
best shots in nba history

best shots in nba history have captivated fans and defined careers, often
changing the course of games, seasons, and even legacies. From buzzer-beaters
to clutch three-pointers, these moments showcase the incredible skill,
composure, and drama that make basketball one of the most thrilling sports
worldwide. This article explores some of the most iconic and memorable shots
in NBA history, highlighting their context, significance, and the players
behind them. Whether it’s a game-winning jumper, a deep three-pointer under
pressure, or an impossible fadeaway, these shots have become etched in the
memories of basketball enthusiasts. By examining these legendary plays, the
article also sheds light on the evolution of clutch performance and shot-
making in the NBA. The following sections will cover the most celebrated
shots, categorized by era and player, to provide a comprehensive overview of
basketball’s greatest moments.

Iconic Buzzer-Beaters

Legendary Playoff Shots

Historic Regular Season Shots

Most Clutch Players and Their Signature Shots

Impactful Team Moments and Game-Winning Shots

Iconic Buzzer-Beaters

Buzzer-beaters represent some of the most dramatic moments in NBA history,
where a shot made just as the game clock expires determines the outcome.
These shots often occur in high-pressure situations, amplifying their
significance and memorability. Many of the best shots in NBA history fall
under this category, symbolizing the ultimate test of a player’s nerves and
skill.

Michael Jordan’s “The Shot” (1989)

One of the most famous buzzer-beaters is Michael Jordan’s jumper over Craig
Ehlo in the 1989 Eastern Conference First Round. This shot, occurring with
just three seconds left, secured the Chicago Bulls’ victory against the
Cleveland Cavaliers and is often cited as a defining moment in Jordan’s
legendary career. It embodies the essence of clutch shooting and has been



replayed countless times in NBA lore.

Kyrie Irving’s Game-Winning Three in 2016 Finals

In Game 7 of the 2016 NBA Finals, Kyrie Irving hit a crucial three-pointer
over Stephen Curry with less than a minute remaining. This shot helped the
Cleveland Cavaliers secure their first-ever NBA championship, ending a 52-
year major sports title drought for the city. The precision and timing of
this shot have immortalized it among the best shots in NBA history.

Other Notable Buzzer-Beaters

Damian Lillard’s 2019 series-clinching three-pointer against the
Oklahoma City Thunder

LeBron James’ block and subsequent game-winning jumper in the 2013
Eastern Conference Finals

Ray Allen’s clutch three-pointer in Game 6 of the 2013 NBA Finals

Legendary Playoff Shots

Playoff basketball intensifies every possession, and the best shots in NBA
history often come during these high-stakes moments. Playoff shots carry
weight far beyond a single game, influencing championship outcomes and player
legacies. This section highlights some of the most legendary shots made
during the NBA playoffs.

Dirk Nowitzki’s Fadeaway in 2011 Finals

Dirk Nowitzki’s signature one-legged fadeaway jumper played a crucial role in
the Dallas Mavericks’ 2011 championship run. His ability to hit difficult
shots consistently throughout the playoffs, particularly in the Finals
against the Miami Heat, established him as one of the most clutch performers
in NBA history.



Magic Johnson’s Junior Sky Hook (1987)

Magic Johnson’s sky hook in the 1987 NBA Finals remains one of the most
memorable playoff shots. His finesse and timing against the Boston Celtics
helped the Los Angeles Lakers secure a key victory, showcasing his
versatility and poise under pressure.

Ray Allen’s Game-6 Three-Pointer in 2013 Finals

Ray Allen’s corner three-pointer with 5.2 seconds remaining in Game 6 of the
2013 NBA Finals is often considered one of the most clutch shots ever made.
This shot saved the Miami Heat from elimination and paved the way for their
eventual championship win. Its technical difficulty and timing highlight the
rare skill required for such moments.

Historic Regular Season Shots

While playoff shots often dominate highlight reels, many of the best shots in
NBA history have taken place during regular season games. These shots may not
always carry championship implications but are celebrated for their
difficulty, timing, and impact on the game or player milestones.

Stephen Curry’s Deep Three-Pointers

Stephen Curry revolutionized the game with his deep three-point shooting,
frequently hitting shots from well beyond the arc during regular season
games. His range and quick release changed how teams defend and strategize,
making many of his shots some of the most iconic in NBA history.

Vince Carter’s Dunk Over Frederic Weis (2000
Olympics)

Though not an NBA regular season shot, Vince Carter’s legendary dunk during
the 2000 Olympics is widely considered one of the greatest moments in
basketball history. Within the NBA, Carter’s high-flying dunks, including his
2000 Slam Dunk Contest performance, have left an indelible mark on the
sport’s highlight reels.



Other Memorable Regular Season Moments

Kobe Bryant’s 81-point game shots in 2006

Reggie Miller’s clutch shooting against the New York Knicks in the 1990s

Dirk Nowitzki’s game-winning shots from deep range

Most Clutch Players and Their Signature Shots

Certain players are renowned for their ability to perform under pressure,
consistently delivering the best shots in NBA history when it matters most.
This section profiles some of the most clutch players and the signature shots
that defined their careers.

Michael Jordan’s Fadeaway Jumper

Michael Jordan’s fadeaway jumper is arguably the most iconic signature shot
in NBA history. His ability to create space and elevate over defenders to
make this shot during clutch moments solidified his status as one of the
greatest players of all time.

LeBron James’ Chase-Down Block and Mid-Range Jumper

LeBron James combines athleticism and precision, making his chase-down blocks
and mid-range jumpers crucial in clutch situations. His versatility in
shooting and defense has led to numerous game-winning plays throughout his
career.

Dirk Nowitzki’s One-Legged Fadeaway

Dirk’s unique one-legged fadeaway became his go-to clutch shot, effective
against even the best defenders. This shot helped him secure a championship
and numerous playoff victories, underlining his place among clutch legends.



Other Notable Clutch Shooters

Kobe Bryant’s turnaround jumpers and post moves

Ray Allen’s quick-release three-pointers

Damian Lillard’s deep threes and buzzer-beaters

Impactful Team Moments and Game-Winning Shots

Beyond individual brilliance, some of the best shots in NBA history have been
pivotal in defining team success and championship runs. These game-winning
shots often symbolize teamwork, strategy, and execution under immense
pressure.

Bill Russell’s Defensive Plays and Game-Winning
Efforts

While Bill Russell was more known for defense and rebounding, his game-
winning efforts on both ends of the floor contributed to the Boston Celtics’
dynasty. His ability to make clutch plays helped his team secure 11
championships.

The 2016 Cleveland Cavaliers’ Comeback Shots

The Cavaliers’ comeback from a 3-1 deficit in the 2016 NBA Finals included
several crucial shots from LeBron James and Kyrie Irving, culminating in
Irving’s championship-winning three-pointer. These moments underscore the
importance of resilience and clutch execution in team success.

Notable Game-Winning Shots in NBA History

Paul Pierce’s “The Truth” game-winning jumper in 2008 Eastern Conference1.
Finals

Tracy McGrady’s 13 points in 33 seconds to beat the Spurs in 20042.



Chris Webber’s timeout blunder in 1993 NCAA tournament (not NBA but3.
often referenced for pressure)

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the best shot in NBA history?
One of the best shots in NBA history is Michael Jordan's 'The Shot' over
Craig Ehlo in the 1989 playoffs, which secured a game-winning basket for the
Chicago Bulls.

Which shot is known as 'The Shot' in NBA lore?
'The Shot' refers to Michael Jordan's buzzer-beater jumper over Craig Ehlo in
Game 5 of the 1989 Eastern Conference First Round against the Cleveland
Cavaliers.

What was Kobe Bryant's most memorable shot in NBA
history?
Kobe Bryant's most memorable shot is often considered his game-winning
buzzer-beater against the Phoenix Suns in the 2006 playoffs, where he scored
81 points in the game.

Did LeBron James have any iconic shots in NBA
history?
Yes, LeBron James' block on Andre Iguodala in Game 7 of the 2016 NBA Finals,
followed by his game-winning jumper, are considered some of the most iconic
moments and shots in NBA history.

What is Ray Allen's clutch shot in NBA history?
Ray Allen's clutch three-pointer with 5.2 seconds left in Game 6 of the 2013
NBA Finals tied the game and helped the Miami Heat eventually win the
championship.

Which shot is known as the 'Shot Heard Round the
World' in the NBA?
Derek Fisher's 0.4-second buzzer-beater for the Los Angeles Lakers against
the San Antonio Spurs in the 2004 playoffs is known as the 'Shot Heard Round
the World.'



What was Damian Lillard's most famous shot in NBA
history?
Damian Lillard's series-winning 37-foot buzzer-beater against the Houston
Rockets in the 2014 playoffs is one of the most famous shots in recent NBA
history.

How do analysts rank the best shots in NBA history?
Analysts typically rank the best NBA shots based on factors like game
importance, difficulty, timing (buzzer-beaters), and impact on a team's
legacy or championship run.

Additional Resources
1. Clutch Moments: The Greatest Shots in NBA History
This book chronicles the most unforgettable shots in NBA history, from
buzzer-beaters to game-winners. It explores the context behind each shot, the
players involved, and the impact on their careers and teams. Filled with
vivid storytelling and analysis, it captures the drama and excitement that
define basketball’s most iconic moments.

2. Last Second Legends: NBA’s Most Iconic Game-Winning Shots
Focusing on the tension and thrill of last-second shots, this book highlights
the athletes who thrived under pressure. It covers legendary players like
Michael Jordan, Kobe Bryant, and LeBron James, showcasing their ability to
change the course of games in mere seconds. Fans will appreciate the detailed
breakdowns and the historical significance of each shot.

3. Shooting for Glory: NBA’s Best Buzzer-Beaters
An in-depth look at buzzer-beating shots that have sealed victories and
created unforgettable memories. This book delves into the strategy, skill,
and sheer nerve required to sink shots as the clock expires. It also features
interviews and commentary from players and coaches who witnessed these
historic moments firsthand.

4. Swish: The Art of the Perfect NBA Shot
Exploring the technique and artistry behind the NBA’s most celebrated shots,
this book combines basketball science with player stories. It breaks down
shooting mechanics and highlights moments when skill met opportunity,
resulting in iconic baskets. Readers gain insight into how the perfect shot
is crafted under immense pressure.

5. Game Changers: Shots That Defined NBA Championships
This volume focuses on shots that turned the tide in NBA Finals and
championship-deciding games. From clutch three-pointers to decisive drives,
it tells the stories of how these moments cemented legacies and altered
franchise histories. It’s a must-read for fans interested in the high stakes
of playoff basketball.



6. Heroes of the Hardwood: Legendary NBA Shots and Their Makers
Profiling the players behind the NBA’s most legendary shots, this book
celebrates their skill, courage, and determination. It provides biographical
sketches alongside detailed accounts of their defining moments on the court.
The narratives reveal the human side of basketball greatness and the pressure
of performing on the biggest stages.

7. From Downtown: The Evolution of the NBA’s Long-Range Shots
Tracing the rise of the long-range shot in NBA history, this book covers the
transition from mid-range dominance to the era of the three-point revolution.
It highlights key players and shots that changed how the game is played,
including Steph Curry’s transformational impact. The book combines historical
analysis with thrilling game highlights.

8. Frozen in Time: NBA’s Most Memorable Shot Replays
Focusing on the visual legacy of NBA’s greatest shots, this book compiles
iconic images and replays that have been etched into basketball history. It
discusses the cultural and emotional resonance of these moments and how
they’ve been immortalized through media. Fans will enjoy the blend of
photography and storytelling.

9. The Shot Clock: Pressure, Precision, and NBA’s Greatest Scoring Moments
This book examines the role of the shot clock in creating some of the NBA’s
most dramatic scoring plays. It details how players manage time constraints
to execute perfect shots under intense pressure. Through compelling anecdotes
and game analysis, it reveals the intricate dance between timing and talent
that defines basketball’s best shots.
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  best shots in nba history: Best NBA Centers of All Time Patrick Donnelly, 2014-08-01 This title
features some of the greatest NBA Centers of all time: George Mikan, Wilt Chamberlain, Kareem
Abdul-Jabbar and Shaquille O'Neal just to name a few! Basketball fans will love Spotlight stats and
informative boxes for each player. Not to mention great full-color and historic action photographs.
Aligned to Common Core standards and correlated to state standards. SportsZone is an imprint of
Abdo Publishing, a division of ABDO.
  best shots in nba history: 40 Greatest Players in Boston Celtics Basketball History
Robert W. Cohen, 2017-08 Biographical profiles and stats of forty prominent Boston Celtics players.
--
  best shots in nba history: Legends: The Best Players, Games, and Teams in Basketball
Howard Bryant, 2017-12-26 From Magic Johnson to Michael Jordan to LeBron James to Steph Curry,
ESPN's Howard Bryant presents the best from the hardwood--a collection of NBA champions and
superstars for young sports fans! Fast-paced, adrenaline-filled, and brimming with out-of-this-world
athleticism, basketball has won the hearts of fans all across America—yet it is particularly popular
among kids and teens. Giants of the game like Steph Curry, LeBron, and Michael Jordan have
transcended the sport to become cultural icons and role models to young fans. From the cornfields
of Indiana and the hills of North Carolina, to the urban sprawl of New York City, Chicago and L.A.,
love of the game stretches from coast to coast. Featuring Top Ten Lists to chew on and debate, and a
Top 40-style Timeline of Key Moments in Basektball History, this comprehensive collection includes
the greatest dynasties, from the Bill Russell-era Celtics, to the Magic Jonson-led Lakers, to the
Jordan-led Bulls, right up to the Tim Duncan-led Spurs. All the greats take flight toward the hoop in
this perfect book for young fans who dream about stepping on an NBA court. A trove of awesome
athletic feats, game-changing stars of the past and present, and rich fodder for heated
arguments.--Booklist Hoops fans will find a goldmine of information guaranteed to deepen their
basketball knowledge and their understanding of the game.--VOYA An easy hook for serious sports
fans.--School Library Journal
  best shots in nba history: The 100 Greatest American Athletes Martin Gitlin, 2018-10-15
From Babe Ruth to Michael Phelps, Billie Jean King to Tony Hawk, American athletes have been a
source of pride and accomplishment throughout the nation’s history. While there have been plenty of
athlete biographies, sports profiles, and behind-the scenes looks at various professional sports, no
book has attempted to rank the greatest American athletes of all time. Until now. In The100 Greatest
American Athletes, Martin Gitlin ranks the best of the best using a point system to assess each
individual’s achievements, versatility, and athleticism, as well as the physical requirements of the
sport or sports in which they participated. The final tally of these points provides the ranking for
each athlete in the book, which is sure to spark lively conversation. Some of the most iconic names
in sports history can be found here, including Muhammad Ali, Jim Brown, Larry Byrd, LeBron James,
Mickey Mantle, Joe Montana, Jesse Owens, Mark Spitz, Tiger Woods, and Babe Didrikson Zaharias.
It can be difficult to compare bobsledders to boxers, figure-skaters to football players, shot-putters
to skiers. This book, however, attempts to do just that in an accurate, fair manner that honors those
who made valuable contributions to American sports and culture. Sports fans will undoubtedly enjoy
debating the ranking of these remarkable individuals, making The100 Greatest American Athletes a
must read.
  best shots in nba history: Basketball's Greatest Records Ryan Nagelhout, 2014-12-15 Kareem
Abdul-Jabbar scored 38,387 points during his professional basketball career! Readers discover this
and many other fascinating facts as they explore the history of basketball and its most impressive
records. From points to blocks, the fundamentals of the sport are explained in a creative
way—through the players who were the best at each aspect of the game. Engaging photographs
accompany informative text about both men’s and women’s basketball, and stat boxes help readers
learn to use charts to compare information. Biographies of the game’s most famous players are also
included.
  best shots in nba history: Pro Basketball's All-Time All-Stars Robert W. Cohen, 2013-03-14



The history of the NBA has been filled with superstars, names known to fans and non-fans alike. But
while comparisons between athletes who competed against each other face-to-face is a common
occurrence in the sports world, it is not quite as easy to compare players from different eras. How
would Wilt Chamberlain stack up against Shaquille O'Neal? What about LeBron James and Larry
Bird, or Magic Johnson and Oscar Robertson? In Pro Basketball’s All-Time All-Stars: Across the Eras,
Robert Cohen not only examines the best players from each era, but also ranks the five greatest
players at each position in the history of the pro game. Dividing the history of professional
basketball into five distinct eras, this book first describes the style of play that prevailed during each
period. From the slow-paced, rough-and-tumble style of play that characterized the NBA during its
formative years, to the up-tempo, high-flying style that currently prevails, Pro Basketball’s All-Time
All-Stars gives an in-depth view of how the game has evolved. For each of the five eras, Cohen has
selected the best players to man the five positions on the court, providing career bios for each. To
determine the best of the best, Cohen considers the level of dominance each player reached during
his time in the league, his individual statistics, the degree to which he impacted the fortunes of his
team, and the extent to which he improved his teammates’ level of play. Individual honors and
quotes from teammates and opponents alike are used to support the rankings. Covering NBA greats
such as Bob Pettit, Bill Russell, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Michael Jordan, and Kobe Bryant, this book
will appeal to basketball fans of all generations, and to any NBA fan interested in the history of the
game.
  best shots in nba history: The Top 20 Moments in Cleveland Sports Bob Dyer, 2007-04
Relive some of the most memorable and sensational events in Cleveland sports history. Many of
them are known by shorthand: Red Right 88. The Drive. The Fumble. The Shot. Beer Night. Some
were gut-wrenching. Some, like the 1964 NFL championship game, were glorious. All are highlight
of the shared experience of all Cleveland sports fans.
  best shots in nba history: Basketball Records Chrös McDougall, 2020-08-01 This title
describes the record-breaking athletes and teams of basketball. With compelling images, fun facts,
and an Impossible to Break special feature, this book provides an engaging overview of basketball's
records and the athletes who set them.
  best shots in nba history: Top 10 Basketball Shot-blockers Jeff C. Young, 2000 Profiles the
lives and careers of ten of the best shot-blockers in professional basketball history, including Kareem
Abdul-Jabbar, Patrick Ewing, and David Robinson.
  best shots in nba history: The Best Los Angeles Sports Arguments J.A Adande, 2007-11-01
100 great sports debates for each city—from who was the best coach to what was the best play of all
time. The perfect gift for sports fans—the series that's sweeping the nation, and is already a hit in
Boston, Chicago and New York. The best debates for rabid fans The Best Sports Arguments gives
each city or region all the best arguments of their hometown teams, with expert answers from top
sports media figures. In fact, the Best Sports Arguments series is the #1 sports debates series on the
market! Why? -Each book features 100 debates, the most of any series! -Each city's book is written
by authors well-known in the region, leading to fan recognition and media interest. -They make
perfect gifts for sports fans of any age. -And the debates go on!
  best shots in nba history: NBA List Jam! Pat Williams, Michael Connelly, 2012-09-25 NBA
List Jam! is an entertaining and informative collection of 125+ ranked lists that discuss and debate
the people, games, events, and ephemera that have made the NBA the spectator sport of choice for
millions in North America and beyond. The wide variety of list topics include Greatest Teams, Best
Comebacks, Best High School to NBA Stars, Worst Collapses, Best Pure Shooters, Oddest Hairdos,
Greatest Players from the Big 5, Top NBA Announcers, Best/Worst Uniforms, and much, much more!
Each of the NBA's 30 teams has one list dedicated to it, contributed by one of that team's most
prominent personalities past or present. The book features big-name guest contributors throughout
-- players, coaches, media, and more -- including Doug Collins, Clark Kellogg, Jeannie Buss, Dan
Shaughnessy, Craig Sager, and many more! And the ambitious finale ranks the Top 100 Players in
NBA History. Hoops fans everywhere will have a ball reading and ranting about the best, worst,



oddest, funniest, most intense, and most memorable events and moments that have made the NBA a
multibillion dollar global enterprise.
  best shots in nba history: Focus On: 100 Most Popular National Basketball Association
All-Stars Wikipedia contributors,
  best shots in nba history: 100 Things Mavericks Fans Should Know & Do Before They Die Tim
Cato, Mark Cuban, 2017-11-15 Most Dallas Mavericks fans have attended a game at the American
Airlines Center, marveled at Dirk Nowitzki's highlight-reel plays, and remember exactly where they
were when the Mavs won the NBA Championship in 2011. But only real fans supported the team
through an 11-win season, know the full story of the team coming to Dallas, and followed along
every step of the way during the DeAndre Jordan fiasco. 100 Things Mavericks Fans Should Know &
Do Before They Die is the ultimate resource guide for true fans of Mavs Basketball. Whether you're a
die-hard fan from the days of Mark Aguirre and Rolando Blackman or a newer supporter in the Mark
Cuban era, this book contains everything Mavericks fans should know, see, and do in their lifetime.
  best shots in nba history: Basketball For Dummies Richard Phelps, 2011-03-16 Basketball is
the most popular participatory sport in the United States. As simple as the game often
seems—throwing a ball through a hoop—there are many aspects of the game that go unnoticed. But
with Basketball For Dummies, Second Edition, you’ll get the inside scoop on hoops. Whether you’re
a player, a fan, or a coach, Basketball For Dummies, Second Edition will get you better acquainted to
the game, so you can play it better, coach it smarter, or appreciate it more as a spectator. Former
Notre Dame head coach Digger Phelps begins with the fundamentals and quickly moves up court
from there. From playing a pick-up game to watching March Madness on TV to the excitement of the
NBA Playoffs, Phelps has come up with a game plan that shows you how to have fun with the game,
while you become familiar with it. By the final buzzer, you’ll have pulled down pointers on how to
play the game, how to look good on the court, how to coach it, how to watch it, ho w to strategize,
and even how to talk trash on the playground. Within these pages, you’ll also discover how to: Suit
up for the court Get into basketball shape Play effective offense and defense Use signature moves
from NBA greats Shoot quality free-throws Join fantasy leagues and get great stuff online From the
basics to the latest coaching drills and techniques, this friendly reference offers you expert advice on
the plays, strategies, and moves on and off the court—from high school to college hoops, to the
WNBA, and beyond.
  best shots in nba history: The Everything Kids' Basketball Book, 4th Edition Bob
Schaller, Dave Harnish, 2019-10-29 Learn the latest statistics along with information on all your
favorite players in the newest edition of the bestselling The Everything Kids’ Basketball Book,
featuring great tips for mastering the game! Learn how to play like a pro—and win—the fun game of
basketball! Filled with dozens of games, puzzles, and activities, this book shows kids how to be a
wizard on the court, hitting jumpers like Jordan while also learning the importance of teamwork.
Covering everything you need to know about basketball, The Everything Kids’ Basketball Book
explains all the rules of the game, the history of the sport, and information on your favorite players.
Featuring up-to-date records of the NBA, WNBA, NCAA, and Olympic basketball, you’ll learn how to
stay active and healthy while playing the sport you love.
  best shots in nba history: The Good, the Bad, & the Ugly: Los Angeles Lakers Steven
Travers, 2007-08-01 Genuine fans take the best team moments with the less than great, and know
that the games that are best forgotten make the good moments truly shine. This monumental book of
the Los Angeles Lakers documents all the best moments and personalities in the history of the team,
but also unmasks the regrettably awful and the unflinchingly ugly. In entertaining—and
unsparing—fashion, this book sparkles with Lakers highlights and lowlights, from wonderful and
wacky memories to the famous and infamous. Such moments include the 33-game winning streak of
the 1960s as well as the implosion of the 2004-2005 team. Whether providing fond memories, goose
bumps, or laughs, this portrait of the team is sure to appeal to the fan who has been through it all.
  best shots in nba history: A History of Sports Video Games Lu Zhouxiang, 2024-12-09 This
book explores the history of sports and sports-themed video games, providing a comprehensive and



holistic view of this complex and diverse genre. The author highlights the influence of technological
advancement, industry competition and popular culture on game design, marketing strategies and
user experience. Offering valuable insights into the historical process of interaction and integration
between real-world sport and video games, this volume will enrich existing scholarship on video
games. This volume is a valuable contribution to the fields of both game studies and sports studies,
and will be perfect for those interested in the history of science and technology as well as social and
cultural history.
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