
critical thinking in psychology and
everyday life
critical thinking in psychology and everyday life plays a pivotal role in
enhancing decision-making, problem-solving, and understanding human behavior.
This skill is crucial not only within the realm of psychology but also in
daily interactions and personal judgments. By applying critical thinking,
individuals can better analyze information, question assumptions, and avoid
cognitive biases that often cloud judgment. In psychology, critical thinking
aids in interpreting research findings, evaluating theories, and
understanding mental processes objectively. Meanwhile, in everyday life, it
fosters more rational responses to complex situations, improves
communication, and supports informed choices. This article explores the
significance of critical thinking in both psychology and everyday contexts,
detailing its components, benefits, and practical applications. The following
sections provide a structured examination of how critical thinking functions
and why it is indispensable across various aspects of life.
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Understanding Critical Thinking in Psychology
Critical thinking in psychology involves the systematic evaluation of
evidence, theories, and methodologies to arrive at well-supported conclusions
about human behavior and mental processes. Psychologists rely heavily on this
cognitive skill to distinguish between scientifically valid information and
unsupported claims. It includes scrutinizing research designs, analyzing
data, and questioning personal biases that may affect interpretation. This
form of thinking ensures that psychological knowledge is built on empirical
evidence rather than anecdote or assumption. Additionally, critical thinking
allows practitioners to apply psychological principles ethically and
effectively in clinical, educational, and organizational settings.



The Scientific Method and Critical Thinking
The scientific method forms the backbone of critical thinking in psychology.
It involves formulating hypotheses, conducting experiments, collecting data,
and analyzing results with objectivity. This process minimizes errors and
biases, promoting accuracy and reliability in psychological research. Without
critical thinking, psychological studies could be prone to confirmation bias
or flawed reasoning, which would compromise their validity. Therefore,
critical thinking supports the continual refinement of psychological theories
and practices.

Evaluating Psychological Research
Critical thinking enables psychologists to assess the quality and relevance
of research studies. This includes examining sample sizes, control
conditions, measurement tools, and statistical analyses. By doing so,
psychologists can differentiate between robust findings and those that lack
scientific rigor. This evaluative process is essential for integrating new
knowledge into psychological practice and for educating the public about
mental health based on credible evidence.

The Role of Critical Thinking in Everyday Life
In everyday life, critical thinking helps individuals navigate complex
decisions and social interactions with greater clarity and reason. It
empowers people to analyze information from various sources, recognize
logical fallacies, and question assumptions before forming opinions or taking
action. This cognitive skill is fundamental in managing personal finances,
resolving conflicts, and making health-related choices. Moreover, critical
thinking supports effective communication by fostering open-mindedness and
empathy, which are vital in diverse social environments.

Decision-Making and Problem-Solving
Critical thinking enhances decision-making by encouraging a thorough
examination of available options and potential consequences. It involves
identifying relevant information, weighing evidence, and considering
alternative viewpoints. This approach reduces impulsivity and increases the
likelihood of making well-informed choices. In problem-solving, critical
thinking helps break down complex issues into manageable parts, facilitating
creative and practical solutions.

Recognizing Cognitive Biases
Cognitive biases such as confirmation bias, anchoring, and availability
heuristic often distort perception and judgment. Applying critical thinking



in everyday life involves being aware of these biases and actively working to
mitigate their influence. This self-awareness improves objectivity and leads
to more accurate understanding and responses to various situations.

Key Components of Critical Thinking
Critical thinking encompasses several fundamental components that
collectively enhance analytical capabilities. These elements serve as the
foundation for evaluating information critically and making reasoned
judgments. Understanding these components is essential for developing strong
critical thinking skills applicable in psychology and daily life.

Analysis
Analysis involves breaking down complex information into smaller parts to
understand relationships and underlying principles. It requires identifying
assumptions, arguments, and evidence within a given context.

Evaluation
Evaluation is the process of assessing the credibility, relevance, and
logical strength of information and arguments. It includes judging the
quality of evidence and the validity of conclusions drawn from it.

Inference
Inference refers to drawing reasonable conclusions based on available
evidence and reasoning. It requires distinguishing between factual
information and opinions or speculation.

Explanation
Explanation involves clearly articulating the reasoning behind conclusions or
decisions. It ensures transparency and allows others to understand and assess
the logic used.

Self-Regulation
Self-regulation entails monitoring one’s own thinking processes, recognizing
biases, and making adjustments to improve objectivity and accuracy.



Benefits of Critical Thinking in Psychology and
Daily Life
The application of critical thinking yields numerous benefits across
psychological research and everyday scenarios. These advantages contribute to
better mental health outcomes, enhanced interpersonal relationships, and more
effective problem-solving strategies.

Improved Decision Quality: Critical thinking fosters well-informed
decisions by promoting thorough evaluation and consideration of
alternatives.

Enhanced Communication: It supports clear and logical expression of
ideas, which facilitates understanding and collaboration.

Greater Emotional Intelligence: Critical thinking helps recognize
emotional influences and manage them constructively.

Reduced Susceptibility to Manipulation: By questioning information
sources and motives, individuals are less likely to fall victim to
misinformation or propaganda.

Increased Academic and Professional Success: In psychology and other
fields, critical thinking is essential for research accuracy and
effective practice.

Techniques to Enhance Critical Thinking Skills
Developing critical thinking skills requires deliberate practice and the use
of specific strategies. These techniques can be integrated into both academic
settings and everyday life to strengthen analytical abilities.

Questioning Assumptions
Challenging existing beliefs and assumptions is a key step in critical
thinking. This involves asking probing questions and seeking evidence before
accepting claims.

Engaging in Reflective Thinking
Reflective thinking encourages individuals to review their thought processes,
identify errors, and consider alternative perspectives.



Practicing Active Listening
Active listening enhances understanding by fully concentrating on the
speaker, clarifying points, and withholding judgment until sufficient
information is gathered.

Utilizing Logical Frameworks
Applying formal logic and reasoning frameworks helps structure arguments and
identify fallacies or inconsistencies.

Seeking Diverse Perspectives
Exposure to different viewpoints broadens understanding and reduces the risk
of narrow-mindedness or groupthink.

Regularly analyze information sources for credibility and bias.1.

Engage in discussions that challenge personal viewpoints.2.

Practice problem-solving exercises that require evidence-based3.
reasoning.

Maintain an open yet skeptical mindset toward new information.4.

Reflect on decisions and outcomes to learn from experience.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is critical thinking in psychology?
Critical thinking in psychology involves the objective analysis and
evaluation of psychological concepts, research, and practices to form well-
reasoned judgments and avoid biases.

Why is critical thinking important in everyday life?
Critical thinking helps individuals make informed decisions, solve problems
effectively, and avoid being misled by misinformation or emotional reasoning
in daily situations.



How can critical thinking improve mental health
understanding?
By applying critical thinking, individuals can better evaluate mental health
information, differentiate between myths and facts, and choose appropriate
coping strategies or treatments.

What are common barriers to critical thinking in
psychology?
Common barriers include cognitive biases, emotional influences, lack of
knowledge, and reliance on anecdotal evidence rather than scientific
research.

How can one develop critical thinking skills related
to psychology?
One can develop critical thinking by studying scientific methods, questioning
assumptions, analyzing evidence critically, and engaging in reflective
thinking about psychological topics.

How does critical thinking affect decision-making in
everyday life?
Critical thinking enhances decision-making by encouraging thorough evaluation
of options, consideration of consequences, and minimizing impulsive or biased
choices.

Additional Resources
1. Thinking, Fast and Slow
Written by Daniel Kahneman, this book explores the dual systems of thought
that drive our decisions: the fast, intuitive system and the slow, deliberate
system. Kahneman delves into cognitive biases and errors in judgment that
affect everyday thinking. It provides valuable insights into how we can
improve our critical thinking by understanding these mental processes.

2. Critical Thinking: A Concise Guide
By Tracy Bowell and Gary Kemp, this book offers a clear and accessible
introduction to the principles of critical thinking. It emphasizes the
evaluation of arguments and the identification of common logical fallacies.
The guide is practical for both academic psychology and everyday reasoning
challenges.

3. The Demon-Haunted World: Science as a Candle in the Dark
Carl Sagan's classic work advocates for scientific skepticism and critical
thinking as tools to combat superstition and pseudoscience. The book



illustrates how scientific thinking applies to everyday life, encouraging
readers to question claims and seek evidence. It is a compelling call for
rational inquiry in psychology and beyond.

4. How to Think Straight About Psychology
Keith E. Stanovich presents a thorough introduction to the scientific methods
and critical evaluation techniques used in psychology. This book helps
readers distinguish between pseudoscience and evidence-based psychology. It’s
an essential resource for developing critical thinking skills related to
psychological research and everyday claims.

5. Being Logical: A Guide to Good Thinking
Authored by D.Q. McInerny, this concise book lays out the fundamental
principles of logical thinking. It serves as a practical manual for
identifying poor reasoning and constructing sound arguments. The book’s
straightforward approach makes it valuable for enhancing critical thinking in
daily life and academic settings.

6. Influence: The Psychology of Persuasion
Robert B. Cialdini examines the psychological principles behind persuasion
and how they affect our decision-making. Understanding these mechanisms is
crucial for developing critical thinking skills to resist undue influence.
The book is both insightful and applicable for recognizing manipulation in
everyday interactions.

7. Thinking Critically About Psychology: A Workbook for Students
This workbook by Heather E. Douglas offers exercises and strategies designed
to improve critical analysis of psychological theories and research. It
encourages skepticism and the application of scientific reasoning to everyday
psychological claims. The interactive format makes it ideal for students and
lifelong learners.

8. Predictably Irrational: The Hidden Forces That Shape Our Decisions
Dan Ariely explores the systematic ways in which human behavior deviates from
rationality. The book reveals how unconscious biases and emotions impact our
choices, often without our awareness. By understanding these patterns,
readers can sharpen their critical thinking skills to make better decisions
in life.

9. Bad Science
Ben Goldacre critiques the misuse of scientific data and the propagation of
misinformation, especially in health and psychology. The book teaches readers
to critically evaluate scientific claims and to be wary of flawed research
and media hype. It empowers everyday thinkers to discern credible information
from misleading or false reports.
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  critical thinking in psychology and everyday life: Psychology in Everyday Life David G.
Myers, 2008-10-17 LEARN IT. LIVE IT. Why take psychology? What makes psychology a science?
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friends? Now from the world's foremost author for the introductory psychology classroom comes a
new textbook that makes learning about the psychology of our lives a captivating experience for
students at all levels. Carried by the author's acclaimed empathetic voice, Psychology in Everyday
Life is David Myers' most inviting text to date. This new book represents a breakthrough in the
interplay of text and visuals, yet, as always, provides a rich source of scientific insights into the lives
we live. Any student, regardless of age or background, will find it a text that speaks directly to him
or her, and will embrace it not just for its grade-raising potential, but for its revelations about what
makes a person a stronger student, a more tuned-in friend or partner, a more effective worker, or a
wiser parent.
  critical thinking in psychology and everyday life: Critical Thinking Across Disciplines, Vol. 1
Robert J. Sternberg, Weihua Niu, 2025-05-18 This edited collection adopts a multidisciplinary
perspective on critical thinking, bringing together leading experts from fields such as psychology,
philosophy, education, and creativity studies. It explores both the theoretical foundations and
practical applications of critical thinking in the classroom. By integrating diverse approaches, the
book aims to foster a richer dialogue and deeper understanding of critical thinking, while enhancing
its application to address emerging challenges in the first quarter of the 21st century, including
global pandemics, geopolitical tensions, and the rise of generative AI. Volume 1 offers a
comprehensive survey of cutting-edge multidisciplinary research, laying the groundwork for Volume
2, which will delve into the application of critical thinking to contemporary issues such as artificial
intelligence, misinformation, and health communication.
  critical thinking in psychology and everyday life: Psychology in Everyday Life ,
  critical thinking in psychology and everyday life: Psychology in Everyday Life (High
School) David G. Myers, C. Nathan DeWall, 2017-01-27 The psychology course is often a student
favorite because it’s so relevant to our everyday lives. And like all Myers and DeWall texts,
Psychology in Everyday Life delivers an enjoyable and entertaining read, complete with the latest
research and an eye-catching design. Unlike other Myers/DeWall books, this is a brief offering that
makes no assumptions about a students background or experiences. This book is written with the
diversity of your students in mind.
  critical thinking in psychology and everyday life: The Psychology Student’s Guide to
Study and Employability Graham Davey, 2022-03-31 How does a Psychology degree work? Where
will it lead me? What skills are employers looking for? Psychology is one of the most popular
undergraduate degree subjects in the UK, which is no surprise given the wide range of transferrable
skills it offers. But how to translate these skills into job opportunities? And which career paths to
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explore? If you are considering studying psychology, or you are already a psychology student looking
at your next steps, this book is for you. Written by leading academics, this handy guide interweaves
both study skills and employability skills, providing advice across all three years of your course and
talking you through the different options open to you after graduation. From writing essays to
revising for exams, and from careers in and outside of professional psychology to further academic
study, this book covers everything a psychology student needs to know – even how to make the most
of your social life! Graham Davey is Emeritus Professor of Psychology at the University of Sussex.
  critical thinking in psychology and everyday life: Exploring Psychology, Sixth Edition, in
Modules David G. Myers, 2004-12-07 The success of the modular version of David Myers's
bestselling brief text, Exploring Psychology, proves the author's longheld belief (supported by
independent research) that for a number of students, a text comprised of 45 15-page chapters is
more effective than one of 15 45-page chapters. Exploring Psychology, Sixth Edition, in Modules
includes all the features and up-to-date content of the current edition of Exploring Psychology
organized into 45 modules. It is accompanied by its own expansive variety of media and supplements
similar to the Exploring Psychology package, also reorganized to match the modular format. This is
NOT a brief version of Psychology, Seventh Edition, in Modules. Rather, this text is a
MODULARIZED version of Exploring Psychology, Sixth Edition.
  critical thinking in psychology and everyday life: EBOOK: Psychology: The Science of
Mind and Behaviour, 4e Nigel Holt, Andy Bremner, Ed Sutherland, Michael Vliek, Michael Passer,
Ronald Smith, 2019-03-01 EBOOK: Psychology: The Science of Mind and Behaviour, 4e
  critical thinking in psychology and everyday life: Question and Insight in Everyday Life
Richard Grallo, 2021-12-27 In Question and Insight in Everyday Life: A Blueprint for Transformative
Problem Solving, Richard Grallo examines the nature and patterns of human problem solving. Grallo
identifies four patterns of problem solving that together result in complex human learning and
growth. The four patterns constitute a cycle that is transformative not only of problematic situations
but of the problem solvers themselves. This book also explores the roles of questions, insights, the
desire to know, and social trust in problem solving. Its conclusions apply equally to the problems of
everyday life as well as to challenges that arise in educational, counseling, political, engineering,
and science fields.
  critical thinking in psychology and everyday life: Psychology (Paperback) Pearson, Glenn
Meyer, Saundra Ciccarelli, 2005-10 NEW! MyPsychLab edition available October 2007! Text comes
automatically with MyPsychLab for no additional charge! Includes end of chapter study tips
directing students to MyPsychLab for further study! No changes to pagination from
Cicccarelli/Meyer Psychology 1e. The most learner-centered and assessment-driven text available.
Using the APA undergraduate psychology learning outcomes, the authors establish clear learning
objectives for students and tie the text assessment to these objectives. Praised for a very engaging
writing style, comprehensive coverage of key research, and strong pedagogical features, Ciccarelli
focuses on getting students to actually read their textbook. Student feedback from numerous class
tests and instructor feedback from an extensive reviewing process emphasize the appeal of
Ciccarelli's approach to teaching and learning in today's classroom.
  critical thinking in psychology and everyday life: Critical Thinking in Clinical Practice
Eileen Gambrill, 2012-05-01 Praise for Critical Thinking in Clinical Practice, Third Edition Eileen
Gambrill is unparalleled in her ability to describe common flaws and biases in clinical decision
making. The result in this revised edition is a steadfast call for change that also acknowledges the
demands of practice. A must-read for clinicians and researchers alike. —Elizabeth K. Anthony, PhD,
Assistant Professor, School of Social Work, Arizona State University This Third Edition builds upon
the impressive strengths of Gambrill's prior treatments of the topic to support the notion that critical
thinking is a teachable skill and one essential for contemporary practice in the human services. This
book should be the default authority on the topic of critical thinking for human service professionals
and would be an excellent textbook. —Bruce A. Thyer, PhD, LCSW, Professor and former Dean,
Florida State University College of Social Work I was skeptical about how Critical Thinking in



Clinical Practice could be improved, but Eileen Gambrill has succeeded! Her articulation of critical
thinking skills for clinical decisions ultimately will benefit the people we serve. —Joanne Yaffe, PhD,
ACSW, Associate Professor of Social Work and Adjunct Associate Professor of Psychiatry, University
of Utah A balanced and illustrative guide to incorporating critical-thinking values, knowledge, and
skills into clinical education and practice Now in a third edition, Critical Thinking in Clinical Practice
is written for helping professionals who want to think more clearly about the decisions they make
and the context in which they make them. It is a practical volume for clinicians who would like to
expand their knowledge of common pitfalls and fallacies in clinical reasoning. As in earlier editions,
this Third Edition draws on research related to problem solving and decision making, illustrating the
relevance of research findings to everyday clinical practice and policy. Revised throughout, the new
edition includes discussion of: The influence of pharmaceutical companies on the helping
professions, including disease mongering—the creation of bogus risks, problems, and needless
worries Different kinds of propaganda in the helping professions that compromise informed consent
Additional coverage of classification, pathology, reliance on authority, and hazards in data collection
The development of decision aids of value to both professionals and clients The relative contribution
of specific interventions compared to nonspecific factors to positive outcome Factors related to
decision making in multidisciplinary teams New developments regarding intuitive and analytic
reasoning The pragmatic theory of fallacies Designed to enhance the quality of services offered to
clients, Critical Thinking in Clinical Practice, Third Edition is filled with insightful examples, useful
lists, websites, and guidelines, presenting an essential resource for all helping professionals and
students in the helping professions.
  critical thinking in psychology and everyday life: EBOOK: Psychology: The Science of Mind
and Behaviour Nigel Holt, Andy Bremner, Ed Sutherland, Michael Vliek, Michael Passer, Ronald
Smith, 2015-02-16 Psychology: The Science of Mind and Behaviour is here with a new, fully updated
and revised third edition. Bringing new developments in the field and its renowned pedagogical
design, the third edition offers an exciting and engaging introduction to the study of psychology.This
book’s scientific approach, which brings together international research, practical application and
the levels of analysis framework, encourages critical thinking about psychology and its impact on
our daily lives. Key features: Fully updated research and data throughout the book as well as
increased cross cultural referencesRestructured Chapter 3 on Genes, Environment and Behaviour,
which now starts with a discussion of Darwinian theory before moving on to Mendelian geneticsCore
subject updates such as DSM-5 for psychological disorders and imaging techniques on the brain are
fully integratedRevised and updated Research Close Up boxesCurrent Issues and hot topics such as,
the study of happiness and schizophrenia, intelligence testing, the influence of the media and
conflict and terrorism are discussed to prompt debates and questions facing psychologists todayNew
to this edition is Recommended Reading of both classic and contemporary studies at the end of
chapters Connect™ Psychology: a digital teaching and learning environment that improves
performance over a variety of critical outcomes; easy to use and proven effective. LearnSmart™: the
most widely used and intelligent adaptive learning resource that is proven to strengthen memory
recall, improve course retention and boost grades. SmartBook™: Fuelled by LearnSmart, SmartBook
is the first and only adaptive reading experience available today.
  critical thinking in psychology and everyday life: Psychology Saundra E. Ciccarelli, Glenn E.
Meyer, 2007-10 No further information has been provided for this title.
  critical thinking in psychology and everyday life: Teaching Critical Thinking in
Psychology Dana S. Dunn, Jane S. Halonen, Randolph A. Smith, 2009-01-30 Teaching Critical
Thinking in Psychology features currentscholarship on effectively teaching critical thinking skills at
alllevels of psychology. Offers novel, nontraditional approaches to teaching criticalthinking,
including strategies, tactics, diversity issues, servicelearning, and the use of case studies Provides
new course delivery formats by which faculty cancreate online course materials to foster critical
thinking within adiverse student audience Places specific emphasis on how to both teach and
assesscritical thinking in the classroom, as well as issues of widerprogram assessment Discusses



ways to use critical thinking in courses ranging fromintroductory level to upper-level, including
statistics andresearch methods courses, cognitive psychology, and capstoneofferings
  critical thinking in psychology and everyday life: Think Judith A. Boss, 2024 THiNK is a
multicultural and interdisciplinary introductory critical thinking ethics textbook that offers core
content and pedagogy in a succinct magazine format that provides students with the skills necessary
to make and commit to decisions in their lives based on reason and logic. THiNK also offers students
extensive opportunity for application and practice, and to develop and apply their critical-thinking
skills--
  critical thinking in psychology and everyday life: Critical Thinking Across the Curriculum
Diane F. Halpern, 2014-02-04 Consider that many of the people who are alive today will be working
at jobs that do not currently exist and that the explosion of information means that today's
knowledge will quickly become outdated. As a result, two goals for education clearly emerge --
learning how to learn and how to think critically about information that changes at a rapid rate. We
face a multitude of new challenges to our natural environment, difficult dilemmas concerning the
use of weapons of mass destruction, political agendas for the distribution of scarce commodities and
wealth, psychological problems of loneliness and depression, escalating violence, and an expanding
elderly population. International in scope and in magnitude, these new problems strain resources
and threaten the continuance of life on earth. To creatively and effectively attack these imminent
problems, a well educated, thinking populace is essential. An abridged edition of Halpern's
best-selling text, Critical Thinking Across the Curriculum is designed to help students enhance their
thinking skills in every class. The skills discussed are needed in every academic area and setting --
both in and out of class. They are: determining cause; assessing likelihood and uncertainty;
comprehending complex text; solving novel problems; making good decisions; evaluating claims and
evidence; and thinking creatively. In this adaptation of her best-selling text, Diane Halpern applies
the theories and research of cognitive psychology to the development of critical thinking and
learning skills needed in the increasingly complex world in which we work and live. The book is
distinguished by its clear writing style, humorous tone, many practical examples and anecdotes, and
rigorous academic grounding. Everyday examples and exercises promote the transfer of critical
thinking skills and dispositions to real-world settings and problems. The goal is to help readers
recognize when and how to apply the thinking skills needed to analyze arguments, reason clearly,
identify and solve problems, and make sound decisions. Also of importance, a general thinking skills
framework ties the chapters together, but each is written so that it can stand alone. This
organization allows for maximum flexibility in the selection of topics and the order in which they are
covered. This book is intended for use in any course emphasizing critical thinking as an approach to
excellence in thinking and learning.
  critical thinking in psychology and everyday life: Critical Thinking for Addiction
Professionals Michael J. Taleff, 2006-01-18 Learn to Think Critically and Make Better Decisions
Addiction professionals make decisions everyday that impact peoples lives. Sometimes these
decisions are solid, and sometimes they are the result of flawed thinking, which often results from
myths and generalizations that are perpetuated in the field. Thinking flaws are common not just in
counselors, but in supervisors, administrators, and presenters, and can lead to potentially negative
outcomes both for clients and for programs. In this easy-to-read guide--the first to bring together
critical thinking and addiction work--critical thinking expert and addiction professional Dr. Michael
J. Taleff offers readers the tools they need to think critically and make better decisions. Readers
learn: To evaluate their critical thinking abilities The characteristics of a critical thinking
professional What drives bad thinking in addiction work How to recognize and avoid thinking
fallacies The ethics and consequences of using critical thinking Dr. Taleff has provided an insightful
analysis of the kinds of thinking errors often made by counselors. The text should be required
reading in all areas of health and human services. The concepts and discussion are as valuable to
experienced helpers as they are to novices. -Gregory Blevins, Ph.D., Professor, Governors State
University



  critical thinking in psychology and everyday life: Critical Thinking Christopher P. Dwyer,
2017-05-09 Dwyer's book is unique and distinctive as it presents and discusses a modern
conceptualization of critical thinking – one that is commensurate with the exponential increase in
the annual output of knowledge. The abilities of navigating new knowledge outputs, engaging in
enquiry and constructively solving problems are not only important in academic contexts, but are
also essential life skills. Specifically, the book provides a modern, detailed, accessible and
integrative model of critical thinking that accounts for critical thinking sub-skills and real-world
applications; and is commensurate with the standards of twenty-first-century knowledge. The book
provides both opportunities to learn and apply these skills through a series of exercises, as well as
guidelines on how critical thinking can be developed and practised, in light of existing psychological
research, which can be used to enhance the experience of critical thinking training and facilitate
gains in critical thinking ability.
  critical thinking in psychology and everyday life: Critical Thinking in Psychology D. Alan
Bensley, 1998 Are people basically selfish? Can psychotherapists help people recover memories of
sexual abuse that they have not recalled for decades? Can the moon cause people to go crazy or
commit crimes? What do we actually know about the world through our senses? These are but a few
of the fascinating questions that are addressed in D. Alan Bensley's engaging new book, Critical
Thinking in Psychology: A Unified Schools Approach. With each question illustrating the need for
critical thinking, Bensley piques student interest and inspires them to think more effectively and
critically about both the common and uncommon. Without telling readers what to think, Bensley
helps them learn how to think critically about the issues often raised in psychology. And while
obtaining answers to the above questions is important, Bensley shows readers how the process of
drawing sound conclusions to these queries is even more important.
  critical thinking in psychology and everyday life: Critical Thinking Training for Army
Officers: A model of critical thinking Susan C. Fischer, 2009 The first volume presents an overview
of the research effort that developed and validated a theoretical model for the training, selected and
validated eight high impact critical thinking skills for Army officers, and developed and evaluated
the training course. Volume two describes the results of a literature review on critical thinking, a
model of critical thinking that forms the theoretical basis for the training, and investigations that
were conducted to validate the model. Volume three describes the prototype training system that
was developed for two of the skills including the functional requirements, pedagogical principles,
course content, and evaluation of the training.--P. i, v. 1.
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