critical analysis of policy

critical analysis of policy is an essential process in understanding, evaluating, and improving public
and organizational policies. This analytical approach critically examines the design, implementation,
and outcomes of policies to determine their effectiveness and impact on targeted populations. It
involves assessing various dimensions such as policy objectives, stakeholder interests, resource
allocation, and potential unintended consequences. The critical analysis of policy helps identify
strengths and weaknesses, offering evidence-based recommendations for reform or enhancement.
This article explores the fundamental concepts, methodologies, and practical applications of critical
policy analysis, emphasizing its role in informed decision-making and governance. Additionally, it
covers challenges faced during analysis and the importance of continuous monitoring for policy
success. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview of these aspects, fostering a

deeper understanding of the critical analysis of policy in contemporary settings.
¢ Understanding Critical Analysis of Policy
» Key Methodologies in Policy Analysis
e Criteria for Evaluating Policies

¢ Challenges in Conducting Critical Policy Analysis

» Applications of Critical Analysis in Policy Development

Understanding Critical Analysis of Policy

The critical analysis of policy entails a systematic evaluation of policy measures to understand their



formulation, implementation, and outcomes. This approach goes beyond surface-level assessment by
questioning underlying assumptions, power dynamics, and socio-political contexts that influence policy
decisions. It seeks to uncover the implicit values and interests embedded in policy choices and
examines how these affect various stakeholders. By engaging in critical analysis, policymakers and
analysts can identify gaps, inconsistencies, and areas where policies may produce unintended or
adverse effects. This process is vital for promoting transparency, accountability, and equitable policy

development.

Definition and Scope

Critical analysis of policy is the process of rigorously examining policies to assess their rationale,
design, execution, and impact. It covers a broad scope, including economic, social, political, and
ethical dimensions. The analysis aims to provide insights that help refine policies to better address

societal needs and challenges.

Importance in Governance

Effective governance depends on the continuous scrutiny of policies to ensure they are achieving
intended goals without causing harm. Critical policy analysis supports informed decision-making by
highlighting successes and failures, thus enabling governments and organizations to allocate resources

efficiently and respond adaptively to emerging issues.

Key Methodologies in Policy Analysis

Various methodologies facilitate the critical analysis of policy, each offering unique perspectives and
tools for evaluation. Selection of appropriate methods depends on the policy context, available data,
and analytical objectives. Combining qualitative and quantitative approaches often enhances the

robustness of analysis.



Qualitative Methods

Qualitative techniques such as case studies, interviews, focus groups, and content analysis provide in-
depth insights into stakeholder perspectives, policy narratives, and contextual factors. These methods

help uncover values, motivations, and power relations influencing policy processes.

Quantitative Methods

Quantitative analysis employs statistical tools, econometric models, and data analytics to measure
policy outcomes, costs, and benefits objectively. This approach supports evidence-based evaluation by

quantifying impacts and identifying trends over time.

Comparative Policy Analysis

Comparative analysis examines similar policies across different jurisdictions or time periods to
understand what works and under what conditions. This method helps identify best practices and

lessons learned, informing future policy design.

Stakeholder Analysis

Assessing the interests, influence, and interactions of various stakeholders is crucial for understanding
policy dynamics. Stakeholder analysis reveals potential conflicts and alliances that affect policy

adoption and success.

Criteria for Evaluating Policies

Evaluating policies critically requires clear criteria to judge their effectiveness, efficiency, and equity.
These criteria guide the assessment process and ensure comprehensive consideration of policy

impacts.



Effectiveness

Effectiveness measures the extent to which a policy achieves its stated objectives. It assesses whether

desired outcomes are realized and the degree of impact on target populations.

Efficiency

Efficiency evaluates the relationship between policy inputs (resources, time) and outputs (results).

Policies should deliver maximum benefits with minimum costs, avoiding waste or redundancy.

Equity

Equity considers the fairness of policy impacts across different social groups. Critical analysis
examines whether policies reduce or exacerbate inequalities and how benefits and burdens are

distributed.

Feasibility

Feasibility assesses the practicality of policy implementation, including political acceptability,

administrative capacity, and resource availability.

Sustainability

Sustainability focuses on the long-term viability of policies, ensuring that benefits persist without

causing negative environmental, social, or economic consequences.



List of Common Evaluation Criteria

¢ Clarity of policy objectives

e Alignment with legal and ethical standards
¢ Stakeholder engagement and inclusivity

e Adaptability to changing circumstances

e Transparency and accountability mechanisms

Challenges in Conducting Critical Policy Analysis

Despite its importance, critical analysis of policy faces several challenges that can affect the quality

and utility of findings. Recognizing these obstacles is essential to improving analytical practices.

Data Limitations

Insufficient, outdated, or unreliable data can hinder accurate assessment of policy impacts. Data gaps

may obscure important effects or lead to biased conclusions.

Complexity of Policy Environments

Policies often operate within complex social, economic, and political systems, making it difficult to

isolate causal relationships or predict outcomes accurately.



Political and Institutional Constraints

Political interests, bureaucratic inertia, and institutional resistance can limit access to information and

affect the impartiality of analysis.

Value Conflicts and Subjectivity

Different stakeholders hold varying values and priorities, which can introduce subjectivity and

contestation in interpreting policy effectiveness and fairness.

Time and Resource Constraints

Comprehensive critical analysis requires significant time, expertise, and financial resources, which may

not always be available.

Applications of Critical Analysis in Policy Development

The critical analysis of policy plays a pivotal role throughout the policy cycle—from agenda setting to

evaluation—enhancing the quality and responsiveness of policy interventions.

Policy Formulation and Design

During formulation, critical analysis helps identify underlying problems, assess alternatives, and

anticipate potential impacts, leading to more informed and context-sensitive policy proposals.

Implementation Monitoring

Continuous analysis during implementation detects deviations, bottlenecks, and unintended

consequences, enabling timely adjustments and improved outcomes.



Post-Implementation Evaluation

After policies have been enacted, critical evaluation assesses their effectiveness and sustainability,

providing feedback for future policy cycles.

Enhancing Stakeholder Participation

Involving diverse stakeholders in critical analysis promotes transparency and legitimacy, ensuring

policies address the needs and concerns of affected communities.

List of Benefits of Critical Policy Analysis in Development

¢ Improves policy relevance and responsiveness

Supports evidence-based decision-making

Identifies unintended consequences early

Fosters accountability and trust in governance

¢ Encourages innovation and continuous improvement

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of a critical analysis of policy?

The purpose of a critical analysis of policy is to systematically evaluate the effectiveness, implications,



and underlying assumptions of a policy to determine its impact and identify areas for improvement.

Which key components are examined in a critical policy analysis?

Key components include the policy's goals, implementation strategies, stakeholder impact, underlying

assumptions, evidence base, and social, economic, and political contexts.

How does critical analysis of policy differ from a standard policy
review?

Critical analysis goes beyond summarizing a policy by questioning its assumptions, power dynamics,
and broader societal effects, whereas a standard review typically focuses on compliance and

outcomes without deeper scrutiny.

Why is stakeholder analysis important in critical policy analysis?
Stakeholder analysis is important because it reveals who benefits or is disadvantaged by the policy,
uncovering power relations and potential biases that influence policy design and outcomes.

What role does evidence play in the critical analysis of policy?
Evidence is crucial for assessing whether the policy is based on sound data and research, ensuring

that conclusions about its effectiveness and impact are well-founded and objective.

How can critical policy analysis contribute to better policymaking?

By identifying strengths, weaknesses, and unintended consequences, critical policy analysis informs

more equitable, effective, and context-sensitive policy adjustments or new policy development.

What methodologies are commonly used in critical analysis of policy?

Common methodologies include qualitative methods like case studies and discourse analysis,
quantitative data analysis, stakeholder interviews, and comparative policy analysis to evaluate policy

from multiple perspectives.



Additional Resources

1. Policy Paradox: The Art of Political Decision Making

This book by Deborah Stone explores the complexities and contradictions inherent in policy-making. It
challenges the traditional rational model of policy analysis by introducing the idea that policy decisions
are often driven by values, symbols, and political narratives. Stone uses engaging examples to
demonstrate how different stakeholders interpret problems and solutions in diverse ways. The book is

a foundational text for understanding the political dynamics underlying policy processes.

2. Agendas, Alternatives, and Public Policies

Authored by John W. Kingdon, this book provides a comprehensive framework for understanding how
issues come to be recognized on the policy agenda. Kingdon introduces the "multiple streams" model,
emphasizing the convergence of problems, policies, and politics in shaping governmental action. It is a
critical resource for analyzing how ideas gain traction and how timing influences policy outcomes. The

book is widely used in public policy and administration courses.

3. Understanding Public Policy

Written by Thomas R. Dye, this text offers a broad overview of public policy analysis, focusing on the
role of power and political interests. Dye examines how policies are made, implemented, and their
effects on society, encouraging readers to critically assess policy decisions. The book includes case
studies that highlight the complexities of policymaking in democratic societies. Its accessible style

makes it suitable for both students and practitioners.

4. The Science of Public Policy: Essential Readings in Policy Analysis

This edited volume compiles influential essays and articles that have shaped the field of policy
analysis. It covers various analytical approaches, including cost-benefit analysis, risk assessment, and
program evaluation. The book encourages readers to critically evaluate the methodologies used to
assess public policies. It is valuable for those seeking an in-depth understanding of the tools and

challenges in policy analysis.

5. Policy Analysis: Concepts and Practice

By David L. Weimer and Aidan R. Vining, this book offers a thorough introduction to the principles and



techniques of policy analysis. It emphasizes the importance of critical thinking and ethical
considerations in evaluating policy options. The authors provide practical guidance on structuring
analyses and communicating findings effectively. This text is particularly useful for students aiming to

develop rigorous analytical skills in policy contexts.

6. Evidence-Based Policy: A Practical Guide to Doing It Better

This book by Nancy Cartwright and Jeremy Hardie advocates for the use of solid evidence in
policymaking while acknowledging the complexities involved. It discusses the challenges of interpreting
data and the risks of oversimplification in evidence-based approaches. The authors stress the need for
critical scrutiny of both evidence quality and policy relevance. The guide is practical for policymakers

and analysts committed to improving policy outcomes through better evidence use.

7. Street-Level Bureaucracy: Dilemmas of the Individual in Public Services

Michael Lipsky’s seminal work focuses on the role of frontline public service workers in shaping policy
implementation. He argues that these "street-level bureaucrats" exercise significant discretion, which
affects how policies are realized on the ground. The book provides a critical lens on the relationship
between policy design and practical application. It is essential reading for understanding the gap

between policy intent and outcome.

8. Policy Paradox and Political Reasoning

This text delves into the interpretive frameworks individuals and groups use when engaging with policy
issues. It highlights how conflicting interpretations and values influence policy debates and decisions.
The book encourages analysts to recognize the subjective elements of policy reasoning beyond mere
data and technical analysis. It serves as a critical resource for those interested in the political and

cultural dimensions of policy studies.

9. Analyzing Public Policy

Peter John’s book provides a clear and systematic approach to understanding and evaluating public
policies. It covers key concepts such as policy instruments, governance, and policy cycles, integrating
theoretical and practical perspectives. The author emphasizes the importance of critical evaluation and

the role of context in policy success or failure. This book is a comprehensive guide for students and



professionals aiming to conduct thorough policy analyses.
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critical analysis of policy: Handbook of Critical Policy Studies Frank Fischer, Douglas
Torgerson, Anna Durnova, Michael Orsini, 2015-12-18 Critical policy studies, as illustrated in this
Handbook, challenges the conventional approaches public policy inquiry. But it offers important
innovations as well, in particular its focus on discursive politics, policy argumentation and
deliberation, and interpretive modes of analysis.

critical analysis of policy: Analyzing Social Policy Mary Katherine O'Connor, F. Ellen
Netting, 2010-10-26 From formulation to implementation, an approach to the analysis of social
policy through the lens of research Analyzing Social Policy prepares professionals and students to
make better informed decisions related to identifying and understanding the intricacies and
potential impact of social policymaking and enactment on their organization as well as their
individual responsibilities, goals, and objectives. Authors Mary Katherine O'Connor and F. Ellen
Netting thoroughly examine various approaches to the analysis of social policies and how these
approaches provide the knowledge, multiple perspectives, and other resources to understand and
grasp the nuances of social policy in all its complexity. Comprehensive and based on research,
Analyzing Social Policy explores: An overview of the practice of social policy analysis The role of
research in guiding policy analysis The idea of policy analyses as research Themes, assumptions, and
major theories that undergird rational models of policy analysis Nonrational themes, assumptions,
and major theories informing nontraditional interpretive and critical approaches to policy analysis
Strategies for applying selected models and approaches when engaging in policy analysis as
research Providing practitioners and students with a set of tools that can be used to enhance an
understanding of what constitutes policy as well as acceptable standards for critical analysis of
policy, this resource enables policy advocates—regardless of their level—to be political, strategic,
and critical in their work.

critical analysis of policy: Interpretation and Method Dvora Yanow, Peregrine
Schwartz-Shea, 2015-03-04 Exceptionally clear and well-written chapters provide engaging
discussions of the methods of accessing, generating, and analyzing social science data, using
methods ranging from reflexive historical analysis to critical ethnography. Reflecting on their own
research experiences, the contributors offer an inside, applied perspective on how research topics,
evidence, and methods intertwine to produce knowledge in the social sciences.

critical analysis of policy: Engaging with Carol Bacchi Angelique Bletsas, Chris Beasley, 2012
Carol Bacchi's scholarship is both substantial and wide-ranging. Beginning her academic career as a
historian in the field of English-Canadian women's suffrage, Bacchi has made innovative and
insightful contributions to the fields of feminist theory, critical policy studies, and post-structuralist
theory. One of the characteristic traits of her scholarship is her interest in revising and revisiting
analytic problems from a range of perspectives... This resolute analytical rigour is undoubtedly
evident in Bacchi's 'What's the Problem Represented to be?' ("WPR') approach, which is perhaps her
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most crucial contribution to intellectual inquiry and certainly one of the most innovative analytical
frameworks developed in recent times... This book illuminates, commemorates, and builds upon
Bacchi's 'WPR' approach. It outlines the trajectory of the development of the 'WPR' approach from
Bacchi's early engagements with feminist thinking, as an academic in scholarly environments which
were often the preserve of men, towards the theoretical sophistication of an approach which
requires an ongoing critical assessment of assumptions about the social world, social 'problems’,
policy agendas deemed to respond to those 'problems', and the researcher's positioning. This book
arose out of a conference organised by the Fay Gale Centre for Research on Gender at The
University of Adelaide honouring Carol Bacchi's work and is intended to make that work accessible
to a range of audiences. - from the Introduction, by Angeliques Bletsas and Chris Beasley.

critical analysis of policy: The Bloomsbury Handbook of Rural Education in the United
States Amy Price Azano, Karen Eppley, Catharine Biddle, 2021-09-09 This handbook begins with a
foundational overview of rural education, examining the ways in which definitions, histories,
policies, and demographic changes influence rural schools. This foundational approach includes how
corporatization, population changes, poverty, and the role of data affect everyday learning in rural
schools. In following sections, the contributors consider how school closures, charter schools, and
district governance influence decision making in rural schooling, while also examining the influence
of these structures on higher education attainment, rural school partnerships, and school leadership.
They explore curriculum studies in rural education, including place-based and trauma-informed
pedagogies, rural literacies, rural stereotype threat, and achievement. Finally, they engage with
issues of identity and equity in rural schools by providing an overview of the literature related to
diverse populations in rural places, including Indigenous, Black, and Latinx communities, and
exceptional learners. Importantly, this handbook applies theoretical tools to rural classroom
experiences, demonstrating the potential of work centered at the intersection of theory, rurality, and
classroom practice. Each section concludes with a response by an international scholar, situating the
topics covered within the broader global context.

critical analysis of policy: Handbook of Administrative Communication James Garnett,
2024-11-01 This volume takes a communications-oriented approach to a wide range of topics
encompassing organization, management, political theory and practice, business-government
relations, innovation processes, and IT. Offering a balanced, international presentation, it contains
authoritative contributions from world-renowned experts representing various disciplines, including
administrative law, organizational and political theory, phenomenology, public and business
management, educational technology, psychology, and other fields. The book addresses typically
neglected subjects such as communicating through humor, drama, film, poetry, fiction, and other
creative forms.

critical analysis of policy: Handbook of Media and Communication Governance Manuel
Puppis, Robin Mansell, Hilde Van den Bulck, 2024-07-05 This state-of-the-art Handbook provides
unique insights into the governance practices and institutions shaping digitalized public spheres.
Focusing on the power relations involved, it presents diverse approaches to key debates in media
and communication governance, showcasing groundbreaking advances in the field. This title
contains one or more Open Access chapters.

critical analysis of policy: Compulsory Motherhood, Paternalistic State? Oleksandra
Tarkhanova, 2021-07-10 Honorable Mention: 2022 Davis Center Book Prize in Political and Social
Studies (ASEEES) This book examines Ukrainian state gender politics and investigates how
gendered subject positions and policy discourses are constructed within and through social policies.
Set against the backdrop of the post-Soviet transformations, nation-building, neoliberalization, and
post-Maidan political transformations, policy and discursive changes reflect and reproduce the
gender norms that not only derive from these ideological processes but also actively legitimize and
enable them. This book considers how the relations between the state and woman-citizen are
changing: from socialist paternalism to nationalist affective bond and neoliberal sacrificial
citizenship, which conceals women within families but also deeply relies on their unpaid work. The



book brings the Ukrainian case into the European debate on conservative neoliberal transformations
and anti-gender political sentiment, and by doing that, advances the feminist theorization on
neoliberalism. This book will be of particular interest to scholars in gender politics, sociology of
policy, and post-socialist or Eastern European studies.

critical analysis of policy: Public Banks in the Age of Financialization Christoph Scherrer,
2017-11-24 This book asks the important question of whether public banks are a better alternative to
profit-seeking private banks. Do public banks provide finance for development? Do they serve as
stability anchors in financial markets? What kind of governance keeps public banks accountable to
the public? Theoretically the book draws on the works of Minsky for the question on stability and on
interpretative policy analysis for the issue of governance. It compares empirically three countries
with significant public banks: Brazil, Germany, and India.

critical analysis of policy: The Two Faces of Institutional Innovation Leonardo Avritzer,
2017-11-24 This book evaluates democratic innovations to allow a full analysis of the different
practices that have emerged recently in Latin America. These innovations, often viewed in a positive
light by a large section of democratic theorists, engendered the idea that all innovations are
democratic and all democratic innovations are able to foster citizenship - a view challenged by this
work. The book also evaluates the expansion of innovation to the field of judicial institutions. It will
benefit democratic theorists by presenting a realistic analysis of the positive and negative aspects of
democratic innovation.

critical analysis of policy: Research Methods in Deliberative Democracy Selen A. Ercan, Hans
Asenbaum, Nicole Curato, Ricardo F. Mendonga, 2022-10-03 This is an open access title available
under the terms of a CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 International licence. It is free to read at Oxford Scholarship
Online and offered as a free PDF download from OUP and selected open access locations.
Deliberative democracy is a diverse and rapidly growing field of research. But how can deliberative
democracy be studied? Research Methods in Deliberative Democracy provides a unique collection of
over 30 methods to study deliberative democracy. Written in an accessible style, it provides
guidance for scholars and students on how to conduct rigorous and creative research on the public
sphere, structured forums, and political institutions. Each chapter introduces a particular method,
elaborates its utility in deliberative democracy research, and provides guidance on its application, as
well as illustrations from previous studies. This book celebrates the methodological pluralism in the
field, and hopes to inspire scholars to undertake methodologically robust, intellectually creative, and
politically relevant empirical research.

critical analysis of policy: High Stakes Education Pauline Lipman, 2004-02-29 This book
analyses the ways in which schools in urban areas are shaped and influenced by social, economic
and political forces within the social environment. Utilizing research from schools in Chicago, the
book will show how schools attempt to.

critical analysis of policy: Learning to Teach in an Era of Privatization Christopher A.
Lubienski, T. Jameson Brewer, 2019-07-19 Education policymakers often demonstrate surprisingly
little awareness of how popular reforms impact teaching and teacher education. In this book,
well-regarded scholars help readers develop a more robust understanding of the nature of teacher
preparation, as well as an in-depth grasp of how popular policies, practices, and ideologies have
taken root domestically and internationally. Contributors include Deron Boyles, Anthony Cody, Kerry
Kretchmar, Carmen Montecinos, Beth Sondel, and Christopher Tienken. “This book will help readers
consider the possibilities of democratic visions in the teaching profession and in public education,
particularly in this time of intense political polarization when critical citizen engagement with our
public institutions and policies is deeply needed.” —Janelle Scott, University of California, Berkeley
“The chapters in this book make clear that ongoing policy disconnects cannot be ignored and that
now is the time to elevate the teaching profession for students who have faced historical inequities.”
—Julian Vasquez Heilig, dean, University of Kentucky College of Education “Public teaching and
teacher education in the U.S. and in many other parts of the world are under assault by concerted
efforts to deregulate and marketize them. This collection of essays examines the consequences of



these privatization efforts in the U.S., Chile, and Singapore and should be required reading for those
wanting to understand their complexity and consequences for teaching and teacher education
today.” —Ken Zeichner, Boeing Professor of Teacher Education, University of Washington

critical analysis of policy: Issues in Nursing Research, Training, and Practice: 2013 Edition ,
2013-05-01 Issues in Nursing Research, Training, and Practice: 2013 Edition is a ScholarlyEditions™
book that delivers timely, authoritative, and comprehensive information about Nurse Practitioners.
The editors have built Issues in Nursing Research, Training, and Practice: 2013 Edition on the vast
information databases of ScholarlyNews.™ You can expect the information about Nurse
Practitioners in this book to be deeper than what you can access anywhere else, as well as
consistently reliable, authoritative, informed, and relevant. The content of Issues in Nursing
Research, Training, and Practice: 2013 Edition has been produced by the world’s leading scientists,
engineers, analysts, research institutions, and companies. All of the content is from peer-reviewed
sources, and all of it is written, assembled, and edited by the editors at ScholarlyEditions™ and
available exclusively from us. You now have a source you can cite with authority, confidence, and
credibility. More information is available at http://www.ScholarlyEditions.com/.

critical analysis of policy: Utopian Thinking and Social Work Chris Horsell, 2025-02-03
This book highlights the importance of employing imaginative sensibilities to thinking and action in
social work and social policy practice. Exploring the question of how ideas about utopia and utopian
method can be used in social work practice and policy practice to address social inequalities, it
shows that central to this critique is the argument that contemporary social policy responses and
subsequent social work interventions to a range of policy problems (e.g. homelessness, poverty,
family violence) need to acknowledge the failure of dominant neoliberal discourses in addressing
these issues. The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted and, in many ways, exacerbated existing
inequalities, and the post-pandemic future provides opportunities to put utopian ideas into action.
Showing how utopian thinking can challenge fundamental assumptions regarding welfare
dependency and unitary identities in policy settings, this book will be of interest to all scholars,
students and professionals working in social work and social policy.

critical analysis of policy: The Handbook of Community Mental Health Nursing Michael
Coffey, Ben Hannigan, 2005-07-25 This handbook brings together authoritative contributions from
leading mental health researchers, educators and practitioners to provide a comprehensive text for
community mental health nurses in training and practice. In thirty-three chapters it covers a wide
range of topics, from the history of the profession to current approaches to specific client groups,
organised around three linked themes: professional context practice issues education and research.
Each chapter includes a summary of key points and suggestions for further reading, and also
includes useful appendices listing key professional and voluntary organisations, journals, Internet
and mailing lists. The handbook reflects the diversity and scope of the role of the CMHN and
recognizes the multidisciplinary and service user context in which nurses work. It is an essential text
for CMHNs and mental health nurse educators, and offers a useful source of reference for allied
professionals.

critical analysis of policy: Life Insurance Courant , 1909

critical analysis of policy: The Insurance Field , 1916 Vols. for 1910-56 include convention
proceedings of various insurance organizations.

critical analysis of policy: Politics, Policies and Pedagogies in Education Bob Lingard,
2013-07-24 In the World Library of Educationalists, international experts compile career long
collections of what they judge to be their finest pieces of work - extracts from books, key articles,
salient research findings, major theoretical and practical contributions - so the world can read them
in a single manageable volume. Readers will be able to follow the themes and strands and see how
their work contributes to the development of the field. Bob Lingard has spent the last 30 years
researching and writing in universities in Australia, England and Scotland about changing education
policy issues. His work is written from a sociological perspective and with a commitment to social
justice. He is the co-editor and co-author of 17 books and more than 100 journal articles and book



chapters. In Politics, Policies and Pedagogies in Education, Bob Lingard provides critical sociological
engagement with the politics of education. The focus is education policy and the impact of
globalization, including epistemological and methodological issues necessary for researching
education policy today. Topics analyzed include: educational restructuring new accountabilities and
testing mediatization of education policy policy as numbers the global policy field and policy
borrowing pedagogies. Lingard also considers the nature of educational research today. He has
selected 12 of his key writings and in a critical introduction situates and contextualizes the work
against key developments in the field and in the changing world.

critical analysis of policy: Belief and Religion in Barbarian Europe c. 350-700 Marilyn Dunn,
2013-11-28 This ground-breaking study offers a new paradigm for understanding the beliefs and
religions of the Goths, Burgundians, Sueves, Franks and Lombards as they converted from paganism
to Christianity between ¢.350 and ¢.700 CE. Combining history and theology with approaches drawn
from the cognitive science of religion, Belief and Religion in Barbarian Europe uses both written and
archaeological evidence to challenge many older ideas. Beginning with a re-examination of our
knowledge about the deities and rituals of their original religions, it goes on to question the
assumption that the Germanic peoples were merely passive recipients of Christian doctrine, arguing
that so-called 'Arianism' was first developed as an 'entry-level' Christianity for the Goths. Focusing
on individual ethnic groupings in turn, it presents a fresh view of the relationship between religion
and politics as their rulers attempted to opt for Catholicism. In place of familiar debates about
post-conversion 'pagan survivals', contemporary texts and legislation are analysed to create an
innovative cognitive perspective on the ways in which the Church endeavoured to bring the
Christian God into people's thoughts and actions. The work also includes a survey of a wide range of
written and archaeological evidence, contrasting traditional conceptions of death, afterlife and
funerary ritual with Christian doctrine and practice in these areas and exploring some of the
techniques developed by the Church for assuaging popular anxieties about Christian burial and the
Christian afterlife.
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