 1818
  best language to learn after english: The Ladies' Home Journal , 1894
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