cruise ship missing person statistics

cruise ship missing person statistics reveal important insights into the frequency, causes, and
outcomes of disappearances at sea. Understanding these statistics helps cruise lines, passengers, and
maritime authorities improve safety protocols and response strategies. This article explores the
prevalence of missing persons on cruise ships, examines common reasons behind such incidents, and
discusses the measures taken to prevent and address these occurrences. Additionally, it delves into
the role of technology, legal implications, and the impact of crew training. By analyzing cruise ship
missing person statistics, readers gain a comprehensive view of the safety landscape in the cruise
industry. The following sections will provide detailed information on the topic, organized to enhance

clarity and understanding.

¢ Overview of Cruise Ship Missing Person Statistics

e Common Causes of Disappearances on Cruise Ships

Preventative Measures and Safety Protocols

Investigation and Search Operations

Technological Advances in Tracking and Safety

Legal and Regulatory Framework

Impact on Passengers and Crew Training



Overview of Cruise Ship Missing Person Statistics

Cruise ship missing person statistics provide a quantitative look at the number and nature of
individuals who go missing while aboard cruise vessels or during shore excursions. According to
maritime safety reports, the number of missing persons on cruise ships is relatively low compared to
the total number of passengers transported annually. However, each case is significant due to the
potential risks involved, including drowning, accidents, or foul play. Data collected over the past
decade indicates that missing person incidents often involve passengers rather than crew members,
with a small percentage resulting in fatalities or unresolved disappearances. These statistics serve as

a foundation for improving safety measures and raising awareness about potential hazards on cruises.

Statistical Trends and Patterns

Analyzing cruise ship missing person statistics reveals several trends:

¢ Most disappearances occur during nighttime or in areas with limited surveillance.
¢ Younger adults and males are more frequently involved in missing person cases.
¢ Alcohol consumption is a contributing factor in a significant number of incidents.

¢ Falls overboard account for a large portion of missing person cases, often due to accidents or

intentional actions.

e Search and rescue efforts resolve many cases, but some remain unsolved due to the vastness

of ocean environments.



Common Causes of Disappearances on Cruise Ships

Understanding the causes behind missing person incidents on cruise ships is essential for prevention
and response. These causes vary widely, ranging from accidental falls to intentional disappearances.
The unique environment of cruise ships, which combines leisure activities with open waters, creates

specific risks that differ from other forms of travel.

Accidental Falls and Overboard Incidents

One of the leading causes of missing persons on cruise ships is accidental falls overboard. These
incidents often involve passengers who lose balance near railings, particularly during rough seas or
while under the influence of alcohol. Inadequate lighting and distractions can also contribute to

accidents.

Intentional Disappearances and Suicides

Unfortunately, some missing person cases involve intentional acts such as suicide or attempts to
escape personal issues. Cruise ships, being isolated environments, may contribute to feelings of

distress among certain individuals, leading to tragic outcomes.

Criminal Activity and Foul Play

Though rare, criminal activity can be a factor in disappearances aboard cruise ships. Incidents such as
assaults or other crimes may result in victims going missing. Cruise lines have implemented various

security measures to minimize such risks.



Preventative Measures and Safety Protocols

Cruise lines and maritime authorities employ multiple preventative strategies to reduce the incidence of
missing persons. These safety protocols are designed to protect passengers and crew from accidents

and ensure rapid response when incidents occur.

Passenger Safety Briefings and Education

Passengers receive safety briefings that include instructions on avoiding dangerous areas, staying
sober, and reporting suspicious activity. Educational materials help raise awareness about risks

associated with cruise ship environments.

Physical Barriers and Surveillance Systems

Installing higher railings, safety nets, and improved lighting are common physical measures aimed at
preventing falls. Additionally, advanced surveillance cameras and monitoring systems help detect

unusual behavior or emergencies promptly.

Alcohol Management Policies

Considering the role of alcohol in many incidents, cruise lines enforce policies to manage consumption.
These include limiting drink quantities, providing alcohol-free zones, and training staff to identify

intoxicated individuals.

Investigation and Search Operations

When a person goes missing on a cruise ship, immediate and coordinated action is crucial. Cruise
ship missing person statistics show that timely search and rescue efforts increase the likelihood of

recovery and survival.



Onboard Response Procedures

Cruise ships follow established protocols, such as the "man overboard" alert system, to quickly
mobilize crew members. Crew are trained to conduct initial searches, notify authorities, and use

available equipment like life rings and rescue boats.

Collaboration with Maritime Authorities

In cases where a missing person is not located immediately, the ship coordinates with coast guards,
nearby vessels, and port authorities. These efforts may include aerial searches and deploying

specialized teams to cover broader areas.

Technological Advances in Tracking and Safety

Modern technology plays a vital role in reducing missing person incidents and enhancing response
capabilities. Innovations in tracking, surveillance, and communication have transformed maritime safety

standards.

Wearable Devices and Passenger Tracking

Some cruise lines have introduced wearable devices that monitor passengers’ locations and vital
signs. These technologies help identify unusual movements or emergencies, enabling faster

intervention.

Enhanced Surveillance and Al Monitoring

Artificial intelligence (Al) is increasingly used to analyze surveillance footage in real time, detecting
potential risks such as unauthorized access to restricted areas or indications of distress among

passengers.



Legal and Regulatory Framework

Cruise ship missing person statistics are influenced by regulations set forth by international maritime
organizations and national authorities. These frameworks establish standards for safety, reporting, and

accountability.

International Maritime Organization (IMO) Guidelines

The IMO provides conventions that mandate safety measures, including those related to passenger
protection and incident reporting. Compliance with these guidelines is essential for cruise operators

worldwide.

Mandatory Reporting and Transparency

Regulations require cruise lines to report missing person incidents to relevant authorities promptly.

Transparency in reporting helps improve statistical accuracy and informs policy development.

Impact on Passengers and Crew Training

The human factor is critical in managing and preventing missing person incidents. Well-trained crew

members and informed passengers contribute significantly to overall safety on cruise ships.

Crew Training Programs

Crew undergo rigorous training in emergency response, passenger assistance, and security measures.

Regular drills ensure preparedness for various scenarios, including missing person cases.



Passenger Awareness Campaigns

Ongoing campaigns educate passengers about safety practices, encourage responsible behavior, and
promote the use of ship resources for reporting concerns. Awareness reduces risks associated with

negligence or ignorance.

1. Adherence to safety protocols minimizes risks for passengers.

2. Continuous crew training enhances responsiveness during emergencies.

3. Technological advancements improve monitoring and prevention capabilities.
4. Regulatory frameworks ensure accountability and standardized practices.

5. Understanding statistical trends informs better safety strategies.

Frequently Asked Questions

How common are missing person cases on cruise ships?

Missing person cases on cruise ships are relatively rare compared to the total number of passengers,

but they do occur due to various reasons such as accidents, intentional disappearance, or foul play.

What are the most common causes of people going missing on cruise
ships?

Common causes include accidental falls overboard, medical emergencies leading to disorientation,

intentional disappearances, and in some cases, criminal activity.



Are there statistics on how many people go missing on cruise ships
annually?

Yes, organizations like the Cruise Lines International Association (CLIA) and maritime safety agencies
track such incidents, reporting that annually a small number of passengers are reported missing, often

less than 50 worldwide.

How do cruise lines handle missing person cases onboard?

Cruise lines have established protocols including immediate search efforts, notifying authorities, using

onboard surveillance, and coordinating with coast guards to locate missing persons.

Is there a higher risk of going missing on certain cruise routes?

Risk can vary depending on the cruise route, with some routes in rougher seas or isolated areas

potentially posing higher risks, but overall, missing person cases remain low across all routes.

What measures have cruise lines implemented to reduce missing
person incidents?

Measures include enhanced safety railings, surveillance cameras, passenger tracking systems, crew

training, and public awareness campaigns to ensure passenger safety.

Are children more likely to go missing on cruise ships compared to

adults?

Children can be at risk due to wandering off or getting separated from guardians, but cruise lines

typically have strict safety protocols and supervised activities to minimize these incidents.

How reliable are the statistics on missing persons from cruise ships?

Statistics are generally reliable when reported to official maritime authorities, but underreporting or



delayed reporting can affect accuracy.

What role do international maritime laws play in managing missing
person cases on cruise ships?

International maritime laws require ships to report missing persons promptly and cooperate with search

and rescue operations, ensuring coordinated efforts to locate individuals.

Additional Resources

1. Vanished at Sea: Analyzing Cruise Ship Missing Person Cases

This book delves into the statistics and stories behind missing persons on cruise ships. It examines
patterns, causes, and preventative measures, offering insights from maritime experts and law
enforcement. Readers gain a comprehensive understanding of how these incidents occur and what

can be done to improve passenger safety.

2. Lost Overboard: The Realities of Disappearances on Cruise Ships
Focusing on the grim reality of disappearances at sea, this book compiles data and case studies
related to missing persons on cruise liners. It highlights the challenges faced during search and rescue

operations and discusses the impact on families and the cruise industry.

3. Into the Abyss: Statistical Trends in Cruise Ship Missing Persons
This book presents an in-depth statistical analysis of missing person incidents aboard cruise ships
worldwide. It explores demographic factors, common circumstances, and the frequency of such events,

providing valuable information for policymakers and maritime safety organizations.

4. Overboard: A Comprehensive Guide to Cruise Ship Disappearances
Covering the phenomenon of overboard cases, this guide combines statistical data with real-life
accounts to shed light on why passengers go missing. It also reviews technological advancements and

safety protocols aimed at preventing these tragedies.



5. Silent Waves: Understanding Missing Person Reports on Cruise Ships
This work investigates the silent crisis of missing persons at sea, focusing on cruise ship
environments. Through statistical data and expert interviews, it discusses the complexities of reporting,

investigation, and resolution of such cases.

6. Maritime Mysteries: The Statistics Behind Cruise Ship Missing Persons
A detailed exploration of maritime missing person cases, this book uses quantitative data to uncover
trends and risk factors associated with disappearances on cruise vessels. It also evaluates the

effectiveness of current safety measures and suggests improvements.

7. Disappeared at Sea: Cruise Ship Safety and Missing Person Statistics
This book investigates the correlation between cruise ship safety standards and the incidence of
missing persons. It provides a critical look at how safety protocols influence these statistics and what

more can be done to protect passengers.

8. Beyond the Horizon: Patterns in Cruise Ship Missing Person Incidents
Analyzing global data, this book identifies patterns and risk factors that contribute to missing person
cases on cruise ships. It offers recommendations for cruise lines and regulatory bodies to enhance

passenger security and reduce incidents.

9. Adrift: The Human and Statistical Story of Cruise Ship Missing Persons
Combining personal narratives with statistical analysis, this book humanizes the issue of missing
persons on cruise ships. It explores the emotional and societal impacts while providing a thorough

overview of the numbers behind these disappearances.
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cruise ship missing person statistics: International Maritime Security United States.
Congress. House. Committee on Government Reform. Subcommittee on National Security, Emerging
Threats, and International Relations, 2006

cruise ship missing person statistics: Cruise Industry Oversight United States. Congress.
Senate. Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 2015

cruise ship missing person statistics: Transparensea: The Cruise Industry Exposé Indira
Lake, 2023-11-25 Discover the secrets and truths the cruise industry doesn't want you to know with
this uncensored exposé. This journey through the eyes of a seasoned crew member reveals the
darker reality beneath the surface of the multi-billion-dollar cruising industry. Uncover the shocking
stories of crew members treated like dirt, drug smuggling, scams, prostitution, bullying,
fraternising, and even passengers buying tickets with the sole intent of ending their lives on board.
Learn about safety procedures skipped, pollution regulations disregarded, and vital repairs going
unfixed, as well as passengers becoming victims of unspeakable crimes. Benefits of Reading this
Book: - Uncover the secrets of the cruise industry and learn the truth about what really happens on
board - Gain insight into the issues of crew members, passengers, and safety regulations - Get a
unique, uncensored look at the darker side of the cruise industry from a seasoned crew member
What's Included in the Book: - A decade of insider knowledge - Unfiltered stories from crew and
passengers - An in-depth look at the cruise industry - Shocking revelations from industry experts and
whistleblowers Get it today to find out everything you've always wanted to know about the cruise
industry!

cruise ship missing person statistics: International maritime security II United States.
Congress. House. Committee on Government Reform. Subcommittee on National Security, Emerging
Threats, and International Relations, 2006

cruise ship missing person statistics: The Complete Travel Detective Bible Peter Greenberg,
2007-10-02 This ultimate physician's desk reference for travelers addresses the questions, anxieties,
concerns, and desire for essential information that are common to seasoned and novice travelers
alike. Peter Greenberg, best-selling author, trusted Today show travel editor, and the man that
writer Paul Theroux calls the liberator and defender of the traveling public, offers an encyclopedic
look at every aspect of the travel process, both domestically and internationally, from the true
definition of travel terms to in-depth explanations of how things really work. Do you want to know
which airline seats are the best and worst? How you can vacation in a lighthouse, a monastery, or
even a converted prison? Which countries require you to get visas before you visit? Or won't let you
in even if you have a passport? Which airlines are the worst bumping offenders? How you can avoid
hidden fees? The Complete Travel Detective Bible offers up answers to these questions and much
more. Everything is cross-referenced and each chapter is filled with useful charts, lists, and
diagrams, making for an easily accessible format. Greenberg, who has been to more than 146
countries, is an expert without equal at outplaying the travel industry at its own games, securing the
best fares, accommodations, and service at the lowest possible prices. He shares every one of these
hard-won, ingenious insider secrets in this book, making The Complete Travel Detective Bible the
ultimate word on travel today.

cruise ship missing person statistics: Ship Sensors R. Glenn Wright, 2024-02-29 When
combined with artificial intelligence, advanced computing architectures and enhanced
communications, sensor technologies can monitor vessel performance and the adjacent environment
to detect conditions that may hinder voyage completion. This book provides insight into the present
and future of sensor architectures and configurations that can enhance vessel performance and
further improve the safety of navigation. It covers topics such as traditional and expanded sensor
functions in engineering and navigation, as well as new sensor capabilities that can provide greater
insight into vessel behavior and performance and enhance awareness of passenger, crew and other
human activities. Chapters offer background information on typical legacy vessel sensor
configurations and current International Maritime Organization (IMO) requirements for onboard
sensors and future regulatory trends before discussing modern sensors and current- generation



“smart” sensors that provide enhanced situational awareness to watchstanders. A vision of next-
generation sensors currently being investigated for shipboard use is provided along with long- term
trends in quantum sensing and computing that promise radical change across a wide variety of
vessel functions. Insight is also given into cybersecurity factors so essential to all sensor systems.
Ship Sensors: Conventional, Unmanned and Autonomous is ideal for professional seafarers, maritime
academics and university students, and developers of maritime sensors and systems.

cruise ship missing person statistics: Terror on the High Seas Yonah Alexander, Tyler
Richardson, 2009-09-03 A provocative new look at an important security topic examines terrorist
threats and attacks on shipping and ports—and provides strategies for safety. Terror on the High
Seas: From Piracy to Strategic Challenge is a provocative look at maritime security and the steps
that must be taken if terrorist threats are to be nullified. From the Achille Lauro hijacking to the
bombing of the USS Cole to attacks on shipping channels, terrorists have employed a variety of
tactics, both successful and unsuccessful. These have included the smuggling of arms and plots to
bomb shipyards, as well as attacks on Merchant Marine ships, maritime offices, fuel storage
facilities, and Navy personnel, ships, and facilities, on shore and in port. This book constitutes the
first research effort after the unprecedented attacks of September 11, 2001, to provide government,
industry, and the academic and policy communities with a major resource on potential threats to the
maritime environment. Assuming that past tactics, as well as a variety of other unconventional
attacks, will be utilized by both domestic and international groups well into the 21st century, the
book sagely outlines the response needed from government and industry to meet the coming
challenges.

cruise ship missing person statistics: The Last Place You'd Look Carole Moore,
2011-03-03 What happens when a non-custodial parent kidnaps her son? Or a college student
vanishes after a night out with friends? Or a middle-aged man seemingly drowns in calm waters?
What do family members, friends, and law enforcement do when a beloved goes missing? Here,
Moore explores an array of missing persons' scenarios, using real life stories, to uncover the various
ways that people go missing, the efforts made to retrieve them, the emotional fallout for family and
friends, and the difficulties and challenges such cases present for all involved. She covers parental
abductions, intentional disappearances, stranger abductions, the missing and mentally ill, runaways,
foul play, and other situations where people go missing. In addition, the criminal justice approach to
missing persons is discussed, as Moore looks at the science of missing persons (DNA, forensic
dentistry, etc.), resources for family and friends, national organizations such as the National Center
for Missing and Exploited Children, and other groups involved in searching and recovering loves
ones. Here, readers will discover how people are found, how missing persons' cases are treated, and
how and why some stories have happy endings and others do not.

cruise ship missing person statistics: International Maritime Health , 2005

cruise ship missing person statistics: Integrating Emerging Technologies into
Education and Training: Proceedings of the 2nd ETELT 2024 Workshop Tae Eun Kim,
Marcelo Milrad, Inmaculada Remolar, 2025-03-06 This open access book compiles state-of-the-art
research on the development and implementation of advanced learning technologies and Al-assisted
tools, showing how they can transform the educational landscape and learning processes in various
domains. Covering topics ranging from immersive learning environments to personalized education,
it offers insights and practical applications that are shaping the future of classrooms and training
programs. This book provides research insights on harnessing emerging technology’s potential to
enhance education, and it is an essential reading for educators, researchers, and edu-tech
professionals.

cruise ship missing person statistics: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1952
The Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),



and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)

cruise ship missing person statistics: Impacts of Shipping on Marine Fauna Christine Erbe,
David Peel, Jessica Redfern, Joshua Nathan Smith, 2020-10-23 This eBook is a collection of articles
from a Frontiers Research Topic. Frontiers Research Topics are very popular trademarks of the
Frontiers Journals Series: they are collections of at least ten articles, all centered on a particular
subject. With their unique mix of varied contributions from Original Research to Review Articles,
Frontiers Research Topics unify the most influential researchers, the latest key findings and
historical advances in a hot research area! Find out more on how to host your own Frontiers
Research Topic or contribute to one as an author by contacting the Frontiers Editorial Office:
frontiersin.org/about/contact.

cruise ship missing person statistics: Terrorism Robert A. Friedlander, Howard Sidney Levie,
Donald J. Musch, Yonah Alexander, Douglas C. Lovelace (Jr.), 1979 An extensive collection of
significant documents covering all major and minor issues and events regarding terrorism.
Government reports, executive orders, speeches, court proceedings, and position papers are
presented in full text reprint. (Oceana Website)

cruise ship missing person statistics: The Cruise Ship Lost My Daughter Morgan Mayer,
2020-06-09 “a compelling detective duo”—Kirkus Reviews “readers will fall in love with the
eccentric (and aptly-named) couple...they light up the pages.”—The BookLife Prize Never
underestimate a sleuthing octogenarian... After weeks of no answers from the authorities, Sheila and
Shane McShane, a spry and tenacious octogenarian couple from New Hampshire, board the
magnificent Celestial of the Seas to look for their daughter on the same British Isles cruise she went
missing from six weeks before. Guided by Sheila’s intuition and Shane’s logic, they uncover clues
about Shanna’s disappearance, but the closer they come to the truth, the greater the danger,
including from a mysterious stranger. Drawn from a British Isles cruise with the author’s parents,
The Cruise Ship Lost My Daughter is a cozy mystery full of humor and heart, one that takes the
reader on a spirited caper from Scotland to Belgium and sails into the real-life world of art.

cruise ship missing person statistics: Cruise Industry News , 2004

cruise ship missing person statistics: CRM , 1997

cruise ship missing person statistics: Catastrophic Incidents Trevor J. Hughes, 2022-12-19
This interesting book offers an analysis of man-made catastrophes and asks why they continue to
occur. 87 catastrophes or near-catastrophes, including high profile cases such as the Bhopal gas
disaster, Grenfell Tower, Shoreham Air Show crash, Brumadinho dam collapse and Fukushima
Daiichi, are described together with the reasons why they occurred and why over 50 different safety
management approaches and techniques failed to prevent them. Featuring 63 eye opening stories
from the author’s own personal experience and over 200 pitfalls in safety management approaches,
this title is illustrated by 24 hypothetical cases in which the reader is asked to consider the approach
they would take. Safety management techniques discussed include operating practices, personnel
selection and emergency response. Safety management approaches including safety governance in
organisations, along with the role of government and local authorities using the instruments of the
law are extensively discussed. The work concludes with imaginative and creative ways forward with
the aim to make considerable progress and to potentially eliminate man-made catastrophes for good.
This title will be an ideal read for safety managers and engineers, community leaders in civic duties
or labour union roles and professionals tasked with stopping and mitigating the impacts of
man-made catastrophes, along with non-technical readers who are curious and concerned.

cruise ship missing person statistics: The Silence of the Sea Yrsa Sigurdardottir,
2025-08-22 Winner of the Petrona Award 2015! From the queen of Icelandic crime fiction comes a
truly chilling story that will leave readers breathless right up to the memorable ending. This is
possibly her best book yet. Bestselling and award-winning Icelandic crime author Yrsa
Sigurdardéttir has produced here a dazzling display of brilliant crime writing that is both
groundbreaking and immensely satisfying. As The Silence of the Sea opens, a luxury yacht crashes
into a Reykjavik pier. But the boat is empty; no one is on board. What has happened to the crew?



And what has happened to the family who were very much present when the yacht left Lishon? What
should Thora Gudmundsdottir, the series sleuth, make of the rumors that the vessel was cursed? She
is spooked even more when she boards the yacht and thinks she sees one of the missing children.
Where is Karitas, the glamorous young wife of the yacht's former owner? And whose is the body that
has washed up further along the shore? The most chilling novel yet from Yrsa Sigurdardottir, an
international best-selling author at the height of her powers.

cruise ship missing person statistics: The Advocate , 2004-08-17 The Advocate is a lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender (LGBT) monthly newsmagazine. Established in 1967, it is the oldest
continuing LGBT publication in the United States.

cruise ship missing person statistics: The Corpse with the Diamond Hand Cathy Ace, 2015
Professor Cait Morgan and Bud Anderson have finally said 'T do'. To celebrate, they set sail on a
romantic Hawaiian honeymoon cruise and, for nearly two weeks, the mystery solving newlyweds are
worry-free. But then a man drops dead in the games room right in front of them and Cait and Bud
can't help but lend their expertise. To the others in the games room, the sudden death of Tommy
Trussler--the ship's onboard card-game tutor--appears to have been from natural causes. But the
professor suspects something much more sinister. With only two days left at sea--and thousands of
possible suspects--the head of security is eager to solve the case and invites Cait and Bud to aid in
the investigation. But the unique circumstances of an at-sea investigation mean their involvement
cannot be official, and Cait must lean on her charm to conduct her own covert interviews. Complete
with laugh-out-loud moments and mouth-watering descriptions of the ship's cuisine, the case of the
The Corpse with the Diamond Hand will once again have you marvelling at Cait's cleverness as she
brings another murderer to justice.
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Carnival cruise passenger went missing from ship, said she 'did not want to be found' (9don
MSN) Authorities are looking for a Carnival Cruise Line passenger who went missing in Bonaire.
Jessica Collins, a 47-year-old
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Carnival cruise passenger from US reported missing after leaving ship early, telling crew
she ‘did not want to be found’ (9don MSN) The cruise line assured that they were “cooperating
with local authorities,” but noted that Collins “appears to have taken deliberate action to be alone
and on her own.”
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Woman still missing as Coast Guard ends search after she went overboard while on cruise
ship (WTVD3y) LONG BEACH, Calif. -- A woman who went overboard while on a cruise ship off of
the coast of Mexico is still missing Sunday after the U.S. Coast Guard ended its search. The Coast
Guard's Southern

Woman still missing as Coast Guard ends search after she went overboard while on cruise
ship (WTVD3y) LONG BEACH, Calif. -- A woman who went overboard while on a cruise ship off of
the coast of Mexico is still missing Sunday after the U.S. Coast Guard ended its search. The Coast
Guard's Southern

Back to Home: https://test. murphyjewelers.com



https://test.murphyjewelers.com

