
critical studies in education

critical studies in education represent a dynamic and interdisciplinary field focused on examining the

power structures, social inequalities, and cultural dynamics that influence educational systems and

practices. This area of scholarship critically analyzes how education perpetuates or challenges social

injustices, including issues related to race, class, gender, and identity. By questioning dominant

narratives and exploring alternative pedagogies, critical studies in education seek to transform

educational policies and practices to promote equity and social justice. The field draws on theories

from sociology, philosophy, cultural studies, and critical theory to understand the complex relationship

between education and society. This article provides a comprehensive overview of critical studies in

education, highlighting its origins, key theoretical frameworks, contemporary issues, and practical

applications. Additionally, it explores the role of educators and researchers in advancing critical

pedagogy and fostering inclusive learning environments. The following sections will guide readers

through the essential components and implications of critical studies in education.

Origins and Foundations of Critical Studies in Education

Theoretical Frameworks in Critical Education

Key Issues Addressed by Critical Studies in Education

Applications and Practices in Critical Pedagogy

The Role of Educators and Researchers in Critical Studies



Origins and Foundations of Critical Studies in Education

The emergence of critical studies in education traces back to the broader critical theory tradition,

particularly rooted in the Frankfurt School and later expanded through postcolonial, feminist, and

critical race theories. This foundation challenges traditional educational paradigms that often uphold

dominant cultural norms and power imbalances. Critical studies in education originated as a response

to the limitations of conventional educational research, aiming to uncover hidden biases and address

systemic inequalities within educational institutions. The field emphasizes the importance of

understanding education not merely as a neutral transmission of knowledge but as a socially

constructed process shaped by political, economic, and ideological forces.

Historical Context and Influences

The historical development of critical studies in education is linked to social movements advocating for

civil rights, gender equality, and anti-colonial struggles. Influential thinkers such as Paulo Freire, bell

hooks, and Henry Giroux contributed to shaping a critical pedagogy that promotes student

empowerment and democratization of knowledge. These scholars emphasized education as a tool for

liberation rather than oppression, encouraging educators to engage critically with curriculum content

and teaching methods.

Defining Characteristics

Critical studies in education are characterized by a commitment to social justice, reflexivity, and

critique of dominant ideologies. This approach prioritizes the experiences and voices of marginalized

groups and seeks to dismantle barriers to equitable education. It involves interdisciplinary methods and

encourages collaboration among educators, students, and communities to foster transformative

learning experiences.



Theoretical Frameworks in Critical Education

Several theoretical frameworks underpin critical studies in education, providing lenses through which

scholars analyze and challenge educational inequalities. These frameworks offer different perspectives

on how power and knowledge intersect in educational settings and guide research and practice aimed

at social change.

Critical Race Theory (CRT)

Critical Race Theory examines how race and racism are embedded in education systems and policies.

It highlights the ways in which educational institutions reproduce racial hierarchies and marginalize

students of color. CRT scholars advocate for race-conscious approaches to curriculum development

and institutional reform to promote racial equity in education.

Feminist Pedagogy

Feminist pedagogy focuses on gender inequalities and the ways education can challenge patriarchal

norms. It centers on creating inclusive classrooms that validate diverse gender identities and

experiences. This framework encourages critical reflection on gender biases in teaching materials,

classroom interactions, and institutional practices.

Postcolonial Theory

Postcolonial theory in education critiques the lasting impacts of colonialism on knowledge production,

curriculum content, and educational structures. It calls for decolonizing education by recognizing

indigenous knowledge systems, challenging Eurocentric narratives, and addressing cultural imperialism

in schools.



Critical Pedagogy

Rooted in the work of Paulo Freire, critical pedagogy advocates for education as a practice of freedom.

It emphasizes dialogue, critical consciousness, and active participation in learning processes. This

approach seeks to empower students to question and transform oppressive social conditions through

education.

Key Issues Addressed by Critical Studies in Education

Critical studies in education tackle a wide range of pressing issues that affect educational access,

quality, and outcomes. These concerns reflect broader social inequalities and demand systemic

change to create more just and inclusive learning environments.

Educational Inequality and Access

One central focus is the persistent disparities in educational opportunities and resources based on

socioeconomic status, race, ethnicity, and geographic location. Critical studies examine how policies

and practices contribute to these inequalities and propose strategies to ensure equitable access for all

students.

Curriculum and Representation

The analysis of curriculum content is crucial in uncovering whose knowledge is valued and whose is

marginalized. Critical studies advocate for curricula that reflect diverse histories, cultures, and

perspectives, challenging dominant narratives that often exclude or misrepresent minority groups.

Language and Identity

Language plays a significant role in identity formation and educational experiences. Critical studies



explore issues related to bilingual education, language rights, and the stigmatization of non-dominant

languages in schools. Recognizing linguistic diversity is key to fostering inclusive educational

environments.

Disability and Inclusive Education

Addressing ableism and promoting inclusive education practices are essential topics within critical

studies. This involves examining barriers faced by students with disabilities and advocating for

accommodations, universal design principles, and policies that support full participation in education.

Applications and Practices in Critical Pedagogy

Critical studies in education are not solely theoretical; they inform practical approaches to teaching and

learning that aim to empower students and challenge oppressive structures within educational settings.

Dialogic Teaching and Learning

Dialogic teaching emphasizes open communication, questioning, and collaborative knowledge

construction. It encourages students to critically engage with content and with each other, fostering

critical thinking and active participation.

Curriculum Reform and Development

Applying critical studies involves revising curricula to include marginalized voices, interdisciplinary

perspectives, and social justice themes. Curriculum reform aims to make education more relevant and

empowering for diverse student populations.



Community Engagement and Participatory Research

Critical educational practice often extends beyond the classroom into community-based initiatives and

participatory research. This approach values the knowledge and experiences of community members,

promoting education as a collective endeavor for social transformation.

Teacher Education and Professional Development

Preparing educators to implement critical pedagogy requires ongoing professional development

focused on cultural competence, anti-bias training, and reflective practice. Teacher education programs

incorporating critical studies equip future teachers to address systemic inequities effectively.

The Role of Educators and Researchers in Critical Studies

Educators and researchers play a pivotal role in advancing critical studies in education by generating

knowledge, shaping educational practices, and advocating for policy change. Their work contributes to

the ongoing efforts to make education more just, inclusive, and transformative.

Research Methodologies

Critical studies in education employ qualitative, participatory, and action research methodologies that

prioritize the voices of marginalized populations. These approaches challenge traditional positivist

paradigms and seek to produce knowledge that supports social justice goals.

Advocacy and Policy Influence

Researchers and educators engage in advocacy to influence educational policies that perpetuate

inequities. Through evidence-based recommendations, they aim to create systemic changes that align

with the principles of critical studies.



Ethical Considerations

Critical studies emphasize ethical responsibility in research and practice, including respect for

participants, transparency, and commitment to social justice. Educators and scholars must navigate

complex ethical dilemmas to uphold these values.

Building Inclusive Educational Communities

By fostering collaboration among students, teachers, families, and communities, educators contribute

to building inclusive educational environments that reflect the principles of critical studies. This

collective effort supports sustainable change and empowerment.

Origins and Foundations of Critical Studies in Education

Theoretical Frameworks in Critical Education

Key Issues Addressed by Critical Studies in Education

Applications and Practices in Critical Pedagogy

The Role of Educators and Researchers in Critical Studies

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the focus of critical studies in education?

Critical studies in education focus on examining and challenging power structures, inequalities, and

social injustices within educational systems and practices.



How do critical studies in education address issues of equity?

They analyze how factors such as race, class, gender, and sexuality impact access to education and

strive to promote more equitable policies and practices.

What theoretical frameworks are commonly used in critical studies in

education?

Critical pedagogy, feminist theory, critical race theory, postcolonial theory, and queer theory are

commonly employed to explore and critique educational issues.

How can critical studies in education influence teaching practices?

They encourage educators to reflect on their own biases, incorporate diverse perspectives, and create

inclusive curricula that empower marginalized students.

What role does social justice play in critical studies in education?

Social justice is central, aiming to transform education into a tool for promoting fairness, reducing

disparities, and fostering democratic participation.

How do critical studies in education approach curriculum

development?

They advocate for curricula that challenge dominant narratives, include multiple perspectives, and

address societal inequalities and cultural diversity.

What is the significance of student voice in critical studies in

education?

Student voice is valued as a means to recognize students' experiences, promote agency, and ensure

that education responds to their needs and realities.



Additional Resources

1. Pedagogy of the Oppressed

This seminal work by Paulo Freire explores the relationship between education, power, and liberation.

It challenges traditional banking models of education and advocates for a dialogical, problem-posing

approach that empowers learners to become critical thinkers and agents of social change. The book

has had a profound influence on critical pedagogy worldwide.

2. Critical Race Theory in Education: All God’s Children Got a Song

Edited by Adrienne D. Dixson and Celia K. Rousseau Anderson, this collection examines how race

and racism intersect with education systems. It provides critical insights into the experiences of

marginalized students and critiques institutional inequalities. The essays push for transformative

approaches to achieve racial justice in education.

3. Education and Power

Written by Michael W. Apple, this book investigates the ways education perpetuates social inequalities

through cultural and ideological control. Apple critiques standardized curricula and policies,

emphasizing the role of education in maintaining class, race, and gender hierarchies. The text

encourages educators to recognize and challenge these power dynamics.

4. Decolonizing Education: Nourishing the Learning Spirit

Marie Battiste offers a critical examination of Western education systems and their colonial legacies.

The book advocates for Indigenous knowledge systems and culturally relevant pedagogies that

promote healing and empowerment. It is a key resource for educators seeking to transform education

through decolonial perspectives.

5. Teaching to Transgress: Education as the Practice of Freedom

bell hooks combines personal narrative with educational theory to explore how teaching can be a

radical act of liberation. The book emphasizes the importance of engaged pedagogy that fosters critical

thinking and challenges oppressive structures. hooks’s work inspires educators to create inclusive and

transformative learning environments.



6. Critical Pedagogy: Notes from the Real World

Henry A. Giroux presents critical pedagogy as a means to analyze power and cultivate democratic

learning spaces. This book discusses how education can resist neoliberalism and promote social

justice. Giroux integrates theory with practical examples, encouraging educators to become activists in

their classrooms.

7. Rethinking Education as the Practice of Freedom

Edited by Antonia Darder, Marta P. Baltodano, and Rodolfo D. Torres, this volume gathers essays that

explore education’s role in fostering critical consciousness and social transformation. It addresses

issues such as globalization, neoliberalism, and cultural identity. The book is a valuable resource for

educators committed to equity and democracy.

8. The Ignorant Schoolmaster: Five Lessons in Intellectual Emancipation

Jacques Rancière challenges traditional notions of teacher authority and student dependency. Through

the story of Joseph Jacotot, he argues that all individuals have equal intelligence and that

emancipation comes from trusting the learner’s capacity. This provocative book rethinks educational

hierarchies and promotes intellectual freedom.

9. Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria?: And Other Conversations About Race

Beverly Daniel Tatum provides a psychological and sociological analysis of racial identity development

in educational settings. The book explores how race shapes student experiences and interactions,

emphasizing the need for open dialogue about race and racism. It is widely used for understanding

and addressing racial dynamics in schools.
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2018-10-03 Originally published in 1987, this was the only available book to offer a critical
interpretation of the current reform efforts in teacher education at the time. The focus is issues of
professionalization, the role of the university and schools in the socialization of teachers, and the
ideological and social assumptions that underlie educational theory. The book draws upon the
sociology of knowledge, Marxist theory and political sociology.
  critical studies in education: The Palgrave Handbook on Critical Theories of Education
Ali A. Abdi, Greg William Misiaszek, 2022-09-13 This handbook brings together a range of global
perspectives in the field of critical studies in education to illuminate multiple ways of knowing,
learning, and teaching for social wellbeing, justice, and sustainability. The handbook covers areas
such as critical thought systems of education, critical race (and racialization) theories of education,
critical international/global citizenship education, and critical studies in education and literacy
studies. In each section, the chapter authors illuminate the current state of the field and probe more
inclusive ways to achieve multicentric knowledge and learning possibilities.
  critical studies in education: Critical Studies in Education Series , 19??
  critical studies in education: Doing Critical Research in Education Kathryn Bell
McKenzie, Linda Skrla, 2023 This user-friendly guide explains difficult concepts with examples of
applications for anyone who wants to engage in critical research to address some of the most
pressing issues in education, as well as all areas in which there is oppression or marginalization of
students and their communities--
  critical studies in education: Critical Studies of Education in Asia Leonel Lim, Michael W.
Apple, 2020-06-09 Critical Studies of Education in Asia features analyses that take seriously the
complex postcolonial, historical, and cultural consciousnesses felt across societies in Asia, and that
bring these to bear on the changing terrain of knowledge, subjectivities, and power relations
constructed both within schools and across the public sphere. In documenting the multiple sites of
conflict and contestation both between and within states in Asia and a host of pedagogic agents –
ministries of education, state boards and agencies, schools, teachers and teacher unions, university
departments of education, local interest groups, the media, international standards agencies, and
global educational reform discourses – the chapters in this volume illuminate the struggles over
knowledge, education, and the work of schools. Faced with emergent global and local forces that are
determined to challenge ‘official’ knowledge and to offer alternative understandings of education
and society in Asia, this volume offers critical insights for academic researchers, policy- makers, and
graduate students seeking to understand the tensions and possibilities of educational change in the
region. This book was originally published as a special issue of Curriculum Inquiry.
  critical studies in education: Critical Studies and the International Field of Indigenous
Education Research Greg Vass, Melitta Hogarth, 2024-02-15 This book focuses on three broad and
intertwined concerns in Indigenous education across several settler-colonial settings such as
Australia, New Zealand and Canada. Within these settler-colonial contexts, many Indigenous
learners continue to be failed by education policies and practices, while teaching and learning – all
too often concomitantly – reproduce and maintain deficit perspectives and expectations from those
in the wider community towards Indigenous Peoples. The contributions presented in this book seek
to interrupt this cycle in some way and share three broad and intertwined areas of focus: Holistic
and more-than-human view of the world and knowledge making practices Critical engagement with
the ongoing legacies of colonial institutions, practices and histories And efforts that seek to reveal
and address social injustices, inequities and discrimination. The book highlights the work of scholars
who are actively working to privilege Indigenous ways of working and/or recognising the resilience
of Indigenous peoples in all aspects of education. Critical Studies and the International Field of
Indigenous Education Research offers inspiration, hope and practices to learn from and with. In
doing so, a wider community of researchers and professionals can draw on the ideas and strategies
to help inform their efforts within the settings they work and live. This book was originally published
as a special issue of Critical Studies in Education.
  critical studies in education: Critical Youth Research in Education Arshad Imtiaz Ali,



Teresa L. McCarty, 2020-04-23 Critical studies of youth play an increasingly important role in
educational research. This volume adds to that ongoing conversation by addressing the
methodological lessons learned from key scholars in the field. With a focus on “the doing” of critical
youth studies in ways that center praxis and relational care in work with youth and their
communities, the volume showcases scholars discussing their research and reflecting on the
practical strategies they have used to operationalize their conceptions of knowledge in
youth-centered research projects. Each chapter addresses the research features, challenges,
tensions, and debates of the project; engagement with communities; and relationality, reciprocity,
and responsibility to participants. The focus throughout is on qualitative approaches that are
humanizing, anti-colonial, and transformative.
  critical studies in education: Using Critical Research for Educational and Social Change
Tricia Kress, 2016-04-08 This volume features the works of scholar-practitioners who embrace
critical pedagogy and critical research as praxis in qualitative research about education. The authors
take an explicit stance toward social justice through education, and they use critical research as a
vehicle toward that end. The chapters critically engage with topics such as researcher role and
position in critical research; collaborative research models with teachers and students; exploring
visual epistemology in schools and with students; critical science education and cosmopolitanism;
and developing praxis within teacher preparation courses and teacher research. Contributors push
the boundaries of scholarship by presenting nuanced theoretical discussions or critical and timely
educational issues via innovative forms of representation (i.e., fiction, narratives, dialogues, rich
descriptions, and visuals). This book was originally published as a special issue of the International
Journal of Qualitative Studies in Education.
  critical studies in education: Critical Research in Sport, Health and Physical Education
Richard Pringle, Hakan Larsson, Göran Gerdin, 2018-10-17 Within the overlapping fields of the
sociology of sport, physical education and health education, the use of critical theories and the
critical research paradigm has grown in scope. Yet what social impact has this research had? This
book considers the capacity of critical research and associated social theory to play an active role in
challenging social injustices or at least in ‘making a difference’ within health and physical education
(HPE) and sporting contexts. It also examines how the use of different social theories impacts sport
policies, national curricula and health promotion activities, as well as the practices of HPE teaching
and sport training and competition. Critical Research in Sport, Health and Physical Education is a
valuable resource for academics and students working in the fields of research methods, sociology of
sport, physical education and health. Chapter 5 of this book is freely available as a downloadable
Open Access PDF at http://www.taylorfrancis.com under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non
Commercial-No Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND) 4.0 license.
  critical studies in education: Routledge Handbook of Critical Studies in Whiteness Shona
Hunter, Christi van der Westhuizen, 2021-11-29 This handbook offers a unique decolonial take on
the field of Critical Whiteness Studies by rehistoricising and re-spatialising the study of bodies and
identities in the world system of coloniality. Situating the critical study of whiteness as a core
intellectual pillar in a broadly based project for racial and social justice, the volume understands
whiteness as elaborated in global coloniality through epistemology, ideology and governmentality at
the intersections with heteropatriarchy and capitalism. The diverse contributions present Black and
other racially diverse scholarship as crucial to the field. The focus of inquiry is expanded beyond
Northern Anglophone contexts to challenge centre/margin relations, examining whiteness in the
Caribbean, South Africa and the African continent, Asia, the Middle East as well as in the United
States and parts of Europe. Providing a transdisciplinary approach and addressing debates about
knowledges, black and white subjectivities and newly defensive forms of whiteness, as seen in the
rise of the Radical Right, the handbook deepens our understanding of power, place, and culture in
coloniality. This book will be an invaluable resource for researchers, advanced students, and
scholars in the fields of Education, History, Sociology, Anthropology, Psychology, Political Sciences,
Philosophy, Critical Race Theory, Feminist and Gender Studies, Postcolonial and Decolonial Studies,



Security Studies, Migration Studies, Media Studies, Indigenous Studies, Cultural Studies, Critical
Diversity Studies, and African, Latin American, Asian, American, British and European Studies.
  critical studies in education: Encyclopedia of Critical Whiteness Studies in Education ,
2020-12-07 While critical whiteness studies as a field has been attacked from both within and
without, the ongoing realities of systemic white supremacy across the globe necessitate new and
better understandings of whiteness, white racial identity, and their links with education.
Encyclopedia of Critical Whiteness Studies in Education offers readers a broad summary of the
multifaceted and interdisciplinary field of critical whiteness studies, the study of white racial
identities in the context of white supremacy, in education. Featuring scholars from across the
Anglophone world, this volume seeks to offer both introductions and deep dives into the ever-shifting
field of critical whiteness research in education.
  critical studies in education: Disability Studies in Education Susan Lynn Gabel, 2005 As a
field of inquiry, disability studies in education stands at the broad intersection of disability studies
and educational studies. This book introduces graduate students, educational researchers, and
teacher educators to the range of scholarly inquiry emerging from this exciting new field. Susan L.
Gabel pulls together a sampling of the vast array of available scholarship that includes readings that
intersect curriculum theory, critical policy analysis, personal narrative, and much more. Although
disability studies in education has only recently been recognized as a field of inquiry with an
identifiable body of literature, the chapters in this book present the work of some of the major
scholars of disability studies in education.
  critical studies in education: Critical Studies in Teacher Education T. S. Popkewitz,
1987-03-01
  critical studies in education: The Handbook of Critical Theoretical Research Methods in
Education Cheryl E. Matias, 2021-05-12 The Handbook of Critical Theoretical Research Methods in
Education approaches theory as a method for doing research, rather than as a background
framework. Educational research often reduces theory to a framework used only to analyze
empirically collected data. In this view theories are not considered methods, and studies that apply
them as such are not given credence. This misunderstanding is primarily due to an empiricist stance
of educational research, one that lacks understanding of how theories operate methodologically and
presumes positivism is the only valid form of research. This limited perspective has serious
consequences on essential academic activities: publication, tenure and promotion, grants, and
academic awards. Expanding what constitutes methods in critical theoretical educational research,
this edited book details 21 educationally just theories and demonstrates how theories are applied as
method to various subfields in education. From critical race hermeneutics to Bakhtin’s dialogism,
each chapter explicates the ideological roots of said theory while teaching us how to apply the
theory as method. This edited book is the first of its kind in educational research. To date, no other
book details educationally just theories and clearly explicates how those theories can be applied as
methods. With contributions from scholars in the fields of education and qualitative research
worldwide, the book will appeal to researchers and graduate students.
  critical studies in education: A Companion to Research in Education Alan D. Reid, E. Paul
Hart, Michael A. Peters, 2013-11-11 This volume offers a unique commentary on the diverse ways
that educational inquiry is conceived, designed and critiqued. An international team of scholars
examines cross-cutting themes of how research in education is conceptualised, characterised,
contextualised, legitimated and represented. Contributions include specially commissioned essays,
critical commentaries, vignettes, dialogues and cases. Each section discusses the significance of a
complex terrain of ideas and critiques that can inform thinking and practice in educational research.
The result is a thorough and accessible volume that offers fresh insights into the perspectives and
challenges that shape diverse genres of research in education. ​
  critical studies in education: Critical studies in education and culture series , 1991
  critical studies in education: Handbook of Critical Race Theory in Education Marvin Lynn,
Adrienne D. Dixson, 2021-10-25 This handbook illustrates how education scholars employ Critical



Race Theory (CRT) as a framework to bring attention to issues of race and racism in education. It is
the first authoritative reference work to provide a truly comprehensive description and analysis of
the topic, from the defining conceptual principles of CRT in Law that gave shape to its radical
underpinnings to the political and social implications of the field today. It is divided into six sections,
covering innovations in educational research, policy and practice in both schools and in higher
education, and the increasing interdisciplinary nature of critical race research. New chapters
broaden the scope of theoretical lenses to include LatCrit, AsianCrit and Critical Race Feminism, as
well as coverage of Discrit Studies, Research Methods, and other recent updates to the field. This
handbook remains the definitive statement on the state of critical race theory in education and on its
possibilities for the future.
  critical studies in education: What Is Critical in Language Studies Solange Maria de Barros,
Dánie M. de Jesus, 2020-09-23 This volume examines the notion of criticality in language studies.
Drawing on the work of the Frankfurt School – Adorno, Habermas, Horkheimer, and Marcuse,
among others – the chapters in the volume examine a variety of linguistic contexts: from gender
activism to web journalism, from the classroom to the open streets. It also presents theoretical and
methodological guidelines to researchers interested in • Expanding their critical outlook for
meaning brought on by the notion of criticality in contemporary language studies. • Understanding
criticality in languages through historical, political, and social perspectives. • Using linguistics and
language studies as tools to dissect and disclose social injustices. This book will be of great interest
to scholars and researchers of language studies and linguistics, philosophy, politics, and sociology
and social policy.
  critical studies in education: Handbook of Critical Education Research Michelle D.
Young, Sarah Diem, 2023-07-25 This handbook offers a contemporary and comprehensive review of
critical research theory and methodology. Showcasing the work of contemporary critical researchers
who are harnessing and building on a variety of methodological tools, this volume extends beyond
qualitative methodology to also include critical quantitative and mixed-methods approaches to
research. The critical scholars contributing to this volume are influenced by a diverse range of
education disciplines, and represent multiple countries and methodological backgrounds, making
the handbook an essential resource for anyone doing critical scholarship. The book moves from the
theoretical to the specific, examining various paradigms for engaging in critical scholarship, various
methodologies for doing critical research, and the political, ethical, and practical issues that arise
when working as a critical scholar. In addition to mapping the field, contributions synthesize
literature, offer concrete examples, and explore relevant contexts, histories, assumptions, and
current practices, ultimately fostering generative thinking that contributes to future methodological
and theoretical breakthroughs. New as well as seasoned critical scholars will find within these pages
exciting new ideas, challenging questions, and insights that spur the continuous evolution and grow
the influence of critical research methods and theories in the education and human disciplines.
  critical studies in education: Emerging Critical Scholarship in Education Carol Mutch, Jean
Rath, 2014-04-23 The doctoral journey is fraught with stops and starts, crossroads and blind alleys,
surprises and epiphanies. All successful doctoral students navigate a pathway through these events
to reach their final destination. Navigating the Doctoral Journey explores examples of these routes in
ways that both honour individual stories and highlight the broader issues of uniting emergent
research practices with doctoral candidates’ individual reflexive projects. All the doctoral candidates
included in this book work with critical topics, theories and methods within the field of education;
they face particular challenges – and rewards – when pursuing work that will meet institutional and
disciplinary expectations of “good” doctoral-level research. For them, the doctoral process is
required to culminate in more than the award of a qualification. Their imperative is to demonstrate
mastery of the disciplinary norms, whilst simultaneously challenging dominant models and making
authentic contributions to the benefit of broader society. Navigating the Doctoral Journey addresses
the isolation and challenges of what it means to conduct critical doctoral research within a highly
contested domain of knowledge. This is not a simplistic self-help guide to clearly map a proven route



to doctoral success, rather the book provides a range of possible answers to the questions of how
candidates experience doctoral studies, what is “critical” about each contributor’s research, and
how this affects what each person does as he or she researches.
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