
creighton basketball tournament history
creighton basketball tournament history is a rich and evolving narrative that highlights the
achievements and growth of the Creighton Bluejays men's basketball program. From its early
beginnings to its current status as a competitive force in NCAA tournaments, Creighton has built a
legacy marked by significant wins, notable players, and memorable tournament runs. This article
explores the comprehensive history of Creighton basketball in postseason play, including conference
tournaments and the NCAA Division I Men's Basketball Tournament. The journey covers key
milestones, coaching eras, and the impact of Creighton’s performances on the national stage.
Additionally, it delves into the evolution of the program within various conferences and how
tournament success has shaped its reputation. The following sections provide an in-depth look at the
Creighton basketball tournament history, offering insights into pivotal moments and future
prospects.

Early Years and Initial Tournament Appearances

Creighton in the Missouri Valley Conference Tournaments

NCAA Tournament Performances and Highlights

Impact of Coaching on Tournament Success

Recent Tournament Runs and Future Outlook

Early Years and Initial Tournament Appearances
The foundation of Creighton basketball tournament history began in the early 20th century when the
program first competed in regional postseason events. Although not initially a powerhouse,
Creighton steadily grew in competitiveness. The Bluejays made their debut in the NCAA Tournament
in 1941, marking a significant milestone in the program’s journey. Early appearances were sporadic,
but each tournament experience contributed to the development of the team’s competitive edge.
Over these formative decades, Creighton established itself as a respected Midwestern basketball
program, laying the groundwork for future successes in postseason play.

First NCAA Tournament Appearances
Creighton’s first NCAA Tournament participation in 1941 was a historic moment that introduced the
program to national competition. During this era, the tournament was much smaller, and
Creighton’s involvement helped put the university on the collegiate basketball map. Though early
tournament runs were brief, they provided valuable exposure and experience that would benefit the
program in subsequent decades. These initial appearances were crucial in building the identity and
ambition of Creighton basketball in the postseason landscape.



Early Postseason Challenges
Despite qualifying for postseason play, Creighton faced challenges typical of emerging basketball
programs, including limited resources and stiff competition from established teams. These hurdles
often resulted in early exits from tournaments but also served to motivate the coaching staff and
players to elevate the program. The lessons learned during these early years contributed to strategic
improvements and recruiting efforts that eventually enhanced Creighton’s tournament
competitiveness.

Creighton in the Missouri Valley Conference
Tournaments
Creighton’s tenure in the Missouri Valley Conference (MVC) was a defining period for the basketball
program’s tournament history. Joining the MVC in 1977, Creighton quickly became a dominant force
in conference play and postseason tournaments. The MVC tournament provided a platform for the
Bluejays to showcase their talent and secure NCAA Tournament bids through conference
championships. This era is marked by multiple MVC tournament titles and consistent postseason
appearances, solidifying Creighton’s reputation within the conference and nationally.

Conference Tournament Championships
During their time in the Missouri Valley Conference, Creighton won several MVC tournament
championships, which were pivotal in earning automatic NCAA Tournament bids. These
championships were celebrated achievements that highlighted the team’s ability to perform under
pressure in high-stakes games. The Bluejays’ success in the MVC tournament was a key factor in
raising the profile of the program during the 1980s and 1990s.

Notable MVC Tournament Runs
Several MVC tournament runs stand out in Creighton basketball tournament history. These include
seasons where the Bluejays overcame higher-ranked opponents to claim the conference title or
advance deep into the tournament. Such performances demonstrated the team’s resilience and
competitive spirit. Memorable MVC tournament moments often featured standout players who
would later make significant contributions at the professional level.

NCAA Tournament Performances and Highlights
Creighton’s participation in the NCAA Division I Men’s Basketball Tournament is a central element
of the program’s tournament history. Over the years, the Bluejays have made numerous tournament
appearances, advancing beyond the first round on several occasions. These performances have
helped elevate the program’s national standing and attracted top recruits. The NCAA Tournament
highlights include notable victories, upset wins, and appearances in later rounds that have energized
the fan base and university community.



Deep Tournament Runs
Among the most significant achievements in Creighton basketball tournament history are the deep
runs made in the NCAA Tournament. These include multiple appearances in the Round of 32 and
Sweet Sixteen, where the Bluejays competed against some of the nation’s best programs. Such
successes not only showcased the team’s skill and coaching but also brought broader recognition to
Creighton’s basketball program. These runs are often remembered for thrilling games and
exceptional individual performances.

Historic NCAA Tournament Wins
Creighton has recorded several historic wins in the NCAA Tournament, including upsets over higher-
seeded teams. These victories have become defining moments in the program’s tournament legacy.
They exemplify the Bluejays’ ability to compete at the highest level and perform under tournament
pressure. These wins have contributed to the program’s reputation as a formidable and
unpredictable opponent in March Madness.

Impact of Coaching on Tournament Success
The role of coaching in Creighton basketball tournament history cannot be overstated. Different
coaching eras have brought varying styles, strategies, and levels of success to the program’s
postseason campaigns. The leadership and vision provided by head coaches have been instrumental
in developing competitive teams capable of making significant tournament impacts. Coaching
stability and innovation have contributed to Creighton’s sustained presence in conference and
national tournaments.

Influential Coaches in Tournament History
Several coaches have left a lasting mark on Creighton’s basketball tournament history. Coaches
such as Eddie Sutton, Dana Altman, and Greg McDermott have guided the Bluejays through some of
their most successful postseason runs. Their ability to recruit talented players, implement effective
game plans, and foster team cohesion has been critical to tournament achievements. Each coach’s
tenure reflects distinct phases of growth and success in Creighton basketball history.

Coaching Strategies for Tournament Play
Successful tournament performances often hinge on coaching strategies tailored to the high-
pressure environment of postseason play. Creighton’s coaching staffs have emphasized defensive
intensity, disciplined offense, and adaptability to different opponents. These strategies have helped
the Bluejays navigate the challenges of single-elimination tournaments and capitalize on their
strengths. Effective coaching adjustments during games have frequently been a decisive factor in
Creighton’s tournament victories.



Recent Tournament Runs and Future Outlook
The most recent years have seen Creighton continue to build on its basketball tournament history
with consistent postseason appearances and competitive performances. Transitioning into the Big
East Conference, Creighton has faced new challenges and opportunities that have influenced its
tournament trajectory. The program’s ability to maintain high standards and compete against top-
tier programs reflects its ongoing commitment to excellence in tournament play. Looking ahead,
Creighton aims to deepen its NCAA Tournament runs and solidify its status as a perennial
contender.

Performance in the Big East Conference
Since joining the Big East Conference, Creighton has adapted to a higher level of competition in
both regular season and tournament play. The Big East tournament is highly competitive, featuring
some of the nation’s best programs. Creighton’s performances in this environment have
demonstrated resilience and growth, contributing to its evolving tournament history. Success in the
Big East tournament is key to securing NCAA Tournament bids and improving seeding positions.

Prospects for Future Tournament Success
Creighton’s future in basketball tournament history looks promising due to strong recruiting,
experienced coaching, and a dedicated fan base. The program continues to invest in player
development and strategic planning aimed at achieving deeper NCAA Tournament runs. With a
focus on maintaining competitive excellence, Creighton is positioned to enhance its legacy and make
significant impacts in upcoming tournaments.

Early NCAA Tournament participation in 1941

Multiple Missouri Valley Conference tournament championships

Notable NCAA Tournament victories and Sweet Sixteen appearances

Influential coaching eras shaping tournament outcomes

Recent success in the Big East and future tournament ambitions

Frequently Asked Questions

How many NCAA Tournament appearances has Creighton
basketball made?
As of 2024, Creighton basketball has made 22 NCAA Tournament appearances.



What is Creighton basketball's best performance in the NCAA
Tournament?
Creighton's best performance in the NCAA Tournament was reaching the Sweet Sixteen, which they
achieved several times, most recently in 2021.

When did Creighton basketball first participate in a
postseason tournament?
Creighton basketball first participated in a postseason tournament in 1942 when they played in the
National Invitation Tournament (NIT).

Has Creighton ever won a conference tournament to earn an
NCAA bid?
Yes, Creighton has won multiple conference tournaments, including titles in the Missouri Valley
Conference, which secured them automatic bids to the NCAA Tournament.

Who is Creighton basketball's all-time leading scorer in
tournament play?
Doug McDermott is Creighton basketball's all-time leading scorer in NCAA Tournament play.

Additional Resources
1. Bluejays on the Rise: The Creighton Basketball Tournament Journey
This book chronicles the evolution of Creighton University's basketball program, focusing on their
significant tournament appearances. It highlights key games, standout players, and coaching
strategies that propelled the Bluejays through various seasons. Readers gain insight into the team's
growth and the challenges they faced in the competitive landscape of college basketball.

2. March Madness and the Bluejays: Creighton's Tournament Triumphs
Delving into the excitement of March Madness, this title explores Creighton's most memorable
NCAA tournament runs. The book features detailed accounts of critical matchups, upsets, and
moments that defined the Bluejays' presence on the national stage. It also includes interviews with
former players and coaches, providing personal perspectives on the tournament experience.

3. Heart and Hustle: Creighton Basketball’s Tournament Legacy
Focusing on the grit and determination of Creighton basketball teams, this book celebrates the
players and coaches who made tournament history. It covers multiple decades, showcasing how the
program built a reputation for resilience and competitive spirit. The narrative emphasizes the
community's support and the cultural impact of basketball in Omaha.

4. From Underdogs to Contenders: Creighton’s Tournament Breakthroughs
This title examines the turning points when Creighton basketball transitioned from a regional team
to a national contender. It highlights pivotal tournament games that changed perceptions and
elevated the program’s status. The author provides analysis on tactical adjustments and player



development that contributed to these breakthroughs.

5. Bluejay Legends: Iconic Players in Creighton Tournament History
Celebrating the stars who left a lasting mark on Creighton’s tournament history, this book profiles
legendary players and their standout performances. Each chapter focuses on an individual’s journey,
achievements, and impact during tournament play. It also reflects on how these players inspired
future generations of Bluejays.

6. Coaching the Clutch: Leadership in Creighton Basketball Tournaments
This book explores the coaching philosophies and leadership styles that guided Creighton teams
through high-pressure tournament situations. It delves into the careers of notable coaches and their
strategic decisions during critical games. Readers gain an understanding of how coaching influenced
the team’s successes and failures in tournament play.

7. Bluejay Battles: Memorable Tournament Games in Creighton History
A game-by-game recounting of the most thrilling and impactful tournament matches in Creighton
basketball history. The book captures the intensity, drama, and excitement of these contests through
vivid storytelling and detailed play-by-play analysis. It serves as a tribute to the unforgettable
moments that define the Bluejays’ tournament legacy.

8. Building a Dynasty: Creighton Basketball’s Tournament Era
This comprehensive history traces the development of Creighton’s basketball program into a
consistent tournament competitor. It covers recruiting, program investments, and cultural shifts that
supported sustained success. The narrative emphasizes the strategic planning behind Creighton’s
rise in college basketball tournament prominence.

9. Omaha’s Pride: Creighton Basketball and the Tournament Tradition
Highlighting the deep connection between the Creighton basketball team and the Omaha
community, this book explores how tournament success has fostered local pride. It includes fan
stories, community events, and the economic impact of tournament runs. The book illustrates how
basketball tournaments became a unifying force for the city and the university.
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  creighton basketball tournament history: Basketball David L. Porter, 2005-07-30 From its
beginnings at the turn of the 20th century to its pervasive presence in 21st-century America,
basketball has grown into an undeniably important sport. The 575 entries in this biographical
dictionary present concise narratives on the lives and careers on the most important names in
basketball history. Entries include both classic players such as Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Bob Cousy
as well as more recently established and up-and-coming stars such as Carmelo Anthony, Kevin
Garnett, and LeBron James. Entries for coaches such as the Boston Celtics' Red Auerbach and Mike
Krzyzewski from Duke University present the figures who have shaped the game from courtside,
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while the inclusion of female players and coaches such as Lisa Leslie, Diana Taurasi, and Pat
Summitt show that basketball is not just a sport for men. From its beginnings at the turn of the 20th
century to its pervasive presence in 21st-century America, basketball has grown into an undeniably
important sport. The 575 entries in this biographical dictionary present concise narratives on the
lives and careers on the most important names in basketball history. Entries include both classic
players such as Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Bob Cousy as well as more recently established and
up-and-coming stars such as Carmelo Anthony, Kevin Garnett, and LeBron James. Entries for
coaches such as the Boston Celtics' Red Auerbach and Mike Krzyzewski from Duke University
present the figures who have shaped the game from courtside, while the inclusion of female players
and coaches such as Lisa Leslie, Diana Taurasi, and Pat Summitt show that basketball is not just a
sport for men. This volume is an ideal reference for students seeking easily accessed information on
the greats of the game.
  creighton basketball tournament history: ESPN College Basketball Encyclopedia Espn,
2009 A comprehensive reference provides historical overviews of all 335 Division 1 teams,
season-by-season summaries, ESPN/Sagarin rankings of top-selected college basketball programs,
and more.
  creighton basketball tournament history: The History of Loyola Basketball Fred Mitchell,
2019-03-12 “Only a seasoned journalist like Fred Mitchell could uncover the fascinating stories
behind the Ramblers’ glorious journey to the NCAA championship. Mitchell details surprising,
‘behind-the-curtain’ events, which carry the reader on a breath-taking trip to an unexpected,
hard-fought victory.” —Robert Jordan, Jr., Ph.D., Loyola University, Retired Anchor/Reporter, WGN
TV - Chicago Loyola has become a national brand, led by a pragmatic, genuine, and unassuming
head coach. Porter Moser is known for doing things the right way and encouraging his players to
“buy in to the culture of the program” that stresses building character and encourages good
sportsmanship, teamwork, and respect for the process. The over-arching national narrative of the
2017–18 NCAA men’s basketball tournament became the valiant and totally unexpected run made by
the Loyola Ramblers to the Final Four. What a refreshing Cinderella Run that fans nationwide
appreciated after a college basketball season overloaded with negative headlines. The fabric of the
team was woven from the initial threads of the 1963 NCAA championship Loyola squad that not only
captured a national title, but also made historic strides for college basketball and the nation with
regard to civil rights and racial integration. While the nation was admiring the grit, maturity, and
determination of Loyola’s relatively unheralded players, they also fell in love with the sincerity of
Sister Jean—the ninety-nine-year-old team chaplain and pop culture sensation now featured on
bobbleheads and memes across the country. This unique and colorful story is properly told through
the voices of those who actually took part in the joyful games, without shying away from the painful
incidents that represent a significant part of our country’s history.
  creighton basketball tournament history: Hawkeye Greats, By the Numbers L. Hammes,
N. Rozendaal; K. Hammes, 2010-10-21 Hawkeye Greats, By the Numbers features prominent
Hawkeye football and men’s basketball players by their jersey numbers, and it’s bound to be a hit
with Hawkeye fans as they recall all the fine players in Iowa football and men’s basketball history
who wore those numbers. - Ron Gonder I think it’s marvelous how you are arranging Hawkeye
Greats, By the Numbers. So often books in this genre are arranged by a ranking with no historical
significance, and I’m glad to see a book with a truly unique approach.” - University of Iowa Press
  creighton basketball tournament history: Insiders' Guide® to Omaha & Lincoln Sarah
Baker Hansen, 2011-09 Omaha, NE; Lincon, NE; Council Bluffs, IA]]>.
  creighton basketball tournament history: Scholastic Year in Sports 2023 James Buckley
Jr., 2022-12-06 The ultimate book for young sports fans is back with the past year's top sports
stories. Look back on another year in sports with Scholastic, featuring exciting and all-new coverage
for 2023. Get up close and personal with the top athletes in baseball, basketball, football, soccer,
and more in this perfect book for sports fanatics and newbies alike.
  creighton basketball tournament history: Final Four Records, 1939-1992 National Collegiate



Athletic Association, 1992
  creighton basketball tournament history: American Sports Murry R. Nelson, 2013-05-23
America loves sports. This book examines and details the proof of this fascination seen throughout
American society—in our literature, film, and music; our clothing and food; and the iconography of
the nation. This momentous four-volume work examines and details the cultural aspects of sport and
how sport pervasively reflects—and affects—myriad aspects of American society from the early
1900s to the present day. Written in a straightforward, readable manner, the entries cover both
historical and contemporary aspects of sport and American culture. Unlike purely historical
encyclopedias on sports, the contributions within these volumes cover related subject matter such as
poetry, novels, music, films, plays, television shows, art and artists, mythologies, artifacts, and
people. While this encyclopedia set is ideal for general readers who need information on the diverse
aspects of sport in American culture for research purposes or are merely reading for enjoyment, the
detailed nature of the entries will also prove useful as an initial source for scholars of sport and
American culture. Each entry provides a number of both print and online resources for further
investigation of the topic.
  creighton basketball tournament history: On Wisconsin! Don Kopriva, Jim Mott, 2014-01-02
Highlights the histories, backgrounds and greatest moments of the college sports careers of players
and coaches in football, basketball and hockey from the Big Ten school the University of Wisconsin.
Original.
  creighton basketball tournament history: The Totally Awesome World of Caitlin Clark Sara
Weiss, 2025-04-22 Learn everything there is to know about the WNBA’s brightest star in The Totally
Awesome World of Caitlin Clark! Are you a basketball superfan? Do you want to dive into the life of
one of the greatest players? From the Totally Awesome World series for middle-grade readers, this
book covers all the major highlights of Caitlin Clark’s career on and off the basketball court. Perfect
for a Caitlin Clark fan or basketball fanatic, this is the go-to guide to one of the greatest basketball
players of all time. Caitlin has already accomplished so much—and she’s just getting started! In The
Totally Awesome World of Caitlin Clark, you’ll learn about: Caitlin’s early life and her first successes
on the court Her dazzling college basketball career at the University of Iowa Her current stats in the
WNBA as a point guard with the Indiana Fever Her pursuits off the court, including her love of golf,
her business endeavors, and her philanthropic efforts The Totally Awesome World of Caitlin Clark is
jam-packed with fun facts, basketball stats, and thought-provoking questions for young readers, sure
to inspire any basketball fan to live their own totally awesome life. Explore the worlds of more
amazing people in The Totally Awesome World of Cristiano Ronaldo, The Totally Awesome World of
Steph Curry, and The Totally Awesome World of MrBeast.
  creighton basketball tournament history: Bracketology Joe Lunardi, David Smale, Mark
Few, 2021-03-02 Lunardi delves into the early days of Bracketology, details its growth, and dispels
the myths of the process The NCAA Tournament has become one of the most popular sports events
in the country, consuming fans for weeks with the run to the Final Four and ultimately the crowning
of the champion of college hoops.? Each March, millions of Americans fill out their bracket in the
hopes of correctly predicting the future. Yet, there is no true Madness without the oft-debated
question about what teams should be seeded where—from the Power-5 Blue Blood with some early
season stumbles on their resume to the mid-major that rampaged through their less competitive
conference season—and the inventor of Bracketology himself, Joe Lunardi, now reveals the mystery
and science behind the legend. While going in depth on his ever-evolving predictive formula, Lunardi
compares great teams from different eras with intriguing results, talks to the biggest names in
college basketball about their perception of Bracketology (both good and bad), and looks ahead to
the future of the sport and how Bracketology will help shape the conversation. This fascinating book
is a must-read for college hoops fans and anyone who has aspired to win their yearly office pool.
  creighton basketball tournament history: 100 Things Iowa State Fans Should Know &
Do Before They Die Alex Halsted, Dylan Montz, 2015-09 Perfect for Iowa State fans who think they
already know everything Most Iowa State fans have taken in a game at Jack Trice Stadium or the



Hilton Coliseum and have seen highlights of Troy Davis and Fred Hoiberg. But only real fans know
the original team name, the location and story behind the victory bell, or were there when the
basketball team made an Elite Eight run in 2000. 100 Things Iowa State Fans Should Know & Do
Before They Die is the ultimate resource guide for true fans of Iowa State athletics. Whether they
are die-hard boosters from the days of Earle Bruce on the gridiron or new supporters of Fred
Hoiberg and ISU hoops, fans will value these essential pieces of Cyclones football and basketball
knowledge and trivia—and all of the must-do activities in their lifetime.
  creighton basketball tournament history: Cinderella at the Big Dance Ron Snyder,
2022-06-17 One of the biggest draws on the sports calendar, the NCAA men's basketball tournament
routinely thrills fans with bracket buster upsets. From Loyola Marymount's emotional 1990 run
following the death of team leader Hank Gathers to UMBC in 2018 becoming the first 16-seed to
defeat a 1-seed, March Madness holds the sporting world captive for a few weeks each year and
changes the lives of players. Drawing on dozens of original interviews, this book chronicles the
tournament's many underdog tournament runs, with insights into the teams beyond their exploits on
the hardwood.
  creighton basketball tournament history: Making March Madness Chad Carlson,
2017-08-15 Throughout the NCAA Tournament’s history, underdogs, Cinderella stories, and upsets
have captured the attention and imagination of fans. Making March Madness is the story of this
premiere tournament, from its early days in Kansas City, to its move to Madison Square Garden, to
its surviving a point-shaving scandal in New York and taking its games to different sites across the
country.Chad Carlson’s analysis places college basketball in historical context and connects it to
larger issues in sport and American society, providing fresh insights on a host of topics that readers
will find interesting, illuminating, and thought provoking.
  creighton basketball tournament history: Playing With Purpose Collection Mike Yorkey,
2012-10-01 Meet the “starting lineup” of talented big-time athletes with fascinating faith stories in
the Playing with Purpose Collection. This book chronicles the lives of several players who stand
strong for their Christian faith on the football field, the basketball court, and the baseball diamond.
Veteran CBA author Mike Yorkey, whose biography of quarterbacks Sam Bradford, Tim Tebow, and
Colt McCoy was a best-seller, also profiles major league stars such as Albert Pujols, Josh Hamilton,
Clayton Kershaw, Carlos Beltran, Ben Zobrist, and Mariano Rivera and NBA heroes like Kyle Korver,
Kevin Durant, Luke Ridnour, Stephen Curry, and Jeremy Lin. The Playing with Purpose Collection
will introduce you to talented athletes with compelling faith stories.
  creighton basketball tournament history: The Sports Hall of Fame Encyclopedia Dave
Blevins, 2011-12-23 In 1936, the Baseball Hall of Fame was established to honor the legends of the
sport. The first inductees were some of the greatest names of the dugout, including Ty Cobb and
Babe Ruth. Less than ten years later, in 1945, the Hockey Hall of Fame inducted its first members.
The Soccer Hall of Fame was established in 1950, followed by the Basketball Hall of Fame in 1959,
and the Football Hall of Fame in 1963. In all, more than 1,400 inductees-players, teams, and behind
the scenes personnel-have been enshrined in these five halls of fame. The Sports Hall of Fame
Encyclopedia is a comprehensive listing of each inductee elected into one or more of these major
sports halls of fame. From Hank Aaron to Fred Zollner, this book contains biographical information,
sport and position(s) played, and career statistics (when applicable) of each of the more than 1,400
honorees. The book also includes specific appendixes for each shrine, in which inductees are listed
alphabetically and by year of induction. Also included are appendixes briefly describing the history
of each hall of fame.
  creighton basketball tournament history: The Sports Hall of Fame Encyclopedia David
Blevins, 2012 Provides a comprehensive listing, including biographical information and statistics, of
each athlete inducted into one of the major sports halls of fame.
  creighton basketball tournament history: "Who Da Man? The Quintessential Analysis of NBA
Draft History 1947-2010" Tim Johnson, 2011-03-18 A slot-by-slot analysis of every NBA Draft since
1947. Best and Featured players are identified at each slot, along with recaps and statistics. The Top



30 slots include the five best players ever selected ine ach slot. Also included is a worst-to-first
ranking of each draft in NBA history.
  creighton basketball tournament history: Good Enough to Be Great Josh Barr, 2013-02-12
The 2001-02 season was a magical one for the Maryland basketball team, culminating in the school's
first-ever NCAA title. But as Washington Post sportswriter Josh Barr reveals here, it was never an
easy road. Barr, who has spent four years on the Maryland beat, had unrivalled access to Terrapin
coaches and players, and here he provides the extraordinary behind-the-scenes story of Maryland's
rise to glory. He also reveals how, under Williams's leadership, players most observers had sneered
at became the best team in college basketball. Barr offers keen insight into just what separated the
Terrapins from every other team in the country-and from previous Maryland teams that always came
up short. Along the way, we get riveting portraits of unlikely All-American Juan Dixon, who in high
school lost both parents to drug-related AIDS; standout center Lonny Baxter, once considered too
short and too chubby to play big-time college basketball; sophomore Chris Wilcox, the amazingly
talented but frustratingly inconsistent forward; fiery Gary Williams, the coach who, many critics had
said, could never win the big one; and many others. This is a remarkable story of talent and
determination at college basketball's highest levels.
  creighton basketball tournament history: The Big East Dana O'Neil, 2023-02-28 The
definitive, compulsively readable story of the greatest era of the most iconic league in college
basketball history—the Big East “This book, full of long-standing rivalries, unmatched moments in
the lives of coaches and players, and juicy insider gossip, is, like the game of basketball, a ton of
fun.”—Philadelphia magazine The names need no introduction: Thompson and Patrick, Boeheim and
the Pearl, and of course Gavitt. And the moments are part of college basketball lore: the Sweater
Game, Villanova Beats Georgetown, and Six Overtimes. But this is the story of the Big East
Conference that you haven’t heard before—of how the Northeast, once an afterthought, became the
epicenter of college basketball. Before the league’s founding, East Coast basketball had crowned
just three national champions in forty years, and none since 1954. But in the Big East’s first ten
years, five of its teams played for a national championship. The league didn’t merely inherit good
teams; it created them. But how did this unlikely group of schools come to dominate college
basketball so quickly and completely? Including interviews with more than sixty of the key figures in
the conference’s history, The Big East charts the league’s daring beginnings and its incredible rise.
It transports fans inside packed arenas to epic wars fought between transcendent players, and
behind locker-room doors where combustible coaches battled even more fiercely for a leg up.
Started on a handshake and a prayer, the Big East carved an improbable arc in sports history, an
ensemble of Catholic schools banding together to not only improve their own stations but rewrite the
geographic boundaries of basketball. As former UConn coach Jim Calhoun eloquently put it, “It was
Camelot. Camelot with bad language.”
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