
create in sign language

create in sign language is a phrase that opens doors to understanding how
concepts of creativity and creation are expressed through visual gestures
rather than spoken words. This article explores the ways to convey the idea
of "create" in various sign languages, focusing primarily on American Sign
Language (ASL). It delves into the nuances of signs that represent creation,
the importance of context in sign interpretation, and how to effectively
communicate the act of making or producing something using hand signs.
Additionally, it addresses the broader linguistic and cultural significance
of signing the concept of creation, offering insights into learning and using
sign language for creative communication. This comprehensive guide is
designed for learners, educators, and enthusiasts interested in expanding
their vocabulary and grasp of sign language expressions related to
creativity. The following sections provide a detailed table of contents to
navigate through the key topics discussed.

Understanding the Concept of "Create" in Sign Language

American Sign Language (ASL) Sign for "Create"

Variations and Contextual Uses of "Create" in Sign Language

Learning Tips for Signing "Create" and Related Terms

Cultural and Linguistic Importance of Signing Creativity

Understanding the Concept of "Create" in Sign
Language
The concept of "create" in sign language encompasses the act of bringing
something into existence or producing something new through mental or
physical effort. Unlike spoken language, sign languages use a combination of
handshapes, movements, facial expressions, and body language to convey
meanings. Understanding how "create" is expressed requires recognizing these
visual elements and the cultural context behind them. Sign languages are not
universal; therefore, the sign for "create" may differ from one sign language
to another, such as ASL, British Sign Language (BSL), or others.

Definition and Importance of Signing "Create"
Signing "create" is vital for clear communication about artistic,
intellectual, or physical creation in Deaf and signing communities. It allows



individuals to discuss concepts related to innovation, making, and producing,
which are essential in education, storytelling, and daily interactions. The
ability to sign "create" accurately enhances expressive capacity and helps
bridge communication gaps between Deaf and hearing individuals.

How Sign Languages Convey Abstract Concepts
Abstract concepts like "create" are often conveyed through metaphorical or
descriptive signs that illustrate the process or result of creation. Sign
languages use spatial relationships, movement, and facial cues to depict
intangible ideas. This method of communication is dynamic and context-
dependent, requiring signers to adapt their expressions based on the
conversation and the audience.

American Sign Language (ASL) Sign for "Create"
In American Sign Language, the sign for "create" is distinct and reflects the
action of forming or bringing something into being. ASL is a rich, visual
language with its own grammar and syntax, and the sign for "create" is an
important part of its lexicon for discussing ideas related to making and
producing.

How to Perform the ASL Sign for "Create"
The ASL sign for "create" is performed using both hands to represent the act
of bringing elements together to form something new. Typically, the dominant
hand forms a claw handshape moving near the non-dominant hand, which is also
shaped in a claw or flat hand. The movement mimics the idea of shaping or
forming an object. Facial expressions often accompany the sign to emphasize
the act of creation.

Common Variations and Usage
While the standard ASL sign for "create" remains consistent, some variations
may occur depending on regional dialects or individual style. Additionally,
the sign can be modified to specify different types of creation, such as
artistic creation, invention, or building. Context often guides these
variations, and learners are encouraged to observe fluent signers and
practice accordingly.

Variations and Contextual Uses of "Create" in



Sign Language
The meaning of "create" can shift slightly based on the context in which it
is used, and sign language accommodates this through different signs or
modifications. Understanding these variations is crucial for accurate and
nuanced communication.

Related Signs and Synonyms
Several signs are related to "create," including "make," "build," "invent,"
and "produce." Each has its own specific handshapes and movements but shares
the common theme of bringing something into existence. Recognizing these
related signs helps expand vocabulary and provides alternatives for
expressing creative acts.

Make: Often involves a chopping motion with both hands to indicate
fabrication or construction.

Build: Mimics stacking or assembling blocks, emphasizing the physical
process.

Invent: Combines signs for "think" and "create" to express innovation.

Produce: A general sign indicating the creation or generation of
something, sometimes used in professional or industrial contexts.

Contextual Differences in Usage
The sign for "create" may be adapted to fit educational, artistic, or
technical conversations. For example, in art classes, signers might use more
expressive facial cues and fluid hand movements to convey creativity, whereas
in a scientific context, the sign might be more precise and deliberate.
Awareness of these nuances enhances effective communication.

Learning Tips for Signing "Create" and Related
Terms
Mastering the sign for "create" requires practice and exposure to fluent
signers. Incorporating related vocabulary and understanding the cultural
context of sign language accelerates the learning process.



Effective Practice Strategies
To learn the sign for "create" effectively, consider the following
strategies:

Watch videos of native signers performing the sign to observe handshape,1.
movement, and facial expressions.

Practice in front of a mirror to ensure accuracy and clarity.2.

Use the sign in sentences and real-life conversations to build3.
confidence and fluency.

Engage with Deaf communities or sign language groups to receive feedback4.
and improve.

Learn related signs to understand context and expand vocabulary.5.

Resources for Learning
Various resources such as online dictionaries, sign language courses, and
mobile applications support learning the sign for "create." These tools
provide visual references and interactive exercises that help reinforce
memory and understanding.

Cultural and Linguistic Importance of Signing
Creativity
Expressing the concept of creation in sign language holds significant
cultural and linguistic value. It reflects how Deaf communities interpret and
communicate complex ideas, contributing to the richness of sign language as a
fully developed means of communication.

Role of Creativity in Deaf Culture
Creativity is celebrated in Deaf culture through storytelling, art, and
performance, all of which heavily rely on sign language. The ability to sign
"create" empowers individuals to share innovative ideas and contribute to
cultural expression. This fosters a sense of identity and community within
Deaf populations.



Sign Language as a Medium for Creative Expression
Sign language itself is a creative medium, using visual-spatial elements to
convey meaning. Learning to sign "create" and related concepts enhances one's
ability to participate in this dynamic form of communication. It supports
educational, professional, and social interactions, making it an
indispensable skill.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do you sign the word 'create' in American Sign
Language (ASL)?
To sign 'create' in ASL, place your dominant hand in a flat 'O' shape near
your forehead and then move it outward while opening the hand to a flat hand
shape, symbolizing bringing something into existence.

Is the sign for 'create' the same in all sign
languages?
No, the sign for 'create' can vary between different sign languages such as
ASL, BSL (British Sign Language), and others because each sign language has
its own unique vocabulary and grammar.

What are some related signs to 'create' in sign
language?
Related signs to 'create' include 'build,' 'make,' 'produce,' and 'design,'
each having distinct signs but similar concepts about bringing something into
being.

Can 'create' be fingerspelled in sign language?
Yes, you can fingerspell the word 'create' by spelling out each letter C-R-E-
A-T-E using the manual alphabet, especially when teaching or clarifying the
word.

Are there variations in the sign for 'create' based
on context?
Yes, depending on the context, the sign for 'create' might be modified
slightly to emphasize the type of creation, such as artistic creation versus
manufacturing.



How can I learn to sign 'create' and other creative-
related words effectively?
The best way to learn is through interactive ASL classes, online tutorials,
practice with fluent signers, and using sign language dictionaries or apps.

Does the sign for 'create' involve facial
expressions or non-manual markers?
Yes, facial expressions and non-manual markers like raised eyebrows or head
nods can be used to add emphasis or clarify the meaning when signing
'create.'

Is the concept of 'create' important in Deaf culture
and sign language?
Absolutely, 'create' is important as it relates to expressing ideas, art,
innovation, and storytelling, all of which are vital aspects of Deaf culture
and communication.

Where can I find resources to practice the sign for
'create'?
You can find resources on websites like Lifeprint, Signing Savvy, or through
YouTube channels dedicated to ASL tutorials, as well as mobile apps for sign
language learning.

Additional Resources
1. Creating with Your Hands: A Guide to Sign Language Artistry
This book explores the creative possibilities within American Sign Language
(ASL) and other sign languages. It offers techniques for expressing artistic
ideas through hand shapes, movements, and facial expressions. Readers will
find exercises to enhance their storytelling and poetic signing skills,
making communication both beautiful and impactful.

2. The Art of Signing: Creative Communication in Sign Language
Focusing on the artistic side of sign language, this book delves into how
signers can use their hands and body to create vivid, expressive narratives.
It includes tips for incorporating rhythm, emotion, and spatial awareness
into signing. Perfect for performers and educators aiming to enrich their
sign language presentations.

3. Innovations in Sign Language: Creating New Signs and Expressions
This title provides insight into the evolving nature of sign languages and
how new signs are created to keep up with cultural and technological changes.
It discusses the principles behind sign creation and adaptation, offering



practical advice for inventing signs that are intuitive and widely accepted.
A valuable resource for linguists, interpreters, and Deaf community members.

4. Creative Storytelling in Sign Language
Designed for storytellers and educators, this book outlines methods to craft
engaging stories using sign language. It emphasizes the use of facial
expressions, body language, and spatial techniques to bring tales to life.
Readers will learn how to captivate audiences through dynamic and creative
sign storytelling.

5. Sign Language Poetry: Creating Beauty with Hands
This collection highlights the poetic potential of sign language, showcasing
various poems and creative works performed in ASL. The book discusses how
rhythm, repetition, and visual metaphors are employed to create powerful
emotional effects. It serves as inspiration for poets and performers who wish
to explore sign language as a medium of artistic expression.

6. Hands in Motion: Creating Visual Art through Sign Language
Exploring the intersection of visual art and sign language, this book
demonstrates how sign language movements can be incorporated into dance,
theatre, and multimedia art projects. It encourages readers to experiment
with combining signs and visual elements to create innovative performances
and artworks. A must-read for artists interested in Deaf culture and sign
language.

7. Creating Inclusive Spaces: Using Sign Language to Build Community
This book emphasizes the role of sign language as a creative tool for
fostering inclusivity and connection. It provides strategies for using sign
language in community-building activities, workshops, and events. Readers
will discover ways to creatively engage both Deaf and hearing participants to
promote understanding and collaboration.

8. Sign Language and Creativity: Developing New Skills for Communication
A practical guide for learners, this book focuses on enhancing creativity in
everyday sign language use. It offers exercises and activities to expand
vocabulary, improve expressive skills, and develop personal signing styles.
Ideal for students and professionals seeking to communicate more vividly and
effectively.

9. The Creative Mind in Sign Language Interpretation
Targeted at interpreters, this book discusses how creativity plays a critical
role in accurate and expressive sign language interpretation. It covers
techniques for adapting messages on the fly, improvising signs, and conveying
tone and nuance. The book also includes case studies and expert advice to
help interpreters refine their craft.
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  create in sign language: Barron's American Sign Language Barron's Educational Series,
David A. Stewart, Jennifer Stewart, 2021-01-05 Barron’s American Sign Language is a brand-new
title on ASL that can be used in the classroom, as a supplemental text to high school and college
courses, or for anyone who wants to learn proper ASL. The only American Sign Language book with
comprehensive instruction and online graded video practice quizzes, plus a comprehensive final
video exam. Content includes topics on the Deaf culture and community, ASL Grammar,
fingerspelling, combining signs to construct detailed sentences, Everyday ASL, and much more.
More than 1,000 illustrations of signs with instructions on movement--step-by-step with dialogue, tip
boxes, and practice exercises and quizzes throughout to reinforce retention and to track your
progress. Essential Grammar: Our in-depth explanations will help you to understand core grammar,
sentence structure, and facial grammar. Everyday Phrases: Sign phrases like hello or sorry that are
used in daily conversations.
  create in sign language: Principles of Sign Language Linguistics Pasquale De Marco,
2025-08-14 Principles of Sign Language Linguistics is the definitive guide to sign language,
providing a comprehensive overview of its history, structure, and use. Written in a clear and
accessible style, this essential resource is perfect for anyone interested in learning more about this
vibrant and expressive language. With contributions from leading experts in the field, Principles of
Sign Language Linguistics covers a wide range of topics, including: * The origins and evolution of
sign language * The structure of sign language, including its grammar, lexicon, and use of space *
The phonology of sign language, including the parameters of sign production * The semantics of sign
language, including the meaning of signs and the use of metaphor and metonymy * The pragmatics
of sign language, including the use of sign language in conversation, storytelling, and education *
The acquisition of sign language, including the stages of acquisition and the role of input and
interaction * The use of sign language in education, the workplace, and the media * The challenges
and opportunities facing sign language in the 21st century Principles of Sign Language Linguistics is
not only an informative guide but also a celebration of the diversity and beauty of sign language. It
showcases the creativity, resilience, and determination of the Deaf community and advocates for the
recognition and preservation of sign language as a vital part of our cultural heritage. Whether you
are a seasoned signer or just beginning to explore the world of sign language, Principles of Sign
Language Linguistics is your indispensable companion. It will deepen your understanding of this rich
and dynamic language, empowering you to connect with the Deaf community and make a positive
impact on the lives of others. If you like this book, write a review!
  create in sign language: The Complete Guide to Baby Sign Language Tracey Porpora, 2011
Using a tailored form of American Sign Language (ASL), the book guides parents through the
process of teaching an infant to understand beginning sign language.
  create in sign language: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Baby Sign Language, 2nd
Edition Diane Ryan, 2009-02-03 You had me at ~wave~ More and more parents are learning and
using baby sign language to communicatewith their little ones. This guide introduces parents to the
150 most common signs babies can understand and use, including 50 new illustrations. Included are
steps to teach the signs, an expanded section on verbal development, and much more. - Signing
boosts baby's language skills, literacy, and brainpower - A popular topic in the parenting section - 50
new illustrations for this edition - Includes fun activities and a special 'Sign Language Express' for
parents with little time - Download a sample chapter
  create in sign language: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Baby Sign Language Diane Ryan, 2009
“You had me at [wave].” More and more parents are learning and using baby sign language to
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communicate with their little ones. This guide introduces parents to the 150 most common signs
babies can understand and use, including 50 new illustrations. Included are steps to teach the signs,
an expanded section on verbal development, and much more. ·Signing boosts baby's language skills,
literacy, and brainpower ·A popular topic in the parenting section ·50 new illustrations for this
edition ·Includes fun activities and a special “Sign Language Express” for parents with little time
Download a sample chapter.
  create in sign language: Sign Language Ideologies in Practice Annelies Kusters, Mara
Green, Erin Moriarty, Kristin Snoddon, 2020-08-10 This book focuses on how sign language
ideologies influence, manifest in, and are challenged by communicative practices. Sign languages
are minority languages using the visual-gestural and tactile modalities, whose affordances are very
different from those of spoken languages using the auditory-oral modality.
  create in sign language: American Sign Language for Beginners: Jonathan K. Hari,
American Sign Language for Beginners Unlock the world of nonverbal communication with this
comprehensive guide to American Sign Language (ASL). Whether you're looking to connect with the
Deaf community, expand your communication skills, or explore a rich and expressive language, this
book provides the perfect starting point for learners of all levels. Inside This Book, You'll Discover:
Introduction to American Sign Language The ASL Alphabet: Fingerspelling Made Easy Basic
Greetings and Common Phrases Numbers and Counting in ASL Family, Friends, and Relationships
Vocabulary Deaf Culture and Etiquette Tips for Practicing ASL Daily This book goes beyond
memorizing signs—it delves into the grammar, structure, and cultural significance of ASL, making
your learning journey both practical and immersive. Each chapter is designed to help you build
confidence in signing, so you can engage in meaningful conversations with ease. If you've ever
wanted to learn a new language in a visual and engaging way, this book is your gateway to fluency.
Scroll Up and Grab Your Copy Today!
  create in sign language: Sign Language and Linguistic Universals Wendy Sandler, Diane
Carolyn Lillo-Martin, 2006-02-02 Sign languages are of great interest to linguists, because while
they are the product of the same brain, their physical transmission differs greatly from that of
spoken languages. In this pioneering and original study, Wendy Sandler and Diane Lillo-Martin
compare sign languages with spoken languages, in order to seek the universal properties they share.
Drawing on general linguistic theory, they describe and analyze sign language structure, showing
linguistic universals in the phonology, morphology, and syntax of sign language, while also revealing
non-universal aspects of its structure that must be attributed to its physical transmission system. No
prior background in sign language linguistics is assumed, and numerous pictures are provided to
make descriptions of signs and facial expressions accessible to readers. Engaging and informative,
Sign Language and Linguistic Universals will be invaluable to linguists, psychologists, and all those
interested in sign languages, linguistic theory and the universal properties of human languages.
  create in sign language: Sign Language Interpreting and Interpreter Education Marc
Marschark, Rico Peterson, Elizabeth A. Winston, Patricia Sapere, Carol M. Convertino, Rosemarie
Seewagen, Christine Monikowski, 2005-04-14 This is the first volume that synthesizes existing work
and provides a coherent picture of the field as a whole, including evaluation of the extent to which
current practices are supported by validating research. It will be the first comprehensive source,
suitable as both a reference book and a textbook for interpreter training programs and a variety of
courses on bilingual education, psycholinguistics and translation, and cross-linguistic studies.
  create in sign language: Sign Language Processing Achraf Othman, 2024-09-01 In a world
where communication is key to human connection, understanding, and learning from one another,
the book investigates the rich and intricate world of sign languages, highlighting the fascinating
complexities of visual-spatial languages and their unique role in bridging the gap between hearing
and deaf communities through information and communication technology. The book takes a journey
through the evolution of sign language processing tools while exploring the cutting-edge techniques
used to decipher, analyze, and process them, from the fundamentals of sign language structure and
the nuances of non-manual signals to the latest developments in computational linguistics (corpora



design, annotation tools, and notation systems), sign language recognition, and machine/deep
learning applications. With a mission to reveal the silent language of expression, the author provides
a captivating and thought-provoking look into a world often overlooked yet teeming with life and
meaning. Offering a comprehensive and engaging overview of the current state of sign language
research as well as its prospects, this monograph is an introduction resource for computer
scientists, linguistics, educators, academics and sign language interpreters alike. This monograph is
an invitation to discover the incredible potential of sign languages to transform human
communication, promote inclusivity, and shape the future of technology. The readers will gain a
deeper appreciation of the beauty and complexity of sign languages through technology, and they
will be inspired to embrace the power of visual communication in our increasingly diverse and
interconnected world.
  create in sign language: The American Sign Language Handshape Dictionary Richard A.
Tennant, Marianne Gluszak Brown, 1998 Organizes 1,600-plus ASL signs by 40 basic hand shapes
rather than in alphabetical word order. This format allows users to search for a sign that they
recognize but whose meaning they have forgotten or for the meaning of a new sign they have seen
for the first time. The entries include descriptions of how to form each sign to represent the varying
terms they might mean. Index of English glosses only. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc.,
Portland, OR
  create in sign language: The Routledge Handbook of Sign Language Pedagogy Russell S.
Rosen, 2019-09-17 The Routledge Handbook of Sign Language Pedagogy is the first reference of its
kind, presenting contributions from leading experts in the field of sign language pedagogy. The
Handbook fills a significant gap in the growing field of sign language pedagogy, compiling all
essential aspects of current trends and empirical research in teaching, curricular design, and
assessment in one volume. Each chapter includes historical perspectives, core issues, research
approaches, key findings, pedagogical implications, future research direction, and additional
references. The Routledge Handbook of Sign Language Pedagogy is an essential reference for sign
language teachers, practitioners, and researchers in applied sign linguistics and first, second, and
additional language learning.
  create in sign language: Linguistics of American Sign Language Clayton Valli, Ceil Lucas,
2000 New 4th Edition completely revised and updated with new DVD now available; ISBN
1-56368-283-4.
  create in sign language: The Everything Baby Sign Language Book Teresa R Simpson,
2008-02-01 Signing babies are taking over, asking for more milk and later nap times. Sure, they
might not get their way, but signing gives them a way to express themselves. Frustrated
communication is often the root cause of crying and tantrums in babies and toddlers. Usually it is
caused by the lag between a child's desire to be understood and their ability to form words. Sign
language bridges this gap.The Everything Baby Sign Language Book teaches parent and children to
use a combination of sign language and homemade gestures to communicate needs, wants and
feelings. Using this book and instructional DVD, baby and parent will be well on their way to using
their hands to speak! Please note: DVD is not included with the e-book version of this title
  create in sign language: The Universal Access Handbook Constantine Stephanidis, 2009-06-11
In recent years, the field of Universal Access has made significant progress in consolidating
theoretical approaches, scientific methods and technologies, as well as in exploring new application
domains. Increasingly, professionals in this rapidly maturing area require a comprehensive and
multidisciplinary resource that addresses current principles
  create in sign language: Sign Languages Joseph C. Hill, Diane C. Lillo-Martin, Sandra K.
Wood, 2025-04-30 Sign Languages: Structures and Contexts provides a succinct summary of major
findings in the linguistic study of natural sign languages. Focusing on American Sign Language
(ASL), this book offers a comprehensive introduction to the basic grammatical components of
phonology, morphology, and syntax with examples and illustrations. Revised throughout, this new
edition: demonstrates how sign languages are acquired by Deaf children with varying degrees of



input during early development, including no input where children create a language of their own
discusses the contexts of sign languages, including how different varieties are formed and used,
attitudes toward sign languages, and how language planning affects language use includes a new
chapter on the similarities between signed and spoken languages offers additional visuals and
explanations as well as more coverage of signed languages other than ASL is accompanied by
updated online support material, which hosts links to video clips This engaging and accessible
introduction to sign languages is essential reading for students studying this topic for the first time
with little or no background in linguistics.
  create in sign language: Conversational Sign Language II Willard J. Madsen, 1972 For use in
instruction of sign language beyond basic course.
  create in sign language: Foundations of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism Colin
Baker, 2011 Written as an introductory text from a crossdisciplinary perspective, this book covers
individual and societal concepts in minority and majority languages.
  create in sign language: The SAGE Deaf Studies Encyclopedia Genie Gertz, Patrick
Boudreault, 2016-01-05 The time has come for a new in-depth encyclopedic collection of articles
defining the current state of Deaf Studies at an international level and using the critical and
intersectional lens encompassing the field. The emergence of Deaf Studies programs at colleges and
universities and the broadened knowledge of social sciences (including but not limited to Deaf
History, Deaf Culture, Signed Languages, Deaf Bilingual Education, Deaf Art, and more) have served
to expand the activities of research, teaching, analysis, and curriculum development. The field has
experienced a major shift due to increasing awareness of Deaf Studies research since the mid-1960s.
The field has been further influenced by the Deaf community’s movement, resistance, activism and
politics worldwide, as well as the impact of technological advances, such as in communications, with
cell phones, computers, and other devices. A major goal of this new encyclopedia is to shift focus
away from the “Medical/Pathological Model” that would view Deaf individuals as needing to be
“fixed” in order to correct hearing and speaking deficiencies for the sole purpose of assimilating into
mainstream society. By contrast, The Deaf Studies Encyclopedia seeks to carve out a new and
critical perspective on Deaf Studies with the focus that the Deaf are not a people with a disability to
be treated and “cured” medically, but rather, are members of a distinct cultural group with a distinct
and vibrant community and way of being.
  create in sign language: Language Evolution Rudolf Botha, 2016-03-02 How can we unravel
the evolution of language, given that there is no direct evidence about it? Rudolf Botha addresses
this intriguing question in his fascinating new book. Inferences can be drawn about language
evolution from a range of other phenomena, serving as windows into this prehistoric process. These
include shell-beads, fossil skulls and ancestral brains, modern pidgin and creole languages,
homesign systems and emergent sign languages, modern motherese, language use of modern
hunter-gatherers, first language acquisition, similarities between language and music, and
comparative animal behaviour. The first systematic analysis of the Windows Approach, it will be of
interest to students and researchers in many disciplines, including anthropology, archaeology,
linguistics, palaeontology and primatology, as well as anyone interested in how language evolved.
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and subscribe to channels with a Google Account. To upload videos, comment, or make playlists, you
need a YouTube channel. Without
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does not support matrix questions, or grids with response categories along the top and a list of
questions down the side, which often
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makes it easier to set up Google Business Profile,
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creating a new account elsewhere, but I'm glad I was able to create a new Google account this time.
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with your Google Account, you can create a YouTube channel on your account. YouTube channels let
you upload videos, leave comments, and create playlists
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computer, sign in to My Maps. Click Create a new map. Go to the top left and click "Untitled map."
Give your map a name and description. Open a map On your
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