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criminal history check wisconsin is a crucial process for employers,
landlords, and individuals seeking to verify the background of someone within
the state. Understanding how to obtain and interpret criminal records in
Wisconsin can help mitigate risks and ensure informed decision-making. This
article provides a comprehensive overview of the criminal history check
process in Wisconsin, including the legal framework, types of records
available, methods of obtaining a check, and important considerations for
using this information responsibly. Whether for employment screening, tenant
screening, or personal use, knowing the ins and outs of criminal history
checks in Wisconsin is essential. The following sections will guide readers
through the key aspects involved in accessing and understanding these
records.

Overview of Criminal History Checks in Wisconsin

Types of Criminal Records Available

How to Obtain a Criminal History Check in Wisconsin

Legal Considerations and Privacy Laws

Uses of Criminal History Checks

Limitations and Accuracy of Criminal Records

Overview of Criminal History Checks in
Wisconsin

Criminal history check Wisconsin processes involve the collection and
dissemination of an individual's criminal record information maintained by
various law enforcement agencies and courts throughout the state. These
checks are vital for verifying whether a person has a record of arrests,
convictions, or other criminal activity. The Wisconsin Department of Justice
(D0OJ) plays a central role in compiling and providing access to statewide
criminal history information. This ensures consistency and reliability in the
background screening process.

Wisconsin’s criminal history check system is designed to provide accurate and
timely information to authorized requesters, including employers, licensing
bodies, and individuals. The process ensures that users comply with state and
federal regulations while obtaining relevant data. Understanding the scope
and functionality of these checks helps users navigate the system efficiently
and obtain the information needed for their specific purposes.



Role of the Wisconsin Department of Justice

The Wisconsin DOJ operates the Wisconsin Crime Information Bureau (CIB),
which maintains a centralized database of criminal history records. This
bureau collects data from local law enforcement agencies, courts, and the
state prison system. The CIB is responsible for processing background check
requests and ensuring that all information is up to date and accurate. By
centralizing criminal records, the CIB facilitates uniform access to criminal
history across the state.

Who Can Request a Criminal History Check?

Various entities are authorized to request criminal history checks in
Wisconsin, including:

e Employers conducting pre-employment screenings

Landlords screening potential tenants

Licensing agencies for professional or occupational permits

Individuals seeking their own criminal record information

e Government agencies involved in background investigations

Each requester must comply with legal requirements governing the use and
disclosure of criminal history information.

Types of Criminal Records Available

Wisconsin offers different types of criminal records, each serving specific
purposes depending on the requester's needs. These records vary in detail and
scope, allowing for tailored background checks that meet legal and procedural
standards.

Statewide Criminal History Record

This record includes information about arrests, charges, and convictions
reported throughout Wisconsin. It consolidates data from county courts, law
enforcement, and the Department of Corrections. The statewide record is the
most comprehensive source for criminal history checks conducted within the
state.



County-Level Criminal Records

Local courts and sheriff’'s offices maintain county-level records, which
provide detailed information about criminal proceedings within their

jurisdiction. These records may be accessed independently for localized
background checks but typically require contacting individual counties.

Sex Offender Registry Information

Wisconsin maintains a publicly accessible sex offender registry, which is
separate from general criminal history records. This registry provides
information about individuals convicted of sex-related offenses and is often
used for community safety and awareness purposes.

Federal Criminal Records

For offenses committed under federal jurisdiction, such as crimes involving
interstate activities or federal properties, federal criminal records are
maintained by the FBI. These records are not included in Wisconsin’s state
database but can be requested separately.

How to Obtain a Criminal History Check in
Wisconsin

Obtaining a criminal history check in Wisconsin involves following specific
procedures depending on the type of record requested and the purpose of the
check. The process can be completed online, by mail, or in person through
authorized agencies.

Online Request through Wisconsin Department of
Justice

The Wisconsin DOJ provides an online portal for submitting criminal history
check requests. Applicants must complete an application form and provide
necessary identification details, such as fingerprints or personal
information, to process the request. Online submission is typically faster
and convenient for authorized users.

Fingerprint-Based Background Checks

Fingerprint-based checks are the most reliable method for obtaining accurate
criminal history information. This method ensures correct identification and
reduces errors caused by name similarities. Fingerprints can be submitted



electronically or via mail to the Wisconsin Crime Information Bureau for
processing.

Requesting Records by Mail or In Person

Individuals or agencies may also request criminal history checks by
submitting forms and payment by mail or visiting designated offices. This
method is useful for those who do not have access to online services or
require certified copies of records.

Required Information and Fees

Requesters must provide identifying information, including full name, date of
birth, and social security number when applicable. Fees vary depending on the
type of check and the delivery method. Payment methods accepted generally
include credit cards, checks, or money orders.

Legal Considerations and Privacy Laws

Criminal history check Wisconsin procedures are governed by state and federal
laws that protect individual privacy and regulate the use of criminal
records. Compliance with these laws is mandatory to avoid legal repercussions
and ensure ethical use of information.

Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA)

The FCRA regulates how consumer reports, including criminal background
checks, can be used, especially by employers. It requires obtaining written
consent before conducting a background check and providing the individual
with a copy of the report if adverse action is taken based on the
information.

Wisconsin State Privacy Laws

Wisconsin statutes impose restrictions on the disclosure and use of criminal
records, including limitations on accessing juvenile records and certain
expunged convictions. The state also outlines permissible purposes for
requesting criminal history information, such as employment screening or
licensing.

Expungement and Record Sealing

Individuals with certain convictions may petition for expungement or sealing



of their records, which limits public access to their criminal history. This
legal process can affect the availability of records in criminal history
checks.

Uses of Criminal History Checks

Criminal history checks in Wisconsin serve multiple purposes across various
sectors. Understanding these uses helps ensure the appropriate application of
background screening.

Employment Screening

Employers often require criminal background checks to assess the suitability
of job candidates, especially for positions involving vulnerable populations,
financial responsibilities, or security clearance. These checks help reduce
workplace risks and maintain a safe environment.

Tenant Screening

Landlords use criminal history checks to evaluate potential tenants and
protect their properties from individuals with a history of criminal
behavior. This screening assists in making informed leasing decisions.

Licensing and Certification

Professional licensing boards require criminal history checks to ensure
applicants meet ethical and legal standards. This is common in healthcare,
education, law enforcement, and other regulated fields.

Personal Background Information

Individuals may request their own criminal history records for personal
knowledge, to verify accuracy, or to prepare for legal matters such as
expungement.

Limitations and Accuracy of Criminal Records

While criminal history checks provide valuable information, they have
inherent limitations that users should consider to avoid misinterpretation or
misuse.



Incomplete or Outdated Records

Not all criminal activity is reported or updated promptly. Some records may
be missing or contain errors, especially from older cases or out-of-state
offenses. Users should verify information through multiple sources when
possible.

Changes in Legal Status

Records may not reflect recent expungements, pardons, or dismissals
immediately. The legal status of convictions can change, affecting the
relevance and legality of using certain information.

Restrictions on Use

Certain laws restrict how criminal history information can be used,
especially for employment decisions. For example, some offenses may not be
considered relevant after a specific time period, and discriminatory use of
records is prohibited.

Recommendations for Responsible Use

1. Always obtain consent before conducting a criminal history check.
2. Verify the accuracy of information with official sources.

3. Consider the nature and recency of offenses when making decisions.
4. Comply with all applicable laws and regulations.

5. Maintain confidentiality of the information obtained.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a criminal history check in Wisconsin?

A criminal history check in Wisconsin is a background screening process that
provides information about an individual's past criminal records maintained
by state and national databases.



How can I request a criminal history check in
Wisconsin?

You can request a criminal history check in Wisconsin through the Wisconsin
Department of Justice's Division of Criminal Investigation or authorized
third-party vendors by submitting fingerprints and required forms.

Is a criminal history check in Wisconsin required
for employment?

Many employers in Wisconsin require a criminal history check as part of the
hiring process, especially for positions involving vulnerable populations or
sensitive information.

How long does it take to get criminal history check
results in Wisconsin?

The processing time for a criminal history check in Wisconsin typically
ranges from a few days to several weeks, depending on the method of
submission and the agency involved.

Can I get a copy of my own criminal history record
in Wisconsin?

Yes, individuals can request a copy of their own criminal history record from
the Wisconsin Department of Justice by submitting the appropriate application
and fingerprint cards.

Are criminal history checks in Wisconsin
confidential?

Criminal history records are protected by state laws, and access is limited
to authorized persons or entities; unauthorized disclosure or use is
prohibited.

What information is included in a Wisconsin criminal
history check?

A Wisconsin criminal history check typically includes arrests, charges,
convictions, sentencing, and disposition information about an individual
within the state's law enforcement databases.

Do criminal history checks in Wisconsin include
federal records?

Standard Wisconsin criminal history checks generally include state records,



but federal criminal records require a separate background check through the
FBI.

How much does a criminal history check cost in
Wisconsin?

The cost for a criminal history check in Wisconsin varies depending on the
type of check and the agency, but fees typically range from $20 to $40.

Additional Resources

1. Understanding Criminal History Checks in Wisconsin

This book provides a comprehensive overview of the criminal history check
process in Wisconsin. It explains the legal framework, the types of checks
available, and how employers and individuals can access criminal records. The
guide also covers the implications of criminal records on employment and
licensing within the state.

2. Wisconsin Background Screening: A Complete Guide

Focused on background screening practices, this book delves into the
specifics of conducting criminal history checks in Wisconsin. It highlights
the state's policies, compliance requirements, and the role of various
agencies involved in the screening process. Readers will find practical
advice for both employers and individuals navigating background checks.

3. The Legal Landscape of Criminal Records in Wisconsin

This title explores the laws governing criminal records and their
dissemination in Wisconsin. It examines privacy concerns, expungement
possibilities, and the impact of criminal history on civil rights. The book
is a valuable resource for legal professionals and anyone interested in
criminal justice policies in the state.

4. Employers’ Guide to Wisconsin Criminal Background Checks

Targeted at employers, this guide explains how to effectively and legally
conduct criminal history checks on potential hires in Wisconsin. It covers
compliance with state and federal regulations, interpreting criminal records,
and best practices for making hiring decisions. Case studies provide real-
world scenarios to aid understanding.

5. Navigating Wisconsin’s Criminal Record Repository

This book offers detailed information on accessing and interpreting records
from Wisconsin’s centralized criminal record repository. It outlines the
procedures for requesting records, the types of information included, and the
limitations on use. The guide is essential for those needing accurate
criminal history data in Wisconsin.

6. Criminal History Checks and Privacy Rights in Wisconsin
Addressing the balance between public safety and individual privacy, this
book discusses the rights of Wisconsin residents regarding their criminal



records. It covers legal protections, consent requirements, and the
ramifications of unauthorized disclosure. The book is helpful for both
consumers of background checks and privacy advocates.

7. Wisconsin Criminal Records: What Employers Need to Know

This resource educates Wisconsin employers on the nuances of criminal records
and background checks. It details the types of offenses that may affect
hiring decisions and the legal limitations on discrimination. The book also
provides guidance on handling sensitive information ethically and legally.

8. Expungement and Record Sealing in Wisconsin: A Practical Handbook

Focusing on the processes for expunging or sealing criminal records, this
handbook guides readers through Wisconsin’s legal procedures. It explains
eligibility criteria, application steps, and the benefits of clearing one’s
criminal history. This book is ideal for individuals seeking to improve their
future opportunities by addressing past offenses.

9. State-Specific Criminal Background Checks: Wisconsin Edition

Part of a series on state criminal background checks, this edition zeroes in
on Wisconsin’s unique system. It compares Wisconsin’s procedures with those
of other states and highlights key differences. The book is a useful tool for
HR professionals, legal experts, and anyone involved in criminal history
verification in Wisconsin.
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