BEST HAWAII HISTORY BOOKS

BEST HAWAII HISTORY BOOKS OFFER A FASCINATING GLIMPSE INTO THE RICH CULTURAL, POLITICAL, AND SOCIAL HERITAGE OF
THE HAWAIIAN |SLANDS. FROM ANCIENT POLYNESIAN VOYAGERS TO THE MODERN STATEHOOD ERA, THESE BOOKS PROVIDE
COMPREHENSIVE INSIGHTS INTO HAWAII’S UNIQUE HISTORICAL JOURNEY. W/HETHER EXPLORING THE INDIGENOUS TRADITIONS, THE
IMPACT OF EUROPEAN CONTACT, OR THE ISLANDS’ ROLE IN GLOBAL EVENTS, THE BEST HAWAII HISTORY BOOKS SERVE AS
ESSENTIAL RESOURCES FOR SCHOLARS, STUDENTS, AND HISTORY ENTHUSIASTS ALIKE. THIS ARTICLE WILL EXPLORE A CURATED
SELECTION OF AUTHORITATIVE WORKS THAT HIGHLIGHT VARIOUS ASPECTS OF HAWAII’S PAST, EMPHASIZING BOTH NARRATIVE
DEPTH AND SCHOLARLY RIGOR. READERS WILL DISCOVER KEY TITLES THAT COVER DIVERSE TOPICS SUCH AS NATIVE HAWAIIAN
CULTURE, MISSIONARY INFLUENCES, THE OVERTHROW OF THE MONARCHY, AND THE ISLANDS’ INTEGRATION INTO THE UNITED
STATES. BELOW IS A DETAILED TABLE OF CONTENTS OUTLINING THE MAIN SECTIONS OF THIS GUIDE TO THE BEST HAWAII
HISTORY BOOKS.

Key THEMES IN HAWAI HISTORY LITERATURE

Top RECOMMENDED Books oN ANCIENT AND PRe-CONTACT HAWAII

ESSENTIAL READS ON MISSIONARY AND MONARCHICAL PERIODS

Books CoVERING THE OVERTHROW AND ANNEXATION OF HAWAII

MoDERN HisTORIES AND CONTEMPORARY PERSPECTIVES

Key THeMesS IN HAWAI HISTORY LITERATURE

THE BEST HAWAII HISTORY BOOKS ENCOMPASS A VARIETY OF THEMES THAT REFLECT THE ISLANDS’® COMPLEX PAST. CENTRAL
TOPICS OFTEN INCLUDE INDIGENOUS HAW AIIAN CULTURE AND TRADITIONS, THE ARRIVAL OF EUROPEAN EXPLORERS, THE
INFLUENCE OF CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES, POLITICAL UPHEAVALS SUCH AS THE OVERTHROW OF THE HAwAlIAN MONARCHY, AND
HAWAI’S EVENTUAL ANNEXATION BY THE UNITED STATES. SociAL HISTORY, ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES, AND THE IMPACT OF
TOURISM AND GLOBALIZATION ARE ALSO COMMON FOCUSES. THESE THEMES HELP READERS UNDERSTAND THE TRANSFORMATIONS
THAT SHAPED HAWAII FROM A SOVEREIGN KINGDOM TO A U.S. STATE.

INDIGENOUS HAWAIIAN CULTURE AND SOCIETY

MANY AUTHORITATIVE BOOKS DELVE INTO THE ANCIENT HAWAIIAN WAY OF LIFE, EMPHASIZING THE ISLANDS’ RICH ORAL
TRADITIONS, RELIGIOUS PRACTICES, AND SOCIAL STRUCTURES. THESE ACCOUNTS EXPLORE THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ‘“AHUPUA‘A
LAND DIVISION SYSTEM, THE ROLE OF AL (CHIEFS)/ AND THE IMPORTANCE OF MO“OLELO (STORIES) IN PRESERVING HISTORY.
THEY ALSO EXAMINE HOW NATIVE HAWAIIANS ADAPTED TO THEIR ENVIRONMENT OVER CENTURIES, DEVELOPING SUSTAINABLE
AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES AND NAVIGATION SKILLS.

EuroPEAN CONTACT AND MISSIONARY INFLUENCE

THE ARRIVAL OF CAPTAIN JAMES CoOK IN 1778 MARKED A PIVOTAL MOMENT IN HAWAIIAN HISTORY. SUBSEQUENT CONTACT
WITH MISSIONARIES AND TRADERS INTRODUCED NEW RELIGIONS, TECHNOLOGIES, AND POLITICAL IDEAS. THE BEST HAW Al
HISTORY BOOKS ANALYZE THESE INTERACTIONS, HIGHLIGHTING BOTH THE POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES FOR NATIVE
POPULATIONS. MISSIONARY ACTIVITIES, IN PARTICULAR, PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN ALTERING HAWAIIAN SOCIETY,
LANGUAGE, AND GOVERNANCE.



Toprp RecoMMENDED Books oN ANCIENT AND PRe-CoNTACT HAWAII

BoOKS FOCUSING ON PRE-CONTACT HAWAII PROVIDE FOUNDATIONAL KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THE ISLANDS BEFORE W/ESTERN
INFLUENCE. THESE WORKS OFTEN RELY ON ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE, ORAL HISTORIES, AND EARLY ACCOUNTS TO
RECONSTRUCT ANCIENT HAWAIIAN LIFE.

1. “HAwAIIAN ANTIQUITIES™ BY DAVID MALO — A CLASSIC TEXT OFFERING ONE OF THE EARLIEST COMPREHENSIVE
ACCOUNTS OF TRADITIONAL HAWAIIAN CULTURE AND MYTHOLOGY, WRITTEN BY A NATIVE HAWAIIAN SCHOLAR IN THE
19TH CENTURY.

2. “THe PoLYNESIAN FAMILY SYSTEM IN Ka-‘U, HAwAI” BY E.S. CRAIGHILL HANDY AND MARY KAWENA PUkuUI — THIS
DETAILED ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDY EXPLORES FAMILY STRUCTURES AND SOCIAL ORGANIZATION IN ANCIENT HAWAIL.

3. “NATIVE PLANTERS: HAWAIIAN AGRICULTURE™ BY ANDREW P. VAYDA — AN EXAMINATION OF INDIGENOUS FARMING
TECHNIQUES AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PRIOR TO \X/ESTERN CONTACT.

SIGNIFICANCE OF ORAL TRADITIONS

PRE-CONTACT HAWAII HISTORY BOOKS EMPHASIZE THE ROLE OF CHANTS, GENEALOGIES, AND LEGENDS AS VITAL SOURCES FOR
UNDERSTANDING THE ISLANDS’ PAST. THESE ORAL TRADITIONS HAVE BEEN PRESERVED AND STUDIED EXTENSIVELY TO
RECONSTRUCT ANCIENT HAWAIIAN WORLDVIEWS AND HISTORICAL EVENTS.

EssenTIAL READS ON MISSIONARY AND MONARCHICAL PERIODS

THE PERIOD OF MISSIONARY ARRIVAL AND THE HAWAIIAN MONARCHY’S REIGN IS CRITICAL FOR COMPREHENDING POLITICAL AND
CULTURAL SHIFTS. THE BEST HAWAII HISTORY BOOKS IN THIS CATEGORY EXPLORE THE COMPLEX DYNAMICS BETWEEN NATIVE
RULERS, FOREIGN ADVISORS, AND RELIGIOUS FIGURES.

1. “SHoAL oF TiMe: A HisTorY ofF THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS™ BY GAVAN DAWS — A COMPREHENSIVE NARRATIVE COVERING
HAWAII’S HISTORY FROM ANCIENT TIMES THROUGH THE MONARCHY AND BEYOND.

2. “Hawaian KingboM 1778-1854, FOUNDATION AND TRANSFORMATION” BY RALPH S. KUYKENDALL — A DETAILED
STUDY OF THE KINGDOM’S FORMATION AND EARLY YEARS UNDER KAMEHAMEHA | AND HIS SUCCESSORS.

3. “ALoHA BeTRAYED: NATIVE HAWAIIAN ReSISTANCE To AMERICAN CoLONIALISM™ BY NOENOE K. SILVA — THIS Book
DISCUSSES NATIVE POLITICAL MOVEMENTS AND RESPONSES TO MISSIONARY AND COLONIAL PRESSURES.

MissIONARY IMPACT ON HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE AND PoLITICS

MISSIONARIES INTRODUCED THE WRITTEN HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE AND W/ ESTERN EDUCATIONAL SYSTEMS, WHICH PROFOUNDLY
AFFECTED THE ISLANDS’ GOVERNANCE AND SOCIETY. THE BEST HAWAII HISTORY BOOKS ANALYZE HOW THESE CHANGES
INFLUENCED THE MONARCHY’S MODERNIZATION EFFORTS AND LEGAL REFORMS.

Books CoVERING THE OVERTHROW AND ANNEXATION OF HAW AL

THE OVERTHROW OF QUEEN LILI‘UOKALANI IN 1893 AND HAWAII’S SUBSEQUENT ANNEXATION BY THE UNITED STATES ARE
PIVOTAL EVENTS EXTENSIVELY DOCUMENTED IN HISTORICAL LITERATURE. THESE BOOKS PROVIDE CRITICAL PERSPECTIVES ON



POLITICAL INTRIGUE, INTERNATIONAL DIPLOMACY, AND NATIVE HAW AIIAN RESISTANCE.

1. “OverTHROW: AMERICA’S CENTURY OF REGIME CHANGE FROM HAW AIl TO IRAQ™ BY STEPHEN KINZER — EXAMINES THE
1893 OVERTHROW WITHIN THE BROADER CONTEXT OF AMERICAN FOREIGN INTERVENTIONS.

2. “BROKEN TRUST: GREED, MISMANAGEMENT, AND PoLITICAL MANIPULATION AT AMERICA’S LARGEST CHARITABLE
TRUST” BY DENNIS FRANCIS — DISCUSSES THE POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC RAMIFICATIONS OF ANNEXATION, INCLUDING
NATIVE HAW AIIAN LAND ISSUES.

3. “THe HAwAIAN KINGDoM” BY RALPH S. KUYKENDALL (VoL. 3) — COVERS THE KINGDOM’S FINAL YEARS AND THE
OVERTHROW IN DETAIL.

NATIVE HAWAIIAN PERSPECTIVES ON ANNEXATION

SEVERAL OF THE BEST HAWAII HISTORY BOOKS INCORPORATE NATIVE VOICES AND DOCUMENTS, HIGHLIGHTING OPPOSITION TO
ANNEXATION AND EFFORTS TO RESTORE SOVEREIGNTY. THESE PERSPECTIVES ARE CRUCIAL FOR UNDERSTANDING THE LASTING
LEGACY OF THESE EVENTS.

MoDERN HisTOrIES AND CONTEMPORARY PERSPECTIVES

CONTEMPORARY HISTORY BOOKS EXPLORE HAWAII’S DEVELOPMENT AS A U.S. STATE, ITS ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATIONS, AND
ONGOING CULTURAL REVITALIZATION MOVEMENTS. THESE WORKS OFTEN ADDRESS TOURISM, ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS, AND
POLITICAL ACTIVISM AMONG NATIVE HAWAIIANS.

1. “HAwWAI’s STorY BY HAWAI’S QUEEN” BY LILI'UOKALANI — ALTHOUGH WRITTEN EARLIER, THIS AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL
WORK PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO 20TH-CENTURY PERSPECTIVES FROM THE LAST REIGNING MONARCH.

2. “THe VALUE oF HAwAII: KNOWING THE PAST, SHAPING THE FUTURE” EDITED BY CRAIG HOWES AND JoN OSorio - A
COLLECTION OF ESSAYS ADDRESSING CONTEMPORARY ISSUES ROOTED IN HISTORICAL CONTEXTS.

3. “FroM A NATIVE DAUGHTER: COLONIALISM AND SOVEREIGNTY IN HAWAI‘I” BY HAUNANI-KAY TRASK — A CRITICAL
EXAMINATION OF COLONIAL LEGACIES AND NATIVE RESISTANCE IN MODERN HAW All.

CULTURAL REVITALIZATION AND SOVEREIGNTY MOVEMENTS

THE BEST HAWAII HISTORY BOOKS ALSO DOCUMENT THE RESURGENCE OF NATIVE HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE, AS WELL
AS POLITICAL EFFORTS ADVOCATING FOR SOVEREIGNTY AND SELF-DETERMINATION. THESE MOVEMENTS ARE INTEGRAL TO
UNDERSTANDING HAWAII’S EVOLVING IDENTITY.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\W/HAT ARE SOME OF THE BEST BOOKS TO LEARN ABOUT HAWAIIAN HISTORY?

SOME OF THE BEST BOOKS TO LEARN ABOUT HAWAIIAN HISTORY INCLUDE ‘SHoAL ofF TIME: A HisTorY oF THE HAW AIIAN
IsLaNDs’ BY GAVAN DAaws, ‘HawAIIAN HISTORY: AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY' BY DOROTHY BARR[F] RE, AND ‘A CONCISE
HisTorY ofF THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS' BY PATRICK VINTON KIRCH.



\WHICH BOOK OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF HAWAII'S MONARCHY ERAP

‘SHoaL ofF TIME: A HisTorY oF THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS' BY GAVAN DAWS IS WIDELY REGARDED AS AN EXCELLENT RESOURCE
THAT PROVIDES A DETAILED AND COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF HAWAII'S MONARCHY ERA.

ARE THERE ANY BOOKS THAT FOCUS ON THE NATIVE HAWAIIAN PERSPECTIVE IN
HISTORY?

YEes, 'HAWAIIAN HISTORY: AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY' BY DOROTHY BARR[P] RE AND ‘NATIVE LAND AND FOREIGN DESIRES:
THe HAWAIIAN LAND QUESTION, 1778-1898" BY JON M. VAN DYKE OFFER INSIGHTS INTO HAWAIIAN HISTORY FROM THE
NATIVE PERSPECTIVE.

\YX/HICH BOOKS COVER THE IMPACT OF WESTERN CONTACT ON HAWAII?

Books LIkE ‘SHoAL oF TIME' BY GAVAN Daws AND ‘LosT KingboM: HAwAII'S LAST QUEEN, THE SUGAR KINGS AND
AMERICA’S FIRST IMPERIAL ADVENTURE' BY JULIA FLYNN SILER EXPLORE THE PROFOUND IMPACT OF WESTERN CONTACT ON
HAWAII'S CULTURE AND POLITICS.

CAN YOU RECOMMEND ANY RECENT PUBLICATIONS ABOUT HAWAIIAN HISTORY?

RECENT NOTABLE PUBLICATIONS INCLUDE ' THE VALUE OF HAW AIll: KNOWING THE PAST, SHAPING THE FUTURE’ EDITED BY JON
M. VAN Dyke AND ‘HAWAII'S STORY BY HAWAII'S QUEEN' BY LILIUOKALANI, WHICH HAS BEEN REPRINTED WITH NEW
COMMENTARY AND REMAINS RELEVANT.

\WHICH BOOK IS GOOD FOR BEGINNERS INTERESTED IN HAWAIIAN HISTORY?

‘A Concise HisTorY of THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS BY PATRICK VINTON KIRCH IS AN ACCESSIBLE AND WELL-STRUCTURED BOOK
THAT IS GREAT FOR BEGINNERS WANTING TO UNDERSTAND THE BROAD SWEEP OF HAWAIIAN HISTORY.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
1.



