
creighton ncaa tournament history
creighton ncaa tournament history traces the journey of the Creighton Bluejays men's
basketball team through one of college basketball's most prestigious events. As a program
that has steadily risen in prominence, Creighton’s NCAA Tournament appearances
highlight its competitive spirit, key milestones, and notable performances on the national
stage. This article explores the comprehensive timeline of Creighton’s NCAA Tournament
history, detailing significant years, standout players, and memorable games that have
defined the program's legacy. Understanding Creighton’s tournament impact offers
insight into the team’s growth and its influence within the college basketball community.
The following sections will cover the program’s early tournament appearances,
breakthrough seasons, coaching influences, and key moments that have shaped
Creighton’s NCAA Tournament narrative.

Early NCAA Tournament Appearances

Breakthrough Seasons and Memorable Performances

Coaching Impact on Tournament Success

Notable Players in Creighton’s Tournament History

Statistical Highlights and Records

Early NCAA Tournament Appearances
Creighton University’s initial forays into the NCAA Tournament laid the foundation for the
program’s growing national reputation. The Bluejays made their first NCAA Tournament
appearance in 1941, marking the beginning of their long-standing participation in the
event. However, during the early decades, Creighton’s tournament presence was sporadic,
reflecting the challenges faced by mid-major programs in securing bids and advancing
through the rounds. These early appearances were crucial in establishing the team’s
competitive identity and setting the stage for future successes.

First Tournament Entry in 1941
The 1941 NCAA Tournament marked a historic milestone for Creighton, as the Bluejays
earned their inaugural bid. Although their run was brief, this appearance was a significant
achievement for the program at the time, highlighting their competitive potential in the
national landscape. This early participation helped build momentum and experience that
would benefit the team in subsequent years.



Mid-20th Century Participation
Throughout the mid-1900s, Creighton’s NCAA Tournament appearances were intermittent
but notable. The Bluejays qualified for the tournament several times during the 1950s and
1960s, showcasing their ability to compete against more established programs. Each
tournament berth contributed to a growing legacy, as Creighton worked to solidify its
status as a respected basketball program within the Missouri Valley Conference and
beyond.

Breakthrough Seasons and Memorable
Performances
Creighton’s NCAA Tournament history features several breakthrough seasons where the
Bluejays not only qualified but also recorded memorable performances that captured
national attention. These seasons often highlighted the team’s resilience, strategic
prowess, and individual talent, culminating in significant tournament victories and deep
runs.

1991 Sweet Sixteen Run
One of the most celebrated moments in Creighton’s tournament history came in 1991
when the Bluejays advanced to the Sweet Sixteen. This deep run marked a turning point
for the program, demonstrating Creighton’s ability to compete at a high level in March
Madness. The 1991 team’s success elevated the program’s profile and inspired future
generations of Bluejays.

Recent Tournament Successes
In the 21st century, Creighton has consistently qualified for the NCAA Tournament, with
several appearances resulting in significant wins. The Bluejays’ style of play, characterized
by strong offensive execution and disciplined defense, has enabled them to challenge top-
seeded teams and secure notable upsets. Recent seasons have reinforced Creighton’s
status as a formidable tournament contender.

Coaching Impact on Tournament Success
The influence of coaching leadership has been a critical factor in shaping Creighton’s
NCAA Tournament history. Skilled coaches have instilled discipline, developed talent, and
crafted game plans that leverage the team’s strengths on the national stage.

Longtime Leadership Under Dana Altman
Dana Altman’s tenure as head coach from 1994 to 2010 was instrumental in elevating



Creighton’s tournament profile. Under his guidance, the Bluejays made multiple NCAA
Tournament appearances, including the memorable 2002 Sweet Sixteen run. Altman’s
coaching philosophy emphasized defensive intensity and balanced offense, contributing to
sustained tournament success during his era.

Greg McDermott Era and Continued Growth
Following Altman, Greg McDermott took over as head coach and has continued to build
upon the program’s NCAA Tournament legacy. McDermott’s approach prioritizes high-
paced offense and player development, resulting in frequent tournament bids and
competitive performances against top-tier opponents. His leadership has solidified
Creighton’s reputation as a consistent tournament participant.

Notable Players in Creighton’s Tournament
History
Several standout players have left an indelible mark on Creighton’s NCAA Tournament
history through exceptional performances and leadership on the court. These athletes
have propelled the Bluejays to victory and enhanced the program’s national recognition.

Doug McDermott’s Impact
Doug McDermott, one of Creighton’s most celebrated players, significantly influenced the
team’s tournament success during his collegiate career from 2010 to 2014. A prolific
scorer and versatile forward, McDermott led Creighton to multiple NCAA Tournament
appearances, earning national accolades and setting scoring records. His performances in
the tournament solidified his legacy as a cornerstone of Creighton basketball.

Other Key Contributors
Beyond McDermott, numerous players have contributed to Creighton’s tournament
achievements. From early pioneers in the program’s history to recent stars, these athletes
have demonstrated skill, determination, and leadership that have been essential to the
Bluejays’ competitive stature.

Anthony Tolliver – Known for clutch shooting and versatility

Greg Dreiling – Anchored the team’s defense in the late 1980s

Kris Murray – Emerging talent contributing to recent tournament runs



Statistical Highlights and Records
Creighton’s NCAA Tournament history is rich with statistical achievements and records
that reflect the program’s competitive edge. These highlights provide quantitative insight
into the team’s performance and milestones reached during March Madness.

Tournament Appearances and Wins
As of the latest tournaments, Creighton has made over a dozen NCAA Tournament
appearances, with multiple victories that have advanced the team beyond the first round
on several occasions. Their win percentage in the tournament underscores the program’s
ability to compete effectively on the national stage.

Individual Records and Accolades
Players like Doug McDermott have set scoring records not only within the program but
also in NCAA Tournament history. McDermott’s scoring average and total points during
tournament play remain benchmarks for future Creighton players. Additionally, the
program has produced several All-American selections and conference honors linked to
tournament performances.

Frequently Asked Questions

How many times has Creighton University appeared in
the NCAA Tournament?
As of 2024, Creighton University has appeared in the NCAA Tournament 23 times.

What is Creighton's best performance in the NCAA
Tournament?
Creighton's best performance in the NCAA Tournament was reaching the Sweet Sixteen in
2021.

When did Creighton first participate in the NCAA
Tournament?
Creighton first participated in the NCAA Tournament in 1941.

Has Creighton ever advanced beyond the Sweet Sixteen
in the NCAA Tournament?
No, Creighton has not advanced beyond the Sweet Sixteen round in their NCAA



Tournament history.

Who is Creighton’s all-time leading scorer in NCAA
Tournament history?
Doug McDermott is Creighton’s all-time leading scorer in NCAA Tournament history.

How has Creighton performed in recent NCAA
Tournaments?
In recent NCAA Tournaments, Creighton has consistently made the tournament and
advanced to the Round of 32 or Sweet Sixteen, showcasing a strong program under coach
Greg McDermott.

Additional Resources
1. Bluejays on the Rise: Creighton's NCAA Tournament Journey
This book chronicles the evolution of Creighton University's basketball program, focusing
on their performances and milestones in the NCAA tournament. It highlights key games,
standout players, and the coaching strategies that propelled the Bluejays into national
prominence. Readers gain insight into the program's challenges and triumphs over the
decades.

2. March Madness and the Bluejays: Creighton's Quest for Glory
Exploring Creighton's most memorable NCAA tournament runs, this book delves into the
excitement and heartbreak of March Madness. It captures the intensity of the games and
the passion of the fans, while profiling the athletes who made significant impacts. The
narrative also touches on the cultural and community significance of Creighton's
tournament appearances.

3. Underdogs to Contenders: Creighton's NCAA Tournament Breakthroughs
This title examines how Creighton transformed from a mid-major underdog to a respected
contender in the NCAA tournament. Through detailed game analyses and interviews with
coaches and players, the book reveals the factors behind Creighton's rise. It also discusses
pivotal moments that defined the program's tournament history.

4. Creighton Basketball: A Legacy in the NCAA Tournament
Focusing on the lasting legacy of Creighton's basketball program, this book traces the
history of the Bluejays' NCAA tournament participation from the early days to the present.
It highlights the program's traditions, key figures, and the impact of tournament success
on the university and its supporters.

5. Clutch Moments: Creighton's NCAA Tournament Highlights
A collection of thrilling and decisive moments from Creighton's NCAA tournament games,
this book captures the drama and excitement of college basketball's biggest stage.
Featuring detailed accounts of buzzer-beaters, upset victories, and standout
performances, it celebrates the Bluejays' ability to rise to the occasion.



6. The Coaching Edge: Leadership Behind Creighton's NCAA Success
This book explores the influence of Creighton's head coaches on the program’s NCAA
tournament achievements. It provides in-depth profiles of coaching styles, recruitment
philosophies, and game-time decisions that shaped the Bluejays’ tournament history. The
narrative underscores the critical role of leadership in building a winning team.

7. From Omaha to the Big Dance: Creighton's NCAA Tournament Story
Detailing Creighton's journey from its home city of Omaha to the national stage, this book
highlights the team's NCAA tournament appearances and the community's support
throughout. It offers a blend of historical context, player stories, and memorable
tournament campaigns that define the Bluejays' identity.

8. Bluejay Brilliance: Standout Players in Creighton's NCAA Tournament History
This title profiles the most influential Creighton players who left their mark on the NCAA
tournament. Through personal stories, statistics, and game recaps, readers learn about
the athletes whose performances elevated the Bluejays' status. The book celebrates
individual talent and teamwork in tournament success.

9. Bracket Busters: Creighton's Impact on NCAA Tournament Upsets
Focusing on Creighton's role in NCAA tournament upsets, this book recounts the times
when the Bluejays defied expectations and toppled higher-seeded teams. It analyzes the
strategies and circumstances behind these surprising victories, showcasing Creighton's
reputation as a formidable and unpredictable tournament competitor.
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players such as Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Bob Cousy as well as more recently established and
up-and-coming stars such as Carmelo Anthony, Kevin Garnett, and LeBron James. Entries for
coaches such as the Boston Celtics' Red Auerbach and Mike Krzyzewski from Duke University
present the figures who have shaped the game from courtside, while the inclusion of female players
and coaches such as Lisa Leslie, Diana Taurasi, and Pat Summitt show that basketball is not just a
sport for men. This volume is an ideal reference for students seeking easily accessed information on
the greats of the game.
  creighton ncaa tournament history: The History of Loyola Basketball Fred Mitchell,
2019-03-12 “Only a seasoned journalist like Fred Mitchell could uncover the fascinating stories
behind the Ramblers’ glorious journey to the NCAA championship. Mitchell details surprising,
‘behind-the-curtain’ events, which carry the reader on a breath-taking trip to an unexpected,
hard-fought victory.” —Robert Jordan, Jr., Ph.D., Loyola University, Retired Anchor/Reporter, WGN
TV - Chicago Loyola has become a national brand, led by a pragmatic, genuine, and unassuming
head coach. Porter Moser is known for doing things the right way and encouraging his players to
“buy in to the culture of the program” that stresses building character and encourages good
sportsmanship, teamwork, and respect for the process. The over-arching national narrative of the
2017–18 NCAA men’s basketball tournament became the valiant and totally unexpected run made by
the Loyola Ramblers to the Final Four. What a refreshing Cinderella Run that fans nationwide
appreciated after a college basketball season overloaded with negative headlines. The fabric of the
team was woven from the initial threads of the 1963 NCAA championship Loyola squad that not only
captured a national title, but also made historic strides for college basketball and the nation with
regard to civil rights and racial integration. While the nation was admiring the grit, maturity, and
determination of Loyola’s relatively unheralded players, they also fell in love with the sincerity of
Sister Jean—the ninety-nine-year-old team chaplain and pop culture sensation now featured on
bobbleheads and memes across the country. This unique and colorful story is properly told through
the voices of those who actually took part in the joyful games, without shying away from the painful
incidents that represent a significant part of our country’s history.
  creighton ncaa tournament history: Hawkeye Greats, by the Numbers Lyle Hammes, Neal
Rozendaal, Kevin Hammes, 2010 Hawkeye Greats, By the Numbers features prominent Hawkeye
football and men's basketball players by their jersey numbers, and it's bound to be a hit with
Hawkeye fans as they recall all the fine players in Iowa football and men's basketball history who
wore those numbers. - Ron Gonder I think it's marvelous how you are arranging Hawkeye Greats, By
the Numbers. So often books in this genre are arranged by a ranking with no historical significance,
and I'm glad to see a book with a truly unique approach. - University of Iowa Press
  creighton ncaa tournament history: Insiders' Guide® to Omaha & Lincoln Sarah Baker
Hansen, 2011-09 Omaha, NE; Lincon, NE; Council Bluffs, IA]]>.
  creighton ncaa tournament history: Transforming the University of Kansas John L. Rury, Kim
Cary Warren, 2015-08-10 Sitting atop Mount Oread, the University of Kansas stands as a monument
to the determination of the state's earliest settlers to build for the future. As a city on a hill, the
university has also mirrored both American society's hopes and its fears—and never has this been
truer than over the past five decades. Transforming the University of Kansas chronicles the many
accomplishments and the daunting challenges that marked the last half-century at the University.
On the eve of the sesquicentennial anniversary of the school's founding, this book reflects upon the
people, politics, and developments that have transformed KU since 1965, making it the distinctive
institution of higher learning that it is today. Like major universities across the country, Kansas
became a global research institution in these years, a leader in academic inquiry and scholarly
expertise. It also experienced a wrenching process of change following student protests demanding
greater rights and recognition. The authors—all experts from KU's faculty or staff—focus on
particular aspects of the era, documenting major changes that occurred and introducing key leaders.
Organized in three broad categories—leadership and politics; teaching and research; and students,
protest, and sports—these essays draw upon a wealth of archival material, including interviews and



yearbooks, student publications, and alumni sources, to create a full and richly textured picture of
growth and change over five decades. These essays detail the school's transformation from a bucolic
college into a sprawling university, capturing the personalities and spirit of each of the eight
chancellors who have guided KU through these challenging times. The essays describe innovations
in learning, from the liberal arts through international studies and graduate research. And they
reveal the changing character of student life in curricular and extra-curricular activities, in campus
activism, scholarship, and athletics. Together the essays comprise a living portrait of the university,
broad in scope and vivid in detail, growing and adapting to a rapidly changing world, prepared to
meet the challenges of the new century.
  creighton ncaa tournament history: Hawkeye Legends, Lists and Lore Mike Finnie, Lou
Prato, Chad Leistikow, Ron Falk, 1998 In this book, Hawkeye Legends, Lists and Lore, lowa's grand
athletic history is chronicled in its most complete form ever and its athletes and teams of yesteryear
are brought back to life. This book also lists the great and not-so-great moments in lowa athletic
history in the 'Charts' features. These sections provide a handy factual resource to demonstrate
Hawkeye individuals and teams that rank in the school's history. Hawkeye Legends, Lists and Lore is
a must for anyone who is loyal to the Black and Gold and is the perfect gift for your favourite
Hawkeye fan.
  creighton ncaa tournament history: The One Hundred Greatest Moments in St. Louis
Sports Bob Broeg, 2000 St. Louis produced the 1904 Olympics, the man who created tennis's Davis
Cup, the first forward pass in football, one of the best collections of soccer talent in North America,
a Man named Stan, a record-smashing seventy home runs in one season, and most recently, the
Super Bowl champion Rams.
  creighton ncaa tournament history: Playing With Purpose Collection Mike Yorkey,
2012-10-01 Meet the “starting lineup” of talented big-time athletes with fascinating faith stories in
the Playing with Purpose Collection. This book chronicles the lives of several players who stand
strong for their Christian faith on the football field, the basketball court, and the baseball diamond.
Veteran CBA author Mike Yorkey, whose biography of quarterbacks Sam Bradford, Tim Tebow, and
Colt McCoy was a best-seller, also profiles major league stars such as Albert Pujols, Josh Hamilton,
Clayton Kershaw, Carlos Beltran, Ben Zobrist, and Mariano Rivera and NBA heroes like Kyle Korver,
Kevin Durant, Luke Ridnour, Stephen Curry, and Jeremy Lin. The Playing with Purpose Collection
will introduce you to talented athletes with compelling faith stories.
  creighton ncaa tournament history: On Wisconsin! Don Kopriva, Jim Mott, 2014-01-02
Highlights the histories, backgrounds and greatest moments of the college sports careers of players
and coaches in football, basketball and hockey from the Big Ten school the University of Wisconsin.
Original.
  creighton ncaa tournament history: NCAA Basketball's Finest National Collegiate Athletic
Association, Gary K. Johnson, 1998-09
  creighton ncaa tournament history: Making March Madness Chad Carlson, 2017-08-15
Throughout the NCAA Tournament’s history, underdogs, Cinderella stories, and upsets have
captured the attention and imagination of fans. Making March Madness is the story of this premiere
tournament, from its early days in Kansas City, to its move to Madison Square Garden, to its
surviving a point-shaving scandal in New York and taking its games to different sites across the
country.Chad Carlson’s analysis places college basketball in historical context and connects it to
larger issues in sport and American society, providing fresh insights on a host of topics that readers
will find interesting, illuminating, and thought provoking.
  creighton ncaa tournament history: The Sports Hall of Fame Encyclopedia Dave Blevins,
2011-12-23 In 1936, the Baseball Hall of Fame was established to honor the legends of the sport.
The first inductees were some of the greatest names of the dugout, including Ty Cobb and Babe
Ruth. Less than ten years later, in 1945, the Hockey Hall of Fame inducted its first members. The
Soccer Hall of Fame was established in 1950, followed by the Basketball Hall of Fame in 1959, and
the Football Hall of Fame in 1963. In all, more than 1,400 inductees—players, teams, and behind the



scenes personnel—have been enshrined in these five halls of fame. The Sports Hall of Fame
Encyclopedia is a comprehensive listing of each inductee elected into one or more of these major
sports halls of fame. From Hank Aaron to Fred Zollner, this book contains biographical information,
sport and position(s) played, and career statistics (when applicable) of each of the more than 1,400
honorees. The book also includes specific appendixes for each shrine, in which inductees are listed
alphabetically and by year of induction. Also included are appendixes briefly describing the history
of each hall of fame.
  creighton ncaa tournament history: Butler Basketball Legends Stan Sutton, 2018-07-11
The author of The Curse of the Indy 500 takes to the court to showcase the celebrated Bulldogs who
made their marks on college basketball. Although many fans think Butler University basketball took
off with its back-to-back NCAA tournament appearances in 2010 and 2011, the Butler Bulldogs have
a long history of tenaciously outplaying larger and better-known teams. In Butler Basketball
Legends, veteran sports writer Stan Sutton profiles the legacy of the Butler University basketball
program and the coaches, players, and fans who give it heart. Sutton takes readers behind the
scenes to meet Butler’s legendary stars and hear their stories, including players like Darnell Archey,
Gordon Hayward, Matt Howard, and Mike Green, and unforgettable coaches like Thad Matta and
Brad Stevens, and of course, Tony Hinkle. For 41 years Mr. Hinkle was the cornerstone of the
athletics department and built a winning basketball program around small guards, short but stout
centers, and players other coaches thought inadequate, leading Butler to over 550 victories. From
the fabled feats of past teams all the way up to the first season of new head coach LaVall Jordan,
Butler Basketball Legends is a must-read for all who love the game.
  creighton ncaa tournament history: The Gluten-Free Edge Peter Bronski, Melissa McLean
Jory, 2012-07-17 Since the advent of sport, athletes have worked to gain an edge on their
competition—to look, feel, and perform their best—through both training and nutrition. Today,
science is increasingly showing the negative impact that gluten, a protein in wheat, barley, and rye,
can have on health. For the estimated 30 million Americans with forms of gluten intolerance, such as
celiac disease, this all-too-common protein can cause gastrointestinal trouble, inflammation, muscle
fatigue, and mental fog that hinder an active lifestyle and negatively impact athletic performance.
The solution: a whole-foods, nutrient-dense gluten-free diet. Others who voluntarily eat gluten-free
can also discover an edge they never knew was missing: faster recovery, reduced inflammation,
improved digestion, and increased athletic performance. The Gluten-Free Edge is the first
comprehensive resource that includes: • What gluten is and how it negatively impacts health and
athletic performance • The myriad benefits of adopting a gluten-free nutrition plan • What to eat
during training, competition, and recovery • How to deal with group meals, eating on the road, and
getting “glutened” • Insights from prominent athletes already living the gluten-free edge • And 50
simple, high-octane recipes to fuel your performance Whether you’ve been diagnosed with gluten
intolerance or simply want to get ahead of the competition, this book is for you. Your own gluten-free
edge is waiting.
  creighton ncaa tournament history: Nebraska History Addison Erwin Sheldon, James Lee
Sellers, James C. Olson, 2016
  creighton ncaa tournament history: American Sports Murry R. Nelson, 2013-05-23 America
loves sports. This book examines and details the proof of this fascination seen throughout American
society—in our literature, film, and music; our clothing and food; and the iconography of the nation.
This momentous four-volume work examines and details the cultural aspects of sport and how sport
pervasively reflects—and affects—myriad aspects of American society from the early 1900s to the
present day. Written in a straightforward, readable manner, the entries cover both historical and
contemporary aspects of sport and American culture. Unlike purely historical encyclopedias on
sports, the contributions within these volumes cover related subject matter such as poetry, novels,
music, films, plays, television shows, art and artists, mythologies, artifacts, and people. While this
encyclopedia set is ideal for general readers who need information on the diverse aspects of sport in
American culture for research purposes or are merely reading for enjoyment, the detailed nature of



the entries will also prove useful as an initial source for scholars of sport and American culture.
Each entry provides a number of both print and online resources for further investigation of the
topic.
  creighton ncaa tournament history: Blue Ribbon: College Basketball Yearbook ,
  creighton ncaa tournament history: Miracles on the Hardwood John Gasaway, 2021-03-16
Discover the David vs. Goliath rise of Catholic college basketball, from Villanova to Georgetown to
Gonzaga, where small schools perennially shoot past the big power conference programs. In
MIRACLES ON THE HARDWOOD, author John Gasaway traces the rise of Catholic college
basketball—from its early days (Villanova made an appearance in the Final Four in the first NCAA
tournament in 1939) to the dominance of the San Francisco Dons in the 1950s and the ascendance
of powerhouses Georgetown, Villanova, and Gonzaga—through their decades-long rivalries and
championship games. Featuring interviews with notable coaches, players, alums, and
fans—including Loyola Chicago's most famous and dedicated fan, 100-year-old Sister Jean—to get at
the heart of how these universities have excelled at this sport. Small in number but devout in the
game's spirit, these teams have made the miraculous a matter of ritual, and their greatest works
may be yet to come.
  creighton ncaa tournament history: Indiana University Basketball Encyclopedia Jason
Hiner, 2004 The tradition of college basketball excellence that reigns at Indiana University can only
be matched by a handful of other elite programs, while the fierce devotion of IU basketball fans has
been selling out arenas and inspiring generation after generation of Hoosier fans for over a century.
The Indiana University Basketball Encyclopedia captures the glory, the tradition, and the
championships, from the team's inaugural games in the winter of 1901 all the way through the
2003-04 season. The most comprehensive book ever written about IU basketball, this encyclopedia
covers every season and every game the Hoosiers have played throughout their illustrious history,
including all of the program's Big Ten Conference championships and NCAA championships. It is a
must-have for the library of every devoted IU basketball fan and a fitting guide to one of the most
storied traditions in all of college basketball.
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