
cruising guide british virgin islands
cruising guide british virgin islands offers an essential resource for sailors and
travelers seeking to explore one of the Caribbean’s most stunning archipelagos. Known for
its crystal-clear waters, sheltered anchorages, and vibrant marine life, the British Virgin
Islands (BVI) provide a premier destination for cruising enthusiasts. This guide covers
everything from the best sailing routes and anchorages to local regulations and must-visit
islands, ensuring a safe and memorable voyage. Whether you are an experienced sailor or
a novice chartering your first boat, understanding the nuances of cruising these islands is
crucial. This article also highlights the top activities, provisioning tips, and seasonal
considerations needed to optimize your sailing experience in the BVI. The following table of
contents outlines the comprehensive topics covered in this cruising guide British Virgin
Islands.
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Overview of the British Virgin Islands
The British Virgin Islands consist of over 60 islands and cays, forming a picturesque cruising
ground in the Caribbean Sea. The main islands include Tortola, Virgin Gorda, Anegada, and
Jost Van Dyke, each offering unique landscapes and cultural experiences. This archipelago
is renowned for its protected bays, coral reefs, and white sandy beaches, making it an ideal
destination for sailing and snorkeling. The BVI benefits from a well-established marine
infrastructure, with numerous marinas, anchorages, and yacht clubs that cater to cruising
vessels of all sizes. Understanding the geography and layout of the islands is fundamental
to planning a successful cruising itinerary.

Geography and Key Islands
Tortola, the largest island, serves as the main hub for customs and immigration and hosts
the capital city, Road Town. Virgin Gorda is famous for the Baths, a unique geological
formation of giant granite boulders creating natural pools and caves. Anegada, the most
remote island, is a flat coral island known for its pristine beaches and excellent lobster
fishing. Jost Van Dyke is popular for its lively beach bars and relaxed atmosphere. These



islands are connected by well-maintained ferry services and short sailing distances,
allowing cruisers to easily hop between destinations.

Marine Environment
The BVI waters are characterized by clear visibility, vibrant coral reefs, and diverse marine
ecosystems. The protected National Parks and Marine Reserves safeguard many
underwater habitats, making the area a hotspot for diving and snorkeling. Cruisers should
respect local conservation efforts and adhere to guidelines regarding anchoring and fishing
to preserve these natural resources.

Popular Sailing Routes and Anchorages
The British Virgin Islands offer numerous sailing routes that can be tailored to different
experience levels and trip durations. The short distances between islands and calm trade
winds create ideal conditions for leisurely cruising. This section details some of the best
routes and anchorages to consider when planning a sailing adventure in the BVI.

Classic One-Week Itinerary
A typical one-week itinerary often starts in Tortola’s Road Town, proceeding to Norman
Island, Peter Island, and Virgin Gorda before returning. This route showcases a mix of
secluded anchorages, snorkeling spots, and lively beach bars. Each stop provides
opportunities to explore local culture, enjoy water sports, and relax in stunning
surroundings.

Recommended Anchorages

Great Harbour, Jost Van Dyke: Renowned for its vibrant nightlife and calm waters,
ideal for evening mooring.

The Baths, Virgin Gorda: A must-visit anchorage offering unique rock formations
and excellent snorkeling.

White Bay, Jost Van Dyke: Famous for its white sand beaches and popular beach
bars.

Leverick Bay, Virgin Gorda: A well-equipped marina with services and amenities for
cruisers.

Anegada Anchorage: A remote spot perfect for experiencing untouched beaches
and excellent lobster dinners.



Safety Considerations
While the BVI is generally safe for cruising, mariners should remain vigilant about weather
changes, local maritime traffic, and navigational hazards such as reefs and shallow areas.
Proper charts, GPS, and local knowledge are essential tools to ensure safe navigation
around the islands.

Maritime Regulations and Entry Requirements
Compliance with local laws and regulations is vital for a smooth cruising experience in the
British Virgin Islands. This section outlines the necessary steps and documentation required
for entering and operating vessels within BVI waters.

Customs and Immigration
All vessels entering the BVI must clear customs and immigration at an official port of entry,
usually Road Town on Tortola. Visitors are required to present valid passports and pay
applicable cruising permits or fees. It is recommended to check the latest regulations
before arrival, as rules can change.

Vessel Registration and Permits
Charter boats typically handle registration and permits, but private vessels must obtain
cruising permits from the BVI authorities. These permits often include fees based on the
vessel’s size and duration of stay. Additionally, environmental regulations prohibit
anchoring on coral reefs, and fishing licenses may be necessary for those engaging in
fishing activities.

Environmental Regulations
The BVI government enforces strict environmental protections to preserve its marine
habitats. Cruisers should avoid discharging waste into the water, respect no-anchoring
zones, and follow guidelines when visiting protected parks. Responsible cruising helps
maintain the natural beauty and ecosystem health of the islands.

Provisioning and Services for Cruisers
Proper provisioning and access to marine services are crucial for an enjoyable and stress-
free cruising experience. The British Virgin Islands offer a range of options for stocking up
on supplies and accessing repairs or assistance while underway.



Provisioning Options
Road Town on Tortola is the primary provisioning center, with supermarkets, specialty
stores, and markets stocking fresh produce, groceries, and marine supplies. Other islands
such as Virgin Gorda and Jost Van Dyke have smaller stores and restaurants but may have
limited selections. It is advisable to plan provisioning stops according to itinerary needs.

Fuel and Water
Fuel docks are available at major marinas, including Road Town and Leverick Bay Marina.
Freshwater can be obtained at most marinas and some anchorages provide water delivery
services. Cruisers should monitor fuel and water levels closely, especially when planning
longer passages or visits to remote islands like Anegada.

Marine Services and Repairs
Several marinas and yacht clubs in the BVI offer repair services, including mechanical,
electrical, and sail repairs. In addition, chandlery stores provide parts and equipment for
routine maintenance. Emergency services and assistance are accessible but may require
advance arrangements depending on location.

Top Attractions and Activities
Beyond the sailing experience, the British Virgin Islands boast numerous attractions and
activities that enrich the cruising journey. From natural wonders to cultural sites, these
highlights are integral to any cruising guide British Virgin Islands.

Snorkeling and Diving
The BVI is renowned for its vibrant coral reefs and abundant marine life. Popular snorkeling
sites include The Caves near Norman Island, the Indians reefs, and the wreck of the RMS
Rhone. Certified divers will find numerous dive shops offering guided excursions to
spectacular underwater locations.

Beaches and Hiking
Secluded beaches such as Smuggler’s Cove on Tortola and Cow Wreck Beach on Virgin
Gorda provide idyllic spots for relaxation and swimming. Hiking enthusiasts can explore
trails leading to scenic viewpoints, such as the climb to Gorda Peak on Virgin Gorda, which
offers panoramic views of the islands.



Cultural Experiences
Visitors can immerse themselves in local culture by attending festivals, sampling traditional
cuisine, and visiting historical sites. The Callwood Rum Distillery on Tortola and the Quaker
Museum provide insights into the islands’ heritage. Local beach bars and restaurants offer
vibrant atmospheres and fresh seafood.

Weather and Best Time to Cruise
Understanding the weather patterns and seasonal variations is vital for planning a
successful sailing trip in the British Virgin Islands. The climate is tropical, with trade winds
providing consistent sailing conditions throughout much of the year.

Seasonal Weather Patterns
The peak cruising season runs from December to April, characterized by dry weather and
steady northeasterly trade winds averaging 15-20 knots. The summer months from May to
November bring higher humidity, occasional showers, and the potential for tropical storms
or hurricanes. Cruisers should monitor weather forecasts closely during the hurricane
season and be prepared to adjust plans accordingly.

Sea Conditions
The sheltered nature of the BVI’s anchorages and channels generally ensures calm seas
and protected waters, ideal for both novice and experienced sailors. However, open
passages between islands, especially to Anegada, require careful planning due to exposure
to ocean swells and currents.

Recommended Cruising Periods

High Season (December-April): Best weather, busy marinas, higher prices

Shoulder Season (May-June, November): Moderate weather, fewer crowds, good deals

Low Season (July-October): Hotter weather, risk of storms, lower prices

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the top must-visit islands in the British Virgin



Islands for cruisers?
The top must-visit islands for cruisers in the British Virgin Islands include Tortola, Virgin
Gorda, Jost Van Dyke, and Anegada, each offering unique attractions such as beautiful
beaches, snorkeling spots, and vibrant local culture.

What is the best time of year to go cruising in the
British Virgin Islands?
The best time to go cruising in the British Virgin Islands is from December to April, during
the dry season when the weather is sunny and pleasant, avoiding the hurricane season
from June to November.

Are there any customs or entry requirements for
cruisers visiting the British Virgin Islands?
Yes, cruisers must clear customs and immigration upon arrival, which typically involves
checking in at designated ports of entry like Road Town or Virgin Gorda. Valid passports
and payment of any applicable fees are required.

What are some popular anchorages and mooring spots
for boats in the British Virgin Islands?
Popular anchorages and mooring spots include The Baths on Virgin Gorda, White Bay on
Jost Van Dyke, Soper's Hole on Tortola, and Great Harbour on Peter Island, known for their
scenic beauty and access to local amenities.

What activities and excursions should cruisers not miss
in the British Virgin Islands?
Cruisers should not miss snorkeling at the coral reefs, exploring The Baths, hiking on Virgin
Gorda, enjoying beach bars in Jost Van Dyke, and visiting Anegada for its famous lobster
and pristine beaches.

Are there good facilities and services for cruisers in the
British Virgin Islands?
Yes, the British Virgin Islands offer excellent facilities including marinas with fuel and water,
repair services, provisioning stores, and restaurants catering to cruisers throughout the
main islands.

How can cruisers navigate safely around the British
Virgin Islands?
Cruisers should use up-to-date nautical charts, be aware of reef locations, follow local
navigation rules, check weather forecasts regularly, and consider hiring local guides for
unfamiliar areas to ensure safe navigation.



What environmental considerations should cruisers
keep in mind while visiting the British Virgin Islands?
Cruisers should practice responsible boating by avoiding anchoring on coral reefs, disposing
of waste properly, respecting marine protected areas, minimizing use of single-use plastics,
and supporting local conservation efforts.

Additional Resources
1. The Ultimate Cruising Guide to the British Virgin Islands
This comprehensive guide offers detailed navigation tips, anchorages, and marina
information for sailors exploring the British Virgin Islands. It includes up-to-date charts,
weather patterns, and local regulations to ensure a safe and enjoyable journey. Readers will
find recommendations for must-visit bays, snorkeling spots, and island hopping routes.

2. Navigating the British Virgin Islands: A Sailor’s Handbook
Focused on practical sailing advice, this handbook covers essential knowledge for cruising
the BVI, including tidal currents, wind conditions, and hidden coves. The book also
highlights cultural insights and local customs to help sailors connect with island
communities. It’s an ideal companion for both novice and experienced sailors.

3. British Virgin Islands Cruising Atlas
This atlas provides detailed maps and charts specifically designed for cruising enthusiasts
in the British Virgin Islands. It features high-resolution illustrations of coastlines, reefs, and
navigational hazards. Additionally, the book includes tips on the best mooring spots and
seasonal sailing advice.

4. Island Hopping in the British Virgin Islands: A Cruising Adventure
This narrative-style guide captures the thrill of island hopping throughout the BVI, sharing
personal stories and practical tips. It describes the unique character of each island, from
Virgin Gorda to Jost Van Dyke, and offers advice on dining, entertainment, and local
attractions. The book is perfect for cruisers looking for an immersive travel experience.

5. Anchoring and Mooring in the British Virgin Islands
Dedicated to the technical aspects of anchoring and mooring, this guide helps sailors
understand the best practices and locations within the BVI. It covers anchor types, seabed
conditions, and environmental considerations to protect marine habitats. The book is an
essential resource for ensuring secure and respectful anchorage.

6. Cruising the Caribbean: British Virgin Islands Edition
Part of a larger Caribbean cruising series, this edition focuses exclusively on the British
Virgin Islands. It provides detailed itineraries, provisioning tips, and advice on navigating
customs and immigration. The book is designed to help cruisers plan a seamless and
enjoyable trip in the BVI.

7. The British Virgin Islands Sailing Companion
This companion guide offers a blend of technical sailing information and cultural insights,
making it a well-rounded resource for cruisers. It highlights local festivals, cuisine, and
history alongside navigational advice. The book encourages sailors to explore beyond the



usual routes and discover hidden gems.

8. Safe Cruising in the British Virgin Islands: Weather and Navigation
Focusing on safety, this book provides in-depth information on weather patterns, storm
preparedness, and navigation challenges specific to the BVI. It includes case studies and
expert tips to help sailors avoid common hazards. The guide is invaluable for those seeking
confidence and security while cruising these waters.

9. Family Cruising Guide to the British Virgin Islands
Tailored for family sailors, this guide highlights kid-friendly anchorages, activities, and
accommodations throughout the BVI. It offers advice on managing logistics, safety, and
entertainment to ensure a fun and stress-free cruising experience. The book also includes
suggestions for educational and nature-focused excursions suitable for children.
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customs and a variety of other subjects. The book is broken down into sections, including
anchorages of the U.S. Virgin Islands and the British Virgin Islands, all accompanied by dramatic
color photography.
  cruising guide british virgin islands: The Cruising Guide to the Virgin Islands 2022 Edition
Simon Scott, 2021-09 This 2022 edition marks our 40th year of assisting sailors and vacationers
cruising the tropical waters of both the British and U.S. Virgin Islands. This edition is packed with
the latest information on navigation (including key GPS coordinates), customs and immigration
regulations, weather, communications, marinas, haul-out facilities, chandleries, dive services,
shore-side services, shopping and an indispensable wealth of other valuable information and
includes COVID-19 protocols, quarantine anchorages, and testing facilities. The Cruising Guide to
the Virgin Islands is filled with detailed charts of the various anchorages, supported with colorful
aerial photography in addition to piloting, anchoring and shoreside information. The Island
Connections sections provide valuable telephone, email and website information to make finding
island businesses, services and restaurants effortless. Additionally, the guide includes a free,
fold-out color 27 x 17 planning chart covering the British and U.S. Virgin Islands. This guide covers
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and visitors to these islands since 1982. Includes a free 17 X 27 color planning chart, with aerial
photos of some of the anchorages. Covers the Virgin Islands including all the U.S. and British Virgin
Islands. *GPS co-ordinates for every anchorage *Anchoring and mooring information and fees
*Customs, immigration and National Park regulations *Particulars on marina facilities and the
amenities they offer *Water sports--where to go and where to rent equipment *Shore-side facilities,
restaurants, beach bars, shops, provisions, internet connections Everything you will need to help
make your vacation an enjoyable and memorable experience in a concise easy-to-use format.
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2025 Jonathan P Hayes, 2025-04-03 Discover the Beauty of the British Virgin Islands with Ease!
Sailing the British Virgin Islands (BVI) in 2025? Whether you're a seasoned sailor or a first-time
cruiser, this simple yet comprehensive guide will help you navigate, anchor, and explore with
confidence. Packed with up-to-date information, essential local knowledge, and insider tips, this
guide makes your BVI adventure smooth and enjoyable. ⛵ Updated for 2025 - Featuring the latest
navigation routes, regulations, and anchorage details.



  cruising guide british virgin islands: The 2017-2018 Cruising Guide to the Virgin
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  cruising guide british virgin islands: Cruising Guide to British Virgin Islands 2025
Victor Quinton, 2025-07-05 Set sail for one of the world's most enchanting cruising destinations with
the Cruising Guide to British Virgin Islands 2025: Sailing Serene Harbors and Island Hideaways
Across the British Virgin Islands. This comprehensive and expertly crafted guide is your ultimate
companion to navigating the turquoise waters, hidden anchorages, and vibrant island life of the BVI.
Whether you're a seasoned mariner or first-time cruiser, this book is packed with the essential
insights, practical advice, and local knowledge you need to chart a flawless Caribbean adventure.
Discover the very best of Tortola, Virgin Gorda, Anegada, Jost Van Dyke, and the outer cays through
carefully organized chapters that highlight protected mooring spots, marina facilities, and must-see
attractions on shore. Each island profile includes unique cultural experiences, dining hotspots,
snorkeling havens, and recommendations for avoiding the crowds while still soaking in the region's
natural beauty. Inside, you'll find detailed guidance on routes, weather patterns, provisioning points,
and itinerary planning, all tailored for 2025. Learn how to cruise with confidence through BVI's
gentle seas and protected passages, navigate with ease using up-to-date practices, and stay safe
during changing seasonal conditions. The book also dives into sustainable boating techniques that
preserve the pristine environment while deepening your connection to the local communities.
Whether you're charting a 7-day loop of iconic harbors or embarking on a more remote exploration
of lesser-known gems, this guide offers curated itineraries to match your pace and style. The
practical tips and expert suggestions throughout the book make it a trusted resource for every kind
of cruiser-bareboat, liveaboard, or chartered. Let this 2025 edition inspire your next great voyage
and turn your BVI dreams into unforgettable memories. Packed with insider knowledge, real-world
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Prepare to anchor in paradise and experience the freedom of the open Caribbean like never before.
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British Virgin Islands sailing adventure with The Complete 2025-2026 Cruising Guide to the British
Virgin Islands. Whether you're a seasoned sailor or first-time cruiser, this detailed and beautifully
organized guidebook will be your trusted first mate from the moment you cast off. Inside, you'll find
everything you need to confidently chart your journey through the BVI's pristine turquoise waters,
from up-to-date navigational information, anchorage depths, and mooring field details to insider tips
on the most scenic snorkel spots, secluded beaches, and lively harbor towns. The guide includes GPS



waypoints, customs and immigration updates, weather tips, dinghy dock info, provisioning stops,
fuel stations, and recommended local dining-all tailored to the needs of cruising sailors. Written by a
veteran navigator with over two decades of Caribbean sailing experience, this 2025-2026 edition
features detailed insights, updated marina contacts, and a special section on hurricane season
precautions, making it the most accurate and practical resource available. Plan your next passage
with confidence, avoid common pitfalls, and experience the magic of the BVI like never before.
Whether you're island-hopping aboard a catamaran, anchoring overnight in Norman Island's caves,
or sipping a sundowner off Jost Van Dyke-this guide will be your passport to adventure, safety, and
unforgettable memories.
  cruising guide british virgin islands: Malcom's Cruising Guide to the British Virgin Islands
2024 Malcom H Gregory, 2024-03-30 The ultimate 2024 resource for cruising the British Virgin
Islands is here! Malcom's Cruising Guide to the British Virgin Islands 2024 by Malcom H. Gregory
offers: The latest navigation, customs, and weather information. Detailed guides to anchorages,
marinas, and essential services. Insider tips on the BVI's top attractions and hidden gems. This is the
essential companion for a perfect British Virgin Islands sailing vacation. Grab your copy now!
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Nancy Scott, Simon Scott, 1992-09
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This includes the Customer Service Department as well
Re: Is Southwest extending expiring travel funds?   I read on on a travel blog (miles to
memories) about a Southwest memo stating that Southwest will extend the validity of expiring travel
funds. link However, when I called customer
About LaaylaaM - The Southwest Airlines Community Customer Service Rep by LaaylaaM |
Explorer C in Southwest Careers 08-26-202307:54 AM 08-26-202307:54 AM Hello, I just wanted to
write and let you all know that I am really interested in
About Beatriz - The Southwest Airlines Community   Customer service by Beatriz | Explorer C
in Inflight Experience 01-28-202410:03 PM 01-28-202410:03 PM Quick question! For those in
Customer service. I am so excited and
Whatsapp Web não carrega as mensagens; o que fazer? O WhatsApp Web pode apresentar
alguns erros de conectividade com o aplicativo para celular, e, assim, apresentar lentidão ao
carregar as mensagens. A primeira sugestão que damos é
Arrastar e soltar arquivos no WhatsApp não funciona. Boa tarde, Estou com um problema no
arrastar e soltar para o aplicativo WhatsApp para Windows, atualmente uso a versão 23H2
compilação 22631.3672 do Windows 11 Pro. Quando
WhatsApp Web: como entrar sem o QR code ou sem câmera? Galera, como usar o WhatsApp
Web no PC sem o QR Code ou sem câmera? Meu celular quebrou e não liga mais. Como não consigo
ligar, não tenho como pegar o código
Whatsapp web nao mostra imagens enviadas ou recebidas. Galera, to com um problema
estranho. No Whastapp web acessando pelo google chrome, nao consigo visualizar as imagens sejam
elas enviadas ou recebidas numa conversa, vejam
Tag: webwhatsapp - Fórum TechTudo Como descobrir qual celular estava conectado ao meu
WhatsApp web depois que desconectei? Qualquer numeração do celular, seja IP, número do chip, etc
é válida
WhatsApp Web: como criar uma lista de transmissão? Como criar uma lista de transmissão no
WhatsApp Web? Tenho muitos contatos em meu celular e só consigo criar lista de transmissão via
celular o que demora muito. Existe alguma forma de
Is Whatsapp web down? -   Cannot link my device now
Como reabrir o whatsapp web - Fórum TechTudo Não consigo reabrir a página do whatsapp
web pois aparece uma página verde do whatsapp e não o espelho do outro whatsapp, alguém sabe
informar?
O que fazer quando o WhatsApp Web não abre? - Fórum TechTudo Obs: Redes Wi-Fi
administradas podem estar configuradas para bloquear ou limitar as conexões com o WhatsApp.
Caso receba uma notificação sinalizando que sua rede Wi-Fi está
não estou conseguindo gravar audio pelo whats app web Olá Bem-vinda à Comunidade
Microsoft Windows Tudo bem, Andreia? Sinto muito que esteja tendo problemas para gravar áudio
pelo WhatsApp Web, o app é bugado e não há muitas
Cm to Feet+Inches Converter (cm to ft) - The Calculator Site   Use our calculator to convert
between cm and feet for height, length or distance measurements. You can also use our reference
chart of common conversions and read about
Convert cm to feet - Unit Converter Instant free online tool for centimeter to foot conversion or
vice versa. The centimeter [cm] to foot [ft] conversion table and conversion steps are also listed
CM to Feet Converter - CM to feet (cm to ft) converter and how to convert
Centimeters to Feet and Inches Conversion (cm to ft) - Inch Calculator Convert centimeters
to feet (cm to ft) with the length conversion calculator, and learn the centimeter to foot formula
Centimeters to Feet conversion: cm to ft calculator Centimeters to Feet (cm to ft) conversion
calculator for Length conversions with additional tables and formulas
Convert Centimeters to Feet Online - Calculatio Free online cm to feet converter. Convert
centimeters to feet and inches instantly. Perfect height conversion tool for measurements



cm to ft | Convert centimeters to feet How many feet in a centimeter? How to convert cm to feet?
Easily and accurately convert centimeters to feet with our free online converter
Convert Centimeters to Feet - Length Unit Converter Free online centimeters to feet converter.
Quick and easy length unit conversion calculator. Convert between length units of measurement
Centimeters (cm) to Feet (ft) Converter - Conversion Calculators Quickly convert centimeters
(cm) to feet (ft), or centimeters (cm) to feet & inches (ft & in), using this length unit converter. Learn
the formula for how to convert centimeters to feet
Centimeters to Feet Converter - Convert cm to ft Free online cm to ft converter. Easily convert
centimeters to feet. Understand the difference between centimeters and feet, learn how many cm
equal one foot, how to convert cm to feet,
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