
best man speech example

best man speech example serves as a valuable guide for crafting a memorable and engaging toast
at a wedding. Delivering a best man speech is an honorable responsibility that combines humor,
sentiment, and respect to celebrate the groom and the newlyweds. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of what makes an effective best man speech, including structure, tone, and
content tips. Readers will find practical advice on how to personalize their speech, appropriate
topics to cover, and common pitfalls to avoid. Whether preparing for a formal wedding or a casual
celebration, understanding these elements ensures a speech that resonates with guests and honors
the occasion. Following this introduction is a detailed table of contents outlining the key sections
covered in the article.
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Writing Tips for an Effective Speech

Delivery Techniques for Impactful Presentation

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Best Man Speeches

Understanding the Purpose of a Best Man Speech
The best man speech example helps clarify the fundamental purpose of this traditional address. The
speech is not only a tribute to the groom but also a way to honor the couple’s union. It serves to
entertain the audience, share meaningful stories, and express well-wishes for the newlyweds’ future
together. The speech typically reflects the best man’s relationship with the groom, offering personal
insight while maintaining respect and dignity. Understanding this purpose is crucial to crafting a
speech that strikes the right emotional balance and keeps the audience engaged throughout the
delivery.

The Role of the Best Man
The best man is traditionally the groom’s closest friend or family member, tasked with supporting
the groom before and during the wedding. Delivering the speech is one of the key duties. This role
carries the responsibility of representing the groom’s character and sharing anecdotes that highlight
his positive qualities. The speech should reinforce the bond between the groom and best man while
celebrating the new chapter in the groom’s life.



Audience Expectations
Guests at a wedding expect a best man speech to be heartfelt, entertaining, and appropriate for all
ages. The tone should balance humor with sincerity, avoiding controversial or overly personal topics.
The speech often serves as a highlight of the reception, setting the mood for the rest of the
celebration. Recognizing these audience expectations can help tailor the speech content and
delivery style accordingly.

Structuring Your Best Man Speech
A well-organized structure is essential for an effective best man speech example. A clear beginning,
middle, and end facilitate a smooth flow and help maintain audience interest. Typically, the speech
lasts between five to seven minutes, which allows sufficient time for meaningful content without
losing attention. Proper structure also aids in managing nerves, providing a roadmap for the speaker
to follow during delivery.

Introduction
The introduction should capture attention and establish the speaker’s identity and relationship to the
groom. It often includes a greeting, an expression of gratitude for being chosen as best man, and a
light-hearted remark to set a positive tone. Starting with a relevant quote or a brief story can also be
effective.

Body
The body contains the core messages of the speech. It typically includes personal stories about the
groom, reflections on the couple’s relationship, and anecdotes that evoke laughter or emotion. This
section should maintain a logical flow, transitioning smoothly between topics. Highlighting the
groom’s qualities and the positive impact of the bride enriches the narrative.

Conclusion
The conclusion usually consists of well-wishes for the couple’s future and a formal toast. It provides
closure and leaves the audience with a warm, celebratory feeling. Ending on an uplifting note
reinforces the overall message of love and happiness.

Content Ideas for the Best Man Speech
Choosing the right content is vital for a compelling best man speech example. The speech should
balance humor and sincerity while respecting the occasion’s formality. Selecting anecdotes and
topics that resonate with both the couple and the audience enhances the speech’s impact.



Personal Stories
Including personal stories about the groom creates a connection with the audience. These stories
should highlight the groom’s character, shared experiences, and memorable moments. Avoid overly
embarrassing or inappropriate tales to maintain decorum.

Compliments and Praise
Praising the groom’s positive traits and the bride’s influence reinforces the celebratory nature of the
speech. Compliments should be genuine and thoughtful, reflecting the speaker’s true sentiments.
Acknowledging the couple’s compatibility and happiness is also important.

Humor and Wit
Incorporating humor helps keep the audience engaged and lightens the mood. Well-placed jokes or
witty remarks related to the groom or marriage can enhance the speech’s appeal. However, humor
should be tasteful and inclusive to avoid offending anyone.

Quotes and Sayings
Using relevant quotes or sayings about love, friendship, or marriage can add depth to the speech.
These elements provide a literary touch that complements personal remarks and helps convey
universal sentiments.

Toast to the Couple
The final toast is a traditional and essential part of the best man speech. It should be heartfelt and
succinct, inviting guests to raise their glasses in honor of the bride and groom. This moment
encapsulates the speech’s purpose and celebrates the union.

Writing Tips for an Effective Speech
Crafting a successful best man speech example requires careful writing and preparation. Attention
to detail and thoughtful composition enhance clarity and emotional resonance.

Start Early and Plan
Begin writing the speech well in advance of the wedding to allow ample time for revision and
practice. Planning the main points before drafting helps organize thoughts and ensures
comprehensive coverage of important topics.



Keep It Concise
A concise speech avoids overwhelming the audience and keeps attention focused. Aim to deliver key
messages within a reasonable time frame, typically five to seven minutes.

Use Clear Language
Employ straightforward and accessible language to ensure the speech is easily understood by all
guests. Avoid jargon or overly complex vocabulary that might distract or confuse listeners.

Edit and Revise
Review and refine the speech multiple times to eliminate redundancies, improve flow, and correct
any grammatical errors. Practice reading aloud to identify awkward phrasing and improve delivery.

Delivery Techniques for Impactful Presentation
The effectiveness of a best man speech example depends not only on content but also on delivery.
Confident and engaging presentation enhances the audience’s experience and reinforces the
speech’s message.

Practice Regularly
Frequent rehearsal builds confidence and familiarity with the speech. Practicing in front of friends
or family can provide valuable feedback and reduce anxiety.

Maintain Eye Contact
Engaging the audience through eye contact creates a connection and keeps attention focused. It also
conveys confidence and sincerity.

Use Appropriate Body Language
Gestures and facial expressions complement verbal communication and add emphasis. Relaxed and
natural body language helps establish rapport with the audience.

Control Pace and Tone
Varying the pace and tone maintains interest and conveys emotion effectively. Pausing at key
moments allows important points to resonate with listeners.



Handle Nervousness
Techniques such as deep breathing and positive visualization can help manage nerves. Focusing on
the speech’s purpose and the audience’s support reduces anxiety.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Best Man Speeches
Awareness of common pitfalls helps ensure the best man speech example remains respectful,
entertaining, and appropriate. Avoiding these errors contributes to a successful presentation.

Overindulgence in Humor
Excessive or inappropriate jokes can alienate the audience and detract from the speech’s sincerity.
Humor should be balanced with genuine sentiment.

Sharing Embarrassing Stories
Stories that embarrass the groom or guests may cause discomfort and are best avoided. Respect for
privacy and dignity is paramount.

Reading the Speech Verbatim
Relying too heavily on a script can hinder natural delivery and audience engagement. Familiarity
with the speech allows for a more conversational tone.

Ignoring Time Limits
Exceeding the recommended duration may lead to audience fatigue. Keeping the speech concise
respects the event’s schedule and guests’ attention spans.

Neglecting the Audience
Failing to consider the diverse audience can result in content that is inappropriate or unrelatable.
Tailoring the speech to suit the crowd enhances its effectiveness.

Understand the purpose and role of the best man speech

Structure the speech with a clear introduction, body, and conclusion

Incorporate personal stories, compliments, humor, and quotes

Write concisely and plan ahead



Practice delivery techniques such as eye contact and pacing

Avoid common mistakes like inappropriate humor and excessive length

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a good example of a best man speech opening?
A good opening for a best man speech could be: 'Good evening everyone, for those of you who don't
know me, I'm [Name], the best man and lifelong friend of the groom. It's an honor to stand here
today to celebrate this amazing couple.'

How long should a best man speech example be?
A best man speech should ideally be between 5 to 7 minutes long. This length is enough to share
meaningful stories, express gratitude, and offer well wishes without losing the audience's attention.

What are key elements to include in a best man speech
example?
Key elements include an introduction, a humorous or heartfelt story about the groom, compliments
to the bride, words about the couple's relationship, and a sincere toast to their future together.

Can you provide a short best man speech example?
Sure! 'Hello everyone, I’m [Name], the best man. I’ve known [Groom] since we were kids, and I’ve
never seen him as happy as he is with [Bride]. They truly bring out the best in each other. Let’s raise
a glass to a lifetime of love and laughter for this incredible couple.'

How to make a best man speech example funny but
appropriate?
Use light-hearted humor that is personal but respectful. Avoid embarrassing or controversial topics.
Share funny anecdotes that highlight the groom’s good qualities and end on a positive, heartfelt
note.

What mistakes to avoid in a best man speech example?
Avoid offensive jokes, long-winded stories, drinking too much before the speech, and forgetting to
thank important people like the hosts, the couple, and guests.

Are there cultural considerations when preparing a best man



speech example?
Yes, it’s important to consider cultural norms and traditions related to weddings and public
speaking. Tailor your speech to respect the couple’s background and the audience’s expectations.

Where can I find more best man speech examples?
You can find more best man speech examples on wedding websites, forums like Reddit, YouTube
channels dedicated to wedding speeches, and books on public speaking or wedding etiquette.

Additional Resources
1. The Best Man’s Speech Handbook: Crafting the Perfect Toast
This comprehensive guide walks you through the entire process of preparing a memorable best man
speech. It offers tips on structure, humor, and sincerity to ensure your toast resonates with the
audience. Whether you’re a seasoned speaker or a nervous novice, this handbook provides practical
advice to boost your confidence.

2. From Nervous to Notable: Best Man Speech Examples and Tips
Packed with real-life examples and expert advice, this book is designed to help you overcome anxiety
and deliver a heartfelt speech. It includes various speech templates that can be customized to fit
different personalities and wedding styles. Readers will learn how to balance humor and emotion
effectively.

3. Mastering the Best Man Speech: Stories, Jokes, and Sentiments
This book combines storytelling techniques with humor and heartfelt moments to create engaging
speeches. It provides a collection of jokes and anecdotes that you can adapt to your own speech. The
author emphasizes the importance of authenticity and connection with the audience.

4. The Art of the Toast: Best Man Speech Examples for Every Occasion
Focused on the tradition and etiquette of wedding toasts, this book offers examples suitable for
formal and informal settings. It guides readers on how to tailor their speech to the couple’s
personalities and wedding themes. The book also covers common pitfalls to avoid during your
delivery.

5. Best Man Speech Made Easy: A Step-by-Step Guide
This step-by-step manual breaks down the speech-writing process into manageable stages, from
brainstorming to final rehearsal. It encourages readers to incorporate personal stories and
meaningful messages to create a lasting impression. The book also includes tips on public speaking
and handling unexpected situations.

6. Humor and Heart: Crafting the Perfect Best Man Speech
Balancing wit and warmth, this book explores how to infuse your speech with humor without
overshadowing the emotional significance. It provides examples of funny yet respectful jokes and
stories suitable for a wide audience. The author offers advice on reading the room and adapting your
speech accordingly.

7. The Ultimate Best Man Speech Collection
A curated anthology of some of the best best man speeches from around the world, this book serves



as a great source of inspiration. It showcases speeches of varying lengths and tones, from
lighthearted and funny to deeply moving. Readers can draw ideas and adapt styles that suit their
own voice.

8. Speak Like a Pro: Best Man Speech Writing and Delivery
This guide combines speechwriting techniques with public speaking strategies to help you shine on
the big day. It covers everything from choosing the right words to managing nerves and engaging
your audience. The book also includes exercises to improve your delivery and presence.

9. The Best Man’s Guide to Memorable Wedding Speeches
Focused on creating speeches that leave a lasting impact, this book emphasizes storytelling and
emotional connection. It includes advice on how to honor the groom and couple while keeping the
audience entertained. Practical tips on timing, tone, and personalization make it a valuable resource
for any best man.

Best Man Speech Example
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  best man speech example: How To Make a Brilliant Best Man's Speech Phillip
Khan-Panni, 2017-03-30 How to make a great, best man's speech - and a guide to being a great best
man. In this book Phillip Khan-Panni uses his expertise as a champion professional speaker to help
the best man with the terrifying prospect of writing and delivering The Speech. He guides you on the
vital preparation of your speech and tells you how to use stories, jokes and quotations that will lift it
well above the bare necessities. With the author`s help and his professional tips and techniques, you
will be able to make a really entertaining and moving speech that will be remembered for a long
time to come. You might even enjoy making it as much as the guests do hearing it! There are also
checklists and further advice to help you organise the whole occasion so that the big day honours
the groom and his bride and thoroughly impresses their friends and relations
  best man speech example: Best Man Wedding Speeches Luna Pearl, 2012-02-25 Your
buddy is getting married and you are asked to be his best man, a best man wedding speech comes in
to your mind. You want to deliver the best man speech with fun and memorable. Best Man Wedding
Speeches gives you the guidance on how to write a best man wedding speech with samples and
examples of funny and touchy ideas. It also covers wedding etiquette, the do’s and dont’s of jokes in
a wedding speech and finish with a smashing toast. Find out the way to write best speeches in Best
Man Wedding Speeches now.
  best man speech example: Making the Best Man's Speech John Bowden, 2011-06-01 This is a
guide for prospective best men which aims to answer the anxieties about making the speech. It
offers advice on speech-making essentials, great openings, strong middles, big finishes, plus putting
it all together and delivering the speech itself.
  best man speech example: The Fast Way to a Perfect Best Man's Speech: Bullet Guides Matt
Avery, 2011-10-28 Open this book and you will Bring laughter and tears Deliver great jokes Speak
with confidence Keep them hooked
  best man speech example: Be the Best, Best Man & Make a stunning Speech! Phillip
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Khan-Panni, 2014-02-21 The focus of this book is on that brief but terrifying prospect: the Best
Man's speech. The book includes techniques for using stories, jokes and quotations that will lift your
speech well above the bare necessities, helping you not only to make the speech, but also to enjoy it.
More than just a guide to the Best Man's speech, this book is a one-stop guide to being a really
effective, all round, Best Man. Above all its purpose is to help you enjoy your role as Best Man and to
make it an occasion that honours the groom and his chosen bride.
  best man speech example: Best Man's Duties Chris Akerman, 2014-03-20 Being asked to be a
best man is a great honour... but there's the terrifying prospect of giving the speech. There's the
stag party to organise, but where do you start? Then there are all those other duties, not to mention
the general support you'll need to give the groom. Pretty soon you may be feeling a bit overwhelmed
and start to wonder how you can get out of it. Well I'm afraid that's generally not an option, as in
this case the groom is like Don Corleone in the Godfather: he has made you an offer you can't refuse.
This book will help you rise to the challenge. Written in an informal and lively style it guides you
through all your duties from comprehensively exploring the options for the stag party to ensuring
you are fully prepared to deliver a great speech on the day (to help with this the book includes 10
original, entertaining and inventive sample speeches). Its detailed guidance should ensure that
anyone chosen to be best man will be able to fulfil the role with confidence and in doing so really
enjoy the experience.
  best man speech example: How To Be The Best, Best Man Ron Scribner, 2023-05-15 Finally! A
must-have book that will make your special day even better. This book is a complete guide on really
how to be the very best man for your special buddy, the future groom. Once your brother, best
friend, work associate, or whoever asks you to be his best man, it is a very special and significant
time for both of you. I have stood at several weddings and was the Best Man in two of them. Being
the Best Man is not just a title you obtain after saying, Yes, of course I will! It is a huge responsibility
with many duties to conquer. Yes, believe it or not, there is much more to just start thinking about
the bachelor party, which I've since learned from experience. Did I forget some things I needed to do
for my pal? Of course I did. Even after the second time. So I started writing down everything I could
think of and learned so much more from extensive research. And remember, yes, there is a lot
involved and much to do, but enjoy the process. It only happens once. This book will make the future
bride and groom very happy with their decision to choose you to be the best person they could have
ever asked to have this honor. So get ready to be the very best, best man you could ever be!
  best man speech example: Perfect Wedding Speeches and Toasts George Davidson,
2009-05-27 Perfect Wedding Speeches and Toasts is an invaluable guide to preparing and delivering
unforgettable speeches. Covering everything from advice on mastering your nerves to tips about
how to make a real impact, it walks you through every aspect of preparing for the big day and
speaking in public. Whether you're the father of the bride, the bride herself, the groom or the best
man, Perfect Wedding Speeches and Toasts will help make sure your speech goes off without a
hitch. The Perfect series is a range of practical guides that give clear and straightforward advice on
everything from getting your first job to choosing your baby's name. Written by experienced authors
offering tried-and-tested tips, each book contains all you need to get it right first time.
  best man speech example: Cognitive and Emotional Study Strategies for Students with
Dyslexia in Higher Education Amanda T. Abbott-Jones, 2023-09-28 Provides techniques for
dealing with study tasks both cognitively and emotionally for students with dyslexia in higher
education.
  best man speech example: Writing Comedy John Byrne, 2012-02-16 Comedy has always been
one of the most high-profile, glamorous and potentially lucrative markets for scriptwriters, but it is
also perceived as one of the hardest. In the fourth edition of this highly regarded handbook, John
Byrne breaks down the basics of writing comedy into simple steps and shows you how to make the
most of your own comedy writing talent and - just as importantly - your ability to market that talent.
Here is a wealth of practical advice both on how to get your career off the ground and how to keep
developing it. Whether you are writing comedy routines, sketches or sitcoms, and aiming your work



at the page, the stage or the ever-expanding world of broadcasting, you will find something in this
book to encourage, inform and inspire you. As with any art form, the basics of good comedy never go
out of fashion. While the easy steps in this book are illustrated with examples of work by classic
comedians old and new, you will also find useful advice on developing and adapting your work for
the twenty-first century market, whether your aim is to promote your work online or simply to keep
your gags fresh and topical in a world where the news changes by the minute and gets flashed
around the world in seconds.
  best man speech example: Avid Liquid 7 for Windows Paul Ekert, 2005-12-21 Need to
master Avid Liquid 7 fast? Try a Visual QuickPro! This best-selling reference’s visual format and
step-by-step, task-based instructions will have you up and running with this popular editing software
in no time. In this completely updated edition of our best-selling guide to Avid Liquid (formerly
known as Pinnacle Liquid), leading Avid evangelist and filmmaking consultant Paul Ekert uses
crystal-clear instructions and friendly prose to introduce you everything that’s new in Avid Liquid 7.
Filled with step-by-step, task-based instructions and loads of visual aids, this book explains how to
effectively use Avid Liquid 7 to streamline your workflow; enhance your creativity; use primary
functions such as Timeline, FX, Titles, Audio, DVD creation; and more. Along the way, you'll find
extensive coverage of all the program's new features: SmartSound (enables you to quickly create
soundtracks from a library of samples); Real-time Time Warp (see your slow-mo without rendering);
50 new special effects; dozens of style and compositing effects taken from Commotion; and more! •
Takes a visual, task-based approach to guiding you through advanced topics and applying what you
learn • Works like a reference book—you look up what you need and then get straight to work •
Concise, straightforward steps and explanations offer the fastest way to learn tasks and concepts
  best man speech example: Return of the Drama Prince Richard Segal, 2013-02-07 Return
of the Drama Prince is the sequel to 2011s Nectar of the Lavender, fifteen years down the road.
Rather than young, single, and gainfully employed, our main character is married with three
children and now freelances, but in a most unexpected industrial pursuit. He has outgrown
depression but has been unable to tackle in his mind sources of his inner social and professional
conflict. Hes outwardly relaxed and life should be fine, but he cant escape the Doldrums, and he
fears he may run out of time before they envelop him. This condition he masks through exaggerated
courtesy and friendliness, the opposite of his no-holds-barred approach to mediocrity and
misanthropism when younger. Rather than society thugs obliging a fire-with-fire plan of attack, the
new battle is against the passive aggressive, those with glupie tendencies and enemies of civility and
efficiency. If you choose to fight city hall, the fight may never end. His decadence-era relationships
are over, replaced by friendships with straighter-laced family men and white-collar workers of his
bedroom community, including the bleeding heart conservative Lanford, public relations advisor to
stars and bars, with occasional PR problems of his own. The in-laws visit, but this is opportunity
rather than threat or worry. In confronting his demons, he revisits painful memories, and for ease of
vanquishing, or so he thinks, he rolls them all into two. There is no lack of sensations uncovered
during this journey, during which he comes into contact with a true American quilt.
  best man speech example: Effective Call Center: Soft Skills ,
  best man speech example: A Minority of One Wally Payne, 2005-05 Notwithstanding his
swift progression through the ranks, the author's contempt for those he considers unworthy of
positions of authority remains undiminished. An inability to bear fools gladly, his outspoken manner
and a reputation as a fighter of lost causes does little to endear him to his commanders. His primary
concerns are to enjoy life to the full and the well-being of the men in his charge. He claims a
modicum of success on both fronts. To the bewilderment of many and the utter disgust of others, the
Army sees fit to commission the man so adept at swimming against the tide. It's said that, on
moonless nights at the Royal Military Police Training Centre in Chichester, the ghostly sound of
resentful retching into galvanized buckets may be heard to this day.
  best man speech example: Low Life Lawyer Michael Simmons, 2016-10-11 Low Life Lawyer
details the rise and fall – and rise again – of a rogue lawyer who is also a talented jazz clarinet



musician. Inspired by a lengthy legal and journalist career, Michael Simmons has taken inspiration
from novelists such as John Grisham and Kingsley Amis to bring us this gripping legal thriller,
featuring protagonist Richard Gregory plus a literary cameo from American jazz saxophonist,
clarinetist and composer Sidney Bechet. It’s set in the 1950s and 60s.
  best man speech example: The Accidental Proposal Matt Dunn, 2011-02-17 Ed Middleton is
ecstatic: he's just got engaged to his girlfriend, Sam, and he couldn't be happier. At least,
hethinkshe's engaged. The thing is, it was Sam who did the proposing, and the more he thinks about
it, the less he's sure that she was actually asking him to marry her. She could have just been asking
the question, you know...hypothetically. As the wedding day draws nearer, Ed becomes more and
more uneasy. Sam keeps disappearing off for furtive meetings and private phone calls, and when he
spies her going into a pub with a man he's never seen before, all his old jealousies and insecurities
threaten to re-surface. It's the perfect time for Ed's unhinged ex-girlfriend, Jane, to show up on his
doorstep. Meanwhile, Dan - Ed's best-friend and soon-to-be-best-man - is determined to throw him a
stag night to remember. And when a severely hung-over Ed wakes up the morning after the night
before to see a second dent in the pillow, it seems as if Dan has got his wish. Will Ed manage to find
out the truth about his stag night as well as the identity of Sam's secret man? Or will an accidental
proposal lead them both down the aisle to a wedding neither of them ever imagined?
  best man speech example: The Everything Bridesmaid Book Jennifer Lata Rung, 2004-01-01
The Everything Bridesmaid Book is a fun, practical guide to help you survive the chaotic wedding
process. As you'll soon find out, being a bridesmaid includes providing emotional and practical
support to the bride as she plans to her special day. It also means the added responsibilities and
stresses of planning a shower, dealing with the bride's family, handling the bride's roller coaster of
emotions, and let's not forget - buying that dress! The Everything Bridesmaid Book guides you
through: knowing bridesmaid etiquette dealing with psycho brides de-stressing the bride
coordinating the bridesmaid's luncheon budgeting for the dress, airfare, and hotel rooms handling
details the bride may forget, such as getting the bridal party to the church on time and much more
From practical considerations, such as planning a shower, to fun beauty tips to ugly dresses, The
Everything Bridesmaid Book is a must-have to help you get to and survive the big day!
  best man speech example: Perfect Best Man George Davidson, 2009-08-18 Perfect Best Man
is an indispensable guide to every aspect of the best man's role. Covering everything from
organising the stag night to making sure the big day runs according to plan, it walks you through
exactly what you need to do and gives great advice about getting everything done with the least
possible fuss.With checklists to make sure you have it all covered, troubleshooting sections for when
things go wrong, and a unique chapter on choosing and organising the ushers, Perfect Best Man has
everything you need to make sure you rise to the occasion. The Perfect series is a range of practical
guides that give clear and straightforward advice on everything from getting your first job to
choosing your baby's name. Written by experienced authors offering tried-and-tested tips, each book
contains all you need to get it right first time.
  best man speech example: The Gift of the Gab David Crystal, 2016-05-17 We all know
eloquence when we hear it. But what exactly is it? And how might we gain more of it for ourselves?
This entertaining and, yes, eloquent book illuminates the power of language from a linguistic point
of view and provides fascinating insights into the way we use words. David Crystal, a
world-renowned expert on the history and usage of the English language, probes the intricate
workings of eloquence. His lively analysis encompasses everyday situations (wedding speeches,
business presentations, storytelling) as well as the oratory of great public gatherings. Crystal
focuses on the here and now of eloquent speaking—from pitch, pace, and prosody to jokes,
appropriateness, and how to wield a microphone. He explains what is going on moment by moment
and examines each facet of eloquence. He also investigates topics such as the way current
technologies help or hinder our verbal powers, the psychological effects of verbal excellence, and
why certain places or peoples are thought to be more eloquent than others. In the core analysis of
the book, Crystal offers an extended and close dissection of Barack Obama’s electrifying “Yes we



can” speech of 2008, in which the president demonstrated full mastery of virtually every element of
eloquence—from the simple use of parallelism and an awareness of what not to say, to his brilliant
conclusion constructed around two powerful words: dreams and answers.
  best man speech example: Representing God Méadhbh McIvor, 2020-10-06 Over the past two
decades, increasing numbers of Britons possessing Christian views and beliefs have taken to the
courts to enforce what are framed as religious rights under both European and domestic legislation.
These cases typically involve Christians who have been penalized for seeking faith-based exemptions
from their conditions of employment - e.g. Christian registrars who claim a conscientious objection
to registering the marriages or civil partnerships of same-sex couples, or employees who ask for
exceptions to uniform policies that forbid the visible wearing of religious jewellery (crosses and
crucifixes). Observers of American politics and culture will be familiar with the view that devout
Christians are victims of secular intolerance. American right-wing evangelical groups have launched
well-funded legal challenges to federal and state laws with a view to establishing opt-out or
conscientious objection provisions of the sort noted above. (Some of these cases will be heard by the
U.S. Supreme Court soon.) The American connection to the English controversies is direct, as the
legal activism of English lobby organizations such as the Christian Legal Centre (CLC) is inspired by
American conservative legal strategies - and CLC also receives donations from American sources.
(Although it should be noted that most of CLC's donor base is English.) This is an especially delicate
matter in England - a country which maintains an established Church but which remains wary of
those who do God in public. This book is an ethnographic investigation of this contemporary issue
and is based on the author's two years of ethnographic research split between a conservative
Christian lobby group (CLC) and a conservative evangelical church in London. The author reveals
that evangelicals on the ground are deeply ambivalent about the impact of this legal theology.
Although some wholeheartedly support the legal battles waged by organizations like CLC and see
them as essential for allowing them to discharge their missionary obligations, others are concerned
about the possible negative consequences of using secular law as a vehicle for their faith and the
potential damage such legal strategies might do to their efforts to spread the Gospel--
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