crime and deviance sociology

crime and deviance sociology is a crucial area of study within the broader
field of sociology that examines behaviors which violate societal norms and
laws. This discipline analyzes the causes, consequences, and social responses
to actions deemed criminal or deviant by a given community. Understanding
crime and deviance sociology involves exploring theoretical perspectives, the
role of social control, and the impact of cultural and structural factors on
individuals and groups. The study also addresses the distinction between
crime and deviance, how societies label certain behaviors, and the ways in
which power and inequality influence definitions of deviance. This article
provides a comprehensive overview of crime and deviance sociology, including
key theories, types of deviance, and the social mechanisms that regulate
conformity and deviance. The following sections offer an in-depth look at
these topics to enhance understanding of this complex sociological field.

e Theoretical Perspectives on Crime and Deviance
e Types and Forms of Deviance
e Social Control and Crime Prevention

e Crime, Deviance, and Social Inequality

Theoretical Perspectives on Crime and Deviance

The study of crime and deviance sociology is deeply rooted in various
theoretical frameworks that seek to explain why individuals or groups engage
in behaviors that violate social norms or laws. These perspectives provide
lenses through which sociologists analyze the origins and functions of
deviant behavior within society.

Functionalist Perspective

The functionalist approach views crime and deviance as inevitable and
necessary components of society. According to Emile Durkheim, deviance serves
important functions such as clarifying moral boundaries, promoting social
cohesion by uniting members against deviant acts, and facilitating social
change by challenging outdated norms. From this perspective, crime and
deviance help maintain social order by reinforcing the collective conscience.



Conflict Perspective

The conflict theory emphasizes the role of power and inequality in defining
crime and deviance. It argues that laws and norms reflect the interests of
dominant groups, who use social control mechanisms to maintain their power.
This perspective highlights how marginalized populations are
disproportionately labeled as deviant or criminal due to systemic
inequalities in the legal and social systems.

Symbolic Interactionism

Symbolic interactionist theories focus on the meanings and definitions
attached to deviance through social interactions. Labeling theory, for
example, examines how the process of labeling an individual as deviant can
lead to a self-fulfilling prophecy, reinforcing deviant behavior. This
perspective underscores the subjective nature of deviance and the importance
of societal reaction in shaping individual identity.

Types and Forms of Deviance

Crime and deviance sociology distinguishes between various types and forms of
deviant behavior, recognizing that not all deviance is criminal and not all
crime is equally stigmatized. Understanding these categories helps clarify
the complexities of social norms and the diverse range of behaviors
considered deviant.

Primary and Secondary Deviance

Primary deviance refers to initial acts of rule-breaking that do not result
in a person being labeled as deviant. Secondary deviance occurs when an
individual internalizes the deviant label and continues the behavior,
reinforcing their deviant identity. This distinction is important in
understanding how societal reactions influence the persistence of deviance.

Criminal vs. Non-Criminal Deviance

Not all deviant acts are criminal; some violate informal social norms rather
than formal laws. Examples of non-criminal deviance include unconventional
fashion, eccentric behaviors, or subcultural norms that differ from
mainstream society. Criminal deviance, on the other hand, involves violations
of laws such as theft, assault, or drug trafficking.



White-Collar and Street Crime

White-collar crime refers to financially motivated, non-violent crimes
typically committed by business or government professionals. Examples include
fraud, embezzlement, and insider trading. Street crime involves more visible,
often violent offenses such as robbery, burglary, and assault. These
categories highlight differences in the nature of crime and societal
responses to offenders.

Deviance 1in Subcultures

Certain subcultures may embrace behaviors that mainstream society labels as
deviant. These groups develop their own norms and values, which can conflict
with dominant social expectations. Understanding deviance in subcultures is
essential to grasping the relativity of deviance and the cultural context
that shapes it.

Social Control and Crime Prevention

Social control mechanisms are vital in regulating behavior and maintaining
order within society. Crime and deviance sociology examines how formal and
informal controls operate to discourage deviance and promote conformity.

Formal Social Control

Formal social control involves institutions such as the police, courts, and
correctional facilities that enforce laws and administer punishments for
criminal behavior. These agencies use legal sanctions to deter crime and
rehabilitate offenders, playing a critical role in the criminal justice
system.

Informal Social Control

Informal social control includes the everyday actions of family, peers,
teachers, and community members that influence conformity through
socialization, norms, and expectations. Positive reinforcement and social
sanctions such as praise, ridicule, or ostracism are examples of informal
mechanisms that regulate behavior.

Crime Prevention Strategies

Effective crime prevention involves a combination of strategies aimed at
reducing opportunities for crime and addressing underlying social factors.
These strategies include:



Community policing and neighborhood watch programs

Education and youth engagement initiatives

e Economic development and poverty reduction efforts

Rehabilitation and reintegration programs for offenders

Crime, Deviance, and Social Inequality

Crime and deviance sociology frequently explores the intersection between
deviant behavior and social inequality. The distribution of crime and the
societal response to it are deeply influenced by factors such as class, race,
gender, and power.

Class and Crime

Social class has a significant impact on both the likelihood of engaging in
deviant behavior and the way society responds to it. Lower socioeconomic
status is often correlated with higher rates of street crime, while white-
collar crime is more prevalent among the affluent. Additionally, poorer
communities may experience harsher legal penalties and increased
surveillance.

Race and Deviance

Racial and ethnic minorities are disproportionately represented in crime
statistics and are more likely to be targeted by law enforcement and the
criminal justice system. This disparity reflects systemic racism and biases
in social institutions, which contribute to unequal treatment and labeling of
deviance.

Gender and Deviance

Gender shapes patterns of deviance and crime, with men committing the
majority of violent and property crimes. However, gender norms also influence
the types of deviance individuals engage in and how they are perceived. For
example, female deviance often attracts different social reactions compared
to male deviance.

Power and Social Control

Power dynamics are central to understanding crime and deviance sociology.



Those in positions of authority influence laws, enforcement priorities, and
definitions of deviance, often protecting their own interests. This results
in social control that reinforces existing inequalities and marginalizes less
powerful groups.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of crime and deviance in
sociology?

In sociology, crime refers to behaviors that violate laws established by a
society, while deviance includes any behaviors, beliefs, or conditions that
violate social norms, whether or not they are codified into law.

How do sociologists differentiate between crime and
deviance?

Sociologists differentiate crime as actions that break formal laws and are
punishable by the state, whereas deviance encompasses a broader range of norm
violations, including informal social norms that might not be illegal.

What are some sociological theories that explain
crime and deviance?

Key sociological theories explaining crime and deviance include strain
theory, social learning theory, labeling theory, control theory, and conflict
theory, each offering different perspectives on why individuals engage in
deviant or criminal behavior.

How does labeling theory explain deviance?

Labeling theory suggests that deviance is not inherent in an act but results
from society labeling certain behaviors or individuals as deviant, which can
lead to a self-fulfilling prophecy where the labeled individuals internalize
and continue the deviant behavior.

What role does social control play in preventing
crime and deviance?

Social control involves mechanisms, both formal (laws, police) and informal
(family, peers), that regulate individual and group behavior, encouraging
conformity and discouraging deviance and crime through sanctions and social
expectations.



How do structural factors like poverty and
inequality influence crime rates?

Structural factors such as poverty, social inequality, and lack of access to
education and employment opportunities can increase the likelihood of crime
and deviance by creating stress, strain, and limited legitimate means to
achieve societal goals.

What is the significance of subcultures in
understanding deviance?

Subcultural theories argue that certain groups develop norms and values that
differ from or oppose mainstream society, which can lead to deviant behavior
as members conform to their subcultural expectations rather than societal
norms.

How has digital technology impacted crime and
deviance?

Digital technology has introduced new forms of crime and deviance such as
cybercrime, online harassment, and digital piracy, while also changing the
ways crimes are committed, detected, and studied within sociological
frameworks.

What is the relationship between power and the
definition of crime in sociology?

In sociology, power influences the definition of crime because those in power
often create and enforce laws that protect their interests, meaning that acts
by marginalized groups are more likely to be criminalized, while similar acts
by powerful groups may be overlooked.

Additional Resources

1. Deviant Behavior by Erich Goode

This foundational text explores the nature of deviance and the social
processes that define and react to deviant behavior. Goode examines various
types of deviance, ranging from minor infractions to serious crimes, and
discusses theoretical perspectives including labeling theory and social
control. The book provides an accessible introduction to how societies
construct norms and respond to those who violate them.

2. Criminology: The Core by Larry J. Siegel

Siegel’s book offers a comprehensive overview of criminological theories and

research, focusing on the causes and consequences of crime. It covers classic
and contemporary perspectives on crime, including biological, psychological,

and sociological explanations. The text also addresses policy implications



and the role of the criminal justice system.

3. Outsiders: Studies in the Sociology of Deviance by Howard S. Becker

This classic work introduces labeling theory and the concept of deviance as a
social construction. Becker argues that deviance is not inherent in any act
but is defined by societal reactions and labels. The book includes detailed
case studies and explores how those labeled as outsiders navigate their
social worlds.

4. Understanding Deviance: Connecting Classical and Contemporary Perspectives
by Scott H. Decker

Decker provides a balanced approach to understanding deviance by integrating
classical sociological theories with modern research. The book covers a wide
array of deviant behaviors, emphasizing the social context and the roles of
power and inequality. It also discusses policy and prevention strategies.

5. Crime and Deviance by Tim Newburn

Newburn’s text is a thorough introduction to the sociological study of crime
and deviance, combining theory with empirical evidence. It addresses key
topics such as the social construction of crime, the criminal justice system,
and patterns of offending. The book is known for its clear explanations and
critical approach.

6. The Social Reality of Crime by Jeffrey Ian Ross

This book examines crime as a social phenomenon shaped by cultural, economic,
and political factors. Ross emphasizes the importance of understanding crime
beyond individual pathology, focusing on social structures and power
relations. The text also explores policy responses and the implications of
labeling.

7. White-Collar Crime: The Abuse of Corporate and Government Power by Edwin
H. Sutherland

Sutherland’s pioneering work defines white-collar crime and challenges
traditional views that associate crime solely with lower socioeconomic
groups. The book highlights crimes committed by individuals in positions of
power and their broader social impact. It remains a key text for
understanding corporate deviance.

8. Deviance and Social Control by Michelle Inderbitzin, Kristin A. Bates, and
Randy R. Gainey

This book offers an in-depth look at deviance and the mechanisms societies
use to control it, including laws, norms, and informal sanctions. The authors
integrate theory with real-world examples, covering topics such as crime,
drug use, and sexual deviance. The text encourages critical thinking about
social responses to deviance.

9. The Culture of Control: Crime and Social Order in Contemporary Society by
David Garland

Garland explores the transformation of crime control policies and the rise of
a “culture of control” in late modern societies. The book analyzes changes in
policing, punishment, and public attitudes toward crime. It provides a socio-



historical perspective on how societies manage risk and maintain social
order.
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how functionalist, Marxist and interactionalist perspectives can enable a clearer understanding of
the complex relationship between society and crime, and give greater insight into the contentious
issue 0s how crime should be controlled. -- COVER.

crime and deviance sociology: Shades of Deviance Rowland Atkinson, Tammy Ayres,
2022-11-04 Shades of Deviance is a turbo-driven guide to crime and deviance. It offers politically
engaged, thought-provoking and accessibly written accounts of a wide range of socially and legally
prohibited acts. This updated and revised edition is designed to be essential reading for general
readers, undergraduate students in the fields of criminology and sociology, and those preparing to
embark on degree courses in these fields. Written by field-leading experts from across the globe and
designed for those who want a clear and exciting introduction to the complex areas of crime and
deviance, this book provides short overviews of a wide range of social problems, harms and criminal
acts, offering a series of cutting-edge and critical treatments of issues such as war and terrorism,
incels and the alt-right, ecocide, trolling, hate crime and chemsex. A guide is also given to further
readings and films to develop the reader’s understanding of these issues. This new edition has been
fully revised and extended, with new entries on robot sex, protest, child soldiers, online abuse,
cybercrime, drug trafficking, gangs and weapon use. Shades of Deviance encourages readers to
critically reconsider their ideas about what is right and wrong, about what is socially harmful and
which problems we should focus our attention on. It offers careful analysis and reasoned explanation
of complex issues in a world in which sensationalist headlines, anxiety and fear about crime
permeate our lives. Read it to be prepared for some of the key debates shaping the world to come.

crime and deviance sociology: Deviant Behavior Delos H. Kelly, Edward ]J. Clarke,
2002-05-31 Through a series of 45 carefully selected readings (20 new to this edition), Deviant
Behavior explores the ramifications of deviance for both the individual and society, examining the
responses of society to deviant behavior and the reasons why certain people violate the social norm.
Overall, the text probes the establishment and maintenance of deviant categories; the motivations
behind deviant behavior; the formal and informal labelling of individuals and particular segments of
society as deviant; the effects of institutionalization; the efforts of those considered deviant to shake
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the label; and the way deviant categories and structures can be altered.

crime and deviance sociology: Crime and Deviance Edwin McCarthy Lemert, 2000 This
volume brings together the significant essays and previously unpublished writings of Edwin M.
Lemert. Lemert was one of the first authors to establish the foundations of the modern sociology of
crime and social deviance and wrote with empirical insight on various related topics.

crime and deviance sociology: Theoretical Integration in the Study of Deviance and
Crime Steven F. Messner, Marvin D. Krohn, Allen E. Liska, 1989-01-01 How to best generate
theoretical growth in the contemporary study of deviance and crime has been the source of much
debate. This book represents a diverse range of viewpoints concerned about theoretical integration
and its benefits. The chapters encompass both discussion of the requisites for integrating theories
and examinations of methodological strategies to test these theories. By providing a source for those
grappling with the issue of theoretical integration, the book is sure to stimulate further theoretical
development in the sociology of deviance and in criminology.

crime and deviance sociology: The Sociology of Deviance Colin Sumner, 1994 Colin Sumner
charts the rise and fall of a field of enquiry. He argues that the lack of recent 'warfare over the
terrain of the sociology of deviance is actually due to the fact that the combatants over the years, in
their enthusiasm for the fight, have completely demolished the terrain...The terrain now resembles
the Somme in 1918. It is barren, fruitless, full of empty trenches and craters, littered with
unexploded mines, and eerily silent. No one fights for hegemony over a dangerous graveyard. It is
now time to drop arms and show respect for the dead.

crime and deviance sociology: Deviance and Social Control Mary McIntosh, Paul Rock,
2018-05-11 Originally published in 1974, Deviance and Social Control represents a collection of
original papers first heard at the annual meeting of the British Sociological Association in 1971.
They reveal how the American approach to deviance has been taken up by British sociologists, and
revised and modified, and they explore possibilities of extending and strengthening the subject, for
instance through comparative analysis or by examining issues which bear on deviant behaviour.

crime and deviance sociology: Perspectives on Deviance Allen E. Liska, 1987 This volume
examines the theory, research, and social policy implications of six major sociological perspectives
rather than types of deviant behavior.

crime and deviance sociology: Crime, Deviance and Social Control Emma Wincup, Janis
Griffiths, 1999 An examination of different sociological perspectives on crime and deviant behaviour
in our society. It covers: patterns of criminal behaviour; explaining crime - structural and
interpretative approaches; sociological perspectives on suicide; and defining, measuring and
controlling crime. The text should be suitable for both linear and modular courses, and has an exam
focus. It features sample questions and skills advice.

crime and deviance sociology: Deviance and Social Control Michelle Inderbitzin, Kristin A.
Bates, Randy R. Gainey, 2016-06-20 Deviance and Social Control: A Sociological Perspective, Second
Edition serves as a guide to students delving into the fascinating world of deviance for the first time.
Authors Michelle Inderbitzin, Kristin A. Bates, and Randy Gainey offer a clear overview of issues and
perspectives in the field, including introductions to classic and current sociological theories as well
as research on definitions and causes of deviance and reactions to deviant behavior. The unique
text/reader format provides the best of both worlds, offering both substantial original chapters that
clearly explain and outline the sociological perspectives on deviance, along with carefully selected
articles on deviance and social control taken directly from leading academic journals and books.

crime and deviance sociology: AQA A-level Sociology Student Guide 3: Crime and deviance
with theory and methods Dave O'Leary, 2020-05-25 Reinforce understanding of the content
examined in A-level Paper 3: Crime and deviance with Theory and methods. Packed full of clear topic
summaries, knowledge check questions and sample exam-style questions and answers with
commentaries, this guide will help students aim for and achieve the highest grades. This Student
Guide will help to: - Identify key content for the exams with our concise coverage of topics - Avoid
common pitfalls with clear definitions and exam tips throughout - Reinforce learning with bullet-list




summaries at the end of each section - Test knowledge with rapid-fire knowledge check questions
and answers - Find out what examiners are looking for with our Questions & Answers section

crime and deviance sociology: Crime, Deviance and Society Ana Rodas, Melanie Simpson,
Paddy Rawlinson, Ronald Kramer, Emma Ryan, Reece Walters, Emmeline Taylor, Alan Beckley,
Ashlee Gore, Chris Cunneen, Amanda Porter, Scott Poynting, Emma Russell, 2020-08-25 This book
offers a comprehensive introduction to criminological theory and examines how crime and deviance
are constructed.

crime and deviance sociology: Crime, Deviance and Popular Culture Dimitris Akrivos,
Alexandros K. Antoniou, 2019-01-28 This book explores the links between crime, deviance and
popular culture in our highly-mediatised era, offering an insight into the cultural processes through
which particular practices acquire a criminal or deviant status, and come to be seen as social
problems. Adopting a multidisciplinary approach, the edited collection brings together international
scholars across various areas of specialisation to provide an up-to-date analysis of some important
and topical issues in 21st-century popular culture. The chapters look at different aspects of popular
culture, including fictional detective narratives and the true crime genre, popular media
constructions of sexual deviance and Islamophobia, sports, graffiti and outlaw biker subcultures. The
authors examine a wide range of relevant case studies through a number of crime and
deviance-related theories. Crime, Deviance and Popular Culture will be of importance to scholars
and students across several disciplines, including criminology, sociology of deviance, social
anthropology, media studies, cultural studies, television studies and linguistics.

crime and deviance sociology: Perspectives on Crime and Deviance Allen E. Liska, Steven F.
Messner, 1999 This fully updated book reflects the most recent changes that have taken place within
the study of criminal and deviant behavior. Now with a greater slant on crime, it presents timely
discussions on theory, research and policy, and rounds out coverage with illuminating historical and
comparative research examples. Organizes chapters theoretically and provides a multiview
perspective for a sound, balanced treatment, with a solid integration of theory, research, and social
policy throughout. Emphasizes 'crime' as a specific form of deviance, and now uses actual research
examples vs. an encyclopedic review of research to add dimension and reinforce understanding.
Extensively revises discussions on theory, research and policy to incorporate the most current
information available. Visually supports material with diagrams, boxed research illustrations, tables,
graphs, and maps. For professors of sociology and criminal justice.

crime and deviance sociology: Criminal Theory Profiles Joshua D. Behl, Leonard A.
Steverson, 2021-09-23 This book brings to life the major theories of crime and deviance by
presenting detailed profiles that help readers differentiate each theory and its major propositions by
better understanding how, when, and by whom the theory was formed. Criminology is based on
strong theoretical foundations that attempt to answer the question of why people commit crime.
Criminological theory is especially complex in that theorists come from a variety of disciplines
including medicine, sociology, psychology, economics, and law. While not an exhaustive list of each
theorist’s works, nor an in-depth review of the empirical work that has been done on each theory,
this text tracks the intellectual development of a theory by profiling the theorists who are
responsible for the major ideas in criminological thought. By viewing the field in the context of the
social conditions of the time and the personal histories of the theorists, students can better
understand the intellectual history of each theory and the relationship between criminology and
other fields, to grasp a better appreciation of how the science of crime and the study of criminals has
evolved. All chapters are organized with a brief overview of the theorist and their significant ideas, a
biographical profile of the theorist, coverage of the theoretical developments and contributions of
the theorist, a list of major works by the theorist, and a summary detailing the overall legacy of the
theorist in the field. This book is ideal for courses on criminology, criminological theory, and
criminal behavior.

crime and deviance sociology: Understanding Deviance David Downes, 1994
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