
credible fear interview transcript

credible fear interview transcript is a crucial document in the U.S. immigration and
asylum process. This transcript records the detailed conversation between an asylum
seeker and an asylum officer during the credible fear interview, which determines whether
the individual has a credible fear of persecution or torture if returned to their home country.
Understanding the role and significance of the credible fear interview transcript is vital for
applicants, attorneys, and immigration officials. This article explores the purpose of the
interview, the process of obtaining the transcript, its contents, and how it impacts asylum
claims. Additionally, it examines common challenges related to the transcript and offers
guidance on effectively using it in asylum proceedings. The following sections provide a
comprehensive overview of the credible fear interview transcript and its role within the
broader asylum framework.
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The Purpose and Importance of the Credible Fear Interview
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Best Practices for Reviewing and Preparing with the Transcript

What Is a Credible Fear Interview Transcript?
A credible fear interview transcript is an official written record of the dialogue that takes
place during a credible fear interview conducted by a United States Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS) asylum officer. This interview is a preliminary screening
process designed to assess whether an individual who seeks asylum has a legitimate fear of
persecution or torture in their home country. The transcript captures the questions posed
by the officer and the responses provided by the asylum seeker, documenting critical
details about the applicant’s background, persecution claims, and supporting evidence.

Definition and Role
The transcript plays a pivotal role in the asylum process as it serves as a primary source of
information for immigration judges and legal representatives. It helps determine whether
the asylum seeker qualifies for further immigration relief or should be subjected to removal
proceedings. As an official record, the transcript must be accurate and complete to ensure



fair adjudication of the claim.

Legal Significance
Given its importance, the credible fear interview transcript is often reviewed by attorneys to
prepare for subsequent hearings. It can also be used to identify inconsistencies or
omissions in the applicant’s testimony, which may affect the credibility assessment. The
transcript thus becomes a foundational document in the asylum adjudication process.

The Purpose and Importance of the Credible Fear
Interview
The credible fear interview is a mandatory step for individuals detained by immigration
authorities who express a fear of returning to their home country. Its primary purpose is to
quickly identify those who may be eligible for asylum or other forms of protection.

Screening for Asylum Eligibility
During the interview, the asylum officer evaluates whether the applicant has a “significant
possibility” of establishing eligibility for asylum based on credible fear. This screening helps
prioritize cases with legitimate claims, ensuring that individuals at risk are protected while
streamlining the immigration system.

Protecting Vulnerable Individuals
The interview serves as a safeguard against expedited removal by providing a procedural
opportunity for applicants to present their fear claims. Without this process, many
individuals fleeing persecution might be removed without due consideration of their
circumstances.

How to Obtain a Credible Fear Interview
Transcript
Accessing the credible fear interview transcript is essential for applicants and their legal
counsel to prepare for asylum hearings and appeals. However, obtaining an official copy
requires following specific procedures.

Request Procedures
Applicants or their attorneys generally request the transcript through the Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) or directly from USCIS. It is advisable to submit a formal written



request specifying the applicant’s name, alien registration number, and the date of the
interview to facilitate processing.

Processing Time and Considerations
Request processing times vary, and delays are common due to high demand and
administrative backlogs. Legal representatives often advise requesting the transcript as
early as possible to ensure ample time for review before court appearances.

Contents of the Credible Fear Interview
Transcript
The transcript contains detailed information about the asylum seeker’s personal history, the
nature of the feared persecution, and other relevant circumstances. Understanding its
components is critical for evaluating the strength of the claim.

Key Elements Included

Applicant’s personal identifying information

Detailed questions asked by the asylum officer

Applicant’s responses describing past persecution or threats

Discussion of political, religious, or social group affiliation

Information about country conditions relevant to the claim

Notes on any inconsistencies or clarifications requested

Format and Style
The transcript is usually presented as a verbatim record, including the officer’s questions
and the applicant’s answers. It may also include summaries or observations made by the
officer regarding the interviewee’s demeanor or credibility.

Using the Transcript in Asylum Proceedings
The credible fear interview transcript serves multiple functions throughout the asylum
adjudication process, making it a vital document for all parties involved.



Preparation for Immigration Court Hearings
Attorneys use the transcript to prepare their clients for hearings by reviewing the
applicant’s statements and identifying areas that require further explanation or evidence. It
also helps in formulating legal arguments and anticipating questions from immigration
judges.

Evaluating Consistency and Credibility
Immigration judges rely on the transcript to assess the consistency of the asylum seeker’s
claim over time. Discrepancies between the transcript and later testimony may affect the
applicant’s credibility and the ultimate outcome of the case.

Common Challenges and Issues Related to the
Transcript
Several challenges can arise concerning credible fear interview transcripts, impacting
asylum seekers’ ability to effectively present their cases.

Errors and Omissions
Transcripts may contain transcription errors, incomplete information, or missing sections,
which can misrepresent the applicant's statements. Identifying and rectifying such errors is
critical for fair adjudication.

Language Barriers and Interpretation Quality
Since many asylum seekers speak limited English, interpretation quality during the
interview can affect transcript accuracy. Misinterpretations or incomplete translations may
lead to misunderstandings of the applicant’s claims.

Access and Timeliness
Delays in obtaining the transcript can hinder case preparation and may negatively impact
the applicant’s ability to respond effectively during hearings. Ensuring timely access
remains a persistent issue.

Best Practices for Reviewing and Preparing with
the Transcript
Properly utilizing the credible fear interview transcript can significantly enhance an asylum



seeker’s chances of success in immigration proceedings.

Thorough Review and Analysis
Legal representatives should carefully examine the transcript for accuracy, consistency,
and completeness. Attention to detail helps identify potential challenges and areas needing
additional evidence or clarification.

Preparing the Applicant
Reviewing the transcript with the applicant can help them recall key details and prepare for
questions they may face in court. This process also reduces anxiety and improves overall
case presentation.

Addressing Discrepancies
If inconsistencies or errors are found in the transcript, attorneys should prepare
explanations or submit corrections to the court where possible. Proactive management of
these issues supports the applicant’s credibility.

Organizing Supporting Documentation
Corroborating evidence such as country condition reports, medical records, and witness
statements should be aligned with the transcript to strengthen the asylum claim. Ensuring
all documents are cohesive improves the overall case narrative.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a credible fear interview transcript?
A credible fear interview transcript is a written record of the conversation between an
asylum seeker and a U.S. immigration officer during a credible fear interview, which
assesses whether the individual has a credible fear of persecution or torture if returned to
their home country.

Why is the credible fear interview transcript important?
The transcript is important because it documents the asylum seeker's statements and
responses, serving as evidence in their immigration case and helping immigration judges
and officers make informed decisions about asylum eligibility.



Can I request a copy of my credible fear interview
transcript?
Yes, asylum seekers have the right to request a copy of their credible fear interview
transcript, which can be useful for preparing their asylum case and legal representation.

How can I obtain a credible fear interview transcript?
You can obtain the transcript by filing a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request with U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) or by requesting it through your attorney or
legal representative.

Is the credible fear interview transcript confidential?
The transcript is part of the individual's immigration record and is generally confidential,
shared only with authorized parties such as the asylum seeker, their attorney, and
immigration officials involved in the case.

What happens if there are errors in the credible fear
interview transcript?
If errors are found in the transcript, the asylum seeker or their attorney should notify the
appropriate immigration authorities to correct the record, as inaccuracies could affect the
outcome of the asylum claim.

How detailed is a credible fear interview transcript?
The transcript typically includes a detailed account of the questions asked by the
immigration officer and the asylum seeker's responses, capturing the substance of the
interview to ensure an accurate record of the credible fear claim.

Can the credible fear interview transcript be used in
immigration court?
Yes, the transcript is often used as evidence in immigration court to support or challenge
the asylum seeker's claim during removal proceedings.

Do all credible fear interviews have transcripts?
Most credible fear interviews are recorded and transcribed; however, in some cases,
transcripts may not be immediately available, but an official record is usually maintained.

How long does it take to get a credible fear interview
transcript?
The time to receive a transcript varies depending on the processing speed of USCIS or the
agency handling the request, but it can take several weeks to a few months after the



request is submitted.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Credible Fear Interviews: A Practical Guide
This book provides a comprehensive overview of the credible fear interview process used in
asylum cases. It explains the legal standards and procedural requirements, offering
practical tips for both applicants and legal representatives. Readers will gain insight into
effectively preparing for and navigating the interview to improve the chances of a
successful claim.

2. The Asylum Seeker’s Handbook: Navigating Credible Fear Interviews
Designed for asylum seekers and advocates, this handbook breaks down the steps involved
in credible fear interviews. It highlights common challenges and misconceptions, while
offering strategies to communicate one’s story clearly and confidently. The book also
addresses psychological aspects to help applicants manage stress during the process.

3. Credible Fear Interview Transcripts: Case Studies and Analysis
This text compiles a range of real credible fear interview transcripts, accompanied by
expert commentary and analysis. It explores what makes a strong or weak interview,
illustrating key points with examples. Legal professionals and students will find it valuable
for understanding how interviewees’ responses impact their asylum claims.

4. Legal Perspectives on Credible Fear Interviews and Asylum Law
Focusing on the intersection of immigration law and credible fear interviews, this book
examines the legal frameworks governing asylum procedures. It discusses recent case law,
policy changes, and the role of credible fear determinations in the broader asylum system.
The book is suited for lawyers, judges, and policymakers.

5. Preparing for Your Credible Fear Interview: A Step-by-Step Workbook
This interactive workbook guides asylum seekers through the preparation process for their
credible fear interview. It includes exercises to help articulate personal narratives, gather
supporting evidence, and anticipate interview questions. The workbook aims to empower
applicants with confidence and clarity.

6. Psychological Dynamics in Credible Fear Interviews
Exploring the emotional and psychological elements of credible fear interviews, this book
discusses trauma-informed approaches to interviewing asylum seekers. It addresses how
trauma can affect memory and communication, and suggests best practices for
interviewers to create a supportive environment. Mental health professionals and legal
advocates will benefit from this resource.

7. Immigration Enforcement and Credible Fear Interviews: Policy and Practice
This book analyzes the role of credible fear interviews within the context of immigration
enforcement and border security. It critiques current policies and offers recommendations
for improving fairness and accuracy in the interview process. Scholars and activists
interested in immigration reform will find this book insightful.

8. Transcribing and Analyzing Credible Fear Interviews: Methods and Tools
Aimed at researchers and transcriptionists, this book covers methodologies for accurately



transcribing and analyzing credible fear interview recordings. It includes guidance on
linguistic nuances, cultural considerations, and ethical issues in handling sensitive
testimonies. The book supports efforts to preserve and study asylum seekers’ narratives.

9. The Human Story Behind Credible Fear Interviews: Voices from Asylum Seekers
This collection of personal stories and testimonies from asylum seekers sheds light on the
human experiences behind credible fear interviews. Through narrative accounts, readers
gain empathy and understanding of the challenges faced during the asylum process. The
book advocates for humane treatment and improved interview practices.
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  credible fear interview transcript: Illegal Elizabeth F. Cohen, 2020-01-28 A political scientist
explains how the American immigration system ran off the rails -- and proposes a bold plan for
reform Under the Trump administration, US immigration agencies terrorize the undocumented,
target people who are here legally, and even threaten the constitutional rights of American citizens.
How did we get to this point? In Illegal, Elizabeth F. Cohen reveals that our current crisis has roots
in early twentieth century white nationalist politics, which began to reemerge in the 1980s. Since
then, ICE and CBP have acquired bigger budgets and more power than any other law enforcement
agency. Now, Trump has unleashed them. If we want to reverse the rising tide of abuse, Cohen
argues that we must act quickly to rein in the powers of the current immigration regime and revive
saner approaches based on existing law. Going beyond the headlines, Illegal makes clear that if we
don't act now all of us, citizen and not, are at risk.
  credible fear interview transcript: Everyone Who Is Gone Is Here Jonathan Blitzer,
2025-01-21 A New York Times bestseller • A New York Times Top 10 Book of 2024 • Named a Best
Book of the Year by The New Yorker, Chicago Tribune, Newsweek, PBS NewsHour, LitHub, Kirkus
Reviews, Publishers Lunch, Christian Science Monitor, and Counterpunch • One of Barack Obama's
Summer Reading List Picks • Named a Notable Book by New York Times and Washington Post •
Nominated for the Carnegie Medal for Excellence and the Baillie Gifford Prize for Non-Fiction “What
an incredibly thorough documentation of the causes of the immigration crisis, the discussions that
have been going on through multiple administrations.” —Jon Stewart, The Daily Show “Everyone
Who Is Gone Is Here is sure to take its place as one of the definitive accounts of the U.S. and Central
American immigration puzzle. . . . Hopefully, those with the power to change things will listen.”
—Manuel Roig-Franzia, Washington Post An epic, heartbreaking, and deeply reported history of the
disastrous humanitarian crisis at the southern border told through the lives of the migrants forced to
risk everything and the policymakers who determine their fate, by New Yorker staff writer Jonathan
Blitzer Everyone who makes the journey faces an impossible choice. Hundreds of thousands of
people who arrive every year at the US-Mexico border travel far from their homes. For years, the
majority came from El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras, but many more have begun their journey
much farther away. Some flee persecution, others crime or hunger. They may have already been
deported, but the United States remains their only hope for safety and prosperity. They will take
their chances. As Jonathan Blitzer dramatizes with forensic, unprecedented reporting, this crisis is
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the result of decades of misguided policy and sweeping corruption. Brilliantly weaving the stories of
Central Americans whose lives have been devastated by chronic political conflict and violence with
those of American activists, government officials, and the politicians responsible for the country’s
tragically tangled immigration policy, Blitzer reveals the full, layered picture of this vast and
unremitting conflict. Everyone Who Is Gone Is Here tells the epic story of the people whose lives ebb
and flow across the border, delving into the heart of American life itself. This vital and remarkable
story has shaped the nation’s turbulent politics and culture in countless ways—and will almost
certainly determine its future.
  credible fear interview transcript: Desperately Seeking Asylum Helen T. Boursier,
2019-11-19 Told through heart-wrenching testimonies, photographs, and artwork of refugees fleeing
their homelands, Desperately Seeking Asylum describes firsthand accounts of the harrowing and
dangerous journey immigrants are willing to endure knowing that they might not even make it onto
US soil. Desperately Seeking Asylum prioritizes the testimonies of refugee families and
unaccompanied children who are seeking asylum in the United States from Central America,
primarily Guatemala, El Salvador, and Honduras. Their desperate and heart-wrenching stories
disclose why they fled their homelands, their experiences along the treacherous overland journey,
and the harsh reality of how the United States treats these families and children upon arrival to the
United States. It critiques US complicity to the violence they are fleeing and discloses how national
leadership shapes US immigration policies and practices, including the blatant documented
violations against asylum seekers at the US–Mexico border. Most notably, it offers transparency on
US immigration practices at the US–Mexico border which violate existing US and international laws
that are intended to protect asylum seekers, including the current official practice of blocking
bridges with “turnbacks” to prevent “inadmissibles” from applying for asylum in the United States.
It explains protections mandated by US law for unaccompanied children who are in US custody, and
discloses violations which keep these children detained excessive lengths of time in substandard
for-profit facilities which are overseen by the government and funded by taxpayers. Boursier also
deconstructs the complicated asylum process, including examining the credible fear for asylum
procedure, showing how technical terms and language are used to justify injustice at the border.
Desperately Seeking Asylum offers hope for a new vision with alternative options and practical
actions which assist migrants through humanitarian aid on both sides of the border. The witness for
compassionate and responsible response by people of conscious becomes an antidote to injustice
against asylum seekers. Instead of the current administration manipulating US laws to support its
ulterior motives and political agenda, Boursier asks readers to hold US elected officials accountable
to the same “Rule of Law” that the United States demands of refugees. Ultimately, Boursier suggests
a spectrum of options for practical ways to make the political personal through public witness and
civic engagement to transform the broken immigration process for refugees who are desperately
seeking asylum.
  credible fear interview transcript: Conducting Immigration Evaluations Mariela G.
Shibley, Matthew Holt, 2022-04-28 This book prepares mental health professionals to conduct a
thorough psychological assessment of individuals involved in immigration proceedings and present
the results in a professional report. Written by a licensed clinical psychologist with input from an
attorney certified in Immigration and Nationality Law, the book uses clear language that makes it
accessible to experienced and novice therapists alike. Chapters present a basic legal understanding
of various types of immigration cases and detail the process of conducting the clinical interview,
choosing the psychological instruments appropriate for each case, and writing the report. The book
also covers practical considerations such as testifying in immigration court and expanding your
practice to include immigration evaluations. Vignettes and sample reports link theory to real-world
situations, drawing from the authors’ multiple years of combined experience. This book is an
essential guide for clinicians who want to assist the diverse and often disempowered population of
immigrants and their families.
  credible fear interview transcript: The Asylum Seekers Cristina Rathbone, 2025-03-18 A



remarkable, decimating work of reporting by award-winning journalist and priest Cristina Rathbone
about asylum seekers trapped at a port of entry to the US: the trauma they carry, the community
they create, and the faith they maintain. The Asylum Seekers offers a rare narrative account of the
horror of the US-Mexico border. Borders run through author Cristina Rathbone too, whose mother
was a Cuban refugee. So in 2019 she travels to Juarez, unsure what to do but determined to learn.
Weaving intimate portraits of individuals with broader stories about the community, reporting from
the border as a whole, and reflections on the meaning of faith in a place of suffering, Rathbone tells
the story of Mexican asylum seekers living in a makeshift tent camp at the foot of a bridge. Life in
the camp is both hectic and harrowing. Families arrive. Families leave. Families get through to the
US. Families are returned from the US. Women weep, children squabble, and grown men sob over
photographs of their murdered sons' mutilated bodies. Here too, however, are beauty, and empathy,
and hope. Over time, a leadership team emerges. The community begins to convene daily meetings,
establish systems of distribution for donations, and start classes for the kids. Serving as an unofficial
chaplain, Rathbone is there through it all: listening, receiving, assisting, and most of all learning
about what authentic faith looks like under conditions such as these. Written in the tradition of My
Fourth Time, We Drowned and Rivermouth, The Asylum Seekers renders in startling, intimate detail
the day-to-day lives of people who are determined to enter the US legally and who often suffer for it.
The result is a fierce, poignant inquiry into the dignity of those who seek asylum--and into what we
owe each other.
  credible fear interview transcript: A Sampler for Current Practice , 1997
  credible fear interview transcript: Behind the Burqa Batya Swift Yasgur, 2008-05-02
Advance Praise for Behind the Burqa Whenever and wherever adults make war, children die and
women are subjected to fear and humiliation. This is true of Afghanistan too. Read this harrowing
book. The tragic yet heroic tale of two women is told with great simplicity. They will haunt you. -Elie
Wiesel, Nobel Peace Prize Laureate The stories of Sulima and Hala achingly articulate the twin and
enduring legacies of misogyny and violence. A critical historical document, Behind the Burqa
ultimately reveals the unbreakable strength of Afghan women. -Eve Ensler, author of The Vagina
Monologues Founder and Artistic Director, V-Day Behind the Burqa provides important information
about conditions in Afghanistan, as well as the plight of asylum-seekers in the United States. I highly
recommend this book to all people who are concerned about human rights, both at home and
abroad. -Senator Sam Brownback, (R. Kansas) ranking member, Immigration Subcommittee,
Committee on the Judiciary This book is a gripping reading experience, and it also offers important
suggestions for those who would like to participate in making our asylum politics more humane.
-Eleanor Acer, Director, Asylum Program, Lawyers Committee for Human Rights This book shows
the injustices suffered by innocent women seeking asylum in the U. S. and the power of religious
faith to provide hope and courage even in prison. -Fauziya Kassindja, author of Do They Hear You
When You Cry Sulima and Hala epitomize the worldwide struggle of women for equality and justice.
Their story is gripping and illuminating. -Jessica Neuwirth, President of Equality Now
  credible fear interview transcript: American Gulag Mark Dow, 2004 The freelance writer
and poet takes an unprecedented look inside the secret and repressive world of U.S. immigration
prisons.
  credible fear interview transcript: A Well-Founded Fear Philip G. Schrag, 2002-09-11 First
published in 2000. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
  credible fear interview transcript: Refugee On The Threshold Timothy Leacock,
2024-02-06 Suppose you had the power to alter the fate of a man in danger? Would you do it? Would
you be willing to devote the time to get to know him? Allow yourself to be moved by his story and
recognize the possibilities? This is the true story of Ahmed, a Somali refugee who received a death
threat in his homeland, departed on a perilous journey, requested asylum, and received jailed
detention. Refugee on the Threshold chronicles Ahmed's courage and determination as he
encounters roadblocks in the immigration courts and the friendships that changed the course of his
life. Will he prove he deserves asylum and cross the threshold, or will he be tossed back to his



homeland, only to suffer certain death at the hands of a terrorist group known for carrying out their
threats?
  credible fear interview transcript: Bender's Immigration Bulletin , 2006-07
  credible fear interview transcript: U.S. Human Rights Policy Toward Haiti United States.
Congress. House. Committee on Government Operations. Legislation and National Security
Subcommittee, 1993
  credible fear interview transcript: Slamming "the Golden Door" Lawyers Committee for
Human Rights (U.S.), 1998
  credible fear interview transcript: America’s Covert Border War Todd Bensman, 2021-02-02
This thirteen-year work of journalism finally settles one of the nation’s most controversial and
politically powerful ideas about the American southern border: that Islamic jihadists might infiltrate
it and commit terrorist acts. Perhaps no other idea about the border has sown more conflict, claims,
counterclaims, rebuttals, and false narratives on all sides. This book provides a first comprehensive
neutral baseline of truth about the threat, goring oxen on both sides of the partisan divide. It
documents an ambitious and intrigue-laden covert American war on terror effort that stretches from
the Mexican border to the tip of South America. Its existence to protect the homeland from terrorist
infiltration was often regarded as entirely imagined—until migrating jihadists recently started killing
and wounding hundreds in Europe. Americans concerned by unchecked global migration, porous
borders, and national security also may feel surprised to learn that thousands of long-haul migrants
from the Islamic world similarly breach the US-Mexican border each year—among them hardened
jihadists—despite media insistence that none of this traffic exists. It does. The secret American
campaign has prevented land border infiltration attack on US soil, safeguarding an unknowing
nation—so far—from Europe’s bloody ongoing experience. But this geographically sprawling effort is
suffering from denialism and neglect at America’s peril…just as Europe was before its calamity. How
much longer can these programs keep America safe without the public recognition that they exist
and the needed care and attention that acknowledgment would bring? This book is much more than
revelation and complaint; it provides solutions to better protect the homeland from this chronically
misunderstood border threat.
  credible fear interview transcript: Toward Inclusion and Social Justice in Institutional
Translation and Interpreting Esther Monzó-Nebot, María Lomeña-Galiano, 2024-03-29 This
collection re-envisions the academic study of institutional translation and interpreting (ITI),
revealing oppression in established institutional spaces toward challenging existing policies and the
myths which inhibit critical inquiry within the field. ITI is broadly conceived here as translation and
interpreting delivered in or for specific institutions, understood as social systems and spanning
national, supranational, and international organizations as well as immigration detention centers,
prisons, and national courts. The volume is organized around three parts, which explore ITI spaces
and practices revealing oppressive practices, dispelling myths regarding translation and
interpreting, and shedding light on institutional spaces that have remained invisible and hidden, and
therefore underexplored. The chapters in this book vividly illustrate similarities and contrasts
between the different contexts of ITI, revealing shared power dynamics that uphold social
hierarchies. Throughout this comparison, the book makes a compelling case to consider the different
contexts of ITI as equally contributing to actionable knowledge on how institutions shape translation
and interpreting and how these are operated in sustaining such hierarchies. Offering a window into
previously underexplored spaces and generating new lines of inquiry within ITI studies, this book
will be of interest to scholars and policymakers in translation and interpreting studies.
  credible fear interview transcript: Kurzban's Immigration Law Sourcebook Ira J.
Kurzban, 2008
  credible fear interview transcript: Annual Immigration and Naturalization Institute
Immigration and Naturalization Institute, 1998
  credible fear interview transcript: In the Shadow of Liberty Ana Raquel Minian, 2024-04-16
Winner of the PEN/John Kenneth Galbraith Award for Nonfiction Finalist for the Zócalo Public



Square Book Prize “Meticulous . . . Storytelling allows Minian to convey the physical and emotional
toll of detention with potent specificity. The result is a book-length plea against dehumanization, at
least for those who are willing to listen.” —Jennifer Szalai, The New York Times A probing work of
narrative history that reveals the hidden story of immigrant detention in the United States,
deepening urgent national conversations around migration. In 2018, many Americans watched in
horror as children were torn from their parents at the US-Mexico border under Trump's family
separation policy. But as historian Ana Raquel Minian reveals in In the Shadow of Liberty, this was
only the latest chapter in a saga tracing back to the 1800s—one in which immigrants to the United
States have been held without recourse to their constitutional rights. Braiding together the vivid
stories of four migrants seeking to escape the turmoil of their homelands for the promise of America,
In the Shadow of Liberty gives this history a human face, telling the dramatic story of a Central
American asylum seeker, a Cuban exile, a European war bride, and a Chinese refugee. As we travel
alongside these indelible characters, In the Shadow of Liberty explores how sites of rightlessness
have evolved, and what their existence has meant for our body politic. Though these black sites exist
out of view for the average American, their reach extends into all of our lives: the explosive growth
of the for-profit prison industry traces its origins to the immigrant detention system, as does the
emergence of Guantanamo and the gradual unraveling of the right to bail and the presumption of
innocence. Through these narratives, we see how the changing political climate surrounding
immigration has played out in individual lives, and at what cost. But as these stories demonstrate, it
doesn't have to be like this, and a better way might be possible.
  credible fear interview transcript: Blackstone's Criminal Practice 2012 (book Only) Professor
David Ormerod, David Ormerod, 2011-10-13 'Blackstone's Criminal Practice' provides in a single,
portable and superbly-referenced volume all the material essential to criminal practice and
procedure in both the Crown and magistrates' courts.
  credible fear interview transcript: Blackstone's Criminal Practice 2012 (book only) ,
2011-10-13 Led by The Right Honourable Lord Justice Hooper and David Ormerod, our team of
authors has been hand-picked to ensure that you can trust our unique combination of authority and
practicality. With a simultaneous supplement containing essential materials, you can rely on
Blackstone's Criminal Practice to be your constant companion through every courtroom appearance.
This new edition has been meticulously revised to provide extensive coverage of all new legislation,
case law, and Practice Directions. With free Quarterly Updates, and monthly web updates, you can
trust Blackstone's Criminal Practice to provide reassurance on all the latest developments in
criminal law and procedure.
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