crimson tide football history

crimson tide football history is a rich and storied legacy that reflects the growth and dominance of one of
college football’s most celebrated programs. The University of Alabama’s Crimson Tide has been a
powerhouse in the sport for over a century, consistently producing championship teams, legendary
coaches, and outstanding players. From its humble beginnings in the early 1900s to its current status as a
perennial contender, the Crimson Tide football history showecases resilience, tradition, and excellence. This
article delves into the key eras, transformative coaches, iconic players, and major milestones that define the
Crimson Tide’s journey. It also explores the cultural impact and enduring legacy of this legendary program.

Below is a comprehensive overview of the main topics covered in this article.

Early Years and Formation

The Bear Bryant Era

Modern Success and Nick Saban’s Legacy

Iconic Players and Their Contributions

Championships and Major Achievements

Cultural Impact and Traditions

Early Years and Formation

The origins of crimson tide football history trace back to the University of Alabama’s inaugural team in
1892. The program was established during the early days of college football in the South, a time when the
sport was gaining popularity across the United States. Initially, the team competed against regional rivals
and gradually built a reputation for competitive play. The Crimson Tide nickname, which is now
synonymous with Alabama football, was coined in the early 1900s to describe the team’s distinctive red

jerseys and relentless playing style.

Foundation and First Games

Alabama’s first official football game took place in 1892, marking the beginning of a program that would
evolve into a national powerhouse. The team’s early seasons were characterized by modest success and the

establishment of key rivalries with other Southern schools. These formative years laid the groundwork for



the Crimson Tide’s future achievements.

Growth in the Southern Conference

In the 1920s and 1930s, Alabama became a dominant force in the Southern Conference and later the
Southeastern Conference (SEC). The program’s competitive edge improved significantly, leading to
multiple conference titles and increasing national recognition. This era helped cement crimson tide football

history as one of consistent competition and rising prominence.

The Bear Bryant Era

Paul "Bear" Bryant’s arrival at Alabama in 1958 marked a transformative chapter in crimson tide football
history. Bryant is widely regarded as one of the greatest college football coaches of all time, and his tenure
at Alabama elevated the program to unprecedented heights. Under his leadership, the Crimson Tide

developed a reputation for toughness, discipline, and strategic excellence.

Championship Dominance

During Bryant’s 25-year coaching career at Alabama, the team won six national championships and thirteen
SEC titles. His coaching philosophy emphasized a strong defense and a powerful running game, which
became trademarks of the Crimson Tide’s playing style. Bryant’s success fostered a culture of winning that

persists in Alabama football today.

Notable Players Under Bryant

Several legendary players emerged during the Bear Bryant era, including Joe Namath, Ken Stabler, and
Ozzie Newsome. These athletes not only excelled on the field but also went on to have significant

professional careers, further enhancing the prestige of crimson tide football history.

Modern Success and Nick Saban’s Legacy

The modern chapter of crimson tide football history is defined by the arrival of coach Nick Saban in 2007.
Saban’s systematic approach to recruiting, player development, and game strategy has made Alabama a
dominant force in college football in the 21st century. His tenure has brought unparalleled success and

restored Alabama’s position at the pinnacle of the sport.



Recent National Championships

Since 2007, under Saban’s guidance, Alabama has secured multiple national championships, including titles
in 2009, 2011, 2012, 2015, 2017, and 2020. These victories highlight the program’s ability to maintain elite

performance amid evolving competition and college football dynamics.

Recruiting and Development

Saban’s focus on recruiting top talent nationwide has been a cornerstone of crimson tide football history’s
recent success. The program consistently attracts some of the best high school players, developing them into

NFL-caliber athletes. This pipeline of talent has solidified Alabama’s long-term competitiveness.

Iconic Players and Their Contributions

Throughout crimson tide football history, numerous players have left an indelible mark on the program
and the sport itself. From early stars to modern-day legends, these athletes have contributed to Alabama’s

legacy through exceptional performances and leadership.

Historic Legends

Players such as Don Hutson, who revolutionized the receiver position, and Cornelius Bennett, a dominant
linebacker, helped establish the Crimson Tide as a breeding ground for NFL talent. Their contributions

extended beyond college football, influencing the game at the professional level.

Recent Standouts

Modern stars like Derrick Henry, Tua Tagovailoa, and Julio Jones exemplify the caliber of athletes
produced by Alabama. Their individual achievements and team successes have added to the rich tapestry of

crimson tide football history.

Championships and Major Achievements

The crimson tide football history is punctuated by numerous championships and significant milestones that
reflect the program’s enduring excellence. Alabama holds one of the most impressive records in college

football history.



National Titles

Alabama claims over a dozen recognized national championships, a testament to its long-standing
dominance. These titles have been earned through both consensus and AP rankings, showcasing the

program’s consistent presence at the sport’s highest levels.

SEC Championships

The Crimson Tide has amassed more than 25 Southeastern Conference championships, highlighting its
supremacy within one of college football’s toughest conferences. These victories often served as stepping

stones toward national success.

Other Notable Achievements

e Numerous Heisman Trophy finalists and winners
¢ Record-setting winning streaks and bowl game appearances

¢ Development of multiple College Football Hall of Fame inductees

Cultural Impact and Traditions

Beyond wins and championships, crimson tide football history encompasses a rich cultural heritage and
longstanding traditions that define the program’s identity. These elements contribute to the deep

connection between the team, the university, and its passionate fan base.

Game Day Traditions

Game days at the University of Alabama are renowned for their vibrant atmosphere, including the iconic
“Roll Tide” chant, the Million Dollar Band performances, and the ceremonial entrance of players onto the

field. These rituals create a unique experience that is celebrated by fans nationwide.

Community and Alumni Engagement

The Crimson Tide community extends far beyond the campus, with alumni and supporters maintaining

strong ties to the program. This widespread engagement reinforces the team’s cultural significance and



ensures the continuation of crimson tide football history for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Alabama Crimson Tide football program established?

The Alabama Crimson Tide football program was established in 1892.

Who was the first head coach of the Alabama Crimson Tide football team?

The first head coach of the Alabama Crimson Tide was E. B. Beaumont in 1892.

How many national championships has the Alabama Crimson Tide football

team won?

As of 2024, the Alabama Crimson Tide football team has won 18 recognized national championships.

Which coach is most credited with the success of the Crimson Tide
football program?

Coach Paul 'Bear' Bryant is most credited with the success of the Crimson Tide, leading the team to six

national championships during his tenure from 1958 to 1982.

When did Nick Saban become the head coach of the Alabama Crimson
Tide?

Nick Saban became the head coach of the Alabama Crimson Tide in 2007.

What is the significance of the 'Crimson Tide' nickname?

The 'Crimson Tide' nickname originated in 1907 after a game against Auburn, where Alabama's red jerseys

and muddy field conditions inspired the term to describe the team's tenacity and toughness.

How many SEC championships has Alabama won in football?

The Alabama Crimson Tide has won 28 Southeastern Conference (SEC) football championships as of 2024.

Which Alabama Crimson Tide player won the Heisman Trophy?

Mark Ingram Jr. won the Heisman Trophy in 2009, becoming the first Alabama player to receive the



award.

Additional Resources

1. Crimson Tide Glory: The History of Alabama Football

This book offers a comprehensive look at the storied history of Alabama football, from its early beginnings
to its rise as a college football powerhouse. It highlights key moments, legendary coaches, and iconic players
who have shaped the Crimson Tide legacy. Rich with photographs and anecdotes, it is a must-read for fans

wanting to understand the roots of Alabama's success.

2. Bear Bryant and the Making of a Dynasty

Focusing on the era of Coach Paul "Bear" Bryant, this book delves into how he transformed Alabama
football into a national dynasty. It explores his coaching philosophy, leadership style, and the challenges he
faced during his tenure. Readers gain insight into the man behind the legend and the foundation he built

for future Crimson Tide triumphs.

3. Rivalries and Redemption: Alabama vs. Auburn

This book chronicles the intense and historic rivalry between the University of Alabama and Auburn
University football programs. It covers memorable games, dramatic moments, and the cultural significance
of the Iron Bowl. The narrative captures the passion of fans and players alike, highlighting how this rivalry
defines Alabama football history.

4. Championship Seasons: Alabama's Road to National Titles

Focusing on the seasons when the Crimson Tide claimed national championships, this book provides
detailed game analyses, player profiles, and behind-the-scenes stories. It celebrates the hard work and
determination that led to Alabama’s multiple title runs. Perfect for readers interested in the pinnacle

moments of Alabama football.

5. Legends on the Field: Alabama's Greatest Players
This volume profiles the most influential and celebrated players in Alabama football history. From Heisman
winners to NFL stars, it discusses their careers, contributions to the team, and impact on the game. The

book offers an inspiring look at the athletes who have worn the Crimson Tide jersey with pride.

6. The Evolution of Crimson Tide Football: Strategy and Style
Exploring how Alabama’s football strategies and playing styles have evolved over the decades, this book
examines coaching changes, tactical innovations, and adaptation to modern football trends. It provides a

unique perspective on how the Crimson Tide has maintained competitiveness through continual evolution.

7. Crimson Tide Coaches: Leadership and Legacy
This book highlights the careers and philosophies of Alabama’s head coaches throughout history. It examines
how each coach influenced the team’s culture, success, and national reputation. Readers will appreciate the

leadership lessons and historical context behind the program’s enduring excellence.



8. From Walk-On to Star: True Stories of Crimson Tide Players

Featuring inspiring stories of players who started as walk-ons and rose to prominence, this book celebrates
determination and perseverance. It shares personal journeys, challenges overcome, and moments of
triumph that define the human side of Alabama football. Ideal for readers who enjoy motivational sports

narratives.

9. Alabama Football: A Cultural Phenomenon

This book explores the impact of Alabama football beyond the field, including its influence on the
university, the state, and American college football culture. It discusses traditions, fan culture, and the
program’s role in shaping local and national identity. A fascinating read for those interested in the broader

significance of Crimson Tide football.
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crimson tide football history: Miracle Moments in Alabama Crimson Tide Football History
Mark Mayfield, 2018-10-16 Alabama’s Crimson Tide has been the most dominant college football
team in America for the past decade, winning five national championships and five conference titles.
The team, under coach Nick Saban, has won an astounding ninety percent of its games since 2008,
and established a dynasty unparalleled in modern college football. As impressive as Saban and his
teams have been, these are far from the only glory days in Alabama football history, and their great
tradition is celebrated in Miracle Moments in Alabama Crimson Tide Football History. Mark
Mayfield chronicles Alabama’s colorful football history dating to when their first team won a
scrimmage, 56-0, over a group of Birmingham high school players in 1892. Three decades later,
Alabama pulled off a stunning 20-19 upset of West Coast powerhouse Washington in the 1926 Rose
Bowl, won its first national championship, and took its place among the elite teams in America with
seventeen national titles through eras coached by Wallace Wade, Frank Thomas, the legendary Paul
“Bear” Bryant, Gene Stallings, and Saban. Along the way, some of the best players in the nation have
been a part of this extraordinary program—from Don Hutson, Harry Gilmer, Joe Namath, Ken
Stabler, John Hannah, Lee Roy Jordan, Derrick Thomas, and Cornelius Bennett to Julio Jones, Amari
Cooper, Mark Barron, Dont’a Hightower, Minkah Fitzpatrick, Calvin Ridley, and Heisman Trophy
winners Mark Ingram Jr. and Derrick Henry. They and so many other remarkable players and
coaches are highlighted in Miracle Moments in Alabama Crimson Tide Football History, a must have
for all ‘Bama football fans.

crimson tide football history: Glory Days Tommy Hicks, 2013-08-01 Providing detailed tales
and anecdotes from the players and coaches responsible for some of the school’s greatest victories,
Glory Days focuses on pivotal moments in Crimson Tide history. From the 1969 game against Ole
Miss to the 1979 Sugar Bowl victory over Penn State during the team’s perfect season, up through
the 2012 BCS national championship game, this book takes the reader on a journey through the last
forty-plus years of the Alabama football team in all its glory. With stories covering everyone from
legendary coach Paul “Bear” Bryant, to the Miami Dolphins’ two-time Player of the Year Don
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McNeal, to current NFL phenomenon Julio Jones, and many more, columnist Tommy Hicks builds on
the insight from Alabama players and coaches alike to provide the color and emotion surrounding
the best games. Crimson Days is sure to captivate and enlighten Crimson Tide football fans past and
present.

crimson tide football history: Always Alabama Don Wade, 2006-09-05 With twelve national
championships, nineteen players and coaches in the College Football Hall of Fame, and a tradition of
national achievement that reaches back to the 1920s, the University of Alabama has secured its spot
as one of the most successful athletic institutions in the history of American sports. Dating back to
the days when university president Dr. George H. Mike Denny decided football would be the
university's ticket to national prominence and especially during the years of legendary head coach
Bear Bryant, Alabama has produced some of the most renowned teams and players in the history of
the game. Always Alabama tells the complete story -- through the eyes of dozens of Alabama insiders
and vanquished opponents from the first Crimson Tide team in 1892 right on through the thrilling
2006 Cotton Bowl victory. Don Wade delivers a detailed look at the long and illustrious story of
Crimson Tide football. Relive the exhilarating moments of triumph, including: Alabama's victory over
University of Pennsylvania in 1922, a conquest that put Alabama football on the map The Tide's
upholding the honor of the South with her victory at the 1926 Rose Bowl The stories that made Bear
Bryant famous and every player who ever played for him a genuine tough guy All twelve of the
program's national championships Those special moments when Alabama both defeated and lost to
bitter rivals Auburn and Tennessee And hear from the great players -- early legends such as Harry
Gilmer and Vaughn Mancha, and larger-than-life heroes such as Lee Roy Jordan, Ken Stabler, and
Ozzie Newsome -- and from scores of other players -- some famous, some not so famous -- who have
personal stories to tell about the pride and privilege of wearing the red jersey. With both
black-and-white and color photos to help guide the way, Always Alabama is the definitive history of
one of the most storied college football programs in the country and a book no college football fan
can live without.

crimson tide football history: The Crimson Tide Winston Groom, 2010 The book to settle all
bets! A lively illustrated history of the University of Alabama football teams that have dominated
college football and ranked consistently among the best in the nation and now with 13 national
championships to its credit. This updated National Championship Edition contains two new chapters
to cover the dark days at the beginning of the 21st century and the dawn of the Nick Saban era.

crimson tide football history: Greatest Moments in Alabama Crimson Tide Football
History , 2002

crimson tide football history: Game of My Life Alabama Crimson Tide Tommy Hicks,
2011-09 Alabama's football legends recall their greatest moments ... From Harry Gilmer and his
excellent play in the 1946 Rose Bowl to Greg McElroy leading the Crimson Tide to the 2009 BCS
National Championship, Alabama has had more than its share of great moments, great games, and
great players. In Game of My Life Alabama Crimson Tide Tommy Hicks takes the readers behind the
scenes and onto the field ... Fans will discover the simple advice and prediction head coach Paul
Bear Bryant gave his team before the 1967 Auburn game won by quarterback Ken Stabler's famous
run in the mud ... and many others all share their memories of the most defining, poignant, and
heart-stopping games they ever played in--Dust jacket flap.

crimson tide football history: Yea Alabama! History of Alabama Crimson Tide Football Steve's
Football Bible LLC, 2021-06-11 Read about the great history and traditions of the Alabama Crimson
Tide football throughout the years. Season by season recaps with game recaps along with schedules
for each season. Rivalry games, Bowl games and much more. If you are a Crimson Tide fan or a
College Football fan, this is a must read for all.

crimson tide football history: Legends of Alabama Football Richard Scott, 2004 Sams local
11-22-2004 $24.95.

crimson tide football history: Alabama Football Tales Lewis Bowling, 2012-08-28 The
Crimson Tide's winning history is packed with fascinating stories of players and coaches who made



the program the envy of every school in the nation. Now, author and sports historian Lewis Bowling
presents a collection of tales that span the entirety of Alabama's history of hard-won glory. Blending
humor, drama and historical accuracy, Bowling shares stories every Bama fan will love. Discover the
Alabama team that pioneered innovations in forward passing, learn about Bear Bryant's stint as an
assistant coach, relive the year that World War II forced Alabama to put its football season on hold
and read the story of the soldier who credited his experience on the football field for his survival in
battle. These stories, and many more, make Alabama Football Tales required reading for every fan.

crimson tide football history: Crimson Nation Eli Gold, 2006-07-31 For nearly twenty years
Eli Gold has been behind the microphone for Alabama football, calling many a memorable game and
witnessing first hand some defining moments in the history of Alabama football: an unbelievable win
at Penn State; numerous wins over Tennessee on the Third Saturday in October; a national title win
over Miami. He also had a front row seat for the 1990 return of Junction Boy Gene Stallings. Those
firsthand memories, plus many great moments from days gone by, are just some of the stories as told
by the Voice of the Crimson Tide. Other memorable moments include: Bama takes Southern football
out west Bear Bryant answers Mama's call 12 national championships Joe Willie and the Snake The
Goal Line Stand Mike Shula and a return to the Bowls The passion he brings to his broadcasts, be it
NASCAR or Alabama football, is beyond compare. There is no one better to write a book about one of
the proudest franchises in all of college sports. ?Mike Helton, President, NASCAR A whole
generation of Alabama fans [know] Eli as The Voice of the Tide. Like all great broadcasters, he is a
wonderful storyteller and this book is filled with some stories that I had never heard. An enjoyable
combination of Bama football history and behind the scenes broadcast booth stories. ?University of
Alabama coach Mike Shula

crimson tide football history: Dynasty by the Numbers Brad Edwards, 2021-06-15 This book
utilizes numbers and data visualization to explain how much better Alabama was than all other
college football teams from 2008 through 2020. Some of the Crimson Tide's benchmarks were
unprecedented, and others hadn't been accomplished for many decades -- all making a case for this
being the most impressive stretch of seasons for any team in the history of the sport.

crimson tide football history: Alabama's crimson tide James Stewart Edson, 1947

crimson tide football history: University of Alabama , 2013

crimson tide football history: Always a Crimson Tide Creg Stephenson, Kirk McNair, 2011-08
The traditions of Alabama football are as timeless as any in American sports. This exciting series
draws together the insights from nearly 100 former players, coaches, and fans, who tell their
personal stories about what being a part of this legendary football program means to them.

crimson tide football history: Greatest Moments in Lsu Football History , 2002 This epic tale
recounts the 40 greatest games in LSU's legendary history with amazing game stories and photos.
Also included are feature stories reliving the battles of Alabama, Notre Dame, Florida State, and
Texas; the passing duels with Archie Manning; Billy Cannon and more!

crimson tide football history: Twelve and Counting Kenneth Gaddy, 2009 Alabama football
is a story of winners who have established a championship legacy, and Twelve and Counting tells
that glorious story by focusing on each of the twelve times, so far, that The University of Alabama
football team has won the national championship. Dating back to 1925, when Wallace Wade coached
the Crimson Tide to an undefeated season and earned a spot in the Rose Bowl, the driving goal of
every season has been that ultimate crown. When Alabama defeated Washington 29—13 in the 1926
Rose Bowl, celebrations occurred throughout the South, and the Crimson Tide became known as
“Dixie’s Football Pride.” At every whistle-stop from Texas through Louisiana and into Mississippi,
fans of all ages crowded depots to get a glimpse of the Tidesmen who had brought prestige to
southern football by defeating the West Coast power. With such now-legendary players as Johnny
Mack Brown and Pooley Hubert among them, the team was mobbed in Tuscaloosa as they paraded
from the railroad station to the Quad for a celebration never before experienced in the Deep South.
There would be many more crowning moments for the Crimson and White. A winning team surfaced
the very next year, when Wu Winslett’s squad sealed the national championship at the Rose Bowl for



a second time; then winning seasons and bowl games culminating in the coveted crown followed
again in ‘30, ‘34, ‘41, ‘61, ‘64, ‘65, ‘73, ‘78, ‘79, and ‘92. Among the many outstanding coaches and
players associated with these national championships are Frank Thomas, Dixie Howell, Don Hutson,
Jimmy Nelson, Holt Rast, Pat Trammel, Sam Bailey, Lee Roy Jordan, Harry Gilmer, Bill Lee, Ken
Stabler, Joe Willie Namath, Gary Rutledge, Randy Billingsley, Barry Krauss, Clem Gryska, Gene
Stallings, and, of course, the legendary Paul “Bear” Bryant. But football is a team sport, and it is the
story of the whole teams that came together with such dedication, hard work, and pride—and a
common principle of competing at the highest level—that is detailed in the 12 main chapters of this
book. A 13th chapter looks at the uncrowned teams listed in the media guide as the “other 5,” those
Alabama teams considered national champions by at least one national ranking service. It’s all
here—“Mama called,” the wishbone formation, “The Goal Line Stand,” the Million Dollar Band, the
coaching tower, the Davis kicking dynasty, the double-wing attack, Coach of the Year, Team of the
Decade—those glorious milestones and high points in Alabama football history so savored by the
whole Crimson Nation. Roll Tide! Contributors: 1925 by Andrew Doyle 1926 by Taylor Watson 1930
by Delbert Reed 1934 by Mitch Dobbs 1941 by Wayne Atcheson 1961 by Winston Groom 1964 by
Tom Roberts 1965 by Keith Dunnavant 1973 by John David Briley 1978 by Kirk McNair 1979 by
Steve Townsend 1992 by Gene Stallings with Erik Stinnett The Other 5 by Allen Barra

crimson tide football history: 100 Things Crimson Tide Fans Should Know & Do Before They
Die Christopher Walsh, 2012-08 The Crimson Tide is one of the most storied and decorated football
programs in NCAA history-since its inception in 1892, the program has claimed 14 National
Championship titles, all of which are explored in this essential guide, along with the personalities,
events, and facts that any and every Tide fan should know. The book zeros in on critical moments,
such as when running back Mark Ingram became the first Alabama player to win the Heisman
Trophy in 2009, despite the team being led to six championships from 1958 to 1982 by the
celebrated coach Paul Bear Bryant, as well as key figures from the college's history that include
coaches Gene Stallings and Nick Saban and players Joe Namath, Ozzie Newsome, and Derrick
Thomas. More than a century of team history is distilled to highlight the absolute best and most
compelling moments, identifying in an informative and lively way the personalities, events, and facts
that have all come together to make Crimson Tide the powerhouse that it is. This updated version
includes highlights from the 2009 and 2011 championship seasons and features key players from the
past four years.

crimson tide football history: Remembering University of Alabama Football Joseph Woodruff,
2010-11 In 1992, the centennial year of the University of Alabama football program, the Crimson
Tide won its 12th national championship. Few major college football programs can claim as many.
Through the medium of photography, this book tells the story of the greatness of University of
Alabama football, from its origins as a club sport in 1892, through the death of its most famous head
coach, Paul W. Bryant. Over the course of those nine decades, Alabama would win 11 of its 12
national championships and forever change the face of college football. What began as a sport
dominated by elite teams in the Northeast and Midwest, would, by the time of Bryant's death, be the
hallmark sport of the American South. And the University of Alabama would, for many of those
years, be the premier team in one of America's greatest football conferences, the Southeast
Conference. With a selection of fine historic images from his best-selling book, Historic Photos of
University of Alabama Football, Joseph ?Woody” Woodruff provides a valuable and revealing
historical retrospective on the growth and development of University of Alabama football.
Remembering University of Alabama Football provides a window into a storied past that is the
foundation upon which the program's future greatness will stand.

crimson tide football history: The Missing Ring Keith Dunnavant, 2007-08-21 Keith
Dunnavant's triumph is that he takes us into the heart of Alabama, into the darkness and the light,
and there we see Joe Namath, Kenny Stabler, Ray Perkins, and their band of brothers play football
for Bear Bryant the way life should be lived, at full throttle, indomitably. ---Dave Kindred, author of
Sound and Fury: Two Powerful Lives, One Fateful Friendship The Missing Ring is more than a



football book. It is both a story of a changing era and of an extraordinary team on a championship
quest. Very few institutions in American sports can match the enduring excellence of the University
of Alabama football program. Across a wide swath of the last century, the tradition-rich Crimson
Tide has claimed twelve national championships, captured twenty-five conference titles, finished
thirty-four times among the country's top ten, and played in fifty-three bowl games. Especially
dominant during the era of the legendary Paul Bear Bryant, the larger-than-life figure who towered
over the landscape like no man before or since, Alabama entered the 1966 season with the chance to
become the first college football team to win three consecutive national championships. Every
aspect of Bryant's grueling system was geared around competing for the big prize each and every
year, and in 1966 the idea of the threepeat tantalized the players, pushing them toward greatness.
Driven by Bryant's enthusiasm, dedication, and perseverance, players were made to believe in their
team and themselves. Led by the electrifying force of quarterback Kenny Snake Stabler and one of
the most punishing defenses in the storied annals of the Southeastern Conference, the Crimson Tide
cruised to a magical season, finishing as the nation's only undefeated, untied team. But something
happened on the way to the history books. The Missing Ring is the story of the one that got away,
the one that haunts Alabama fans still, and native Alabamian Keith Dunnavant takes readers deep
inside the Crimson Tide program during a more innocent time, before widespread telecasting, before
scholarship limitations, before end-zone dances. Meticulously revealing the strategies, tactics, and
personal dramas that bring the overachieving boys of 1966 to life, Dunnavant's insightful,
anecdotally rich narrative shows how Bryant molded a diverse group of young men into a powerful
force that overcame various obstacles to achieve perfection in an imperfect world. Set against the
backdrop of the civil rights movement, the still-escalating Vietnam War, and a world and a sport
teetering on the brink of change in a variety of ways, The Missing Ring tells an important story
about the collision between football and culture. Ultimately, it is this clash that produces the
Crimson Tide's most implacable foe, enabling the greatest injustice in college football history. Keith
Dunnavant has written yet another fabulous book about the fabled Alabama football program. You
will be amazed at how one of the great injustices in the history of college football cost them their
rightful place in history. And you just thought the system was screwed up now. ---Jim Dent, author of
The Junction Boys Keith Dunnavant nails it: all the sacrifices the 1966 Alabama team made to win
three national championships in a row, and how we were robbed at the ballot box. ---Jerry Duncan,
one of the boys of 1966 Dunnavant infuses reportage and passion into a tale that every Alabamian of
a certain age knows: For all the crying about Penn State in 1969, Penn State in 1994, or Auburn in
2004, no team ever got shafted the way the 1966 Crimson Tide did. It's all here: the churning legs,
the churning stomachs, and the dreaded gym classes where Bear Bryant's boys made the sacrifices
he demanded in order to become champions. They conquered their opponents on the field, but
proved to be no match for the politics of the day off the field. The

crimson tide football history: Alabama Crimson Tide Margaret Weber, 2019-08-01 Did you
know that ESPN ranked the Alabama Crimson Tide as the top U.S. college football team in 20167?
The Crimson Tide have won 11 national championships. Learn more about this college team’s
history, traditions, uniforms, team records, coaches, and legendary players in Alabama Crimson
Tide, part of the Inside College Football series.
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